Chapter 72

Chapter 72 of If These Wings Could Fly escalates the tension as Leighton and his mother find themselves
trapped in a nightmarish situation, struggling to find away out of their burning home. Leighton’s mother
urgently insists that he escape, even as the chaos intensifies around them, with Leighton’s friend holding a
gun in an increasingly unstable environment. Amidst this, Leighton faces an unsettling realization: his keys
are missing, and with escape routes narrowing, their only option isto climb up towards the girls trapped
above. Thisrealization forces him to act quickly, knowing that the danger is closing in from all sides and the
time to make decisionsis running out. The weight of the situation sinksin as Leighton is thrust into alife-or-
death scenario, one that will force him to face his fears head-on while trying to keep his family safe.

As Leighton struggles up the stairs, his body grows heavier with each movement, exhaustion overtaking him.
The smell of smoke quickly transitions into a harsh visual reality asit pours from his room, a stark reminder
of the danger that threatens not only his life but the lives of those he loves. In this moment, Leighton
understands that the fire is no accident—it was the result of alantern that was knocked over, setting the
curtains aflame and now threatening to consume everything in its path. This realization only deepens the
distress, as the immediate danger is compounded by the thought that his belongings may be destroyed, but
more crucialy, the girls are trapped inside alocked armoire. Their muffled screams intensify Leighton’s
desperation, urging him to act swiftly, knowing that every second matters.

The tension builds even further as Leighton recalls the key that Joe had once left, a key he had long since
believed lost. A flicker of hope surfaces as Leighton frantically searches, guided by the memories of Joe's
kindness, until he finally finds the key. With it, he unlocks the armoire, freeing the girls, whose faces are
filled with terror and tears, their fear palpable as they step into the chaos. But the danger isfar from over; a
loud slam against the bedroom door signals that they are not yet safe. Panic surges again as Leighton realizes
they are trapped, with no way to escape unless they act quickly. Without hesitation, they make a split-second
decision to flee, racing toward the window and stepping onto the roof in alast-ditch effort to survive the
inferno threatening their home.

Outside, however, they are confronted by yet another peril—an ominous figure emerges from the smoke,
adding to the rising tension of the situation. The figure' s presence raises questions about the true threat that
lurks in the shadows, as Leighton and his family now face not only the blaze consuming their home but a
new danger from within the smoke. As they ascend to the highest point of their home, the smoke thickens,
making it harder to breathe and heightening the sense of danger. The crows, swarming the areain a chaotic
frenzy, prevent the dark figure from escaping, creating a sense of foreboding as the family remains on the
roof, trapped between the fiery chaos below and the growing storm above. Despite the looming threat,
Leighton’s gaze shifts, noticing the calmness of hisfamily. Their collective focus on the crows suggests a
strange sense of unity, even as the situation seemsincreasingly hopeless. In this moment, the possibility of
hope emerges, not from escaping the fire, but from finding strength in one another amidst the overwhelming
darkness.

The chapter reaches a poignant moment as L eighton watches his family’s calm resolve in the face of peril,
offering a stark contrast to the violence and chaos surrounding them. While the dangers are far from over,
there is a subtle suggestion that even in the most hopeless situations, there may be aflicker of hope. The
chapter encapsul ates the complex emotions of fear, urgency, and the quiet strength that can arise in times of
crisis, hinting at the possibility that survival doesn’t always come from the physical escape but from the inner
strength one finds when facing insurmountable odds. The story unfolds not just as a battle for survival

against external forces but as an exploration of the human spirit and its capacity to endure even the darkest
moments. The sense of impending doom is counterbalanced by the calm determination of the family, hinting
that even in the face of catastrophe, there is room for courage and unity.



