Chapter 40

Chapter 40 opens with the protagonist grappling with an overwhelming sense of dread as she prepares to
head home alone after school, knowing the inevitable confrontation with her father looms. Her mind races,
consumed with anxiety over the potential tension awaiting her at home. She had planned to take refuge at the
newspaper office to escape, but her hopes are dashed when she finds it unexpectedly closed. The sense of
vulnerability intensifies as she makes her way through the school, knowing she has no safe space left to
retreat to. Just as her fear begins to take over, Liam, her supportive boyfriend, arrives at her locker, offering a
gesture of care that temporarily lifts her spirits. He gives her a phone, explaining that it could be useful in
case of emergencies, which stirs both gratitude and trepidation within her. While the thoughtful gift shows
his concern, the immediate thought of what her father might do if he discovers the phone creates a wave of
anxiety, making her reluctant to accept the gift.

Despite Liam's insistence that she keep the phone hidden, the protagonist struggles with the idea, unable to
shake the feeling that there is no truly safe place for it. The weight of her father’s potential reaction istoo
heavy to ignore, and she ultimately decidesto return the phone to Liam, not willing to take the risk of
causing further tension at home. This moment reveals the protagonist’ s inner turmoil—while she longs for
safety and protection, the fear of her home life makes it impossible for her to fully accept the kindness
offered by Liam. She deeply desires safety but is trapped by the fear of her father's reactions, revealing the
deep emotional conflict she faces. The scene highlights her complex relationship with fear, safety, and trust,
demonstrating how her traumatic home life influences her decisions and her ability to embrace support from
others.

The tension escal ates further when the protagonist faces an uncomfortable encounter with Brody, a student
who crosses the line with inappropriate comments and behavior. Brody’ sinvasion of her personal space
triggers an immediate response, and without thinking, the protagonist throws a basketball, striking him in the
face and creating chaos in the gym. The situation quickly spirals, with Coach Tenley intervening and
imposing a detention on the protagonist despite her attempts to explain the context of Brody's behavior. In
the midst of this, Liam stepsin, defending her and confronting Brody, which offers some comfort but also
intensifies the protagonist’ s inner conflict. While grateful for Liam’s support, she feels uneasy about the way
the situation unfolded. The feeling of being misunderstood and the internal struggle between standing up for
herself and facing consequences leaves her questioning whether her reaction was too impulsive. The moment
reflects the emotional complexity of being in a hostile environment, where every interaction can quickly
escalate, and the protagonist must constantly navigate between asserting herself and avoiding further trouble.

After the tense incident, the protagonist and Liam share a quiet ride home, filled with silence that speaks
volumes about the unspoken emotions between them. As she sits in the car, the protagonist reflects on the
constant sense of helplessness that has taken hold of her, exacerbating her fear as she thinks about the
dangerous environment waiting for her at home. Though she tries to reassure Liam that everything will be
fine and that she has a plan in place, the reality of her situation weighs heavily on her. Her mind is consumed
with the fear of returning to a home that feels more like a prison than a sanctuary, a place where she is forced
to play arole that she doesn’t want to assume. The final moments of the chapter underscore the emotional
tension that defines the protagonist’ s life—wanting to escape but feeling trapped by the unrelenting grip of
fear and the complexity of her circumstances. The chapter concludes with the protagonist stepping back into
her home, her internal conflict still unresolved, carrying the heavy burden of uncertainty and the suffocating
sense of entrapment that haunts her thoughts.

Through these emotional and physical challenges, the protagonist's journey emphasizes the crushing weight
of fear, the constant internal struggle between desire for safety and the harsh realities of living in an unsafe
environment. The narrative illustrates the profound effects of trauma on ayoung person’slife and how the



scars left by abuse affect their ability to trust, seek help, and find peace. While the protagonist's interactions
with Liam offer afleeting sense of relief, the emotional turmoil of her home life continues to overshadow
every aspect of her existence. The chapter serves as a poignant reminder of the resilience required to navigate
an environment filled with constant danger and the complex emotional landscape that comes with trying to
reconcile the desire for freedom with the reality of living in fear.



