
Chapter 28

In Chapter 28, titled "The Virginia Minstrels," the narrative follows the protagonist, Jim, as he encounters a
group of performers tented outside of town. Upon his return, he is approached by a short man who offers him
a tin cup of coffee, something Jim has only smelled before. This initial interaction carries an air of tension as
Jim feels uneasy around the white men who seem disinterested in his fear.

The man, Cassidy, introduces himself with a wide grin and explains that he plays the trombone, which
intrigues Jim, who is unfamiliar with the instrument. As the conversation unfolds, Cassidy extends a sense of
friendliness that is both comforting and perplexing to Jim. The interaction reveals both a racial dynamic and
an awkward attempt at connection across cultural boundaries. Emmett, another member of the troupe,
prompts Jim to sing when the moment arrives, sparking confusion about Jim’s status since he has just
witnessed a payment for his presence.

Emmett claims he hired Jim as a tenor, asserting his opposition to slavery, which Jim finds hard to believe
given the recent transaction. Their dialogue reveals the complexities of freedom and servitude during this
time. Cassidy, now armed with a long horn, begins teaching Jim songs, which involve catchy choruses and
jovial tunes, despite Jim's lingering disbelief about his freedom from slavery.

As the men begin to prepare for the performance, Cassidy assists Jim in getting dressed in new clothing. Jim
struggles with the garments, which aggravate his injuries and discomfort, yet he is overwhelmed by the
kindness shown by the performers. They teach him how to wear the vest and tie, bringing a light-heartedness
to what feels like a momentous yet confusing change in his life. Despite the joy of music and camaraderie,
Jim's thoughts are shadowed by the reality of his past and the stark differences in treatment he has
experienced. The chapter poignantly captures the tension of navigating new relationships and shifting
identities amid historical constraints.


