
The Ministry of Time

The Ministry of Time by Javier Cercas is a thrilling exploration of a secret Spanish government agency
tasked with protecting the country's history by preventing time travelers from altering the past. The novel
follows a group of diverse agents who journey through different eras to safeguard key moments in history,
grappling with the ethical dilemmas and consequences of meddling with time. Blending history, suspense,
and philosophical questions, it explores the limits of memory, identity, and the role of history in shaping the
present.

Cover

It appears that you have only provided the cover information and not an actual chapter of the book. Please
provide the chapter text, and I will be happy to summarize it according to your requirements.

Title Page

The content you've provided appears to be the title page of a book, not a chapter. Please provide an actual
chapter text so I can summarize it according to your requirements.

Acknowledgments

**Acknowledgments Summary**

The acknowledgments section expresses deep gratitude towards numerous individuals who contributed to the
creation of *The Ministry of Time*. The author thanks their editors, Federico Andornino and Margo
Shickmanter, for their brilliance in refining the text, resulting in a more beautiful manuscript. Special
appreciation goes to Chris Wellbelove, the author's agent, and his assistant, Emily Fish, both of whom stayed
committed to understanding the book's heart through multiple readings.

The support of the Aitken Alexander Associates team, including Lisa Baker and Laura Otal, is acknowledged
for helping find new platforms for the book. The author extends thanks to the Sceptre and Avid Reader Press
teams, highlighting the enthusiasm and dedication of each member involved in the publication process.

The author expresses gratitude to Anne Meadows for her constructive feedback during crucial rewrites. They
highlight the friendships formed over a shared interest in historical figures related to the Arctic, specifically
the invaluable contributions from friends who read earlier versions of the manuscript. Their insights were
pivotal for the book's existence, and the author specifically mentions influences from AMC’s TV series *The
Terror*, which led to meeting Graham Gore.

The author credits Rach for inspiring character details, particularly Arthur’s Lieutenant Owen and the origin
of a significant signet ring, leaving the circumstances of its giving to the readers' interpretation. The
acknowledgments also note reliance on a variety of scholarly resources related to Graham Gore and Arctic
history, notably Edmund Wuyts at Arctonauts.com and Russell Potter, whose blog revealed critical historical
insights.



In discussing the research materials that informed the Arctic content, several significant texts and
unpublished diaries from prominent historical figures are listed. The author takes full responsibility for any
inaccuracies in the book derived from this research.

Finally, heartfelt thanks go to the author’s family for their unwavering support, as well as to friends for their
kindness and willingness to engage in extensive discussions about historical subjects. A special mention is
reserved for Sam, whose belief in the author from the outset underscores the profound personal significance
of this work.

Chapter I

In this chapter, the protagonist grapples with a chilling reality that leaves him detached from concern about
death. The frigid conditions foster a perception of his mind that resembles a drunkard's state; his thoughts
drift aimlessly, likened to translucent jellyfish in the cold expanse of the Arctic. Despite the numbing cold
that bites his hands and feet, his thoughts persist, more tenacious than the frost attempting to dominate them.

As he navigates the icy terrain, he recognizes that he is indeed walking, although the sensation has dulled.
The ice beneath him oscillates, suggesting motion in a landscape that otherwise feels stagnant and
unforgiving. He is equipped with a gun slung across his back and a bag hanging in front of him, their weight
perceived as both trivial and burdensome—a Sisyphean endeavor that might hint at an endless struggle.

Despite the severe conditions, he surprisingly finds himself in a good mood, revealing his resilience or
perhaps a disconnection from the dire circumstances he faces. His lips, too cold to produce sound, prevent
him from whistling, a simple act that would otherwise express his feelings. However, amidst this quietude, he
becomes aware of distant boom sounds—cannon fire emanating from a ship, signaling his presence or
possibly a call for help. The trio of shots resonates through the icy silence, echoing like a sneeze, a stark
reminder of the reality and perils that surround him.

Ultimately, this chapter creates a vivid picture of a solitary figure resiliently traversing a harsh landscape,
maintaining a peculiar sense of humor and spirit, despite the looming threat of death and the formidable
Arctic conditions that confine him. The juxtaposition of his mental state against the physical challenges
presents a complex character who confronts despair with an unsettling calmness.

Chapter II

Gore boards the ship, met by the muffled figures of the watch, amidst the unsettling tilt caused by encircling
sea ice. Below deck, it’s almost warm from the clustered crew hastening through an emergency. He learns
from the ship's surgeon, Stanley, that it’s July 24, 1847, though his delayed response highlights his haze from
the cold. Despite his struggles, he insists on attending the emergency command meeting.

Gathered in the Great Cabin of *Erebus*, the mood is heavy with the recent death of Sir John Franklin, and
the atmosphere feels spectral, as though the cabin itself mourned. Captain Fitzjames, who now leads after
Franklin, listens as Lieutenant Irving delivers troubling news. The rations aboard the ship are dangerously
low and compromised; some tinned provisions are inedible, evidently defective before departure.

Fairholme, the third lieutenant, listens as Irving attempts to frame their situation in a religious context, but
Gore urges more straightforward discourse. Fitzjames helps clarify the problem with the rations and
ultimately asks for updates on any game caught. Gore's meager catch of three partridges and a distant gull
highlights their dire circumstances.



As they assess their dwindling supplies, Fitzjames indicates that neither ship’s crew can last another year
without ration cuts, prompting a consensus to reduce the rations to two-thirds. Although Stanley warns of the
potential risks of weakening the sick men even further, Fitzjames insists on this compromise to keep as many
men alive for their eventual return.

The tension is palpable as Gore contemplates the implications. The pressing question remains: what if the ice
never breaks? Outside, the ice shifts ominously, echoing the ship's straining hull. Creaking and cracking
foretell the dangers lurking in their isolation, underscoring the threat to their survival. Gore reflects on both
the loss of the ship's cat, which had succumbed to the harsh conditions, and the looming despair that
surrounds them all.

Chapter III

Gore lies in his cabin, reflecting on his deteriorating condition. He recalls Stanley’s comment about
"Debility," a reference to the scurvy affecting the crew, leaving them melancholic and physically weakened.
The imagery of despair is vivid—men lamenting for home, dealing with joint pain, and suffering from loose
teeth. Gore feels the poignant ache of memories associated with the word "Mother" as old wounds resurface.

As he stretches his fingers, he remembers a past injury from a gun accident while with Captain Stokes in
Australia. The incident unfolds in his mind: while preparing to shoot a bird during an expedition up a river, a
thunderous report shakes him back. His recollection fades at that moment, leaving him lying in the boat with
Stokes looking pale and shaken. The moment was marked by dark humor—Gore’s awkward remark of
having "killed the bird" prompts laughter from Stokes, a sign of camaraderie now missed.

Longing fills Gore as he thinks of Australia, yearning for the warmth and vitality of the land. He misses the
freshness of exploration, even the trivial misadventures of mishaps with local berries. However, the harsh,
barren landscape he currently inhabits leaves him detached. Though he ponders his family back in New
South Wales, he avoids dwelling on it, preferring not to provoke memories of his body, which he feels has
become overly skeletal.

Gore considers his physical state; he’s notably thinner, and his body has transformed into something almost
alien to him. Still, he knows he has great skills as a hunter. Tomorrow, he plans to go out again, hoping to
secure better game. He recalls a previous successful hunt at twenty-six with Robert McClure, underscoring
the loneliness he feels for absent friends and companions who have faded from his life, leaving him to
grapple with the solitude of his current existence. Despite his physical suffering, he finds strength in his
remarkable aim, taking solace in the act of killing, which confirms his sense of being loved.

Chapter IV

In this chapter, set in the stark Arctic landscape, the cold of the next day is a familiar touchstone for the crew
of the *Erebus*. Despite the biting chill, the stewards are busy drying laundry on the rigging, while Gore
opts for leather breeches under wool as a precaution against the elements. The chapter vividly details the
disorienting effects of the sun reflecting off the ice—turning the vast emptiness into a place where
movements can inspire hallucinations, making mundane objects appear threatening.

Gore prefers solitary hunting in this harsh environment, preferring to immerse himself in the moment,
becoming a simple embodiment of instinct and focus. Recollecting a ten-hour stint on the ice a decade
prior—where he battled extreme cold and isolation—he reflects on his endurance and the subsequent toll it
took on his body. Now, older and physically diminished, he finds solitude a sweet reprieve from the burdens
of companionship.



On his solitary perambulation, he shoots a couple of partridges, their meager meat hardly worth the effort.
His quest for wildlife remains unfulfilled, as he encounters nothing more stimulating than the stark emptiness
of the terrain. Thirst becomes his decisive factor for returning, leading him through the frozen landscape
piled high like a ruined temple.

As he traverses the inhospitable terrain of King William Land, he is reminded of etchings he has seen, which
simplify the complex and treacherous details of the Arctic. The reality he faces is fraught with challenging
pressure ridges that impede his journey back to the ship. Gore is aware of an impending storm that threatens
as he struggles toward safety.

His mental state is one of calm acceptance. Life on the edge of survival doesn’t compel him to dramatize
peril. When Fitzjames inquires about his lack of fear or hope, Gore’s response encapsulates his stark
pragmatism: recognizing love as perhaps the greatest catastrophe. As the winds sharpen and fatigue sets in,
he becomes hyper-focused, moving through the snow like a mechanical process, mindlessly pushing forward.
Eventually, he spots a seal near a hole in the ice, instinctively drawing his gun and firing, eliciting a sound
that horrifies him, echoing humanity amid the wilderness .

Chapter V

In Chapter V, we find Gore in the sick bay aboard the *Erebus*, dealing with frostnip while attending to a
tense situation following a shooting incident. Stanley, the ship's doctor, displays evident panic as he tends to
Gore's injuries, amid concerns about the aftermath of a recent encounter. Lieutenant Le Vesconte, who has
combat experience from the Opium War, questions Gore about the event, specifically whether he is certain he
shot a man dead. Despite the serious nature of the matter, Goodsir, the assistant surgeon, reassures Gore with
his calm demeanor, further solidifying their friendship despite the ranks separating them.

Gore expresses remorse, initially thinking he had shot a seal, but the gravity of the situation becomes
apparent when he confirms that he shot a man dead. He instructs Le Vesconte to send men to the body with
tobacco and steel knives, hoping to offer some form of peace and avoid additional conflict with the local
Esquimaux. Le Vesconte, however, voices caution about arming the locals. Gore persists in his plans, but in
the midst of this, he wrestles with physical discomfort from his injuries, acknowledging that his feet are
swelling and that he will walk on them regardless of any advice.

As Gore prepares to put his boots back on, he recalls the moment he shot the man, expressing hollow regret.
Goodsir, who seems to sense Gore's distress, squeezes his arm, prompting Gore to reflect on whether he
seeks comfort. The chapter concludes with the mounting tension aboard the ship as the watch crows about the
sighting of a party of Esquimaux approaching, setting the stage for potential conflict or negotiation,
underscoring the precarious situation they are in while navigating this treacherous environment.

Chapter VI

In this chapter, the leaders of a group, comprising an elderly man and two younger hunters, request to board
the ship *Erebus*. Due to the lack of an interpreter on Franklin’s expedition, Captain Crozier of *Terror*
steps in, despite not sharing a dialect with the Esquimaux. A party of ten natives is welcomed aboard, but
their behaviors diverge from typical native actions. Instead of showing curiosity, they remain stoic, gathering
on the quarterdeck and listening blankly while Crozier awkwardly extends apologies. Gifts of needles,
tobacco, mirrors, and buttons are offered, though intriguingly, there are no knives present.

Crozier, after an unsuccessful attempt to communicate and connect with the natives, returns to the
crew—identified as “Gore.” He informs Gore that the widow of a native man wishes to speak with him. The



widow is described as a petite woman, characterized by black hair, brown skin, and eyes that give her a
deeply veiled expression. Her beauty and haunting demeanor leave Gore transfixed, as he perceives the
weight of her sorrow marked by the remnants of tears on her cheeks.

At this moment, Gore's instinctual responses conflict—he considers the appropriate gesture of deference,
deciding whether to kneel before her or extend his hand to replace what was lost. His thoughts reveal his
internal struggle relating to his own unanchored existence, filled with violence and displacement. The
encounter evokes deep feelings in him—a convergence of past traumas and a yearning for connection amid
ongoing desolation.

Despite his hesitation, he apologizes in English, struggling for the right words. The widow watches him
intently, and even after their encounter ends, he senses her gaze clinging to him, permeating his very being.
This chapter encapsulates a moment rife with emotional tension, exploring themes of loss, connection, and
the burdens of both personal and cultural histories.

Chapter VII

In the aftermath of a shooting incident, Gore leads a small group, including two officers from an ice-bound
ship, on a challenging march across sixteen miles of pack ice to reach Cape Felix. The hunting has been
disappointingly poor, yielding only a few hundred pounds of meat, which is shared among the crew. Hunters
retain the heads and hearts of larger game, and Gore shares his first caribou heart with Goodsir, who responds
with a lecture on parasitical creatures, showing his enthusiasm for science despite his youth. The temporary
camp at Cape Felix serves as both a magnetic observatory and a base for hunting, as the arduous journeys
from the ship wear out all but the most determined hunters, easily identifiable by their disfigured faces.

Lieutenant Hodgson of the *Terror*, although charming and brave, is inexperienced and represents a
troubling sign, indicating that Crozier, a talented scientist, may not value the work being done or expect the
results to return to England. Earlier in the year, Gore had led a group to leave a note for the Admiralty, but
with no sign of a reconnoiter or the expected message being delivered, a melancholy fatigue settles over the
camp, compounded by hunger. Gore struggles to maintain morale and keep the camp functional, using his
charisma and the looming threat of discipline to ward off despair.

Mornings bring the challenge of frozen sleeping bags and heavy damp clothing. Mealtimes are disheartening
as the men eat cold, unappetizing rations amidst dwindling supplies. The lack of Esquimaux, who previously
visited the ships for trade, adds to their woes, leaving the camp devoid of the usual lively interactions. Gore’s
health is faltering as he copes with swollen, numb fingers, yet he perseveres, determined to secure a hunt.

The atmosphere shifts dramatically as Gore experiences a sudden, inexplicable event—a flash of blue light
that splits the horizon, prompting him to raise his gun. In that moment, he begins to ponder the possible
future paths his life could take, hinting at a pivotal turning point that will define his journey in ways he
cannot yet understand.

Chapter VIII

In April 1848, Commander Gore, presumed dead for eight months, is engulfed in a vivid imagination of what
has unfolded during his absence. He studies accounts of the dreadful Arctic expedition by Franklin’s crew,
who endured a harrowing winter aboard the ships **Erebus** and **Terror**. The expedition's best
sportsman has succumbed, and as temperatures plunge, a single storm obliterates another hunting party of
officers and men. Isolation drives some mad, while others starve, plagued by scurvy and a desperate longing
for warmth and food amid the suffocating darkness. The air around the ships smells of decay, reflecting the



despair within.

As spring arrives, casualties rise sharply, with nine officers and fifteen men dead—the highest mortality rate
of any polar expedition to date. Faced with this calamity, Crozier, physically deteriorating yet resolute, orders
the abandonment of their ships. Franklin’s venture—still only referred to as “Franklin’s expedition” and not
yet a “lost expedition”—prepares to march 800 miles toward the promise of safety, carrying supplies
insufficient for halfway.

Whaleboats are loaded with essential items: tents, sealskin sleeping bags, primarily canned provisions, spare
clothing, and hunting rifles. Overloaded, the men suffer as they drag the boats through the icy terrain. The
ordeal transforms from a voyage of hope to one of grim survival as frostbite, dysentery, and death become
constant companions. With their strength waning, marines guard medical supplies against desperate sailors,
undertaking responsibility for policing dwindling rations. Goodsir is one of the surviving surgeons but
ultimately loses his battle with a tooth infection.

As they struggle onward, makeshift burial practices begin, but soon the dead lie where they fall, a grim
testament to the expedition's tragedy. They abandon gear, creating bizarre scenes of civilization amidst the
frozen wasteland. Their hope wanes, and they trudge forth, lost in exhaustion and despair, as they become
more lost to the landscape.

Gore learns that around thirty survivors eventually reach a camp dubbed “Starvation Cove,” far from
civilization. In dreams, he confronts haunting memories of his friends, including a visceral vision of Le
Vesconte in a state of dismemberment. These dreams blur the lines of life and death, reflecting the grim
reality of survival when faced with cannibalistic instincts.

While surviving Inuit offer assistance, the expedition’s poor preparation leaves them vulnerable in a harsh
land. Gore wrestles with the burden of memory and guilt, determined to reach safety before darkness claims
him, haunted by the faces of those lost and a profound sense of responsibility for their fate.

Chapter IX

In May 1859, Captain Leopold McClintock's search expedition, trapped for eight months by ice in Bellot
Strait, finally sees an end to the harsh winter. With the return of the sun, McClintock's crew struggles with
frostbite and scurvy as they prepare to sled south along King William Land, led by Lieutenant Hobson. Local
Esquimaux recount a chilling tale of a group of thirty starved white men, believed to be the last remnants of
Sir John Franklin's ill-fated expedition to discover the Northwest Passage, which has been lost since July
1845, with no sign of its crew ever being found.

Hinting at more gruesome discoveries, the Esquimaux detail incidents of cannibalism, including
dismembered bodies at campsites and ghastly accounts of boots filled with human flesh. In one disturbing
vignette, Hobson contemplates his own fate as he realizes the extremes to which desperation can drive a man.

Upon reaching an area the Europeans called Cape Felix, Hobson discovers remnants of a once-occupied
camp, including tents furnished with bearskins and valuable equipment likely left behind in haste. This was
not merely a last refuge but appears to have once served as a scientific observatory, suggesting the crew's
swift abandonment was rooted in dire circumstances. Continuing southward, Hobson stumbles upon a cairn
containing the only known communication from Franklin's expedition — a pair of notes written on Admiralty
notepaper.

The first note showcases the expedition’s initial confidence, indicating they had wintered in 1846-1847 at
Beechey Island and were led by Franklin. However, a second, more ominous note reveals the tragic reality:
by April 1848, after enduring two harsh winters, Franklin's expedition had been abandoned, resulting in
widespread death within the crew. It mentions Franklin’s death in June 1847 and indicates that the expedition



had seen the demise of nine officers and fifteen men. Lieutenant Graham Gore is acknowledged to have
perished before any overland escape was attempted, leaving the fate of the others uncertain, with history
engulfing them as the unforgiving sea does to those it claims.

Chapter X

In the chapter, the protagonist finds himself in an unsettling situation with individuals he perceives as
captors. A turbulent period has passed, during which he has become aware that the bulges under their jackets
conceal weapons. The ordeal is compounded by the strange atmosphere of this new environment, which is
starkly different from what he is accustomed to.

One of the attendants, dressed in a white robe, suggests that he was part of the Discovery Service, framing his
current circumstance as a “mission of discovery,” a notion he must embrace as part of his role in this brave
new world. It presents his predicament not solely as captivity, but as a task he can approach with agency—he
can tackle it effectively or poorly.

At the end of a long corridor, he arrives at a door leading to a room where an officer awaits. Inside, he
encounters a small ghostly figure—a girl with black hair and brown skin, her bright presence juxtaposed
against the dim surroundings. Captivated by her ethereal beauty and striking features, he feels a surge of
emotion, causing him to avert his gaze, uncertain if others also perceive her presence or if she exists solely
for him.

The officer introduces himself; she is his “bridge” to the future—a cryptic yet pivotal role in his newfound
circumstances. As days stretch into weeks and months, he reflects on the girl’s features—similar yet
distinctly different from those of an Inuit woman he is reminded of, adding layers to his perception of her.
The connection he senses is complex, intertwined with guilt and a deep-seated longing.

Moreover, the narrative hints at themes of divine intervention, as the thoughts drift toward the nature of
God’s will and mercy. The protagonist believes that it is by divine providence that he is linked to this girl,
suggesting a purpose to their connection that transcends his current plight. Ultimately, the chapter closes on
an ambiguous yet poignant note, where the character navigates feelings of redemption, fate, and the intricate
interplay of memory and desire.

Chapter One

In Chapter One, the narrator reflects on their interview for a high-security job they’ve never been qualified
for before. The interviewer, Adela, Vice Secretary of "Expatriation," has an eye patch and hay-like blond
hair, and abruptly asks about the narrator’s Cambodian heritage, specifically referencing their mother as a
refugee. This leads to a discussion about the terminology used for displaced people; Adela prefers the term
"expats" despite the implication of their traumatic history. The conversation reveals that the narrator's
mother, though a refugee, never identified herself as such, emphasizing the complexities of identity
intertwined with cultural expectations.

As the narrative progresses, it is revealed that the British government has developed time travel, planning to
extract individuals from historical moments of crisis—wars and epidemics—yet doing so only as a method to
prevent altering history. The narrator is to serve as a “bridge,” assisting these “expats” as they adjust to
contemporary life. This unorthodox project intends to maintain their human rights while tracking their
adjustment under monitoring.



The narrator expresses their excitement for the job, feeling stagnant in their position as a translator
specializing in Southeast Asia. They recall their early childhood ambitions shaped by their mother's
aspirations for them. However, the job aligns more with their heritage and the skills they've developed.
Tension arises among the staff regarding terminology, highlighting the philosophical implications of how
language shapes identity and perception.

The meeting shifts to an urgent briefing about their first expat, Commander Graham Gore, a figure from the
19th century. He arrives with a distinct presence, struggling to comprehend the world he’s been thrust into
after being extracted from historical circumstances.

Gore, who is grappling with modern life, embodies a transitional figure, both literally and metaphorically.
The narrator introduces him to contemporary customs and technology, leading to moments of humor and
reflection on societal changes. As they bond, the juxtaposition of their vastly different backgrounds unfolds,
fostering humor and discomfort, which navigate the complexities of historical trauma and modern identity .

Chapter Two

In Chapter Two, the narrator recounts their experience at the Ministry after taking the London Underground
with Graham Gore, who, despite being an expat from a different time period, adjusts well though he
questions modern concepts such as dating. While Gore’s demeanor suggests openness, the narrator feels their
relationship is complicated by the emotional baggage of both their histories. After arriving, Gore is escorted
to meet other expats, while the narrator meets with Quentin, their handler, who questions the mental status of
the expats, including Gore.

Quentin expresses concern over Gore’s cognitive understanding of the current time, revealing that he
previously assumed his expedition had survived. The chapter reveals the challenges of communicating with
people from vastly different eras, as others like Reginald-Smyth struggle with their grasp of modern life.
During a meeting with the Vice Secretary Adela, discussion of expat welfare highlights the project’s
ambiguous morality as they face potential insanity or worse due to time travel. Simellia, another bridge,
shares her own expat’s struggles, emphasizing the overarching theme of psychic trauma and adjustment.

The narrator explores their perception of Gore as charming yet disoriented, discovering how he emotionally
navigates the modern era as they dine together. Their conversation about the other expats reflects the cultural
dissonance, with Gore's attempts to fit in often leading to humor and insight into his character.

As Gore struggles with the expectation of adapting to a mundane life, he expresses desires for a dog, a
suggestion met with skepticism. Their insights into familial and social identities remain complicated, as the
narrator grapples with her own mixed-race background while educating Gore on contemporary societal
norms. The chapter reveals the nuanced complexities of adapting different lives, showcasing the balance
between maintaining individuality and integration into a new world while delving into nostalgia and identity.
The rapport they build, despite their historical and cultural disparities, hints at a friendship that might
transcend those boundaries.

Chapter Three

In Chapter Three, the narrator reflects on her upbringing in a household overwhelmed by paperwork and
documentation. This clutter filled her life with a sense of identity shaped by the tangible evidence of her
family's history, encapsulated in invoices, old subscriptions, and her mother’s Cambodian passport. Growing
up in this environment instilled in her an obsession with archiving and organization, influencing her career as
a civil servant.



Throughout the chapter, the focus shifts to the narrator's relationship with Graham, an expat adjusting to
modern life. Despite embracing certain aspects of the 21st century—like music from composers such as Bach
and Tchaikovsky—Graham displays a reluctance toward assimilation, often critiquing contemporary culture
and art. His dismissal of films frustrates the narrator, making her reflection on their cultural differences more
pronounced.

As the narrative unfolds, the expats undergo tests for empathy and honesty, reminiscent of psychological
evaluations. The experiments reveal tensions; some test subjects resist the notion of modernity, revealing
their psychological struggles. Graham's adverse reactions to the testing procedures hint at deeper issues,
drawing attention to the emotional toll of their current existence.

The chapter transitions into the shared experiences of the expats as they navigate life together, which
accentuates their isolation from each other due to their distinct historical backgrounds. Communal dinners
become a potential solution for building connections, highlighting the appalling disparities among different
eras of expats regarding social interaction and identity.

The narrator reflects on her own identity and financial prudence stemming from her past, coupled with her
desire for acknowledgment from Graham. As the heat wave begins, it introduces discomfort and exacerbates
tensions in the relationships, leading the narrator to buy a new bike for Graham, hoping to forge a connection
through shared experiences.

Graham’s initial ineptitude on the bike demonstrates his struggle with modern life, while his fascination with
the past emerges through his conversations. Their shared attempts at adjustment expose both limitations,
blending the historical with the contemporary while exploring themes of adaptation and empathy through
their evolving interactions. The chapter closes with an unsettling mystery regarding one of the expats, hinting
at deeper, potentially sinister issues within the time-travel project, reinforcing the narrative tension that
underscores their journey.

Chapter Four

In Chapter Four, the narrative follows a summer filled with significant events impacting the lives of the
protagonist and expatriates. The chapter opens with a moment on bikes, where the protagonist's companion
reflects on the superiority of a fast motorbike, sparking a philosophical discussion that transitions to their
mundane reality. The protagonist then faces an unsettling email issue with a colleague, Quentin, and receives
a surprising call from Vice Secretary Adela, indicating scrutiny over communication and expressing concern
over their project.

Later, there's a shift in the status of expatriates as travel restrictions are conditionally lifted. This change is
based on their ability to pass an exam demonstrating familiarity with contemporary life. The protagonist
contemplates the implications of this shift, especially regarding Graham's disdain for modern society, fearing
it might affect their acceptance within the larger world. Graham’s sense of alienation and resistance is
juxtaposed with the desire for assimilation, emphasizing the broader theme of displacement.

As the chapter progresses, Graham emphasizes his struggle with modernity, while the protagonist witnesses
his growth through test preparation and engagement with the Ministry. Amidst personal turmoil, the chapter
features social gatherings organized by Graham aimed at boosting morale among expatriates, revealing
cultural clashes and the burdens of expectations.

A notable scene occurs during a lecture soirée in which the Ministry presents dry, uninspired content, in stark
contrast to the lively presentations by the expatriates. This contrast ignites a sense of camaraderie among the
expatriates and highlights their vibrancy compared to the Ministry's staleness, accentuating the juxtaposition
of past and present.



The chapter closes with a dinner gathering that highlights camaraderie among Graham, Arthur, and Margaret,
showcasing their friendships and the evolving dynamics amidst class and cultural differences. Conversations
drift from the banal to the profound, embedding humor and tension within personal interactions,
encapsulating the fragility of their existence against the backdrop of a suffocating government structure,
leaving the reader pondering their fates.

Chapter Five

In September, the protagonist finds themselves in Pimlico with Margaret Kemble, dressed in tartan scarves.
They discuss various topics, including the upcoming acclimatization examination Margeret is preparing for.
Their banter touches upon their opinions on politics, social media, and relationships, brought to life by
Margaret's teasing attitude towards Arthur, who approaches awkwardly after returning from Scotland. Arthur
is flustered, and the dynamics among the characters reveal a blend of humor and underlying tensions
regarding gender and societal expectations, especially concerning how they perceive one another.

As their day unfolds with vivid descriptions of their surroundings and interactions, memories of nonhuman
interactions surface, leading to a poignant childhood recollection where the protagonist struggled with an
irrational fear of spiders, exacerbated by their mother's conflicting approach to dealing with the arachnids.
This fear is addressed through imaginative storytelling from their father, cleverly transforming the spider into
an almost endearing character, promoting an understanding that reinterprets fear into something less
threatening.

The narrative shifts to a discussion about illness as Margaret catches a cold that highlights the stark
differences in contemporary and historic experiences of illness and healthcare. This incites office meetings
concerning the treatment of the time-traveling expats, indicating the seriousness of their health, contrasted
against the backdrop of humor and camaraderie among the characters.

Amidst these interactions, a more serious subplot emerges involving Quentin, a character struggling with
unseen pressures. His paranoia regarding the government leads him to fear for his safety, which raises
questions about trust and complicity within the Ministry. The protagonist grapples with their role in a
complex bureaucratic web while attempting to maintain a semblance of normalcy and care among friends,
amidst deeper insecurities about loyalty and personal connections.

As the chapter progresses, the protagonist engages with Graham over their whimsical struggles with both
food and culture. Their evolving relationship hints at deeper layers of affection interspersed with shared
moments of vulnerability, portraying a rich tapestry of life during a tumultuous period. The juxtaposition of
personal growth, humor, fear, and complexity in relationships forms the core of the chapter, encapsulating
the intricate dynamics of their lives as they navigate the ever-present challenge of adapting to both new and
longstanding fears and societal expectations.

Chapter Six

In Chapter Six, the protagonist reflects on returning home after the New Year, noticing a shift in the
atmosphere of the house. Graham occasionally displays a vague, confused smile, hinting at deeper pressures
he faces as he prepares to rejoin the Royal Navy. He and another character, Cardingham, are undergoing
training to create effective identities and backstories, and the protagonist is unsettled by the Ministry's focus
on Graham's and Cardingham's retraining rather than on the others.

The narrative delves into the complexity of Graham's character, providing insights into his psychological
evaluations and clinical profile. The protagonist struggles with her obsessive analysis of him, longing to



capture every facet of his being, reflecting on the almost intimate nature of having "access to his file."

Lighthearted interactions occur between the protagonist and Graham regarding clubbing plans with another
character, Margaret. The atmosphere further shifts towards tension when gunfire interrupts a ceremony meant
to welcome new agents, leading to the death of Quentin, a significant figure in the protagonist's life. This
traumatic event forces her into anxiety and stress, exposing her vulnerability and hinting at the precarious
nature of their work.

Following Quentin's death, the protagonist battles depression while Graham takes on a caretaker role,
concerned for her well-being. Their dynamic strains as the protagonist pushes away help, immersing herself
in guilt and grief over Quentin's loss. As the story progresses, new details come to light about the Ministry's
operations, underscoring a methodical and bureaucratic approach to personal tragedies. Another storm looms
over their lives as they deal with the fallouts of loss and betrayal, navigating a complex web of authority and
hidden dangers.

The chapter concludes dramatically with a confrontation involving the Brigadier, revealing more layers of
tension and intrigue, and leading to a precarious escape on Graham's motorbike. Their relationship escalates
with a significant kiss, marked by tension and the weight of unsaid feelings, indicating a turning point in their
complex emotional landscape.

Chapter Seven

In Chapter Seven, the protagonist finds herself in a Ministry safe house, grappling with the aftermath of an
assassination attempt involving a man she recently learned might be from the future. After a tense encounter
with Adela—their enigmatic operative—she processes her conflicting emotions, reflecting on her relationship
with her companion, Graham. They share a complicated history, marked by a recent kiss that has left the
protagonist feeling vulnerable.

As she navigates convoluted feelings about Graham, her mind drifts between moments of fear and tranquility
within the drab, stifling environment of the safe house. She recalls their recent escape from danger, which
involved elaborate logistical maneuvers and the stark reality of their new confines—a tattered flat where her
past life feels increasingly distant. Adela's unexpected kindness contrasts sharply with the ominous
atmosphere they're trapped in.

The tension escalates when Graham enters, still shaken yet seeking solace in familiar routines. Their
subsequent dialogue reveals strains of misunderstanding tied to the earlier kiss, unraveling layers of desire
and insecurity that characterizes their complicated bond. Graham expresses regret, and yet, in an unlikely
twist, reveals that he's been attempting to court her, illustrating misgivings rooted in his upbringing.

The narrative balances physical intimacy with intellectual confrontation as they explore boundaries, leading
to a heightened sense of connection. Physical exploration entwined with emotional revelations lays bare their
desires and hesitations. Graham navigates his feelings with hesitance, culminating in a euphoric moment
filled with passion and unguarded vulnerability that eclipses prior tensions.

The chapter ends on a note of awakening—both physically and emotionally. As they draw closer, their
relationship undergoes a transformation, a blend of affection, conflict, and desire, against the larger backdrop
of impending danger that looms over them. This atmosphere reflects their precarious situation, where the
personal and the perilous intertwine, leaving them teetering between love and survival.

Chapter Eight



The days danced between severe storms and unexpected heat, starkly contrasting like a chessboard. The
characters attempted to establish a sense of normalcy in their new home, salvaging possessions that the
Ministry had allowed them to keep. Meanwhile, the Ministry entered a chaotic lockdown phase.
Administrative teams battled with data migration issues, email technicalities, and faulty communication
devices, leading to absurd mishaps like Simellia getting stuck in a malfunctioning vestibule, sparking alarms
and chaos.

During this pandemonium, the protagonist was en route to a meeting with Adela when they encountered the
source of the commotion. Simellia was attemptively reciting "Richard II" on the other side of a stuck door.
Once freed, she appeared changed: her uniform clung to a thinner frame, and her hair fluffed out into a wild
Afro—something the protagonist noted but chose not to comment on. The tension between them highlighted
the uncertain atmosphere surrounding them, worsened by revelations about their colleagues facing
restrictions and protective custody.

The chapter then shifts to a spring outing to a Turner exhibition, a seemingly cheerful event clouded by
deeper issues. The expats, each adapting poorly to their new cultural landscape, engaged in a peculiar game
entitled “ghost hunting,” where they searched for familiar faces in odd places. As they wandered through the
exhibition, their banter revealed their struggles with integration and a lack of meaningful engagement with
the Ministry.

As the expedition unfolded, layers of emotional complexity appeared against the backdrop of beautiful
Turner paintings. The protagonist felt a mixture of affection and anxiety when observing Graham, whose past
and connection to the exhibition made the visit a bittersweet experience. The protagonist wrestles internally
with the dynamics of their relationships, feelings of inadequacy, and the need to navigate their affection for
Graham while also managing their precarious status within the Ministry's hierarchy.

Graham's somber reflections on his past seep through as he grapples with the loss of his former life,
ultimately connecting deeply with the protagonist. The strain of his history manifests in heart-wrenching
discussions about grief, identity, and belonging, with a palpable sense of vulnerability floating in the air
between them. This emotional turmoil is encapsulated in moments of tenderness juxtaposed with their
complex societal structures and the ever-looming influence of the Ministry in their daily lives .

Chapter Nine

In Chapter Nine, the tension escalates dramatically as Adela confronts the protagonist, warning her about the
presence of a mole within the Ministry. Adela appears distressed, without her makeup, a stark contrast to her
usual self, indicating the gravity of the situation. She reveals that someone is leaking critical information,
which endangers them both. The protagonist grapples with feelings of inadequacy and confusion, pulled from
her momentary denial of reality into the shocking acknowledgment of the threat they face.

Following the meeting, the protagonist returns to her disheveled flat, tormented by the thoughts of her
partner, Graham, who soon arrives with alarming news about Margaret. Graham recounts a horrifying
discovery; upon checking on Margaret in her safe house, he finds her ex-lover dead and Margaret missing.
Fearing for their lives, they rush to a tunnel system that Graham believes is a secure escape route.

As they prepare, a sense of urgency takes over as the protagonist gathers supplies and contemplates the
reality of being hunted. Graham loads a hidden handgun, revealing layers of secrets beneath their everyday
lives, while the protagonist's anxiety heightens, realizing their precarious position. Their partnership is tested
as past tensions resurface, but their collective need for survival pushes them forward.

The duo encounters Margaret, who emerges from hiding, frazzled and scared. Graham reassures her of his
intention to protect her. However, time is running out as they hear noises above, suggesting they are not



alone. The chapter paints a vivid picture of their struggle, showcasing themes of betrayal, survival, and the
dark undercurrents of their society. It culminates in action as they prepare to face an uncertain future,
drawing the reader into the urgency of their plight while hinting at broader conspiracies at play that threaten
not just their lives but the stability of their world.

Chapter Ten

In Chapter Ten, the protagonist confronts a dramatic and emotional series of events following her escape
from a harrowing situation. After a sweaty run and chaotic public transport journey, she arrives at the
Ministry, only to be intercepted by Simellia, who seemed to have a plan. An urgent conversation reveals that
Arthur, a significant figure in her life, has died, bringing forth an emotional breakdown as her panic and grief
take hold.

Simellia, however, surprises her by pointing a gun at her, revealing a shocking betrayal: she is the mole who
has been leaking information. This stark revelation leads to a confrontation about their moral choices, with
Simellia asserting that the Ministry's grim future—a destroyed sub-Saharan Africa and an obliterated
Europe—is the result of their actions and choices. The two women engage in a heated exchange that spirals
into physical conflict. Amidst the chaos, the protagonist seizes control, wielding the gun as they continue to
discuss the implications of their actions and the broader societal collapse they are facing.

The atmosphere becomes tense as the Brigadier appears, emphasizing the grim stakes at play. He suggests
that they are trapped in a cycle of violence and retribution. As the protagonist feels the weight of guilt
concerning Arthur and the shadowy future that lies ahead, she eventually unloads her gun at the time-door
machine, triggering alarms and ominous red lights, which foreshadow possibly dire consequences for them
all.

In the ensuing confusion, Simellia's attempt to aid their escape leads to another deadly confrontation, as more
Ministry forces arrive. Escaping into the chaos, Simellia bursts forth with a gun pointed at the protagonist
while making a desperate bid for survival, underscoring the paranoia that now dictates their lives. Following
a tumultuous interaction, they find themselves back in a parking lot where Simellia, embracing the futility of
their situation, decides to cut ties, suggesting a powerful need to take control of her narrative moving
forward.

The protagonist returns home, revealing her inner turmoil as she grapples with memories of the life and
relationships that have been irrevocably altered. Shockingly, she finds Graham at her kitchen table—armed
and accusatory. Their confrontation opens up questions of trust, betrayal, and the remnants of love as she
learns the extent of the Ministry's manipulations woven through their very identities. Ultimately, she is left
reflecting on loss, regret, and the futility of trying to impose order in a chaotic world framed by temporal
disruption and emotional wreckage.

Reading Group Guide

In "The Ministry of Time," set in a near-future Britain, the story unfolds through the perspective of a narrator
known as “the bridge,” who takes a government job within a newly established ministry focused on time-
travel experiments. With little understanding of her role, she is assigned to monitor Commander Graham
Gore, a nineteenth-century naval officer rescued from the Franklin Expedition, as he acclimates to the
modern world. Living with the bridge in London, Gore, along with four other “expats,” undergoes various
exercises intended to acclimatize them, with the Ministry closely monitoring their physical and mental well-
being. As the bridge becomes emotionally attached to Gore, a growing sense of mystery surrounds the true
intentions of the government and the precarious nature of their project.



The narrative engages with themes of narrative power and identity, reflecting on how the characters navigate
their roles as time travelers versus refugees, especially in light of the bridge’s mother's experiences as a
Cambodian refugee. The dynamic between Gore and the bridge highlights personal and historical
intersections, prompting reflections on the ethics of their interactions. Humor interlaces with drama, as
characters contend with modern technologies alien to them while confronting their pasts.

Compounding the tension are interludes that revisit moments from the Franklin Expedition, enriching our
understanding of Gore’s character and providing context for the bridge's growing awareness of her situation.
With humor interspersed throughout, the story maintains a balance between light-hearted observations and
serious exploration of historical trauma, personal redemption, and the ramifications of time manipulation. A
conversation with author Kaliane Bradley delves deeper into the narrative's complexities, revealing her
motivations and the creative decisions underpinning the story. Ultimately, the book invites readers to
contemplate the implications of time-travel, belonging, and the weight of history.

Map

It appears that the content you provided is not a chapter of a book, but rather part of an HTML document
containing a title and an image related to a map of Frank's lost Arctic expedition. There is no text or narrative
that can be summarized according to your guidelines.

Please provide the actual chapter text, and I'll be happy to summarize it for you following your requirements.

Dedication

This chapter is a dedication, which serves as a personal tribute from the author to their parents. It is brief,
consisting of a single line that expresses gratitude and affection. The author acknowledges their parents'
influence in their life, likely indicating a sense of appreciation for support, guidance, or love they received
throughout their upbringing.

The dedication sets a personal tone for the book, highlighting the importance of family values and
connections. While the chapter is succinct, it establishes emotional context that may resonate with readers,
potentially enhancing their connection to the author's narrative. The simplicity of the wording reflects
sincerity, making it a heartfelt tribute.

Overall, this dedication encapsulates the emotional foundation upon which the author builds their story,
inviting readers to honor their own familial ties as they embark on the journey of the book. It foreshadows
themes of gratitude and reflection that may emerge in the subsequent chapters.

Author’s Note

On May 19, 1845, the HMS Erebus and HMS Terror set sail from Greenhithe in Kent, aiming to uncover the
Northwest Passage—a supposed route through the North American Arctic linking the UK to Asian trading
kingdoms. In July 1845, whalers spotted the ships in Baffin Bay, poised to enter the Arctic maze, but they
were never seen again. Seven years of searches concluded on March 1, 1854, when the expedition was
declared lost, and the crew presumed dead. The only clue, discovered by William Hobson in 1859, was a
cairn containing the Victory Point note, detailed in the IX chapter of this narrative.



Led by Sir John Franklin, an experienced Arctic explorer infamous for the disastrous Coppermine expedition
in 1819, the voyage included HMS Terror under Captain Francis Crozier, a skilled sailor and scientist with a
wealth of prior expedition experience. The flagship Erebus was captained by James Fitzjames, a charismatic
yet inexperienced leader in polar exploration, with First Lieutenant Graham Gore, one of only six officers
familiar with Arctic conditions.

Little is known about Gore; his birth records, will, and expedition letters are missing, save for his service
record. His father, John Gore, had introduced him to naval life at an early age, suggesting he was
approximately thirty-five when the Franklin expedition commenced. A rare character sketch is captured in a
letter from Fitzjames to his sister-in-law, noting Gore's strength of character and artistic talents, including
well-done flute playing and drawing.

Gore’s demeanor earned him popularity among his peers, with consistent naval employment throughout his
career, a rarity during peacetime. He also had a reputation as a keen sportsman and an affectionate
companion, often noted for his hunting accomplishments. Based on a solitary daguerreotype, he is depicted
as an attractive man.

In crafting this novel, many attributes of Gore were enhanced for dramatic purposes, crafting a character who
appears calm and amiable in perilous situations while also having an ambitious outlook regarding his military
standing. The book's origins trace back to a lighthearted project intended for a small audience, ultimately
resulting in a deeper understanding of the narrative's historical footnotes.

Kaliane Bradley
London, 2024

About the Author

Kaliane Bradley is a British-Cambodian writer and editor residing in London. Her literary contributions
encompass a variety of short fiction published in notable platforms such as *Somesuch Stories*, *The
Willowherb Review*, *Electric Literature*, *Catapult*, and *Extra Teeth*, among others. Her recognized
talent led her to win the prestigious 2022 Harper’s Bazaar Short Story Prize and the 2022 V. S. Pritchett
Short Story Prize.

Kaliane has made her mark in the literary world through distinctive storytelling that resonates with a diverse
audience. She engages with themes that reflect complex cultural identities, drawing from her British-
Cambodian heritage. This multicultural backdrop informs her writing style, allowing her to navigate various
narrative forms and explore the intricacies of human experiences.

In addition to her writing achievements, Kaliane actively shares her insights and engages with readers
through social media, specifically on Twitter under the handle @Ka_bradley. Her online presence provides a
platform for discussions surrounding her work and broader literary topics.

Various links allow readers and admirers to connect with her work further. The official website for Avid
Reader Press encourages exploration of her publications, while Simon & Schuster features a dedicated author
page, showcasing more about her literary journey and available works.

Through her contributions to contemporary literature, Kaliane Bradley exemplifies a voice that is both
innovative and reflective, paving the way for future storytelling from underrepresented narratives. Her
accolades and published stories attest to her growing influence as an author who invites readers into her
uniquely crafted worlds. As she continues to evolve, Kaliane promises to deliver more thought-provoking
content that highlights the richness of her experiences and creativity.
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