
Part 7

Part 7 of Blood Meridian delves into the complex and tense relationships among the men in the group as they
navigate the barren mountain landscapes. Among them, two men named Jackson, one black and one white,
are at the center of an uncomfortable dynamic. The white man attempts to engage with the black man, but his
efforts are met with clear resistance, highlighting the racial tensions that seem to shadow their interactions.
The black man’s discomfort is palpable, and the white man, seeking some relief from the harsh sun, attempts
to find shade in his shadow, which only escalates the discomfort. This awkward interaction speaks volumes
about the historical enmity between their races, setting the stage for the group’s uneasy coexistence and
foreshadowing the conflicts ahead.

The group’s journey takes them to a courtyard where supplies are distributed, including a crate of powerful
Colt revolvers. Glanton, the group’s presumed leader, tests the pistols on a small goat and a clay jar,
demonstrating their raw destructive power. His casual exhibition of violence highlights the brutality that
underpins their existence, as the power of the weapons is evident in the destruction they cause. This scene not
only establishes the group’s violent tendencies but also shows their lack of empathy toward the creatures they
use for target practice, symbolizing their disregard for life and the harshness of their world. Glanton’s
coldness in using the pistols also hints at his leadership style, one built on control, power, and intimidation,
where the value of life is measured by utility rather than moral or ethical considerations.

Following the gun demonstration, a group of soldiers arrives, intrigued by the gunfire and the carnage left
behind. The soldiers represent the law and order that stand in stark contrast to the anarchic and violent nature
of Glanton’s crew. Glanton interacts carelessly with them, showing no respect for their authority, while the
judge, an enigmatic figure in the group, steps in to take control of the conversation. The judge’s domineering
personality and his ability to manage the situation reveal the depth of his influence over the group, hinting at
his role as the intellectual and philosophical leader. The soldiers’ curiosity about the group reflects the
tension between order and chaos that defines the environment the men inhabit, where laws are bent or
ignored in favor of survival.

As the group continues on their journey, they encounter a group of destitute magicians, seeking safe passage
through the land. Despite their desperate appearance and eagerness to entertain, Glanton dismisses them,
showing his pragmatic and ruthless nature. He believes they offer no real value to his group, and this
dismissal speaks to the larger theme of survival through strength and pragmatism rather than any form of
empathy or support for others. The brief encounter with the magicians highlights Glanton’s harsh worldview,
one where survival is paramount, and any perceived weakness or irrelevance is quickly discarded. This
encounter also foreshadows the brutal realities that the group will face, where compassion is often absent and
survival depends on the ability to exploit situations and people.

The chapter culminates in a gruesome ambush, further emphasizing the horrific realities of the land they
traverse. The scene is filled with remnants of past violence and suffering, reinforcing the notion that the
world Glanton and his crew inhabit is one marked by bloodshed and destruction. As they rest among the
ruins of civilization, the shadow of death looms ever-present. Their interaction with the juggler’s family
reflects a complex mix of curiosity and disdain, symbolizing the harshness of their existence and the tension
that pervades their journey. The juggler, who might represent fate or illusion, captivates the group, subtly
hinting at deeper themes of survival, fate, and the choices that define the lives of those trapped in a world of
perpetual chaos. Through these interactions, the chapter underscores the bleakness of their existence, where
even the simplest of encounters is tinged with violence and suspicion, setting the stage for the moral and
philosophical dilemmas the characters will continue to face.


