
Chapter 222

Chapter 222 of All the Colors of the Dark places Patch in a tranquil woodland area just
across from Monta Clare High School. Surrounded by the fragrance of morning glories
and the soft rustling of leaves, he enjoys a rare moment of peace and stillness. The air
is sweet, fresh, and filled with the essence of a new day, which seems to offer a sense
of calm. As the sun rises, Patch’s gaze shifts to a nearby water table, and he catches a
reflection of himself. The sight triggers a sudden panic, a feeling of unease that quickly
spreads through him. He hurriedly smooths his hair, his mind racing with thoughts of
how he should have taken the time to shave. The urgency of the moment fades as he
recalls a piece of advice given to him long ago: bad things lose their power if one
chooses not to repeat them. Still, as he watches children around the school preparing
for their day, he realizes that second chances are often not as simple as they seem.
They’re elusive and require more than just a willingness to try again. Sometimes,
despite all efforts, second chances seem unattainable, and the road to them is filled
with obstacles.

Patch sits on an old fallen oak for nearly an hour, waiting for the appearance of his
daughter. The moment feels heavy with anticipation, and the silence around him only
intensifies his inner thoughts. As he sees her finally walking toward him, he is struck
by her beauty and how much she has grown, making the little girl he once knew seem
like a distant memory. The transformation is overwhelming, and Patch finds himself
transported back to a time when he was just fourteen, spending precious moments
with her mother. His heart aches with emotion as the memories flood back. The love,
the hope, and the joy he once felt all seem to rush to the surface. Overcome by the
desire to call out to her, Patch opens his mouth, but before he can speak, the sudden
arrival of a cruiser at the school gates catches his attention. The intrusion breaks the
spell, and Patch retreats into the trees, feeling a wave of self-doubt and unworthiness



wash over him. Despite his overwhelming desire to reconnect with her, Patch is
convinced deep down that he doesn’t deserve to be in her life. His past mistakes and
the years of distance between them have created a wall that seems impossible to
scale. The more he longs for a second chance, the more he feels that it is a dream
beyond his grasp.

This chapter is marked by a deep sense of reflection and emotional complexity for
Patch, as he navigates the difficulty of confronting his past while trying to connect with
his daughter. The beauty of the serene setting, with its peaceful woodland and
morning light, contrasts sharply with the turmoil inside him. Patch’s longing to make
amends with his daughter is clouded by the weight of past choices and the deep-
seated belief that he is unworthy of redemption. The beauty around him serves as a
stark reminder of the peace he desires but can’t seem to attain. As he watches his
daughter, a figure from his past, he’s confronted by the distance between them, which
feels almost insurmountable. His internal struggle, filled with regret and uncertainty,
shows how challenging it can be to mend broken familial bonds, even when one
desires it with all their heart. The idea of redemption seems so far away for Patch, yet
it’s his hope for a second chance that drives him to persist. Still, the difficulties and
emotional scars of his past make the notion of healing a painful and complex one.

Patch’s internal battle with his feelings of inadequacy and regret highlights the
emotional depth of the chapter, illustrating the painful journey of seeking redemption.
His struggle is not just about reconnecting with his daughter; it’s also about facing the
painful reality of his past and accepting that some wounds may never fully heal. The
hope for a second chance is not something Patch can easily attain, but it’s this
yearning that pushes him to continue his journey, despite the obstacles. The beauty of
the setting contrasts with the sadness in Patch’s heart, symbolizing the complex
nature of his emotional journey. His reflections on the past and his longing for
connection are made all the more poignant by the realization that second chances are
often the most difficult to obtain. The pain of feeling unworthy of love, and the fear of
never being able to make amends, create a sense of hopelessness in Patch, but it’s
through these struggles that he seeks redemption. His emotional journey emphasizes



the complex dynamics of family and forgiveness, where the desire to reconnect is
often tangled with past mistakes, regrets, and the fear of rejection. Ultimately, the
chapter underscores the difficulty of mending broken relationships and the challenge
of moving forward when the past looms large. Despite the sadness and self-doubt that
cloud his mind, Patch’s desire for a second chance remains a beacon of hope, driving
him forward, even when the path seems unclear.


