
O: ARTHUR: By the River Thames, 1853–4

In the context of Arthur's life, an unexpected twist occurs when he becomes an apprentice at a prominent
printing and publishing house. Initially, Arthur performs menial tasks, such as cleaning and maintaining the
workspace, but soon he is permitted to engage with machinery, notably a rotary steam printing press.
Although the job seems hazardous, Arthur finds it enchanting and is captivated by the notion of creating
identical copies and the vibrant atmosphere of the print shop. The work environment is a stark contrast to his
school experience, devoid of harsh punishments, allowing him to thrive despite the occasional ribbing from
fellow employees.

Arthur is assigned to various projects, including the creation of postage stamps and exploring embossing
techniques. The burgeoning demand for illustrated prints in homes and businesses excites him, making his
role purposeful. Mr. Bradbury, his employer, enlightens him about the power of printed words, comparing
them to free birds reaching various audiences, regardless of class.

He becomes fascinated with the art of engraving and the works of significant artists and writers, nurturing his
burgeoning appreciation for beauty. Arthur’s aspiration for a better life ignites when he receives his first
wages; however, the lingering shadow of poverty is palpable as he walks through London, hyper-aware of his
modest existence compared to wealthier individuals.

A clash with his father upon returning home reveals familial tension as he tries to support his siblings with
his earnings but faces wrath instead. Despite physical abuse, Arthur’s resilience shines through as he
immerses himself in reading and literature. Mr. Bradbury recognizes his potential and offers him books to
borrow, igniting Arthur's quest for knowledge beyond the confines of his current life.

Arthur’s desire to enter the publishing sphere evolves as he articulates his aspirations, leading to Mr.
Bradbury’s encouragement of his growth. This mentorship becomes a pivotal moment for Arthur, marking
the beginning of his transformation from a boy in squalor to someone with dreams stitched from the pages of
books, encapsulating both hope and ambition amid hardship. The narrative beautifully interweaves themes of
aspiration, beauty, and the transformative power of literature, setting the stage for Arthur's journey.


