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In this chapter, the narrative explores the contrast between Gusev’s inner turmoil and the serene yet somber
ceremony of his burial at sea. Gusev, a character entrenched in his own struggles and reflections on mortality,
engages in a contemplative conversation with another passenger, emphasizing the value he places on
Christian fellowship and his concern for his family's well-being in his absence. His personal fears and the
familial responsibilities he bears are laid bare, revealing a deeply ingrained sense of duty and care. The stark
acknowledgment of his own physical deterioration and the oppressive conditions aboard the ship further
encapsulates the human vulnerability Gusev grapples with.

The transition to Gusev's final moments is marked by a vividly depicted feverish dream—a metaphorical
steam bath in a bread oven—synthesizing his longing for warmth and purification. This dream sequence
metaphor evokes a poignant contrast to his actual state; confined below decks, battling illness, and ultimately
yielding to death's embrace. The imagery escalates as Gusev is prepared for burial, his body sewn into
sailcloth with weights, a stark reminder of the physical reduction of life to its elemental form. The description
of his body, likened to a carrot or radish, broad at the head and tapering at the feet, imbues the narrative with
a grotesque realism, stripping away the romanticism often associated with death at sea.

The solemnity of the burial ceremony, conducted on the deck with military and religious rites, juxtaposes the
otherwise lonely and unceremonious nature of Gusev's final journey. The gathered soldiers and officers,
bareheaded and somber, and the chanting of the sailors provide a communal acknowledgment of Gusev’s
passing—a collective confronting of mortality that briefly unites the crew in a moment of reflection and
respect. This communal aspect highlights the notion that, despite the seemingly indifferent vastness of the sea
and the finality of death, human connections and rituals provide a semblance of meaning and solace.

In its essence, the chapter not only navigates the personal journey of Gusev as he grapples with his fate but
also delves into broader themes of mortality, the significance of rituals in the face of death, and the innate
human search for meaning and connection in their final moments. The narrative, rich with symbolic and
literal contrasts between life and death, individual and community, and struggle and acceptance, resonates
with a profound exploration of the human condition.


