
Chapter 40

In Chapter 40 of "All the Colors of the Dark," Patch grapples with disorientation and the
complexities of his surroundings. He is approached by a girl who embodies the
essence of the outside world, bringing a mingling scent of sun lotion, cherry gum, and
woodsmoke. She calms him, instructing him to open his mouth and swallow a pill, her
smooth and warm hand guiding his actions. As she feeds him, she shares an unusual
fact about shrimps, revealing her philosophical views on love and life.

Patch struggles to find his voice, caught in the haze of confusion and a mix of
emotions. The girl encourages him to express himself, dismissing her identity by
insisting on anonymity due to the presence of a looming figure—the "big man." She
probes him about his well-being, outlining the basic provisions and comforts available
to him during his confinement and casually informing him that he has been there for
ten sleeps.

Concerned, Patch asks about the time—an inquiry that leads to an explanation of the
days named after ancient planetary influences. Her comforting words juxtapose with
the unsettling atmosphere, and he questions the reality of his situation and the
identity of the man she references. The girl philosophizes that everyone is their own
devil, hinting at deeper existential themes.

As Patch feels the encroaching fever, she brushes against him tenderly, yet playfully
reminds him of historical pirates. He expresses a desire to return home, but the girl’s
silence weighs heavy. When prompted, she suggests he pray for survival, emphasizing
a relationship he is yet to grasp fully. Her gripping advice echoes with urgency and an
air of mystery, implying there is a reason she remains among them while others have
vanished. This chapter intertwines themes of uncertainty, survival, and the existential
struggle against an ominous presence, showcased through a rich interplay of dialogue
and vivid imagery.


