
A Bear in Human Form

"A Bear in Human Form" opens with the narrator reflecting on a chaotic yet somewhat comforting routine in
which they spend Monday mornings with a group of spirited children, under the supervision of Cora.
Although the narrator is tasked with teaching music fundamentals, it becomes clear that the primary objective
is to keep these children entertained and distracted. The children, many of whom fall on the higher end of the
Feral Comportment Continuum, require more than just structured lessons. The narrator fondly recalls how, in
their youth, they believed their grandfather was a Kodiak bear, drawing a humorous comparison to the wild
and untamed energy of the children in the classroom. This comparison reflects the narrator’s sense of
helplessness and their growing realization that their role is less about teaching and more about managing the
unruly behavior of the children. The chaotic environment they face each day contrasts sharply with the
nostalgic memories of simpler times in their past.

One child, Tonio, stands out as particularly complex, even in the midst of the chaos. Usually a boisterous
participant, Tonio becomes strangely withdrawn one day, choosing to sit in silence while the rest of the
children continue their disruptive antics. Despite the narrator’s best efforts to engage them with exciting
stories about famous musicians, the children remain indifferent, focusing their attention on throwing snacks
at Tonio, who seeks refuge in his own world. The narrator is struck by Tonio’s behavior, noting his tendency
to withdraw rather than react or engage, suggesting that there is something deeper beneath his surface. The
child’s aloofness hints at an internal world that the narrator cannot access, leading them to wonder what
secrets Tonio might be hiding or struggling with. His behavior contrasts sharply with the other children’s
overt, loud antics, and his retreat into silence leaves the narrator with a sense of concern, highlighting the
complexity of his emotional state.

The frustration mounts as the narrator tries once more to connect with the children through music, hoping to
bring some order to the chaos. However, their efforts fall flat as the children continue to target Tonio with
their snacks, and the atmosphere grows increasingly hostile. The narrator watches as Cora, seemingly
oblivious to the escalating cruelty, does nothing to intervene, allowing the children’s behavior to go
unchecked. It becomes apparent that Cora’s lack of authority is contributing to the toxic environment. The
narrator’s anger boils over, and they react impulsively, creating a moment of tension that temporarily silences
the children. This emotional outburst reflects the narrator’s frustration not only with the children but also
with the larger system they find themselves in, where the adults in charge are unwilling or unable to control
the situation. In that brief moment, the power dynamics shift, and the narrator finds themselves momentarily
in control, offering a brief respite from the chaos.

The session ends with a disheartening turn when the children push Tonio out of the room, continuing their
bullying behavior. The narrator, deeply moved by Tonio’s plight, vows to protect him, offering a bond of
friendship in the face of the cruelty he’s endured. However, as soon as the words leave their mouth, the
narrator feels a sense of doubt and unease. They begin to reflect on the fragility of promises made in
moments of raw emotion. While their instinct to protect Tonio is genuine, the narrator comes to realize that
promises made under such conditions are not always reliable or easy to fulfill. The chapter concludes with a
deep sense of complexity, as the narrator wrestles with their emotions and the weight of the promises they’ve
made. It underscores the challenges of understanding and connecting with others, especially when the
barriers of behavior, trauma, and emotional distance are so difficult to overcome. In the end, the narrator
faces the harsh reality that, sometimes, promises made in good faith cannot always be kept, and the journey
of friendship and protection is far more complicated than it appears.


