
Chapter 199

Chapter 199 of All the Colors of the Dark begins with a frantic and deeply anxious
Saint, who quickly realizes that Charlotte is missing. The town is thrown into a state of
urgency as Saint immediately wakes Michaels and two auxiliaries, accompanied by
Sammy, to alert the community about the situation. The weight of her growing anxiety
is palpable, and she is reminded of similar feelings she experienced two decades ago,
as she races through the streets of Monta Clare. The day’s fading light only heightens
her sense of urgency, and as she moves from St. Raphael’s to Monta Clare High, every
minute that slips away feels like an eternity. After her initial search, Saint returns
home, only to find Norma waiting on the porch. Norma’s presence intensifies Saint’s
fear, further underscoring the gravity of the situation and Charlotte’s potential danger.
This encounter deepens the anxiety that has already gripped Saint, who is now
painfully aware that the situation is dire.

Determined not to stop, Saint relentlessly continues her search, visiting various houses
to gather any relevant information. Her focus is primarily on individuals that Charlotte
had mentioned in passing, hoping to unearth any clue that might lead to Charlotte’s
whereabouts. As she moves from house to house, she is struck by the realization that
she doesn't know as much about Charlotte's life as she had once thought. This lack of
knowledge causes a gnawing feeling of vulnerability, and it dawns on her that the past
traumas, especially those tied to figures like Patch and Misty, still cast long shadows
over their present lives. Saint navigates through the woods, her flashlight cutting
through the growing darkness, all the while feeling the weight of her gun in her hand.
It serves as a symbol of her past experience and a necessary tool for protection as she
faces the unknown dangers ahead. The tension in the air builds as she presses on, her
only goal being to find Charlotte before time runs out.

The search eventually leads Saint to the Mad House, a place filled with memories and
uncertainty. When she finds Charlotte sitting quietly in her father’s chair, staring
intently at the television, a mixture of relief and frustration floods Saint’s heart. While
Charlotte’s presence brings the comfort of knowing she’s safe, her calm demeanor in
the midst of chaos is unsettling. As Saint approaches, she can’t help but feel the
weight of the moment—the girl who has been at the center of her fears is now sitting,
seemingly unaffected by the emotional turmoil that has been unleashed. On the
television, a segment plays that shows a poignant moment between Charlotte and her
father from two years ago. The scene, intimate and raw, shines a light on their
complicated history. The mood shifts dramatically when a woman from Arlington



recognizes a painting in a gallery and, upon seeing Charlotte’s face, decides to report
her as missing. This unexpected connection between the past and present forces Saint
to rethink everything she knew about Charlotte, and the sense of familiarity she once
had with the girl becomes fractured by this new information.

As Saint kneels beside Charlotte, she begins to notice the subtle shift in her emotions.
For the first time, Charlotte’s stoic exterior cracks, revealing the depth of the pain and
turmoil she has been carrying. The moment is crucial, signaling a turning point in their
relationship, as the emotional walls that have kept Charlotte distant from Saint begin
to crumble. The conversation between them reveals layers of hidden truths that have
been buried, offering Saint new insights into Charlotte’s complex life. However, as the
emotional moment unfolds, the door swings open to reveal Sammy, who brings
devastating news about Charlotte’s grandmother. This announcement cuts through the
growing understanding between Saint and Charlotte, casting a shadow over their
moment of connection. The news fills the air with a sense of helplessness, as it
becomes clear that the obstacles they face are far from over. The chapter closes on
this note of uncertainty and foreboding, leaving readers to ponder what’s next in this
web of relationships, trauma, and unresolved conflicts. This chapter, through its
exploration of grief, familial bonds, and the painful process of confronting the past,
highlights the emotional complexity of the characters and the depth of their struggle
to reconcile their present with their histories. The intertwining of Saint’s search for
Charlotte and the disturbing revelation about her grandmother deepens the narrative,
emphasizing the themes of vulnerability, the weight of unresolved emotions, and the
inexorable pull of the past.


