
XVII -The woman in the Alcove

In Chapter XVII of "The Woman in the Alcove," titled "Sweetwater in a New Role," we find a gripping
narrative focused on an espionage mission involving three main characters in the district attorney's office: the
district attorney, the inspector, and the detective named Sweetwater. Assigned to surveil Mr. Grey,
Sweetwater reveals a startling piece of intelligence to the officials, eliciting a tense reaction and prompting a
lockdown of the room for a private discussion.

Sweetwater recounts his recent journey with Mr. Grey to Maine, detailing how he ingeniously secured a
position as Mr. Grey’s temporary valet to stay close and observe him. Mr. Grey, depicted as stately yet
burdened by an overwhelming care, was seeking a discreet opportunity to observe a man without being
noticed himself. Sweetwater took this mysterious task seriously, understanding he was embroiled in a
delicate situation possibly linked to an unnamed but dangerous individual, James Wellgood.

In a bustling Maine town, Sweetwater achieved his initial objective of identifying Wellgood, who was
suspected of being a significant figure, possibly entangled with New York law enforcement's interests. With
cunning and a bit of chance, Sweetwater gathered that Wellgood, known in New York as possibly a waiter or
a steward, was currently masquerading as an ambitious patent medicine manufacturer, aiming to
revolutionize health remedies. This discovery adds layers to Wellgood’s character, suggesting a man of
diverse talents and dubious intentions.

Sweetwater's surveillance work reveals his adeptness at blending into his environment, extracting key
information from locals with minimal effort. His interactions, particularly with the informant Dick and the
postmaster, showcase a keen ability to navigate through subterfuge and societal intricacies. Yet, even with his
cunning, Sweetwater finds himself at a crossroads, struggling to bridge the gap between Mr. Grey’s demands
and the elusive Wellgood’s activities without arousing suspicion.

Upon reuniting with Mr. Grey, Sweetwater presents his findings, setting the stage for a complex
confrontation. Grey’s isolated dining, juxtaposed with Sweetwater’s electrifying news, underscores the
brewing storm that their interaction with Wellgood might unleash. This chapter is not only a testament to
Sweetwater’s resourcefulness and bravery but also a setup for a murky narrative involving hidden identities,
secret motivations, and a potential clash between obscured pasts and uncertain futures, all shadowed under
the overarching mystery that engulfs "The Woman in the Alcove."


