
Chapter 221

Chapter 221 of All the Colors of the Dark begins with a jarring disruption as Saint is
abruptly awakened by a phone call from Himes. The conversation reveals the
unsettling news that Joseph Macauley has escaped from prison, throwing Saint into a
whirlwind of disbelief and confusion. She had just spent a long day at the Nix house,
working through an emotionally charged situation, where concerned neighbors were
eager for answers. The exhaustion from managing the report and the emotional weight
of those conversations lingers, making the news of Macauley’s escape all the more
shocking. The phone call forces her to immediately shift her focus and deal with a new,
potentially dangerous situation. As the reality of the situation sets in, Saint realizes
that this escape is more than just a simple prison break; it’s a problem that will bring
serious consequences and challenges, both professionally and personally.

Himes elaborates on the audacity of Macauley’s escape, detailing how he managed to
lock a library worker in a storeroom, steal his belongings, and vanish without a trace.
This bold escape seems almost too easy, considering the lack of security measures at
the prison. Saint expresses her frustration at how this event could have been
prevented, given the obvious security lapses. To make matters worse, Himes reveals
that the prison had suffered a power outage during a significant fight, which may have
contributed to the chaos that allowed Macauley to escape undetected. The revelation
of the power failure paints a picture of disorder and vulnerability within the prison
system, making it clear that Macauley’s escape wasn’t merely a result of cunning but
also a product of systematic failures. Despite the prison’s lockdown, Macauley remains
at large, and the authorities have no concrete leads on his whereabouts, further
exacerbating the feeling of uncertainty and fear that is now settling in.

As the conversation unfolds, Saint’s determination to take action grows stronger. She
insists that she will not sit back and let Macauley roam free, especially with his violent



history. Despite Himes’s concern for her safety, knowing that Macauley has killed
before, Saint firmly asserts her desire to be part of the search effort. Himes,
acknowledging Saint’s capabilities and strength, remains wary due to the danger
Macauley poses, reminding her that her involvement in the case is not without risks.
The complexity of the situation deepens when Himes mentions that Macauley’s
daughter is currently under Saint’s protection. This connection adds a personal
dimension to the case, heightening the stakes and making Saint’s involvement even
more sensitive. Saint, however, stands her ground, confident that Macauley would not
return to the location from which he escaped. She believes that her understanding of
his mindset and behavior gives her an advantage, and her confidence in managing the
situation is unwavering, despite the risks.

At the heart of this conversation lies a complex web of trust, personal history, and the
weight of past actions. Saint had been the one to apprehend Macauley originally, and
this history creates a unique dynamic in their relationship. The conversation not only
touches on Saint’s professional capabilities but also delves into her past with
Macauley, a man who has crossed paths with her in ways that now complicate her
emotional investment in the case. Himes emphasizes the need for careful coordination
between various departments to ensure that all resources are effectively used in the
search for Macauley. While Saint is confident in her ability to contribute to the effort,
Himes’s concerns underscore the gravity of the situation and the danger that Macauley
represents. Despite her confidence and experience, there is an undercurrent of tension
in the conversation, a reminder that the search for Macauley will not be easy, and the
consequences of failure could be dire.

Saint’s emotional struggle is evident as she prepares to engage with this mission. The
chapter illustrates how the lingering weight of past decisions can affect present
actions. Despite the danger that Macauley poses, Saint is resolute in her commitment
to finding him. Her understanding of Macauley’s character and her experience in
dealing with him make her a critical player in this unfolding drama. However, as she
prepares to act, it is clear that the consequences of her involvement will reach far
beyond the immediate danger of locating the escaped prisoner. The personal stakes of



this case, especially with Macauley’s daughter under her care, mean that Saint’s
actions will carry heavy emotional repercussions. The tension that builds as she plans
to join the search hints at the complications that are yet to come. Macauley’s escape
may be the catalyst for a series of events that will test Saint’s resolve, her emotional
boundaries, and her ability to navigate the complexities of her relationship with the
dangerous fugitive she once captured. With each step she takes toward the search, it
becomes increasingly evident that the path ahead is fraught with challenges that will
demand more from Saint than she might be prepared to give.


