
Chapter 222

In Chapter 222 of "All the Colors of the Dark," Patch finds himself in a tranquil woodland setting opposite
Monta Clare High School. Surrounded by morning glories, he appreciates the sweetness of the air. As the sun
rises, he catches his reflection in a nearby water table, triggering a moment of panic. He hurriedly smooths
his hair, wishing he had taken the time to shave. A thought from someone long ago echoes in his mind: bad
things lose their power if one chooses not to repeat them. However, as he watches children starting their day,
he realizes that second chances are often the most challenging to achieve, sometimes seeming unattainable
despite one’s efforts.

Patch remains seated on an old fallen oak for nearly an hour, awaiting the arrival of his daughter. When she
finally appears, he is struck by her beauty, a stark contrast to the memories of her childhood. In that moment,
he feels transported back to when he was just fourteen, reminiscing about the time spent beside her mother.
Overwhelmed by emotions, he almost calls out to her but is interrupted by the sight of a cruiser entering the
school gates. Retreating back into the trees, he experiences a sense of unworthiness. Deep down, he grapples
with the belief that he does not deserve her and that she has done nothing to have him in her life.

The chapter encapsulates a moment of reflection and bittersweet realization for Patch, emphasizing the
weight of past choices and the complexities of familial relationships. The beauty of the setting provides a
stark contrast to his inner turmoil as he navigates feelings of regret and the daunting notion of reconnection
with his daughter. Ultimately, it highlights the struggles of seeking redemption and the desire for a second
chance.


