
Departure

Departure marked a turning point not only in Abraham Lincoln’s personal life but in the
trajectory of the entire nation. As the morning of February 11, 1861, unfolded under
overcast skies, the quiet streets of Springfield bore witness to a solemn yet historic
farewell. Lincoln, rising early, prepared for what lay ahead with a mixture of
composure and visible emotional weight. At the modest Great Western Railroad depot,
a crowd gathered despite the rain, representing neighbors, colleagues, and
acquaintances who had shared in Lincoln’s earlier, quieter years. Among them were
local friends and civic leaders who saw him off with handshakes, tears, and hushed
reverence. Sculptor Thomas D. Jones later described the setting as somber but
dignified, with Lincoln’s bearing remaining steady despite the visible sorrow in his
expression.

The train, powered by the “L. M. Wiley,” stood ready as the steam hissed and swirled
around the platform. With Robert Lincoln and close associates aboard, the group
waited for the First Lady and younger sons to join them later on the journey. Mary
Lincoln, assisted to the train by Jones, arrived just in time to hear her husband deliver
a farewell address. Lincoln, known for his measured words, spoke with heartfelt
simplicity, expressing how deeply rooted his connections were to the people of
Springfield. He noted that every success he had achieved stemmed from their support
and trust, and that parting from them brought profound sadness. His mention of
Edward, their son buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery, lent additional weight to the moment,
reminding listeners of the personal sacrifices behind his public life.

As Lincoln’s voice reached the end of his brief but moving speech, those assembled
stood still, heads bowed or eyes moist. Many remembered his words as humble and
prayerful, asking not only for support but for prayers as he moved into a role that
would demand both strength and wisdom. In likening the gravity of his coming



responsibilities to those faced by George Washington, Lincoln acknowledged the
enormity of the nation's divide. The comparison served not as grandiosity but as a
reminder that the preservation of the Union was again in question, and that faith,
unity, and resilience would be needed. For Lincoln, leaving Springfield meant leaving
behind not only a town but a life of familiar responsibilities, stepping into the uncertain
role of national leadership at the brink of war.

As the train slowly pulled away, its wheels clanking against the damp rails, silence fell
among the crowd. Only the hiss of steam and the soft sound of weeping filled the air.
That single moment of departure symbolized much more than a physical journey—it
was a step into an era where unity would be tested, loyalties strained, and leadership
defined under the heaviest burdens imaginable. Lincoln’s departure also reflected a
broader emotional tension felt throughout the country, as many Americans feared
what the next months would bring. In his quiet dignity and transparent emotion,
Lincoln projected the very humanity that would later earn him enduring respect.
Though uncertainty clouded the road ahead, his call for divine guidance struck a
chord, giving hope to many who feared their nation’s unraveling.

By choosing to speak plainly and from the heart, Lincoln established a connection that
extended beyond that rainy Springfield platform. His journey from Illinois to
Washington would span numerous towns and states, each stop punctuated by
speeches filled with resolve, humility, and moral clarity. Yet none would carry the
intimate weight of his Springfield farewell. What began that day was not only a
presidential transition but the opening of one of the most consequential chapters in
American history. Through rain and doubt, Lincoln’s journey continued, his words
echoing in the hearts of those he left behind and those who awaited him in the divided
capital. That farewell speech remains a testament to leadership grounded not in pride,
but in service, sacrifice, and a steadfast belief in the American promise.


