
SCENE 5.II.

In a poignant scene marked by the harsh realities of life and the shadows of past decisions, we are drawn into
a moment of quiet reflection and revelation in the gardens of a convent. Sister Martha and Sister Claire,
alongside Mother Marguerite, provide a brief insight into Cyrano's current state—starving, yet too proud to
accept aid, a reflection of his unwavering spirit, yet haunted by the specter of poverty. The arrival of Roxane,
draped in the somber hues of widowhood, alongside the Duke de Grammont, formerly Count de Guiche,
introduces a dialogue filled with regret, forgiveness, and a love that transcends death itself.

Roxane remains steadfast in her mourning and love for the deceased, holding onto his last letter as a sacred
relic next to her heart, signifying her enduring connection to him, suggesting that his presence lingers, a
testament to their unbreakable bond. The Duke seeks forgiveness and reflects on his possible underestimation
of Cyrano's character, hinting at a complex history marred by unspoken truths and misjudgments.

The conversation shifts as Le Bret enters, bringing grave news of Cyrano's deteriorating condition, painting a
vivid picture of his struggle against societal disdain, personal poverty, and the unforgiving approach of
winter. Despite his formidable spirit, symbolized through his unmatched swordsmanship and sharp wit,
Cyrano is depicted as battling unseen foes far deadlier than any man—the creeping, relentless assault of
solitude, hunger, and cold.

This chapter eloquently explores themes of love, loyalty, sacrifice, and the unyielding human spirit in the
face of adversity. It balances the weight of past actions with the tender, enduring hope found in genuine
connection and remembrance. Through the interactions of Roxane, the Duke, and Le Bret, we are offered a
glimpse into the complexities of history, the pain of loss, and the poignant beauty of remaining faithful to
one's heart amid the unrelenting passage of time.


