
Their Eyes Were Watching God

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston tells the story of Janie Crawford, a woman searching
for her true identity through three marriages and personal growth. Set in the early 20th century, the novel
explores themes of love, independence, and self-discovery.

E-Book Extra

In the introduction to *Their Eyes Were Watching God*, we learn about Zora Neale Hurston, an influential
figure born on January 7, 1891, in Notasulga, Alabama. Despite her claim of being born in Eatonville,
Florida, she became known as a prolific author whose other notable works include *Jonah’s Gourd Vine*
and *Mules and Men*. Throughout her lifetime, Hurston was recognized for her contributions to literature,
anthropology, and activism. However, she faced challenges, particularly from the political climate of her
time, which often conflated artistic expression with political commentary.

The text reflects on the initial reception of *Their Eyes Were Watching God*, which fell out of print shortly
after its publication and remained largely unnoticed for nearly three decades. This decline raised questions
about how a celebrated writer could disappear from public consciousness. The persistence of scholars and
writers like Alice Walker in the 1970s ultimately lead to Hurston’s works being rediscovered and appreciated
once more.

Alice Walker's efforts, especially her act of placing a gravemarker for Hurston in the Garden of Heavenly
Rest, highlight the urgency felt by her contemporaries to honor Hurston's legacy. The gravemarker carries the
inscription acknowledging Hurston as a "Genius of the South," which encapsulates her contribution to
literature and culture.

The introduction ends with discussion questions meant to provoke thought about themes in Hurston’s work.
These queries explore concepts like the nature of God in the book, the significance of horizons in Janie's life,
the representation of black culture and women's voices, as well as the impact of vernacular dialect on
character and community.

Overall, this introduction not only serves to contextualize Hurston’s life and work but also invites readers to
engage deeply with the themes and questions presented in her novel. The narrative emphasizes the
importance of her contributions to American literature and the ongoing relevance of her exploration of
identity, community, and womanhood.

Books by Zora Neale Hurston

It seems that the provided text does not include a chapter from "Their Eyes Were Watching God" by Zora
Neale Hurston, but rather metadata and links concerning the book. Please provide an actual chapter text, and
I will be happy to summarize it according to your requirements!

Credits

It appears that the content provided does not contain any textual content from a chapter of "Their Eyes Were
Watching God." Please upload or provide the actual text from the chapter you would like me to summarize,



and I will proceed according to your instructions.

Afterword

In the afterword to "Their Eyes Were Watching God," Henry Louis Gates Jr. reflects on the legacy of Zora
Neale Hurston, a prominent African American writer whose contributions were initially overlooked despite
her significant influence. Hurston, a Barnard graduate, authored seven books and published numerous shorter
works during her career, but her independent views and refusal to conform to mainstream literary
expectations led to her obscurity after the early 1950s. Gates highlights Hurston’s complex identity and her
rejection of simplistic categorizations such as "radical" or "conservative," which complicate her legacy in the
literary canon.

The resurgence of interest in Hurston's work, particularly among black women writers, seeks to connect her
to their literary heritage. Alice Walker’s influential 1975 essay played a pivotal role in this rediscovery,
presenting Hurston as a symbol of black women's search for identity and tradition. Gates notes that Hurston’s
notable employment of vernacular language deeply resonates in her novels and is especially evident in "Their
Eyes Were Watching God." This work, according to Gates, embodies a bold feminist narrative where the
protagonist, Janie Crawford, evolves from being an object of her husbands' desires to expressing her own
autonomy, thereby aligning the novel with modern feminist discourse.

Gates draws parallels between Hurston's relationship with her mother, as depicted in her autobiography "Dust
Tracks on a Road," and the markedly different portrayal in Richard Wright's "Black Boy." While Hurston
frames her experience as a search for voice, Wright presents it through a lens of pain and emotional distance.
This contrast exemplifies the bifurcation between their literary approaches and significances.

Moreover, Gates critiques the societal ideologies that pigeonholed black literature, suggesting that Hurston’s
optimistic portrayal of black identity was dismissed by her contemporaries as politically regressive. He
argues that her refusal to conform to prevailing narratives about race led to her underappreciation during her
life but has resulted in a remarkable renaissance of her works and themes in modern literature.

The final sections provide insight into Hurston’s stylistic complexities and her dual identity as both a woman
and a black individual in America. Gates argues that her legacy today is a testament to her skillful navigation
of language and identity, both in her life and in her work, asserting that Hurston’s art continues to influence
and inspire contemporary writers and scholars alike.

Foreword by Edwidge Danticat

In Edwidge Danticat's foreword to Zora Neale Hurston's novel *Their Eyes Were Watching God*, the
exploration of Janie Crawford's journey toward self-awareness and love is highlighted. The novel begins with
the metaphor of distant ships embodying the dreams of many men, contrasting this notion with Janie's
resolute character. Hurston ingeniously presents a world rich in dynamics and codes, illustrating how her
characters navigate survival and triumph, particularly Janie's experience of hardship and self-discovery.

As Janie returns to Eatonville after enduring loss and challenges, she reflects on her life's journey filled with
significant moments—from becoming aware of her identity as a “colored” girl to losing the man she loved.
Despite the judgment of her community, Janie's resilience allows her to reclaim her narrative. The structure
of the novel, resembling a call-and-response format between Janie and her friend Pheoby, underscores Janie's
introspective storytelling. Her recounting of experiences serves as both a personal and communal tale.



Danticat expresses pride in the background of Hurston's creation of this masterpiece, noting that it was
written in a profound yet brief period during Hurston’s time in Haiti. The narrative encompasses themes of
race, identity, and femininity, revealing the complexities of Janie's character and her circumstances. Danticat
fondly remembers her initial encounter with Hurston's work, noting how her literary legacy, influenced by
contemporary topics, continues to resonate with readers and writers today.

The connection between Janie's experiences and those of her grandmother, who imposed her own limited
views on Janie’s life, raises questions about societal expectations and personal freedom. The narrative serves
as a reflection of human resilience, love, and the pressing need for self-recognition. Ultimately, Janie's
journey encapsulates a universal exploration of identity and the human experience, marking Hurston's *Their
Eyes Were Watching God* as a timeless exploration of life's pivotal moments and emotional depth.

Foreword by Mary Helen Washington

The foreword to "Their Eyes Were Watching God" explores the significant evolution in the reception of Zora
Neale Hurston's seminal novel since its first publication in 1937. Initially dismissed and even critiqued by
prominent literary figures—especially by male critics who favored works depicting the struggles of African
Americans—Hurston's work struggled to gain recognition amidst a backdrop where tales of black suffering
were prioritized. Critics like Richard Wright disparaged the novel as superficial, targeting its portrayal of
black life as entertaining fodder for white audiences.

However, this perception shifted dramatically by the 1980s, marking the 50th anniversary of the novel. The
University of Illinois Press celebrated the resurgence of interest, calling it a "bestseller" and heralding
Hurston as a key figure in black literature. Additionally, the advent of Black Studies programs in the late
1960s saw a resurgence of Hurston's work, highlighted by the personal revelations of women readers who
connected deeply with Janie Crawford’s journey of self-discovery. The narrative, rich with black folk
traditions and centered on a female protagonist, appealed to women seeking representation in literature. Janie
became a symbol of empowerment, defying traditional gender roles and stereotypes.

Figures such as Alice Walker further propelled Hurston's legacy by advocating for her recognition and
ensuring that her resting place received acknowledgment. By the 1970s, "Their Eyes" had become a staple in
university courses and discussions within Black literature, prompting critical examination of its themes,
particularly Janie's voice and autonomy. As discussions unfolded, a feminist reading emerged, shedding light
on the novel's subtext regarding women’s silence and empowerment.

Despite the acclaim, questions persist regarding Janie's agency and the dynamics of her relationships,
especially with men like Tea Cake. The work is honored for its complexity and rich narrative, illustrating the
ongoing relevance of Hurston's exploration of identity, cultural heritage, and women's roles within a
patriarchal society. As a result, "Their Eyes Were Watching God" stands as a significant literary achievement
that continues to resonate with new generations of readers while nurturing a critical scholarship that evolves
with each reading.


