
The Twelve, Again

The Twelve are deeply affected by the events unfolding around them, as Ivar urgently
interrupts the protagonist’s work to deliver distressing news: Werryck, suffering from a
debilitating migraine, has specifically requested their presence. Werryck’s quarters,
overwhelmed with shadows and stifling heat, resemble an oppressive atmosphere,
akin to "cheese sweating in a warm room." As the protagonist begins to play the bass
guitar, a rare moment of calm washes over Werryck, who, despite his physical pain,
shows an unexpected openness, a stark contrast to his usual agitation. The music
seems to offer a brief reprieve from the constant tension, giving both Werryck and the
situation itself a moment of relief.

As Werryck succumbs to sleep, his exhausted state highlights a significant shift in his
character. Once a figure of power and control, he now appears weary and diminished,
a symbol of the toll the constant strain has taken on him. The fragile calm is soon
disrupted when Tom Skint arrives, announcing their departure from the ship. Despite
his discomfort, Werryck musters the strength to rise, driven by a force that compels
him to press forward. The crew, sensing the urgency, follows as they make their way
through the ship’s corridors, though Werryck stumbles, his determination evident
despite his physical decline.

On deck, Skint’s command for everyone to return to their quarters is met with apathy,
as the crew remains largely unaware of the gravity of the situation. A heavy rain
begins to pour, further amplifying the sense of unease and tension among the group.
The appearance of Marcel, a figure seemingly in charge despite his janitorial role, adds
another layer of complexity to the growing turmoil. Skint’s attempts to impose order
become increasingly ineffective as the crew begins to ignore his commands, vacating
the ship at will. The escalating conflict reaches a boiling point when Skint attempts to
assert control, but the atmosphere is charged with resistance, and the guards, under



pressure, begin to lose their grip on the situation.

As the confrontation intensifies, the guards disarm, and a chaotic standoff ensues,
culminating in Skint firing his weapon, unintentionally injuring an innocent guard and
seemingly wounding Marcel. This violent outburst ignites a desperate struggle among
the crew, and in the chaos, Skint is thrown overboard after a tense encounter with the
protagonist. This pivotal moment marks a dramatic shift in power dynamics, as the
crew, fueled by adrenaline and desperation, rises against their former authority. The
collapse of Skint’s control signifies the beginning of a new chapter for the crew, one
where they must navigate the uncertain waters ahead, free from the restraints of their
previous leaders.

In the midst of this chaotic liberation, Werryck, despite his agonizing condition, plays a
crucial role in helping free the imprisoned crew members. His actions, despite his
weakened state, serve as a reminder of the resilience and determination that remains
within the crew. Amid the growing unrest, Hazel, another key figure among the crew,
takes on a leadership role, attempting to rally everyone as they face the uncertainty of
abandoning the ship and heading toward the cruiser in the stormy night. This chapter
masterfully balances moments of crisis and solidarity, as the crew faces an uncertain
future, but with a glimmer of hope amid the chaos. The tension between despair and
hope provides a powerful backdrop to the narrative, illustrating the complexity of their
struggle for freedom and survival.

The chapter concludes with the protagonist’s emotional turmoil as they part from
familiar faces, reflecting on the upheaval that has just transpired. As they process the
dramatic changes in their lives, the protagonist is filled with a sense of loss, but also
an emerging sense of liberation. The air is thick with desperation, yet there’s a
bittersweet undertone of hope as they step away from their former lives, now left
behind in the turbulent wake of their fight for survival. This final scene encapsulates
the themes of transformation, freedom, and the difficult choices faced in moments of
crisis, leaving readers with a profound sense of both resolution and uncertainty.


