Chapter 202

In this chapter from "All the Colors of the Dark," Patch shares his reflections on Grace' s dancing, taking the
time to describe her movements—from sauter to tourner, glisser to élancer—capturing the essence of her art.
His excitement catches the attention of the other men, alowing him to bring some vibrancy to their otherwise
monotonous environment. Although Tooms does not join them, Patch finds away to reach out by sneaking in
acopy of “The Raven,” along with aletter filled with his personal thoughts and unfulfilled aspirations,
lamenting that he won't witness his daughter grow up into awoman resembling her mother.

Patch finds himself seated on the concrete floor, his back against the bars, while the other men gradually lose
interest in hisinternal musings. A moment of somber reflection emerges when he expresses his sorrow over
Tooms mother, revealing a softer side of their harsh existence. Tooms, positioned similarly with his back
against the bars, acknowledges Patch’ s sentiment, but a deeper conversation unfolds regarding life's
disappointments.

Their exchange raises the poignant question of why some individualsfall short in life, to which Tooms
suggeststhat it largely depends on one’' s measurements of success. Patch watches arat scurry in the distance,
feeling the weight of fear and uncertainty surge through their dialogue. When Patch inquires if Tooms feels
afraid, the answer, “Yes,” resonates with a shared understanding of vulnerability.

The conversation shifts towards the circumstances that landed Tooms in this bleak situation, with Patch
joking that he has more time than Tooms to hear the story. The playful exchange momentarily alleviates the
gravity of their surroundings, as they both share alaugh, reflecting a fleeting connection amid the despair.
This moment captures the essence of their shared humanity, illustrating the desire to find solace through
companionship, even as they navigate the darker aspects of their existence.



