
The Twelve

The Twelve are locked away in the Shambles, and the protagonist, still reeling from a prolonged illness, finds
themselves deeply concerned for Kellan and the others. After enduring a long period of sickness, with Ivar
providing much-needed care, the protagonist is finally able to return to the paint crew. However, the return
only unveils the grim reality of the twelve prisoners, who are in desperate states of physical and mental
decay. Seeing them in their cells, visibly broken and suffering, the protagonist is confronted with the harsh
consequences of their escape. Kellan’s reaction is particularly striking, as he greets the protagonist with a
visible sense of guilt, which speaks to the deep camaraderie forged between them in the shared suffering of
their ordeal. Kellan then recounts a painful journey that took him to what seemed like a safe haven, only for it
to fall apart when he encountered betrayal from Tom Skint. This moment of personal reckoning marks a
significant shift for Kellan, as his disillusionment with the world grows deeper, further compounding his
internal struggle.

As a storm looms on the horizon, the already grim atmosphere turns even darker. Werryck, in a cruel display
of power, enacts a punishment for the twelve by constructing a small, confining cage in which they are forced
to remain. The tension becomes palpable as the crew, their attention drawn to the cage, helplessly watches
the twelve being shackled in their misery. This moment serves as a disturbing reminder of the
dehumanization that the prisoners are enduring, their suffering becoming nothing more than a spectacle for
those in control. Among them, Kellan’s emotional scars run deep, marked by the trauma inflicted by the
compliance treatment. His outward loyalty to the captors is nothing but a painful mask, forced upon him by
the cruelty of his environment. The protagonist, witnessing this twisted show of power, is left with a heavy
heart, realizing how deeply the system has broken the will of these men.

The chapter takes a philosophical turn as the protagonist engages in a conversation with Werryck, pleading
for the humanity of the twelve despite Werryck’s chillingly rational explanations. The discussion reveals a
stark ideological divide, with Werryck defending the prisoners’ suffering as something they brought upon
themselves, based on the contracts that bound them to their fate. This rationalization serves as a shield for
Werryck, as he dismisses the very idea of compassion, seeing the suffering as an inevitable consequence of
the choices made. The protagonist, however, rejects this view, holding on to the belief that the twelve deserve
more than to be treated as expendable, their lives reduced to mere contractual obligations. This exchange
highlights the moral divide between the two, with the protagonist desperately clinging to an ethical
standpoint rooted in empathy and compassion, while Werryck represents a colder, more utilitarian view of
the world. The tension between them captures the broader conflict of power, control, and moral responsibility
that runs throughout the story.

As night falls, the atmosphere grows even heavier with despair, settling over the protagonist and the twelve.
The protagonist is forced to play music for Werryck, using the hymns as a means to navigate through the
building tension. The music, filled with themes of loss and yearning, permeates the air, creating a poignant
contrast to the surrounding darkness and suffering. The protagonist, absorbed in the haunting notes, finds
solace in the act of playing, even though it is done under duress. In the stillness that follows, surrounded by
the storm’s fury, the protagonist reflects on the tragic fate of those on the raft, realizing the shared suffering
that binds them all. This moment of introspection leads to a deep acknowledgment of the collective fate that
awaits them, highlighting the inevitability of their situation. Despite the overwhelming despair, a glimmer of
hope remains, as the protagonist, through their music, expresses a quiet defiance against the oppressive forces
around them. The chapter concludes with the protagonist’s realization that while they may be trapped in the
storm, both literally and figuratively, their resilience remains intact. The act of playing music for those in the
Shambles becomes a symbol of endurance, a reminder that even in the darkest moments, the human spirit has
the capacity to rise above adversity. This closing thought encapsulates the heart of the chapter: the power of
hope and resilience in the face of seemingly insurmountable odds.


