
CHAPTER XXVII. -Crome yellow

In Chapter XXVII of "Crome Yellow," Mr. Scogan transforms into "Sesostris, the Sorceress of Ecbatana,"
conducting palm readings in a whimsical, witch-like manner, dressed in a vibrant costume. His ominous
predictions and dramatic flair captivate visitors at a fair, prompting both intrigue and skepticism among the
guests, including Denis. Meanwhile, Denis observes the scene from a hidden vantage point, using the
opportunity to spy on the sorceress' dealings. The sorceress' forecasts vary from dire warnings to vague
prophecies about future love and uncertainties, eliciting mixed reactions of giggles and concern from the
clients.

Subsequently, the narrative shifts to a description of the carnival-like atmosphere around the event, with
various activities and sights, including races and performances. Denis, wandering through the festivities,
interacts with Mrs. Budge, who shares her war-time efforts collecting peach stones for the government,
revealing a quirky character detail. Their conversation reflects on the enjoyment derived from the simple
pleasures of the fair, against the backdrop of societal and personal histories.

The chapter then closes with Denis reflecting on a poem he had written, capturing the essence of the fair
day—contrasting joy and underlying societal critiques. He muses over the broader implications of freedom,
joy, and societal constraints, encapsulated in the metaphorical significance of the fair and personal
interactions, including his chance encounter with Mr. and Mrs. Bodiham, who express disgust at the
swimmers, adding a more somber tone to the chapter's contemplations on leisure and freedom.

Through this mix of whimsy, personal interactions, and reflective insights, Chapter XXVII offers a vivid
snapshot of the fair's multifaceted experiences against the backdrop of Crome's societal microcosm,
interweaving themes of freedom, judgment, and the pursuit of happiness.


