
Encounter #2 with the Rainbow-Haired Girl

In the chapter titled "Encounter #2 with the Rainbow-Haired Girl," we delve into Miles Fall, a boy burdened
by the unique ability to see the souls of dogs and communicate with them, particularly Sandro, a black Lab.
Hiding in the vineyards instead of attending school, Miles grapples with complex feelings of alienation and
identity as he evades the judgment and expectations from peers and family, notably due to his recent
struggles with mental health that have left him feeling disconnected from his activities and social life.

Miles feels both present and absent in his interactions, as he goes through the motions of being a perfect
student, as dubbed by his mother and school, while internally, he feels like a cosmic mistake—a sentiment
that manifests in a poignant lack of emotion, rarely crying yet occasionally waking to damp pillows. His life
spirals further when he quits various clubs and sports, overwhelmed by a "Gloom Room," a place of despair.

The chapter portrays a pivotal moment when Miles encounters Sandro, who expresses his own feelings of
loneliness, exacerbated by the loss of his companion, Beauty. Their bond deepens as they confide in one
another, discovering mutual understanding in their shared feelings of anxiety and depression.

As the narrative unfolds, Miles reminisces about a transformative kiss with a cook named Nico, an
experience that unleashes a torrent of emotions he had long suppressed. This encounter alters Miles's
perception of love and acceptance, propelling him into a season of exploration regarding his sexuality.

Facing a hot, oppressive day, Miles’s journey takes an unexpected turn when he discovers a vintage orange
pickup truck occupied by a girl displaying an intriguing mix of punk and hippie aesthetics. This
girl—sleeping, adorned with tattoos and surrounded by books—captures Miles's attention deeply. Their
interaction ignites a sense of longing in him, highlighting his unfamiliar but potent attraction toward her. She
leaves him with a thought-provoking quote from Joseph Campbell, stirring a newfound inspiration as she
drives away, prompting Miles to ponder his own path amidst the confusion and emotions he's experiencing.

The chapter concludes with Miles feeling an intense connection to the girl, revealing a vulnerability he rarely
exhibits, as he begins to articulate his mixed feelings about love and desire, both for boys and now,
unexpectedly, for this girl. His trust in Sandro remains steadfast, showcasing the deep companionship
between human and dog in the face of human complexities.


