
Chapter 71

Chapter 71 of If These Wings Could Fly plunges the reader into a world where tension and uncertainty are
ever-present, as Leighton Barnes is forced to confront the painful and life-altering realities that have come to
define her existence. The fragility of life and the delicate balance between survival and destruction take
center stage as Leighton reflects on a traumatic night that almost claimed her life. During this harrowing
encounter, a bullet narrowly misses her, lodging itself deep into the wall of her home. This near-fatal moment
serves as a stark reminder of the constant violence that surrounds her, a reminder of how quickly everything
she knows could be ripped away. The bullet, embedded in the wall, becomes a powerful symbol of the
danger that continually looms over her, highlighting how fragile the line between life and death truly is in her
world. The episode leaves a profound mark on her, as she realizes that her safety, once taken for granted, can
no longer be assumed.

The chapter’s imagery is sharp and emotional, painting a vivid picture of Leighton’s mental and physical
landscape. Her home, once thought to be a place of refuge and comfort, has now transformed into a
suffocating prison. The sense of security she once felt within its walls has been shattered, replaced by a
constant, oppressive reminder of the violence that has shaped her life. She cannot escape the memories of
broken glass, physical altercations, and the trauma that has seeped into every corner of her living space. The
house, originally a symbol of protection, is now a prison that holds her captive, a place where the ghosts of
past anger and fear continue to haunt her. The walls of the house, once sturdy and supportive, now feel like
barriers trapping her in an emotional and psychological web of unresolved conflict. Even the concrete beams
and wooden supports, which were meant to be the foundation of her stability, now stand as symbols of the
brokenness that permeates her existence.

The moment when the bullet falls from the wall marks a significant turning point, both in the physical space
of the house and in Leighton’s mental state. It is as though the house itself is trying to mend the damage
caused by the violence that has marked her life. Yet, this act of physical repair is only superficial, as the
deeper emotional and psychological damage remains. The bullet’s fall symbolizes the fragility of her
environment, a reminder that while the external damage can be fixed, the internal turmoil will not be so
easily erased. Leighton’s ongoing struggle is not just against the external violence that has invaded her home
but against the internal chaos that has taken root in her mind. Safety continues to elude her—both from the
external dangers that threaten her existence and from the internal turmoil that is perpetuated by her past. This
dual struggle, between the dangers outside and the psychological burden inside, creates an ongoing cycle of
conflict that is impossible to escape.

The chapter concludes with a chilling realization: the battle is far from over. Leighton is left to grapple with
the unrelenting nature of her circumstances, understanding that she cannot outrun the ghosts of her past or the
violence that constantly threatens her. While the bullet may have been removed from the wall, the deep
emotional scars that it represents remain, unresolved and painful. The reader is left with a sense of impending
danger, unsure of what lies ahead for Leighton. As the chapter closes, the tension mounts, and it becomes
clear that the emotional and physical battles Leighton faces are far from finished. Her journey toward
healing, stability, and safety seems like an impossible one, as she continues to live in the shadow of violence,
both in her surroundings and within herself. The struggle is ongoing, and the uncertainty of what the future
holds hangs over her, adding a layer of foreboding to the already charged atmosphere. This chapter lays the
groundwork for a deeper exploration of Leighton’s internal conflict and the challenges that lie ahead, leaving
readers anxiously awaiting what will happen next in her tumultuous journey.


