
I Cheerfully Refuse

I Cheerfully Refuse by Geoffrey W. Berman is a witty and insightful memoir that blends humor with sharp
social commentary. The book follows Berman’s experiences as he navigates the challenges of modern life,
refusing to conform to societal expectations while embracing individuality and free thought. Through
personal anecdotes and thoughtful reflections, Berman explores themes of resistance, authenticity, and the
importance of staying true to oneself in an often conformist world.
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the twelve

In this chapter, the protagonist grapples with illness and concern for Kellan, who is among twelve prisoners
isolated in the Shambles. After a prolonged period of sickness spent nudged by the care of Ivar, the
protagonist finally returns to the paint crew, only to confront the grim reality of the twelve in their cells,
visibly damaged and suffering. Kellan's initial expression of guilt upon seeing the protagonist reflects the
camaraderie that has developed amid their misfortunes. He recounts a tragic journey leading him to an
elusive refuge, filled with dashed hopes and the final realization of betrayal upon meeting Tom Skint.

The bleakness escalates as a storm approaches, prompting Werryck to devise a cruel punishment for the
twelve, which manifests in the construction of a small cage they are forced into. There’s a palpable tension as
the crew, whose attention is drawn to the cage, witnesses the helplessness of the twelve as they are shackled
in their misery on the water. The chapter captures the tragic innocence of Kellan as he grapples with the
psychological scars from a compliance treatment imposed upon him, revealing a disturbing façade of loyalty
enforced by his captors.

Furthermore, the protagonist engages in a haunting exchange with Werryck, pleading for the humanity of the
twelve despite Werryck's rationalizations and the contracts binding them to their fate. The conversation
captures a philosophical divide, driven by a stark dehumanization that pervades Werryck’s argument,
emphasizing that the twelve's suffering is entirely self-inflicted, a sentiment the protagonist desperately tries
to combat.

As night falls, the weight of despair grows heavier. The protagonist is forced into playing music for Werryck,
navigating tension through the hymns that speak of loss and yearning. In a moment of haunting stillness,
surrounded by the storm, reflection evokes thoughts of those on the raft, culminating in an acknowledgment
of their collective fates as the protagonist remains restless. The chapter closes with the protagonist’s solemn
realization: though isolated and trapped in the middle of the relentless storm, there’s a lingering hope as they
play for those in the Shambles, and in memory of those lost, igniting a sense of resilience amid despair.



lines of poison longitude

In this chapter, a group of sailors enjoys a day on the water, with Sol attempting to impress her grandfather,
Griff, by constantly providing food. Griff, who has a history of sailing dreams, discusses his past, including
the extravagant lifestyle of astronauts. As he takes the helm, however, he struggles to follow directions.
Initially, he fails to understand port and starboard, causing the boat to veer off course multiple times, creating
chaos onboard, with items flying about. Despite Sol's efforts to help her grandfather with steering, it’s
evident he cannot effectively adjust to the changing circumstances.

As the day progresses, Griff attempts to demonstrate his knowledge of weather forecasting, sharing his
created almanac filled with future predictions, reflecting on his confidence and understanding of various
sciences. However, as the wind picks up and the conditions worsen, he becomes increasingly agitated and
eventually resorts to actions that threaten the vessel's stability. His panic culminates in an incident that almost
sinks them but is averted when Sol successfully manages the boat after shutting off the intake he opened.

During the night, the situation remains tense. The sailors press on, facing the challenges of rough seas and
sleeping only fitfully. The narrative hints at Griff's deteriorating state, culminating in him becoming
unconscious after some distressing episodes. As dawn breaks, they discover they have arrived at an island,
potentially offering shelter. However, their relief is short-lived when they spot a daunting, unfamiliar ship
anchored nearby, marking a shift in their journey's tone.

The chapter closes with an ominous sense of betrayal as the protagonists face a threat from individuals on the
ship who seem to be observing their every move. Among them is a man named Tom Skint, recognized from
past encounters, intensifying the feeling of danger and foreshadowing future conflict. The description of the
ship reflects a sense of decay and menace, reinforcing their apprehension as they cautiously assess their new
predicament.

so young to be in jail

In this chapter, the protagonist reflects on the hazy aftermath of a recent traumatic event, likening their
escape to being swallowed by fog while aboard a boat named Flower. With minimal supplies—just a toy
compass, an incomplete chart book, and a headache from coffee withdrawal—they are aware that the world
they knew is behind them, yet they feel lost in this new reality. As memories of Lark, a significant figure in
their life, surface, the internal struggle weighs heavily on them.

Despite the circumstances, the protagonist tries to find solace in small acts of self-care, such as preparing
sardines on crackers that somewhat lift their spirits. They take stock of the limited books on board, including
navigation guides and a poignant collection by Molly Thorn, which stirs up mixed feelings of dread and
affection. The critique of the previous events in their life is clear; they acknowledge a lack of preparedness
for the journey they are forced to undertake.

As they navigate the fog, the protagonist recalls Lark's compassion, especially toward a young man named
William, who attempted to bomb her bookstore. While Lark expressed empathy and wished for a better life
for him despite his destructive actions, the protagonist harbors resentment towards those who have inflicted
pain upon them and questions the value of mercy towards their enemies.

Caught between fear, anger, and a nostalgia for Lark's understanding, the protagonist seeks to calm
themselves through music but instead finds a flock of gulls has occupied the deck, reminding them of fleeting
moments of peace amidst the turmoil. The chapter masterfully portrays the tension between the beauty of
nature and the weight of personal grief, leaving the reader with a poignant sense of emotional struggle as the
protagonist continues on their uncertain journey.



stubby golems on the fretboard

In this chapter, the protagonist reflects on his relationship with music, particularly with his beloved bass
guitar, Mr. Fender. As he plays, he recalls memories associated with his music—both joyful and
melancholic, including moments with Lark and the struggles of past gigs. Memories of Lark's last birthday
flood back, highlighting joyful times that contrast with the pain of their current separation due to his
captivity.

Werryck, his captor, enters and discusses the situation with a hint of sarcasm about Lark, whom he refers to
as a guest rather than a captive. The protagonist expresses his desire to see her, but Werryck dismisses this,
claiming that Lark trusts him, an observation that momentarily unsettles Werryck. The conversation shifts
towards the bass guitar, and Werryck urges the protagonist to play it, suggesting that music could serve a
purpose amidst his despair.

The protagonist obeys, realizing that confinement has diminished his spirit. As he plays, he finds a small
measure of comfort, noting how the act of playing provides a reprieve from his grim surroundings. Werryck
continues to appear daily, tracking the protagonist's progress with his music and the state of his captives, Sol
and Griff.

Eventually, the protagonist is allowed to step out of his cell, guided by the ship's steward, Ivar. Their journey
leads him to a well-maintained room with amenities he's long been denied. After a shower and a meal of
hearty food and red wine, he returns to his cell to find it cleaned and organized. This change breeds confusion
about Werryck's intentions.

When he finally meets Werryck in his quarters, he is taken aback by the modesty of the space, cluttered yet
personal. Werryck, though appearing disheveled and unwell, insists that the protagonist play for him. The
protagonist's initial attempts at music don't impress Werryck, who challenges him to deliver better
performances. Their conversation hints at tension, with Werryck displaying erratic behavior suggesting inner
turmoil.

In a moment of defiance, the protagonist asks to see Sol, but Werryck steers the discussion away,
emphasizing Sol's safety but keeping her at a distance. The protagonist cleverly asks for a book belonging to
Lark, but Werryck refuses, indicating a connection to their past. The chapter concludes with the protagonist
reluctantly agreeing to continue playing while trying to negotiate his circumstances, determined not to be an
ordinary inmate.

the Great Girard

In the early hours, the protagonist reflects on signs of destruction in Gold, Ontario, having witnessed a
significant geological event. He recounts how a once bustling town has become a ghostly ruin, noted through
a vivid imagery of the shoreline and a muted landscape. The sudden eruption of chaos begins with an ancient
dog howling in warning, leading to a collective awakening among locals, marked by strange occurrences and
disarray. The narrator, aboard a boat, escapes this chaos, mentally wrestling with the juxtaposition of beauty
and desolation as he sails through the rhythmic embrace of the sea, occasionally indulging in moments of
solitude, reminiscing about Lark, a significant figure in his life.

As he continues his journey, the tranquillity of the waters contrasts starkly with his unsettling thoughts. A
violent storm disrupts this peace, forcing him to navigate through a microburst that capsizes his boat
momentarily, revealing both the fragility of his vessel and an internal struggle with a mysterious noise that
unsettles him. The next destination is the town of Jolie, which he approaches with apprehension, pondering



its current state—whether it has succumbed to the same fate as Gold.

Upon arriving, the sense of neglect and abandonment is palpable, yet he finds a semblance of warmth in a
cafe where a friendly yet harried waitress serves him breakfast. News of recent tragedies weighs heavily on
him as he reads about suicides and lost hopes, pulling his thoughts back to Lark, who understood the depths
of despair surrounding them.

In town, the protagonist encounters Stevie, a mechanic who offers to repair his boat in exchange for music at
a benefit concert for a terminally ill man named Nils. He accepts, drawn into the local community’s fabric
while reflecting on their shared struggles and aspirations. Stevie informs him about the locals' sentiment
towards Nils's plight, emphasizing an acceptance of harsh realities where hope feels overshadowed.

Moreover, he receives medical attention from Dr. Girard, who is not only concerned about his physical well-
being but shares his own tragic story of loss, drawing a connection between their lives. The duo—Girard and
Evelyn—bond with the narrator, revealing their past sorrows and providing a sanctuary that contrasts his
lonely journey. As he prepares to leave for the Slate Islands, he grapples with the possibility of reconnecting
with Lark, wearing garments from Evelyn’s deceased brother, symbolically allowing the past to guide him
toward potential reunion or reconciliation with his lost love .

our bright & zippy Kellan

In this chapter, the narrator finds themselves in Thunder Bay, experiencing a moment of hunger that drives
them toward a bustling market set against a scenic lake. Upon arrival, they attempt to purchase grilled
chicken with U.S. currency, only to be reminded that they are in Canada, where the currency exchange is
necessary. The narrator frantically seeks a solution, recalling that they have an amplifier they could pawn to
acquire Canadian money for food.

At the pawnshop, they negotiate for the value of their amplifier, encountering a skeptical broker. However, in
a twist of luck, the broker pulls out an enticing Epiphone hollow-body guitar, prompting the narrator to listen
to the broker play it with newfound interest. Their transaction secures them some Canadian currency,
allowing them to return to the market and reclaim the chicken they had set aside.

After enjoying the chicken and gathering supplies, including eggs, bacon, and ice, the narrator feels a shift in
the weather as a storm brews on the horizon. They reflect on their past encounters with a woman at a service
station, revealing a dark history tied to a town called Gold, which had tragically disappeared. Amidst their
errand, they come across a missing persons bulletin board. To their shock, they find a poster of Kellan, their
companion, labeled as "our bright & zippy Kellan," stirring feelings of concern and complexity regarding
Kellan's fate.

As they prepare to leave, the narrator buys a phone and contemplates making a call about Kellan. After some
hesitation, they dial the number on the poster, which leads to an unexpected conversation with Werryck, a
character associated with Kellan’s past. Tension escalates as Werryck attempts to justify his actions and the
chaotic situation surrounding Kellan, as well as Lark's tragic circumstances. The conversation reveals
Kellan's dubious activities connected to a therapeutic substance called Willow, which complicates the
narrator's feelings about his character. Ultimately, they are left grappling with the implications of Kellan's
choices and Werryck's ominous offer to provide information in exchange for help. The chapter concludes
with rising conflict and the narrator’s determination to break free from Werryck’s manipulations.

first do no harm



In the opening of the chapter, the protagonist reflects on the melancholic presence of their friend, Labrino,
who knocks on their door one stormy spring night. Labrino has been in a troubled state for some time, often
appearing at the back step without knocking, leading to uncomfortable surprises. This time he enters,
showcasing his anxious demeanor as he brings up the Tashi Comet, set to pass Earth in thirteen months.
Labrino expresses skepticism, relaying his belief that comets are harbingers of bad luck, recounting past
disasters associated with celestial events, such as the Challenger explosion and the Chernobyl disaster.

Despite Labrino's dark perspective, the protagonist remains excited about the comet, having acquired a set of
binoculars in preparation for the event. Labrino, however, seems haunted by his personal struggles, which
include a fractured family and past trauma. He requests the protagonist to play music, leading to a moment of
connection as the protagonist, Rainier, retrieves his bass guitar. Through music, Labrino finds solace,
showing how simple melodies can uplift his spirits amidst the despair he feels about the world.

As Rainier plays, Labrino visibly relaxes, disappearing into the music that evokes happier memories. The
atmosphere shifts when Lark, Rainier’s companion, arrives with a burst of energy. Her presence invigorates
both men; she engages Labrino in friendly banter and dance, effectively lifting his mood. The music
transforms the space, allowing Labrino to forget his worries, even if just for a while. The chapter closes with
wisdom shared between Rainier and Lark, highlighting the bonds of friendship and the comforting familiarity
that sometimes exists within shared, simple moments, suggesting that friends can help each other navigate
life’s challenges.

Death right down to the cheekbones

In this chapter, a character named Sol excitedly reveals to her companion that she has stolen a considerable
amount of money from Richard, whom she refers to as "King Richard." Though initially cautious, she has
taken the opportunity to clean him out, knowing various hiding spots within his property. There's tension
between the two characters as they consider the repercussions of their theft, worried that Richard might
pursue them out of retaliation.

Sol dismisses the idea that Richard will catch them, pointing out his incompetence. However, as they
navigate their boat, the characters have a conversation about Richard's boat, revealing it to be an old, slow
tug named "Relax," which reassures them. As they continue down the waterway, they observe herons and
murals depicting figures that appear to come alive during their journey. Sol expresses curiosity about the
painted figures, pondering the significance behind these representations.

The narrative shifts as they reach Blinker, where they encounter Alistair at a bridge. He questions their
purpose for passing through, revealing the high toll for using the bridge and the complications of being a
first-time traveler. Despite being robbed of their money for the passage, the protagonist remains determined
to confront the unfair practices of the bridge toll system. Alistair appears apathetic and insistent on collecting
the fee for crossing the bridge, emphasizing the expenses linked to its maintenance.

As tensions rise, Sol pushes her companion to act decisively, displaying a certain cunning and
resourcefulness. They decide to dock for the night rather than pay the toll, amidst an ominous atmosphere
filled with distant screams and gunfire. The chapter concludes with whimsical moments shared between the
characters, as they try to distract themselves with stories despite the night’s earned weariness.

Overall, the chapter blends tension and humor, revealing character dynamics and establishing an intriguing
conflict against the backdrop of a treacherous landscape and authority.

Tonio to the letter



In this chapter, the narrator awakens from a vivid dream about a song linked to a comet, featuring people
from their life like Lark, Maudie, and others, along with Mr. Tashi, a character representing calmness amid
chaos. As the narrator hears church bells, they realize they are near a town named Lightner. Upon arrival,
they find a deserted municipal waterfront, remnants of a once-bustling town. After making a somewhat
clumsy docking attempt, they head into town to garner supplies.

While exploring, they overhear two children discussing the recent deaths of three people in their town,
raising intense feelings surrounding the topic of suicide versus seeking a better existence. The girl corrects
her brother, claiming it is not suicide if one merely steps through to another realm, suggesting the desperate
pursuit of hope in the shadow of despair. This conversation reflects the town’s atmosphere of grief and
confusion.

The narrator, seeking essentials, visits a grocery store where an empathetic cashier expresses sorrow about
the tragedies that have unfolded. She challenges the idea of suicide, sharing her perspective that people are
merely 'stepping through the door' when their future seems unfeasible. The conversation hints at broader
societal issues, with the cashier indicating that some have made provisions for when such a dire time arrives.

As the narrator departs, they are confronted by Officer Apeknuckle, who urgently advises them to leave the
area due to imminent danger from some out-of-staters connected to a past confrontation. Despite feeling
bewildered, the narrator complies and learns that the chaos surrounding their past actions has drawn
unwanted attention. In a poignant moment, they give the officer a harmonica intended for a boy named
Tonio, showcasing both the narrator's hope and their deepening sense of urgency.

As they finally head out to sea on their boat, longing for simple comforts like food and companionship, they
also feel isolated and vulnerable amidst an approaching storm, both metaphorically and literally. The chapter
paints a vivid picture of grief, societal despair, and the instinctual drive for survival against an often hostile
backdrop.

the day I remembered the future

In this chapter, a vivid atmosphere of tension and uncertainty permeates the ship. The protagonist, roused
from sleep by the sounds of hurried footsteps and clamoring, witnesses a peculiar moment that hints at both
tragedy and survival. The morning rusk brought by Ivar serves to underscore a grim reality; reports arise that
some of the twelve individuals presumed dead are still alive. The crew, tasked with painting a hallway,
discovers that this mundane assignment becomes a backdrop to the unfolding drama.

Harriet’s defiant refusal to paint a pristine corridor hints at the dissonance between routine tasks and the
profound human experiences occurring just beyond their peripheral vision. As the crew works, they receive
news of movement from the infamous raft. Tove, utilizing binoculars, announces signs of life, igniting a
flicker of hope among the paint crew. The arrival of a pelican near the raft symbolizes a connection to life
and vitality, juxtaposed against the human struggle for survival expressed through the awakening of the
twelve.

When Verlyn bravely ventures to see what lies beyond, followed by Harriet and Didier, Burke reluctantly
leads them to a vantage point where they can observe the twelve as they begin to revive. This sight of limbs
slowly stretching, interspersed with laughter and pain, stirs a complex range of emotions among the
observers—joy mingled with unease, hope tainted by skepticism. Amidst this spectacle, characters like
Werryck and Skint showcase a conflicting attitude, unable to fully embrace the miraculous survival of the
twelve.

As the day progresses, the protagonist reflects on the new possibilities that have emerged from this moment.
The future, once obscured, now feels tangible and promising, igniting ideas of life beyond their confines.



Yet, this fleeting hope clashes with the harsh realities of their existence aboard the ship—mechanical routines
persist despite the glimmers of life and laughter. Amidst their struggles, there remains a sense of anticipation,
a promise of what might be, encapsulating a longing for a future rich with experiences yet to come. The
chapter closes with an overall sense of transformation, as the mundane is intertwined with a newfound
perspective on life and survival within their constrained environment.

probably doomed and perplexingly merry

In the early hours along the Michigan coast, the narrator navigates their vessel with a child named Sol, who
sleeps soundly in the confines of a forward bunk. The narrator recalls the warmth and weight of her small
frame, struggling to adjust to the responsibility of carrying her. After anchoring in a calm spot called Misery
Bay, they prepare coffee in the galley while contemplating their journey ahead, particularly towards a canal
leading to Redfield and a figure named Griff. An uneasiness lingers as the narrator considers delivering Sol
to this individual, whose details remain elusive.

As the morning unfolds, they are confronted by a grotesque sight—a bloated corpse floating nearby. Despite
the grim discovery, Sol’s reaction is surprisingly nonchalant; she identifies the body as an "uncle" lost to the
lake, revealing her past of familial losses. The narrator's desire to shield Sol from horror is futile, as she
instinctively swims towards the body, insisting they must give it proper burial. This leads them to work
together to drag it ashore and bury it, an experience that transforms into an act of respect and solemnity.

With the sun high, they finally set sail towards Redfield, using the canal that promises to shorten their
voyage. The narrator reads from Folsum’s Anchorages, detailing the region’s charm, but Sol dismisses it as
ridiculous. Tension mounts as a storm approaches, and they race against time to navigate the rough waters
toward safety. Eventually, they locate the canal entrance, a less impressive gap in the shoreline than they
expected but a gateway to their future.

As they anchor within the canal, the atmosphere shifts, exuding a sense of tranquility. Sol identifies a kite
overhead, inciting fear as she perceives it as a watchful presence. The narrator reassures her, associating the
kite with hope—a reward for their successful burial and escape from Richard’s clutches. Enjoying vegetable
soup in the cockpit amidst the anticipation of an impending storm, they feel a mix of comfort and resolve,
prepared to face whatever challenges lie ahead.

promises I made and meant and broke

In this chapter, the narrator experiences the immediate aftermath of Lark's tragic incident. An ambulance
driver, previously familiar to him, arrives, and upon recognizing each other, he expresses his sympathy. The
arrival of the police disrupts the moment, as they interrogate the narrator, initially suspecting him of foul
play. They direct their accusatory questions toward the timeline of events, the nature of his marriage, and past
disputes, while he remains composed, insisting on their happiness and providing an alibi involving a lost dog
search. The detective’s demeanor shifts when the mention of Kellan, a man who harbors fears and secrets, is
brought up, particularly concerning a threatening figure named Werryck.

As the investigation ends for the night, the lead investigator warns the narrator about harboring a fugitive,
setting the stage for ongoing scrutiny. In the wake of these tense exchanges, Maudie, a friend, comforts the
narrator, offering him refuge in her home. Despite her kindness and the support from others, he struggles
with insomnia, haunted by haunting memories of Lark. During this time of grief, he discovers a bloodied
dog, Vixen, and tends to her injuries, finding companionship in her presence.



As days bleed into one another, the narrator becomes increasingly withdrawn, relying on friends who attempt
to help, but their kindness feels suffocating. The weight of Lark’s absence permeates his existence, affecting
his sense of purpose and stability. He reflects on her absence in their home filled with her belongings, feeling
an overwhelming sense of loss and an urgent desire to remember her fully.

A pivotal moment occurs as the narrator finds himself in the attic, confronting remnants of Kellan’s past.
Despite the turmoil, he experiments with deep breaths from a mask and regulator, grappling with despair. As
summer transitions into fall, he isolates himself in a nearby woodlot, where he forms connections with nature
and animals. However, a powerful memory of Lark resurfaces, leading him to reminisce about a shared boat
trip—a memory he had nearly forgotten—driving him to the boat shed, where he approaches the vessel that
symbolizes their past together, lost in the echoes of absence and yearning.

the phantom gramps

In the third morning on the seawall, Sol was troubled as she climbed on deck for breakfast. Noticing her
unstable demeanor and shiny eyes, it felt as if a second child lurked behind her gaze. To stave off the
haunting presence of this "waiting child," the narrator filled her plate with food, but she barely touched it. An
official vessel arrived, prompting a conversation about leaving the confines of their current location to search
for a man named Griff. Despite Sol’s initial agreement, her demeanor changed as she described Griff, stating
he was a machine mechanic, vendor, and part-time actor. Her vague details raised suspicions, leading the
narrator to question if Griff was a mere fabrication to escape the grip of Richard.

As they sailed along the coast, Sol insisted Griff was near a town called Ghent. However, upon reaching the
supposed location, they found no town, just remnants like brick chimneys and an abandoned breakwater.
Their journey continued to Baglow and Redfield, but each time, they encountered nothing but empty
promises regarding Griff’s existence. The narrator recognized that Sol had likely invented this ideal protector
out of loneliness.

Days passed peacefully on the water. They shared evenings catching fish and reading under the stars, yet Sol
caught peculiar, unhealthy fish. Approaching Port Mineral, the narrator contemplated Sol's future and hoped
to find safety among neighbors who were calm, unlike the chaos surrounding them. Arriving at the harbor,
the narrator went ashore despite Sol’s reluctance. An uneventful reconnaissance led him back to find Sol
fishing again. Just then, a familiar voice startled them—it was Griff, holding an overnight bag and appearing
both surprised and relieved.

The meeting was bittersweet; Sol's face reflected mixed emotions of joy and resignation as she approached
him. Griff, who seemed to have an aura of relief upon seeing her, shared his own struggles, implying he was
free from his previous life. Their reunion hinted at deeper complexities. Sol asked Griff to join them on their
journey to Canada, believing it was the start of something new. Although Griff's background raised caution,
the narrator felt compelled to extend kindness.

As they cast off towards Jolie, the sun warmed their spirits, now enriched with a new dynamic on board,
establishing the uncertain but hopeful journey ahead.

Kellan had drawn his face

The next morning, the narrator was awakened early and brought to the ship’s upper level where the paint
crew gathered. This area served as a commissary for the medical staff and other ship personnel. The crew
consisted of five members, informally led by a tenacious woman named Beezie. Skeptical of newcomers, she
nonetheless recognized that no one wanted the unpleasant task of scraping the walls, which were in disrepair.



The others, including Verlyn, an alopecia-stricken teen; Didier, an older man marked by scars; and Harriet, a
fierce and fearless woman, shared the work. Harriet held a belief that everything one created had an impact, a
sentiment that resonated with the narrator.

They were occasionally accompanied by a guard named Burke, who, despite his intimidating presence, took
an interest in the crew's lives. He appreciatively encouraged Verlyn to share a bizarre story from his
childhood about a dog transformation. This humorous distraction drew attention away from their task—a
situation that irritated Beezie. Burke was also responsible for introducing the narrator to Marcel, a janitor
whose presence had an uplifting effect on the crew.

As the narrator worked, they discussed the recent escape of a group known as "the twelve," sparking intrigue
among those below deck. The atmosphere thickened with fumes from cleaning solutions, inciting panic until
a fresh breeze blew in when a young janitor entered, causing a palpable change in the crew's mood. They
speculated about Marcel’s background and his connections, romantic or otherwise, with other crew members,
particularly focusing on his interactions with Tove, a cook.

Marcel soon arrived with a tray of pastries, and the crew indulged, forgetting their exhaustion amid the
delightful treats. He spoke kindly to everyone, showing a personable touch that endeared him to the crew.
When the narrator mentioned searching for a young girl named Sol, Marcel promised to keep an eye out but
kept their conversation light.

Later, the narrator was summoned to perform for Werryck. He noticed the older man had improved
physically, and the meeting turned personal as Werryck spoke of Sol’s progress, noting she was thriving
under her current care. The conversation shifted to the narrator’s concerns about Tom Skint, a menacing
figure, but Werryck assured him that Skint had already received consequences for his actions. Werryck,
however, cautioned the narrator against seeking parity for past grievances, suggesting that on the ship, power
dynamics were essential and that he must focus solely on playing music as expected.

the bitter ends in their teeth

As twilight set in, the atmosphere turned frigid as the protagonist and Sol prepared to make their escape using
a sailboat. Following Essie’s precise instructions, they stripped the vessel of its canvas and tied the mast
down, camouflaging it with muck from the water to escape detection. Earlier, the protagonist ventured into
Brighton, a haunting ghost town, where the remnants of a community contrasted starkly with the signs of
destruction; many homes were abandoned or charred. Essie's home was a somber shrine to her son, who had
joined a dubious medical program and returned severely incapacitated.

Despite feeling that their plan was tenuous due to Alistair's poor eyesight and the boat’s rigging, they
resolved to move forward, prioritizing urgency over caution as they approached the bridge separating them
from the mainland. From their vantage point, they observed Alistair, the bridge operator, and a gathering of
men and boys preparing for some sort of aggressive gathering. When Douglas, a fervent leader among the
men, arrived, he ignited zeal, leading a march across the bridge.

As they waited in the shadows, chaos erupted in Brighton, marked by fires and shouts, quickly escalating into
violent confrontations with the local populace. Alistair stayed oblivious in his booth, offering no indication
he was aware of the tumult below. Sol and the protagonist prepared to maneuver their boat, named Flower,
but their path was obstructed by the bridge.

With no alternative but to submerge the boat slightly to fit beneath, Sol entered the hull to let in water. The
act of sinking Flower was simple yet harrowing, as they risked detection by Alistair, who had begun to take
notice of their presence. In a tense moment, he nearly spotted them but instead failed to recognize the
disguised boat against the backdrop of murky water. After a heart-pounding transition beneath the bridge that



nearly cost them their chance of escape, they emerged unscathed yet shaken.

Returning to the dock, the protagonist faced devastating visuals of the aftermath of the night’s violence, with
the site of the bridge now alight with flames and the figures of those recently hanged still suspended above
the water. In the aftermath, the protagonist called out for Sol, escalating concern as she seemed to have
vanished amidst the chaos. His frustration and anxiety grew, emphasizing the tenuous hold on fate as he
searched for her in the darkness .

when a flame is lit, move toward it

When I met Lark, two critical ideas impacted my life: the importance of reading and embracing new
experiences. Though I had always been a capable reader, I seldom indulged in books due to my
upbringing—my parents had little interest in literature. This background made me somewhat of an outsider,
lacking in finesse but not malice; I often embodied a friendly brute, reminiscent of the role I naturally played
in a grade-school production.

At twenty-eight, I was a house painter and an amateur musician in Duluth. On one cold winter day, I sought
refuge in the library for a quiet place to enjoy my lunch. Seated in a secluded carrel, I heard a woman at the
help desk soothing anxious patrons with her calm, melodic voice. Her ability to address fears and confusion
in others captivated me. Even as I sought to glimpse her, she remained hidden behind a peculiar character,
further intensifying my curiosity.

Returning to the library daily, I began listening intently to her interactions. She not only guided patrons to
resources but intuitively addressed their unvoiced questions and needs. Her discussions of literature—which
seemed like a different world from mine—left me awe-inspired. I scribbled down recommendations like
“Dickens” and “luminous,” marveling at her rich insights while secretly wishing to engage more with this
enchanting figure who embodied grace and knowledge.

Driven by a desire for connection, I expanded my library visits to include actual reading—Dickens, Connor,
and others pulled me into complicated narratives. I experienced an intense obsession with literature while
neglecting my work, painting jobs fading into the background as stories became my escape. The timeless
tales of Beowulf, Odysseus, and other literary figures resonated with me, igniting a passion for narratives of
struggle and heroism.

In this frenzied pursuit, I stumbled upon Molly Thorn’s elusive work, often murmured about across the city. I
eventually obtained one of her novels, intrigued by Lark’s reverence for her work. But amid the recent
societal shift toward anti-intellectualism, there lingered a trepidation surrounding literature itself. Despite all
this, my anticipated discovery of Molly’s book became a personal quest, one signifying the hope of cherished
narratives against an ever-changing world.

an affable ghost anchored nearby

In this chapter, the narrator reflects on a childhood incident involving Tonio and a painful memory from his
past where he faced off against a group of kids. This experience marked a turning point in his school life,
transitioning him from being an object of hatred to a figure of camaraderie among peers. He recounts the
thrill and camaraderie that arose from this new dynamic until a confrontation with an older boy, which
ultimately left the narrator feeling guilty and alone again.

As the narrative shifts, we find the protagonist spending time in a shed rented from a neighbor, where he
thinks about a small sailboat named **Flower**, owned by Erik Haflinger, an older neighbor who engaged



him in boat restoration projects. Throughout their interactions, Erik shared dreams of taking **Flower** on
grand adventures across various water bodies, evoking a sense of nostalgia and desire for the sea despite the
protagonist’s fear of water, particularly Lake Superior. Erik, a skilled craftsman, becomes a pivotal character
as he falls ill, requiring the narrator's assistance as his condition worsens. Their friendship deepens during
this period, leading to an emotional farewell when Erik leaves the boat to the narrator, a gesture laden with
meaning.

The protagonist's relationship with Lark comes to the foreground as well. Lark, who grew up in a familial sea
environment, proposes an adventure of sailing to the Slate Islands. Despite the narrator’s lack of experience
and awareness of the notorious weather conditions of the lake, he enthusiastically agrees, swept up in Lark's
spirit of adventure. They rent a boat that feels unstable at first but soon becomes an emblem of their journey
together.

They set sail amidst lively winds, feeling the thrill of exploration as they navigate their way across the water,
anchoring at various picturesque locations. However, a sudden storm challenges their sailing skills and tests
their resolve, leading to a frantic struggle for safety. The day after the storm, they find a semblance of
normalcy as they explore the tranquil environment of the Slate Islands, meeting an enigmatic old woman
whose presence captivates them and intertwines with Lark's admiration for her.

The chapter encapsulates themes of nostalgia, friendship, bravery, and the complexities of human connection,
all intertwined with the elemental forces of nature, challenging the protagonists on their voyage of self-
discovery and adventure .

the windmill is a giant

The chapter opens with the narrator waking in a cabin filled with half-completed projects, a sense of renewal
evident in the softness of light and the absence of physical ache—a contrast to his previous experiences. The
initial relief is quickly overshadowed by introspection, as he examines a piece of teak trim and reflects on the
neglected state of his boat. He recalls the work done by Erik, recognizing the urgent need to repair corroded
chainplates and neglected parts of the vessel. Despite his solitary efforts aboard the boat, thoughts of Lark
linger in his mind, suggesting an emotional tether to her presence.

As the narrator invests time in repairs, he contemplates their shared past—particularly a troubling incident in
the Slates where Lark's connection to a mysterious woman named Molly raises questions. This leads him into
deeper reflections about purpose and destiny related to sailing to the Slates. His determination crystallizes as
he articulates his plan to finish the boat and embark on this journey.

Navigating between his home and the sea, he grapples with memories that disrupt his routine. While the boat
becomes his refuge, he recalls haunting moments from his past, particularly a traumatic event involving Lark,
which surfaces in hazy recollections of chaos and violence. These haunting memories propel him deeper into
isolation, seeking solace aboard the boat amidst a burgeoning sense of purpose.

The chapter transitions to a pivotal moment when Harry invites the narrator back to perform at the reopening
of the Lantern. The sense of camaraderie with friends reignites a flicker of joy, contrasting with his prior
emotional desolation. However, this emotional uplift is shattered when he encounters Werryck—a figure
linked to Lark’s demise—triggering a rush of dread as Werryck's presence becomes menacing. The narrator's
instinctual response is to pivot his music into a desperate, chaotic outburst, echoing his internal turmoil.

As he flees immeasurable fear, he seeks refuge in the stormy night, ultimately finding himself on the cusp of
a greater confrontation and the possibility of freedom on the turbulent waters. His journey is punctuated by
wreckage, unresolved connections, and the looming threat of Werryck, signaling a confluence of past
traumas and unresolved future paths .



the twelve, again

In this chapter, Ivar urgently interrupts the narrator's work to inform them that Werryck, who is suffering
from a severe migraine, has requested their presence. Overdosed on shadows, Werryck's quarters are dark
and stifling, reminiscent of "cheese sweating in a warm room." When the narrator begins to play the bass
guitar, Werryck, despite his pain, shows a rare moment of calm, indicating an unusual receptiveness instead
of his typical agitation.

As Werryck eventually falls asleep, his exhausted state marks a stark contrast to a vibrant life; he appears
weary and withered, symbolizing his declining strength. The tranquility shatters with the arrival of Tom
Skint, who announces that they are leaving the ship, prompting Werryck to rise, despite his discomfort. As
they proceed through the corridors, Werryck stumbles but remains determined.

On deck, Skint demands for everyone to return to their quarters, yet the crew seems oblivious to the urgency
of the situation. A heavy rain begins to fall, revealing a lurking tension among the security guards as Marcel
emerges, seemingly having authority despite his janitorial appearance. Skint’s attempts to enforce order grow
increasingly futile as members of the crew begin vacating the ship without heed to the lockdown.

As tension escalates, the guards disarm against the backdrop of a chaotic standoff. Skint fires his weapon,
hitting an innocent guard and apparently wounding Marcel. A chaotic struggle ensues, culminating in Skint
being thrown overboard after a confrontation with the narrator. This act signals a change in power dynamics
as the crew rises against former authority, fueled by adrenaline and desperation.

In the ensuing pandemonium, Werryck, despite his agonizing condition, aids in the liberation of imprisoned
crew members. As chaos unfolds, Hazel, a figure among the crew, tries to rally everyone as they contemplate
the uncertainty of leaving the ship for the cruiser in the rainy night. The narrative balances moments of crisis
and solidarity, culminating in a sense of emerging hope despite overwhelming challenges.

The chapter closes on the protagonist's emotional turmoil as they part from familiar faces, processing the
unfolding upheaval while remembering those who opt to remain in the tangled remnants of their previous
lives. The air is charged with desperation and the bittersweet nature of liberation.

bad thoughts about authority

In this chapter, the narrator and Sol find themselves anchored on a canal, where they appreciate the tranquil
surroundings, including orchards and fields. Sol, initially energetic and larger than life, appears to shrink into
herself under a blanket while sleeping, prompting the narrator to reflect on her vulnerability and the dire
circumstances they face. As the night passes, he wishes for his bass guitar to calm her with music but
struggles to recall a comforting melody.

With dawn, the scene brightens as children fly a kite nearby. Sol expresses concern, mistaking the kite for
something sinister, which she refers to as a "death angel." She recounts a troubling belief imparted by
someone named Richard, suggesting that there are celestial beings watching over them, eager to monitor their
thoughts about authority. This moment highlights Sol's whimsical yet dark worldview.

Their morning shifts focus to pancakes, which Sol suggests, and they enjoy a meal under the sun, leaving
behind the notions of death angels. Sol develops a fascination with the kite, wanting to fly it herself. During
this time, the narrator reminisces about his own kite-flying experiences, portraying it as a joyful pursuit akin
to catching a fish in the sky.



Their peaceful morning is disrupted by a group of local boys, who initially appear innocent but soon cause
chaos by shooting at the narrator with air rifles and rutabagas, leaving him amused and exasperated. When
Sol appears with a spear, the boys retreat, intimidated by her presence.

As they navigate through the canal, they observe stark contrasts between the lively mainland and the
deteriorating island, where despair permeates amidst neglected homes and landscapes. The chapter also
explores the growing tension between islanders and mainlanders, highlighting the bitterness of envy and
resentment that has taken root among the island's inhabitants.

Seeking supplies and fuel, they visit a rundown gas station where they encounter Douglas, a peculiar and
chatty man who provides insight into the local dynamics and invites them to partake in a monthly communal
vigil against perceived local evils. Despite the unsettling atmosphere, they manage to gather their groceries
and necessary items.

Ultimately, they leave with some supplies, but not without noticing the absence of a supposed bulldog from
earlier—a detail that raises questions about Sol's mysterious acquisition of cash to support their provisions,
setting the stage for deeper explorations of her character in the narrative to come.

a church you could bear

Lark woke early, and together they left the house quietly, leaving Kellan upstairs. Lark prepared an armful of
lilacs and a maple bough, creating a lush spray for the car ride to Labrino’s. As day broke, Lark comforted
Rainy, reassuring him that listening to their friend was a sign of true friendship despite his feelings of failure.
They adorned the fence with the flowers and soon turned their attention to the local shop, Bread.

Owned by Maudie Antoinette, Bread began as a bakery known for delicious domed peasant loaves made
from a secret recipe left by a vanished Spanish baker. In less than a year, Lark had befriended Maudie,
bonding over cherished books and a barter arrangement with a local distiller. Their friendship led to
integrating a used book shelf into the bakery, slowly expanding into an entire wall of bookshelves,
transforming it into a quaint bookshop filled with character.

As they unpacked books, customers appeared, primarily for Maudie's bread and pastries. An old man entered
the shop, bringing an air of delight as he browsed the shelves. Lark's pride in their shop was evident. The old
man engaged Lark, eventually inquiring about what lay under the counter. When Lark revealed the rare
Molly Thorn, he was taken aback and expressed his longing to purchase it, although she hesitated. He
promised to return.

As they prepared for Lark’s upcoming birthday, Rainy felt anticipation overshadowing earlier grief.
Meanwhile, Kellan organized decorations while Rainy contacted friends for food and drinks. The night of the
celebration was lively, filled with music and laughter, reminiscent of a communal gathering without the
pressure of correctness.

The old man also attended, enjoying the music and community spirit as the gathering grew. He shared
whiskey and offered thoughtful reflections on life, appreciating Lark's presence as a treasure to the
community. However, Rainy noted Kellan's absence and sought him out, frustrated but eventually rejoining
the celebration.

As the night wound down and guests departed, Lark found warmth in Rainy's embrace. They discussed the
merry chaos of the evening and turned toward dreams of children they never had. In a tender moment, Lark
shared visions of adventures and names fitting their imagined son and daughter, drawing Rainy into a
dreamlike conversation as the night slipped away.
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quixotes

Back inside, Lark excitedly revealed that they had a boarder arriving that evening, prompting them to prepare
the attic room they occasionally rented out. The space was modest, consisting of a bed and a half bath, and
had remained largely empty due to the quietness of travelers on the now dangerous highway. As Lark
described their decision to accept a boarder, she whimsically acknowledged their nature as "quixotes," open
to possibilities despite the circumstances.

Lark then unveiled her delight about the boarder, Kellan, and presented a bound galley of a long-sought
book, *I Cheerfully Refuse*, by Molly Thorn—a unique author whose works had captivated Lark since
childhood. Kellan had brought the advance copy into the store along with other titles, reviving Lark's long-
standing desire to read it. The book was significant for its rarity, and Lark shared her history of searching for
this elusive title since she was twelve.

As they prepared the room, Lark offered information about Kellan, describing his slender figure and notable
features, including a damaged hand. The conversation turned to an infamous event from Michigan's labor
history where workers disappeared, noted for their skeletal appearances, prompting Lark to refer to Kellan as
perhaps a "squelette."

When Kellan arrived, he was seen as fragile and shy, carrying a children's suitcase and showing reluctance to
engage in conversation or even accept food. Lark guided him upstairs to his room while they tended to final
preparations. Later that night, Lark and Rainy exchanged whispers, contemplating Kellan's mysterious
origins and the future they could foresee for him, which was a peculiarity of Lark’s. He planned to head to
his uncle’s in Thunder Bay, and Lark asked Rainy to assist Kellan with his car, sensing he would need help.

As they settled back into comfortable silence, the narrative reflected on the peculiarities of human
connection, the remnants of a troubled journey, and the little joys hidden within the mundane. Lark's intuitive
grasp of Kellan's character hinted at a story yet to unfold, as both she and Rainy navigated the blend of
hospitality and curiosity that the new boarder embodied.

forty-two years

In a series of late-night visits to Werryck, the protagonist witnesses fluctuations between Werryck's agitation
and tranquility. During one session, Werryck reveals he hasn't slept in forty-two years, a result of trading
sleep for revenge and influence. This admission stirs reflections on Lark's belief in redemption for those who
have wronged her, such as Large Beef, the man who attempted to firebomb her shop. The
protagonist—somewhat intimidated by Werryck's complexity—chooses to play a familiar bass line on his
instrument.

Werryck recounts a vivid dream from his past, a thrilling car ride off a mountainside, illustrating his longing
for dreams which he has been deprived of. As the protagonist contemplates the essential nature of sleep,
feelings of sadness for Werryck emerge.

Later, work assignments lead the protagonist and his crew to the dark and cold confines of the ship’s
Shambles—a detention area below the waterline. The crew learns they will be sealing corroded steel hulls



with hot tar. Entering the Shambles, they navigate through oppressive darkness, encountering dim lights and
signs of decay, culminating in eerie scenes of inmates serving their sentences.

Upon meeting Marcel, a fellow worker in the Shambles, the protagonist is introduced to Maggie, a woman
confined in a cell who has been hearing music through the plumbing—specifically the protagonist's playing.
Their heartfelt exchange reveals Maggie’s appreciation for the music, offering a glimpse into the unexpected
connections formed in dire circumstances.

As the workday ends, Ivar appears with a slip of paper containing the name "Sol," hinting at hidden
narratives and emotions. This revelation invokes an amused and lively response from the protagonist,
momentarily easing the tension of their monotonous lives. That night, Werryck appears more vulnerable and
mortal, falling asleep while the protagonist plays soothing music. This nocturnal intimacy transforms the
atmosphere, revealing deeper layers to Werryck beyond his initial imposing demeanor, concluding the
chapter with a sense of both fragility and connection in a harrowing environment.

the medicine ship

In "The Medicine Ship," the main character finds themselves imprisoned in a low, dank cell aboard a ship.
Surrounded by damp corridors and a pervasive odor, they grapple with anxiety over a child named Sol, who
is in peril due to their circumstances. Sol had recently shown signs of improvement after a troubled past, and
the protagonist’s concern for her well-being heightens their sense of helplessness.

Hours blend into an indistinguishable haze as the character tries to suppress their panic. They feel guilty,
attributing Sol's current misfortune to their own actions, and they wonder about the man she calls family,
Griff, believing he might offer some protection. The isolation leads to desperation; the protagonist finds
themselves reluctantly drinking from a dirty tap, only to feel sick afterward.

Food is scarce, and a nameless guard occasionally delivers dry bread through a slot in the door.
Communication with this guard is minimal, punctuated with tense moments of silence and unanswered
questions about Sol's whereabouts. The protagonist's isolation is compounded by the sense of being trapped
in a bureaucratic nightmare, wherein they learn they are at the mercy of the Expedited Judicial Fairness
Protocol, which quickly convicts individuals without proper trials.

Eventually, Werryck, a familiar yet intimidating figure, arrives to convey the terms of their situation,
revealing that the protagonist is under conviction for harboring stolen pharmaceuticals. The protagonist
resists, struggling to understand the ramifications of a conviction made without a proper trial. Werryck,
seemingly pleased by the protagonist's awareness, discloses that the ship functions both as a pharmaceutical
manufacturer and a correctional facility, implying that conditions in other facilities are worse.

In a surprising turn, Werryck returns the protagonist's cherished bass guitar, signaling a moment of humanity
in their interaction. Despite a brief moment of connection, Werryck's demeanor quickly shifts when the
protagonist inquires about Sol, revealing the tensions surrounding their fate and Werryck's skepticism about
Griff, Sol's guardian. The protagonist remains tormented by uncertainty, as they attempt to comprehend their
new reality while holding tight to the hope for Sol's safety on a ship dedicated to medicine .

a bear in human form

In the chapter, the narrator spends Monday mornings in a large house with a group of energetic children,
overseen by Cora. Despite being there to teach music fundamentals, the narrator realizes that the true aim is
to provide a distraction for these demanding children, many of whom rate high on the Feral Comportment



Continuum. The narrator amusingly recounts their past, mentioning that until the age of ten, they believed
their grandfather was a Kodiak bear, which parallels the chaotic energy of the children.

One day, Tonio, a "high eight" on the behavioral scale, appears unusually withdrawn. Normally exuberant, he
simply sits alone while the others bellow requests for songs. The narrator recalls Tonio's unique demeanor;
he usually doesn't speak but seems to have his own internal world. Trying to reconnect with the children, the
narrator shares vibrant stories of legendary musicians, but they remain restless, throwing snacks at Tonio,
who cowers for protection.

In an attempt to shift the atmosphere, the narrator plays music and encourages participation. However, as
chaos escalates and snacks fly, Tonio finds himself targeted. The narrator's attention shifts to the power
dynamics at play; Cora not only fails to protect Tonio but appears to incite the children's meanness. This
observation stirs anger within the narrator, leading to a visceral response that intimidates the children
temporarily.

After the hour concludes, Tonio stumbles out, followed by a pack of classmates who shove him down. As
Tonio scrambles for safety, the narrator feels compelled to offer protection, proclaiming a bond of friendship.
However, the sincerity behind this promise unravels as the narrator reflects on the complexity of such vows:
protection is a fragile assurance that often cannot withstand reality.

This chapter captures the tumultuous interaction between the narrator, the children, and their behavioral
struggles, highlighting themes of innocence, safety, and the nature of promises understood within the fragile
realm of childhood.
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a bold round face and a curving tail

In a maritime escape, the characters leave behind an ominous past, journeying away from danger aboard the
ship "Flower." As they round the eastern tip of the island, the ship's immense shadow looms, illuminated
against a dark sky, hinting at its historical significance. With the mainsail rendered useless, they rely on the
jib and the steady hand of Burke, revealing that he is more competent at sailing than expected. The group's
tension simmers, especially regarding their captors Werryck and others left behind, and the constant threat of
recapture lingers in the air.

As the days stretch on, the gang navigates through rain, hunger, and fatigue, ultimately easing into the quiet
harbor of Jolie, where life begins anew. They find solace at the Girards' home, where Evelyn offers warmth
and hospitality. Though they struggle with the physical and emotional toll of their escape, the bonds between
them begin to form stronger roots in the safe haven.

Burke’s departure after ten days leaves mixed feelings within the group, particularly as Sol seems disengaged
from him, having perceived his darker moments. Meanwhile, the narrator manages to secure work with a
local welding shop, solidifying their place in the new environment.

The narrative then shifts to Sol’s parallel journey of adjusting to life outside of captivity. Her early
impressions of the ship demonstrate a complex emotional landscape — a mix of comfort and trepidation
surrounding her identity and experiences. She recalls the kindness of a woman who provided meals but was
never conversational, instilling in Sol a fear of losing her name through the promise of better ones. This fear



highlights her struggle with identity and recognition in an unforgiving reality.

As spring approaches, Sol’s growing affection for gardening reflects her resilience and desire for normalcy as
she plants seeds around the town. News trickles in about their former captors through the excitable
*Mosquito*, revealing a miraculous escape while shedding light on familiar yet distant faces from their past.

The chapter culminates with an introduction to Harriet, a figure from the past who brings tidings about the
ship and its occupants, including disconcerting news of loss and resilience. Through their exchange, the
narrative explores themes of survival, hope, and the bittersweet nature of returning to life after trauma,
leading to a contemplative view of the comet’s arrival, symbolizing unforeseen futures.

the Greenstone Fair

In the chapter titled "the Greenstone Fair," we find the protagonist waking up alone in his house by the lake,
a place known for its turbulent nature—although on this day, it's surprisingly calm. He reflects on the lake's
sentience, recalling past events including ominous clouds and shipwrecks, while enjoying the serene
environment. After a brief interaction with his housemate Kellan, the protagonist prepares breakfast,
acknowledging Kellan's reserved nature and his unique appearance—the fearful look in his eyes and his
unusual hand.

Kellan, who has recently made a significant book delivery to Lark (the protagonist's companion), is depicted
as nervous yet oddly familiar. They engage in conversation while sharing breakfast, where Kellan hints at his
uncertain plans— “farm” and “Ontario.” Their exchange reveals Kellan's backstory, including a recent
acquisition of an old Ford Ranchero in need of repairs.

The two decide to visit Greenstone to seek auto parts. As they drive, Kellan shares anecdotes about his
eccentric family, revealing a kid-brother-like dynamic between him and the protagonist, who feels a
protective instinct toward Kellan. Throughout the ride, Kellan discusses his aspirations in microbiology,
particularly wanting to work in a more prestigious field related to astronauts, only to face disappointment
when revealing it’s a metaphor for the powerful elite.

Upon reaching Greenstone, the protagonist describes the vibrant market atmosphere filled with color and
activity, contrasting Kellan's growing anxiety. They navigate through various stalls, and as Kellan scours for
parts, he inadvertently witnesses a confrontation involving a brutish officer known as Apeknuckle. This
encounter escalates quickly when Grabo, a vendor, resists the officer's bullying, showcasing her strength and
sparking a chaotic scene.

Despite the commotion, Kellan finds joy in a small compass he purchases, intending to gift it to the
protagonist. However, his mood dims as they return home, hinting at his troubled past. Kellan reveals a
burden of expectations and contracts, suggesting he feels trapped and discontented with his situation. After a
humorous mishap involving heavy automotive parts tucked away in his coat, Kellan requests the protagonist's
help to install the ball joints.

As the protagonist reflects on the day's events and prepares for a music gig, he struggles with the complex
feelings of attachment to Kellan, worried about the direction their relationship may take, especially in light of
Kellan's circumstances. The chapter closes with a tender moment between the protagonist and Lark,
emphasizing Kellan's artistic talents that capture their essence in his sketches, signifying the budding
connection among them all.

trouble me no more



In this chapter, Kellan continues to play an integral role in the lives of the narrator and Lark as he undertakes
various tasks around their home, hiking up a memory of happier times when they had chickens. However,
Kellan struggles with severe panic attacks, which culminated in a frightening episode where he fell asleep
with the gas running. This moment showcases not only Kellan’s fragile state of mind but also the narrator's
determination to support him through these challenges.

As spring brings new possibilities, Lark and the narrator discuss a book cache in the city, hinting at their
shared passion for unique finds. Lark reveals the treasure trove of books she has found to help keep her shop
thriving, emphasizing that their shared pursuits bring some joy amidst their personal struggles. Although the
narrator wishes to accompany Lark, he becomes increasingly worried about her safety as she decides to go on
her own.

They share a concerning anecdote about a friend who encountered danger during a similar nighttime trip,
heightening the sense of unease and foreshadowing the night’s unpredictable outcomes. Kellan insists on
joining Lark for what begins as a harmless outing but raises questions over whether the risks might
compromise their safety further.

Later in the chapter, the narrative shifts to a vivid visit the narrator takes to Jack Labrino, who appears in an
unexpectedly upbeat state and reveals he's ready to embrace change in his life. In a heartwarming yet
poignant exchange, he recalls memories of his past, placing emphasis on optimism despite his struggles. The
chapter deepens as Labrino confides his intentions to pass on his home and bar to his family, asserting peace
with his decisions.

The tone shifts dramatically when Labrino consumes a drug that brings about his passing, leading the
narrator to face an overwhelming sense of loss. Labrino's death leaves the narrator reeling as he processes the
gravity of the moment while simultaneously reflecting on the memories shared with him.

In the aftermath, Lark returns with Kellan, buoyant from their successful book find. Their excitement
contrasts starkly with the narrator's sorrow, culminating in a yearning for both closure and the need to realize
that celebration may be essential even in times of grief. Ultimately, the chapter closes with a delicate balance
of loss and hope for healing within their bonds.

white-maned horses

In the midst of a fierce storm, the narrator battles treacherous seas while aboard a boat named Flower. The
scene opens with the tumultuous waves crashing against the seawall, creating a chaotic environment filled
with rain and wind. As the narrator struggles to maintain control, they realize that the vessel is in peril, and
it’s not sinking that they fear, but rather the imminent threat of crashing onto the rocks.

Seeking a solution, the narrator secures the tiller and goes to deploy the anchor, which succeeds in stabilizing
Flower against the relentless waves. Despite the chaos, the situation calms somewhat when the sail is hoisted,
allowing the boat to pick up speed. Embraced by the elements, the narrator reflects on the struggles of the
night and the elation of hoisting a sail after years. The shoreline gradually comes into view, bringing a sense
of hope and salvation as the narrator contemplates disembarking.

As dawn approaches, visibility improves, yet the narrator is reminded of the challenges of sea life when they
wake with a stiff neck and find the boat in a disheveled state. Despite the storm’s aftermath, familiarity
emerges as they spot the shoreline more clearly. However, the contentment is short-lived. The narrator is
overcome with a strong desire to reach land, fueled by hunger and fatigue, prompting a moment of
desperation: they consider swimming ashore.



Upon anchoring in calmer waters, the narrator perceives a woman on the beach, sharply dressed and
observing them with binoculars. Initially greeted with excitement at the sight of another person, the mood
quickly shifts as the woman remains unresponsive and begins taking notes, leaving the narrator feeling
monitored and uneasy. A man soon joins her with a cell phone in hand, indicating further discomfort.

While trying to pump water out of the boat, the situation escalates as the narrator senses the wind rising.
Despite the initial progress, the pump fails, prompting them to fashion a makeshift bellows from available
materials. With the shore still looming so close yet feeling unwelcoming, the potential threat from the woman
becomes evident, ultimately leading to a tense confrontation as she draws a gun. As she fires, the narrator’s
instinct for survival kicks in, spurring them to sail away through the fog, leaving behind the unsettling
encounter on the shore.
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the garment was occupied

In the chapter, the protagonist grapples with a critical decision after a night of reflection. He considers sailing
southwest to Duluth, where familiar faces and potential aid await him, particularly his companion Lark, who
has her own connections from her time at the library. However, he also weighs the risks of involving others
in his troubles. With the morning calm and beautiful weather, he feels a surge of hope, believing he can reach
the Slates and perhaps reunite with Lark, invoking thoughts of their shared past and the safe harbor they once
navigated together.

As he sails, hard-earned experience leads him to make instinctual choices, guided by the landscape. The
journey proceeds smoothly, presenting a stark contrast to his dire expectations while reflecting on his trusty
boat, Flower. The surroundings evoke nostalgia and connection, and he begins to feel sentimental about
Flower's steadfastness. Each mile unveils the beauty and danger of the lake, as memories of Lark haunt him
with longing. Yet, moments of loss seep in, particularly when he perceives Lark’s face in the landscape, an
ephemeral vision that vanishes as quickly as it appears.

Anchored for the night near Thunder Bay, the protagonist's hunger pricks at him, but he fights it off with
thoughts of past hardships and the absurd rituals of those seeking belonging. Strumming his bass guitar
provides temporary solace under the moonlight until a series of knocks against the hull shock him into
alertness. Initially thinking it to be his seagull friends, he emerges to find a corpse drifting nearby, an
unsettling reminder of mortality and the macabre history that haunts the Great Lakes.

As the night unfolds, the figure embodies both dread and a terrifying curiosity. His past encounters with the
dead give way to mixed emotions. Instead of succumbing to panic, he pushes the corpse away, symbolizing
his attempt to distance himself from the horrors of the past. Yet the presence of the drowned weighs heavily
on his mind as sleep eludes him. Eventually, he greets dawn with a new resolve, casting off from the chilling
encounter, leaving the haunting figure behind as he steers towards whatever awaits him further along the
journey.

skeletons climbing stairs in the rain



In this chapter, the atmosphere in the Shambles remains oppressive, characterized by hot tar and the incessant
noise of bilge pumps. Rainy reflects on his continuing work there, feeling the weight of impending doom as
the corridor leads into darkness. He is informed by Marcel, who operates the incinerator and appears visibly
distressed, about the fate awaiting children, including Sol, who are being placed in "trials" for compliance
therapeutics. This news alarms Rainy, especially recalling Kellan, who fled from such a program.

Marcel explains that these trials are legal if a child's guardian consents. Rainy is consumed by dread and
suspicion about how Griff, Sol's guardian, may have quickly agreed to such procedures. He learns that these
trials target "noncompliant minors," rated five or higher on a behavior scale. The urgency of the situation
intensifies Rainy's resolve to speak with Werryck, hoping he might intervene; however, Marcel is doubtful of
Werryck’s willingness to help.

Later, when Rainy meets Werryck, they engage in a tense conversation about Sol's impending involvement in
the trials. Werryck dismisses concern for the medical personnel's decision-making, calling it another
universe. Rainy attempts to appeal to Werryck's sense of authority and previous fondness for Sol, as she
showed promising progress in her recovery.

As they leave Werryck’s quarters, Rainy witnesses Werryck's excitement over the capture of twelve
newcomers, detailing their miserable state as they emerged from an abandoned cabin, begging to return to the
ship. When the children arrive, Rainy is struck by their ghostly appearance, noting their shattered spirits.
Among them, he recognizes Kellan, frail and worn, indicating the struggles they faced.

Werryck evaluates their situation, reflecting on the resources expended on their recovery and hinting at
consequences for Kellan’s actions. The chapter ends with Rainy shivering from the cold, feeling the
deepening emotional and physical toll of their plight, leaving him to ponder the fragility of those they had
just brought back.

perihelion

In the wake of Papa Griff's passing, Sol was deeply affected but chose not to show her emotions outwardly.
As she expressed her hatred for the lake that had claimed two of her uncles and now Griff, it became her
unyielding enemy. This sentiment resonated with Girard, who mourned silently, while Evelyn occupied
herself in the kitchen. An hour later, the group ventured into the northern forest with a picnic basket, arriving
at a serene clearing surrounded by fragrant cedars. Here, they discovered stone markers resembling obelisks,
unadorned with names, which represented the lost relatives of the community. Evelyn revealed that this land
was a burial site established by a deceased local landowner who wished for her husband's unclaimed body to
be buried there as well.

They decided to picnic in the shade, despite Sol declaring her ongoing aversion to the lake. The narrator had
other plans, feeling compelled to sail to the Slate Islands during the perihelion when the Tashi comet would
be visible. Though Jolie was hosting a local festival with music and festivities, he sought the adventure of the
sea, believing such a journey would lead to meaningful encounters.

Equipped with supplies from Evelyn and Girard's library, he arrived at the Slate Islands, greeted by wildlife
that reminded him of cherished memories. That first night was overcast, eclipsing the comet, and instead of
reading or making music, he simply enjoyed the ambiance of the night.

The following day, he explored the beach, noting wildlife tracks but found the island deserted as a storm
rolled in, bringing heavy rainfall and solitude. As he resigned himself to a quiet evening inside, consuming a
simple stew accompanied by the last jar of preserves, he found himself drifting into a restful slumber. In this
state, he experienced a dreamlike vision of his friends a decade into the future, which awakened a mix of



nostalgia and hope.

By dawn, the rain ceased, prompting him to return homeward. Approaching Jolie, he learned of changes in
the community through the music of a new bassist named Rachel, whose talent stirred a sense of melancholy
and wonder. He was captivated by her unique sound, which promised vibrancy and a newfound energy that
contrasted with his own simpler approach to music. As the comet reappeared overhead, he navigated his way
toward a lively scene in Jolie, reflecting on the beauty he often failed to recognize.

when you see him standing in your kitchen

The chapter begins with Kellan and the narrator attempting to fix an old Ranchero, visiting various local
talents in search of assistance. They encounter Roy Ess, a clever mechanic who observes Sunday as a day of
rest, and Maudie Antoinette, a knowledgeable woman preoccupied with her grown children. After failing to
secure help, the duo returns home to work on the car themselves. They struggle with the ball joint's location
amidst dirt and rust, and in a moment of clumsiness, Kellan's weight causes the car to fall, leaving him filled
with guilt as they both retreat from the scene.

In an effort to escape the tense atmosphere, Kellan retreats to the attic, where the narrator discovers him
using nitrous oxide, a substance he seems to rely on for comfort. Kellan shares cryptic drawings of people
from his sketches, including a smudged girl and an old man, revealing his deeper musings while under the
influence. One character named Werryck comes into the conversation, described with conflicting traits by
Kellan, who appears frightened at the prospect of his arrival.

Werryck, described by Kellan as an omnipresent figure, prompts fear and urgency. Kellan suggests that when
he arrives, one should flee quietly, emphasizing the unpredictability of Werryck. The narrator reflects on a
childhood memory related to a pandemic, which led to the creation of traveling hospitals run by a shipping
billionaire, and connects this to Kellan's mention of a "medicine ship," hinting at a possible shared past
regarding health crises.

As the chapter draws to a close, the narrator shares his experiences with Lark, who is preoccupied with a
book cache she wishes to explore, contrasting with Kellan's turmoil. While narrating their misadventures,
Lark's passionate commitment to her work shines through, showcasing a stark difference between their
current realities and the tensions of Kellan's struggles with Werryck and his gas habit. This narrative tension
provides an intriguing glimpse into the complexities of relationships, escape, and the pursuit of solace amidst
chaos.

an immortal sea of influence

The chapter unfolds the narrator's journey to the Slates, a group of islands, revealing the emotional turmoil
associated with the hope of encountering Lark, alongside the tangible challenges posed by a brewing storm.
The narrator's romanticized expectations struggle against reality, particularly under the influence of a
preacher's ideals about manifesting desires. As they navigate through the unpredictable weather, the narrator's
anxieties are compounded by prior honesty with Girard and Evelyn, which undermines their quest for a
fabled cosmic outcome.

As they approach the Slates, the narrator's disappointment mounts upon seeing the familiar islands, which
lack grandeur and seem underwhelming, devoid of the mystery they once held. Despite thoughts of retreating
to the comfort of Jolie and the familiar faces, the urge to press on prevails. The narrator gears up for the trip,
donning a borrowed black suit while the weather shifts ominously.



The chapter crescendos as violent winds hit, the narrator bravely attempts to dock but is overpowered by a
fierce storm. What was once a hopeful promise of new beginnings quickly devolves into a frantic struggle for
survival against nature's fury. The boat becomes a vessel in distress, reflecting the rapidly deteriorating
scenario and the narrator's growing fears about the storm and their pursuers.

Amidst the chaos, the narrator devises a makeshift sea anchor, attempting to stabilize the boat as despair sets
in. An unexpected fall overboard leads to a desperate struggle to grasp a rope trailing from the boat,
embodying sheer survival instinct against freezing water and fatigue. Despite this harrowing incident, the
narrative transitions to a quiet moment of introspection as the storm eventually wanes, revealing the
aftermath of chaos strewn throughout the boat.

The calm that follows the storm descends, allowing the narrator to rediscover determination in their journey,
as they prepare to motor toward shore after salvaging the remnants of their chaotic existence at sea. Their
tenuous hold on hope is symbolized by small victories, such as repairing the outboard motor, juxtaposed with
newfound uncertainty embodied by the ominous shipwrecks near the shore and the presence of a mysterious
girl armed with a trident, hinting at untold stories lying ahead.

sea like a shroud

In this chapter, the narrator reflects on a recent event that has left a profound impact. They are grappling with
the absence of Kellan, who had been living with them like a brother but has now left unexpectedly, leaving
no note or indication of his departure. The narrator feels a mix of disappointment and bitterness, particularly
because Kellan had previously expressed desires to leave.

Lark, another character in the story, attempts to lighten the mood, but the narrator's feelings are bruised. As
they converse in the shop, the atmosphere is disrupted by a sudden and violent windstorm that sweeps
through their area, causing chaos outside. During this storm, they witness various objects being tossed
around, and the craziness of the winds stirs an underlying tension, drawing their focus outward.

After the storm passes, they embark on a search for Vixen, a dog who has been swept away, and this quest
takes nearly two hours. The search symbolizes the unpredictability and turmoil in their lives. Upon returning
home, the narrator is relieved to find the house seemingly intact but quickly discovers disarray inside,
indicating an intrusion rather than mere storm damage.

Chaos reigns as they enter the kitchen, realizing drawers have been pulled out, cupboards emptied, and
furniture overturned. The sudden switch from relief to horror reveals that others had invaded their home. The
narrative builds tension as the protagonist rushes upstairs, finding more destruction, leading to a climactic
moment when they discover Lark’s injured form. The chapter concludes with a visceral depiction of Lark’s
injury and the stark, eerie imagery that underscores the turmoil of their existence, as the narrator feels the
crushing weight of their circumstances against a backdrop of a strange, storm-battered world.

O God that maple fretboard

In this chapter, the protagonist arrives at a public dock after enduring a fierce three-day storm. As he
disembarks, he encounters a young girl in the cockpit of his boat, playfully teasing him about his fishing
skills and the state of his boat. Despite the initial tension, she offers to help him find supplies in the nearby
town of Winton, where her uncle, referred to as "King Richard," runs a store that trades in various items.
They have a brief exchange about the girl’s life and her struggles with her uncle, whom she claims is not
truly related to her. The protagonist senses her fear and the weight of her past as she shares troubling stories
about King Richard, and it becomes clear that she feels trapped.



As they walk through Winton, the protagonist is apprehensive, noting that the town appears rough and
unstable. He also reflects on his cautious nature, as he notices many locals armed with weapons. When they
reach King Richard's store, they find it locked, prompting the girl to suggest visiting Richard’s house instead.
Upon arriving, they meet King Richard, a rugged man who seems to embody the town's harshness. The
protagonist offers to trade a pistol for supplies, and King Richard, while dismissive of the exchange, shows
interest in the gun's history.

After completing the trade, the protagonist is pressed to understand more about Richard’s true nature. King
Richard's attitude implies he has not been an effective guardian for the girl. Despite the unfriendly
atmosphere, an exchange occurs where the protagonist decides to take the girl with him to escape her dire
situation. After some compelling negotiations, he manages to convince King Richard to let the girl go in
exchange for his beloved bass guitar.

In a moment of brief liberation, the girl introduces herself as Sol, and they leave the oppressive environment
behind. The chapter concludes with a mix of relief and apprehension as the protagonist feels an unsettling
burden of responsibility toward her, pondering his capability to protect her as they return to the boat, which
remains untouched at the dock. The sense of loss for his guitar weighs heavily on him, symbolizing the
sacrifices made for their newfound freedom.

the djinn

In a tense narrative, the chapter revolves around the protagonist, who has just crossed to the rocks to meet
Sol, a girl who is recovering from a cold swim. She is hypothermic, needing warmth and care, while he is
conflicted by a rapid surge of love and fear for her well-being. He provides her with a dry blanket and coffee,
and although Sol remains mostly silent, he attempts to keep her alert as they navigate in their boat,
**Flower**. The moment is laced with a mix of parental instincts and uncertainty, heightened by his
unfamiliarity with such feelings.

As Sol begins to regain her strength, her fever brings vivid, disjointed memories of an encounter with
Alistair, a figure who was caught off guard by flames while Sol, likened to a djinn from **Arabian Nights**,
aided him by retrieving his lost glasses amidst the chaos. Sol shares her tale, revealing her brave actions. She
presents the protagonist with a waterproof match and Alistair’s heavy spectacles, signifying her triumph over
the ordeal.

Eventually, Sol's fever dissipates, leading them to work on the boat, restoring it for their journey while they
set sail again, with Sol asleep. They moor at a seawall that hints at forgotten joys, and the protagonist’s
eagerness to continue their voyage is tempered by Sol’s fragile condition. Her health worsens; she struggles
to keep food down and often awakens to demand stories.

The protagonist recounts tales from various mythologies to engage Sol, whose enthusiasm for storytelling
surfaces amidst her sickness. Particularly, she connects strongly with a story about Molly Thorn, a young girl
captivated by a "mystery packet" of seeds, sparking Sol's imagination. This leads the protagonist to introduce
Sol to letters and the joy of writing, hoping to instill in her a sense of wonder and creativity.

Despite being hesitant towards the pencil, Sol watches and listens, absorbing the protagonist’s lessons on
words and their significance, hinting at her desire to learn and leave her own mark in the world one day. As
the chapter closes, there’s a sense of hope in her eyes despite her fragility, as she begins to grasp the power of
stories and language.
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