
The Greenstone Fair

"The Greenstone Fair" begins with the protagonist waking up in his lakeside home, a place known for its
unpredictable nature. Today, however, the lake is unusually calm, its stillness contrasting with the narrator's
reflective mood. The protagonist recalls how the lake has always seemed alive, its changing conditions a
constant reminder of the turbulent past, including ominous clouds that threatened storms and shipwrecks that
added to the lake's mysterious reputation. After a brief conversation with Kellan, his housemate, the
protagonist prepares breakfast, noticing Kellan's strange demeanor—his fearful eyes and the unusual
appearance of his hand. It is clear that Kellan, while physically present, is emotionally distant, adding to the
growing complexity of their relationship.

As the morning progresses, Kellan reveals that he recently delivered a set of books to Lark, and during
breakfast, their conversation touches on Kellan’s uncertain future. He speaks cryptically about wanting to
work on a "farm" in "Ontario," leaving the protagonist puzzled about the direction Kellan’s life is heading.
As the conversation unfolds, Kellan also shares that he has acquired an old Ford Ranchero, a car that needs
repairs, which leads to a brief but revealing moment. He mentions his dreams of working in microbiology,
though it is clear he is disappointed, using the metaphor of astronauts to describe his sense of being out of
reach from his aspirations. The protagonist listens, sensing Kellan's deep dissatisfaction with his life and the
disillusionment he faces.

Deciding to take a trip to Greenstone in search of auto parts, the protagonist and Kellan set out together, with
Kellan talking about his eccentric family along the way. The ride to Greenstone gives the protagonist a
deeper understanding of Kellan's struggles and further strengthens their bond, which feels like that of
siblings. Kellan's complex emotions surface as he discusses his ambition to work in a prestigious field, but
his tone betrays his resignation, as he feels that such dreams are unattainable. The protagonist, feeling
protective of Kellan, begins to understand the emotional weight Kellan is carrying, which makes him even
more determined to help him navigate through his difficulties.

Upon arriving in Greenstone, the protagonist is struck by the vibrancy of the market, full of colors, lively
conversations, and bustling activity. However, Kellan’s anxiety is palpable as they move through the market,
searching for the auto parts Kellan needs. During their time at the market, an unexpected confrontation
unfolds when Kellan inadvertently witnesses a clash between a brutish officer, Apeknuckle, and a local
vendor named Grabo. The altercation escalates quickly, with Grabo standing up to the officer, resulting in a
chaotic scene that adds an underlying tension to the otherwise busy market. This moment reveals the darker
side of Greenstone and the community's struggles with authority and oppression.

Despite the chaos, Kellan finds a small compass in the market, and he decides to purchase it as a gift for the
protagonist, symbolizing his caring side. However, as they head back to their vehicle, Kellan’s mood shifts,
and he grows more withdrawn, hinting at the troubled past that continues to haunt him. He confides in the
protagonist about the weight of expectations placed on him, especially in terms of contracts and
responsibilities, which he feels trapped by. This conversation deepens the bond between them, revealing
Kellan's vulnerabilities and the emotional baggage he carries. In a lighter moment, Kellan awkwardly
attempts to hide heavy automotive parts in his coat, creating a small comedic mishap that brings some levity
to the tense atmosphere.

As the day comes to an end, the protagonist reflects on the increasing complexity of his feelings toward
Kellan. While he feels a deep attachment to him, he is also concerned about the trajectory of their
relationship, especially as Kellan's unresolved issues continue to surface. The chapter concludes with a quiet
moment between the protagonist and Lark, who offers insight into Kellan’s artistic talents, as he often
sketches portraits of the people around him. These sketches serve as a reminder of the deep connections they
share and the evolving bond among them, symbolizing hope for their future despite the uncertainties they



face together.


