
The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue

If you're looking for a deeply emotional and beautifully written story that explores themes of identity, love,
and the passage of time, The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue by V.E. Schwab is a must-read. The novel
follows Addie, a woman who makes a Faustian bargain to live forever, but in return, is forgotten by everyone
she meets. As she navigates centuries of isolation, Addie grapples with the consequences of her immortality,
finding fleeting moments of connection and, ultimately, a sense of purpose in her seemingly cursed
existence. Schwab's lyrical prose, richly developed characters, and exploration of what it means to be
remembered and to leave a legacy make this book a poignant meditation on life and the human desire to be
seen. If you love stories that blend fantasy with deep emotional resonance, this one will stay with you long
after you turn the last page.

Epigraph

In the waning light of July 29, 1714, in Villon-sur-Sarthe, France, a girl named Adeline flees desperately
towards the safety of the woods, casting aside the celebration of a distant wedding. Her flight cuts through
the pastoral beauty of the countryside at sunset, transforming the idyllic scene into a tableau of fear and
urgency. The air behind her crackles with the unseen threat of pursuit, not by torch-bearing mobs, but by
something far more insidious and undefined. Echoing across the fields, the calls for "Adeline" serve only to
hasten her steps, propelling her further into the unknown.

The narrative encapsulates a moment of profound transformation and foreboding, underscored by the
imagery of falling white flowers from Adeline's hair, likened to a scattering of stars or a celestial map
charting her inevitable fate. These flowers, and the constellation of freckles marking Adeline's face,
symbolize the promises made by Estele Magritte—a figure from her past who spoke of love, life, and divine
watchfulness. Yet, as Adeline runs, these symbols mock her with the reality of unreached potentials and
unfulfilled destiny. The seven freckles, representing loves never experienced, lives never lived, and gods
never met, stand as bitter testaments to the gap between prophecy and reality.

Estele Magritte's opening words cast a shadow over Adeline's flight, evoking ancient and capricious deities
whose benevolence cannot be assumed. The old gods, characterized by their mercurial nature, offer a stark
warning against reckless appeals to the divine, especially those made in darkness. This backdrop of celestial
indifference and archaic wisdom sets the stage for Adeline's plight, weaving a palpable tension between
mortal desperation and the unfathomable decrees of the divine.

Adeline's refusal to look back, to acknowledge the life she's leaving behind, underscores a decisive break
from the past. Her journey is not just a physical escape but a metaphysical leap into the uncertain embrace of
the night and the woods, away from the predefined paths and into a realm where only shadows and gods
tread. This moment encapsulates a universal theme of human endeavor—the relentless pursuit of agency in
the face of destiny's immutable flow.

Part One: The Gods That Answer After Dark
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Chapter I



In 18th century Paris, Addie LaRue navigates the constraints of her gender by dressing as a man, achieving
an illusion of freedom in a society where women are confined and restricted. Disguised, she moves
unnoticed, something she could never do as her true female self, pondering how she traded her soul for an
eternal life that seems interminably bound not just by the devilish deal she made but by the limitations of her
sex. She has managed to evade her dark counterpart, Luc, for four years, each year marked by the passage of
seasons and the longing for something more than the fleeting moments of autonomy she carves out in her
unique existence.

On this particular evening, as she prepares to celebrate her precarious freedom with a picnic at Sacré Coeur,
her solitary celebration is interrupted by an accidental encounter with a young man named Remy Laurent.
This chance meeting transitions into an unexpected engagement, with Remy swiftly seeing through her
disguise. However, instead of revealing her, Remy becomes an accomplice to her masquerade, introducing
her to the delights of a Parisian café and the bitter taste of coffee, a trendy commodity she has never before
experienced.

Their conversation flows effortlessly, touching on elements of identity, gender roles, and the expansive void
between the opportunities afforded to men and those withheld from women. Addie, now under the guise of
"Thomas," finds in Remy a kindred spirit, albeit one blissfully unaware of the true nature of her curse. Remy,
a young intellectual from Rennes drawn to Paris by its reputation as a cultural and intellectual epicenter,
shares his dreams and disappointments with Addie, inadvertently highlighting the stark contrast between
their realities. His passion for literature exposes Addie's own limitations, her illiteracy a stark reminder of the
era's gender inequities and her personal sacrifices.

Their fleeting camaraderie is punctuated by the appearance of Monsieur Voltaire at the café, a moment that
stirs in Remy a mixture of awe and inspiration, and in Addie, a sense of alienation from the world of men and
their pursuits. Yet, despite her inability to partake fully in this world, Addie finds moments of connection
with Remy, a reminder of the life and possibilities that lie just beyond her reach. Through this encounter,
Addie grapples with the transient nature of freedom and the yearning for a more substantive existence,
reflecting on her eternal quest for a place in the world, a quest haunted by the specter of her pact and the
looming shadow of Luc.

Chapter II

Henry, struggling with a tumultuous internal storm heightened by alcohol and pills provided by his sister
Muriel, finds himself on the stoop of his apartment building in Brooklyn, unable to ascend the stairs that lead
to a life he feels disconnected from. Amidst the downpour, thoughts of despair swirl in his head until he's
interrupted by the unexpected presence of a man who, despite the relentless rain, remains mysteriously dry.
This stranger, exuding an aura of elegance and otherworldliness with his slick charcoal suit and indifference
to the elements, lights a cigarette, sparking a conversation that veers into the philosophical with a simple yet
probing question, "Bad night."

The man's appearance, initially mistaken by Henry for his brother David due to their similar physical traits,
quickly unravels that illusion, revealing a sharp departure in demeanor. As the conversation unfolds, Henry is
compelled to share his deepest yearning—to be happy—an aspiration the stranger coolly dismisses as
unattainable through external means. This exchange strips down Henry’s layers of frustration, exposing a raw
longing for acceptance and love, conflicted by societal expectations and personal disillusionment.

The stranger, then engaging more intimately, forces Henry to confront his pain and desire for love, hinting at
a cost not monetarily defined but deeply personal. Through poetic dialogues interwoven with references to
epic tales and mythologies, the stranger positions himself as a catalyst for transformation, a being capable of



nurturing human potential to its fullest extent. His proposition, enigmatic yet clear, challenges Henry to
reevaluate his perceptions of love, value, and sacrifice.

As the man's identity slowly unveils through veiled references to grand narratives and the notion of bartering
one's essence for fulfilment, Henry is left pondering the real cost of his desires. The stranger’s cryptic
finale—"The one thing every human has to give"—leaves a lingering question of what Henry is willing to
trade for the promise of love and transcendence, setting the stage for a profound journey into the exploration
of personal demons and the pursuit of happiness beyond the conventional bounds.

In this interaction, Henry faces not just a mysterious figure but the embodiment of his deepest fears and
desires, blurring the lines between the supernatural and the painfully human. The conversation serves as a
turning point, a moment of clarity in the muddled existence Henry navigates, edged with the tantalizing
possibility that pain, when embraced, can be a gateway to transformation.

Chapter IX

In 18th century Paris, Addie engages in a bold act of independence by sitting alone in the Tuileries, drawing
attention and indulging in the freedom it represents despite societal norms. Her intention is to encounter
Madame Geoffrin, a well-known salonnière, to secure an invitation to her salon. Addie strategically
orchestrates a meet-cute by bumping into Geoffrin and dropping her book, "Pensées Philosophiques" by
Diderot, sparking a conversation that showcases Addie's wit and intellect. Claiming to be Marie Christine La
Trémoille, she impresses Geoffrin and receives an invitation to the salon, a gathering of intellectuals and
artists, under the guise of being from a noble family.

Inside Geoffrin's salon, Addie navigates the social landscape, engaging with guests and enjoying the
exchange of ideas, reveling in the environment where women can participate in intellectual discourse.
However, her enjoyment is short-lived as Luc, a sinister figure from her past, arrives and accuses her of being
a thief and swindler, wearing one of Geoffrin's gowns as proof. The accusation turns the salon against her,
transforming her strategic entrance into a hasty retreat, illustrating Addie's precarious situation as a woman
seeking autonomy and intellectual fulfillment in a society that scrutinizes and limits her every move.

This chapter highlights the constraints placed on women in the 18th century, with Addie's actions challenging
societal norms and seeking spaces where she can express her intellectual curiosity and desire for freedom,
despite the risks involved. The appearance of Luc introduces a personal adversary, complicating Addie's
quest for independence and intellectual engagement.

Chapter I

In the hushed aftermath of a rainy night in New York City on September 5, 2014, a young man awakens
alone, grappling with the remnants of an unsettling dream and the tangible absence of Addie, the girl he
loves. The world outside is reborn under the bright September sun, starkly contrasting the somber realization
that dawns on him; Addie is not just missing from their bed but from his life. His apartment, once cohabited
by memories and the whisper of shared moments, now echoes with the solitude of his existence.

Compelled by a mixture of hope and desperation, he calls out for her, searching through the emptiness of
their shared spaces - the bedroom, the kitchen, the fire escape - each corner a testament to her disappearance.
The stark reality hits him in waves; the night before wasn't just an ending but the severance of their
intertwined lives. Memories cascade through him, of a promise made under the dim glow of the rooftop,
bound by the magic of a moment that marked the final chapter of their shared story.



In search of something tangible to cling to, something to prove that Addie was more than a figment of his
imagination, he finds the journals. They are relics of their love, a mosaic of memories encapsulated in words
- his words that narrate her story, safeguarding their experiences from the erasure time often brings. Amidst
the collection falls a Polaroid, Addie captured as a fleeting ghost, her essence blurred and elusive, a poignant
reminder of the impermanence of their bond.

With trepidation, he approaches the journals, half-expecting to find blank pages, as if Addie’s disappearance
might extend to the obliteration of their recorded history. Yet, the pages hold firm, the ink steadfastly
recounting their saga through his script. The entries speak of Addie’s desires, her fears, and her dreams - a
testament to a woman who longed to etch her existence in the fabric of the world, to live fully before the
inevitable end. Through these pages, he confronts the paradox of their connection; though she is gone, her
spirit persists within the narratives he penned, a morose yet beautiful homage to a love that transcends the
confines of reality and memory.

Part Three: Three Hundred Years—and Three Words
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Chapter V

roof, he decides to climb onto the ledge, and when the storm gets too loud, he decides it's quiet up here. It's
quiet until it isn't, because people start to notice him up there, a silhouette against the city’s skyline, and they
start to shout from the ground below. Some plead with him to come down, others threaten, but they all seem
so far away, their voices drowned by the storm inside him.

He doesn’t remember stepping off, but he remembers the fall. He remembers the wind, the rain against his
face, the freedom in the descent. And then, nothing.

He wakes up in a hospital, not dead, but not quite alive, either. Surrounded by the sterile white walls, he
wonders why he jumped and why he's still here. His friends and family visit, their faces a mix of relief and
despair, but the storm in his brain doesn't cease. It rages on, even as they speak words meant to soothe. He
laughs when the doctors talk about the 'miracle' of his survival, the improbability of his lack of serious injury.
He doesn't feel like a miracle. He feels like a cautionary tale, a punchline to a cruel joke the universe is
playing on him.

Recovery is slow, hindered by his own reluctance. Physical therapy sessions blend together, punctuated by
the endless intake of pills that promise to calm the storm but only manage to turn down its volume. He's told
he should be grateful, that he’s been given a second chance, but gratitude is as elusive as sunlight during a
storm.

As he stares out the window of his hospital room, watching the city move below him, he realizes that the
jump changed nothing. His heart is still broken, his brain still stormed, but now, there's a new understanding
in his silence. The fall didn’t quiet the storm; it only showed him that surviving the jump was the easy part.
Surviving everything that comes after, that’s where the real challenge lies.

Chapter XVII



On New Year's Eve 2013 in New York City, amidst a tumultuous party in a Bed-Stuy apartment known as
the Castle, Henry finds himself in a moment of deep introspection and desire for genuine connection. The
crowded, raucous scene, filled with superficial interactions and fleeting moments of closeness, propels him
outside to the frigid solitude of a fire escape. There, the cold air and quiet of the night offer Henry a brief
respite from the chaos inside and a chance to reflect on his relationships and self-perception.

Tangled in an aimless encounter with a guy named Mark (or Max or Malcolm), Henry quickly realizes the
hollowness of their interaction. His request for the stranger to stop advances not because of disinterest but
from a deeper, unarticulated yearning for authenticity and meaning in connections with others. Robbie,
Henry's host and a part of his trio of friends including Bea, momentarily disrupts their encounter, casting an
unspoken tension over their friendship.

Fleeing from the noise and intensity of the party to the fire escape, Henry is joined by Bea, his close friend,
who climbs out to sit with him in the cold. Their conversation unfolds layers of their relationship, revealing
Robbie’s unreciprocated feelings for Henry and Bea's affirmations of Henry's worth, which Henry finds hard
to accept due to his own insecurities. Despite her kind words, Henry senses a disconnect between who he is
and how Bea perceives him, illustrating his struggle with self-identity and acceptance.

As they discuss the exchange of one's soul for the abstract notion of happiness or love, Henry's admission of
his deepest desire—to be loved—highlights his inner conflict and the realization that love, if not freely given,
lacks authenticity. Bea's attempt to rejoin the party and her decision to stay when Henry doesn't follow
underscores their bond. Yet, as the new year arrives with celebrations and an obligatory kiss from Bea, Henry
is left questioning his choices, underscored by a poignant regret for what the night has revealed and altered.

In this chapter, the themes of loneliness, self-discovery, and the human need for real connection resonate
against the backdrop of a city that never sleeps. Henry grapples with his longing for meaningful
relationships, the perception of others versus his self-image, and the elusive nature of happiness and love—a
reflection of youthful yearning and existential doubt amidst the ephemeral excitement of New Year's Eve in
New York City.

Chapter II

Brooklyn, New York, March 13, 2015. Henry Strauss faces a moment of reckoning as he shows Bea, a close
confidant, the final page of his manuscript, "The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue." Bea expresses her shock
and disbelief at the abrupt ending, questioning the fate of the protagonist, Addie, and her decision regarding
Luc, the enigmatic figure in her life. Henry admits he's uncertain about Addie's outcome, revealing his
struggles over the past six months to weave the narrative from numerous notebooks into a cohesive draft.
Despite numerous attempts at crafting various endings, he acknowledges that any conclusion beyond their
shared last moment would stray from Addie’s reality into fiction.

As Bea half-jokingly accuses him of embracing method acting to preserve the story's authenticity, Henry
faces the internal conflict of wanting to share the truth with her—that Addie's story, as improbable as it
seems, is real. He imagines that Bea and Addie would have been friends, recognizing a similarity in spirit and
defiance. Yet, he chooses to keep the truth shielded, allowing Bea to perceive it as a compelling tale of
fiction.

Expressing her approval, Bea highlights the manuscript's brilliance, urging Henry to acknowledge her in his
acknowledgments, connecting the story to her thesis on the peculiar, ghostly girl in various artworks. Henry's
interaction with the manuscript brings a mix of relief and sorrow; while he's glad to complete the narrative,
he is haunted by the fading memories of Addie—the minutiae of her existence beginning to slip away despite
his desperate attempts to cling to them.



Henry's reflection on his endeavor to retain Addie's essence—the visual and emotional remnants of their time
together—portrays his battle against the inevitable erosion of memory and the pain of letting go. His story
culminates in a poignant acknowledgment of the transient nature of human connections and the indelible
mark they leave on our lives.

Chapter V

Henry wakes in his New York City apartment on September 5, 2013, to the discomfort of a hangover and the
painful memory of his girlfriend Tabitha rejecting him. The night before had ended in a mix of reality and
hallucination, involving heavy drinking, a mysterious stranger offering a conversation that seems too surreal
to have occurred, and finding himself with cuts on his hands and a peculiar watch on his wrist—one he has
never seen before, inscribed with "Live well." The watch, intriguing yet disturbing, serves as a confusing
memento of a night he struggles to piece together.

As Henry navigates his morning, the echoes of his encounter the previous night bleed into the ordinary
elements of his life, casting a surreal hue over everything from the mundane to the personal. His sister Muriel
visits unexpectedly, offering an odd reassurance despite Henry's disheveled state, further blurring the lines
between his reality and the remnants of his dream-like memories. Muriel's visit, coupled with his complex
feelings about his breakup with Tabitha, leaves Henry lost in thought, pondering the stages of grief and the
emptiness that follows love.

Henry's day continues to weave between the familiar and the surreal. A visit to a local coffee shop adds an
unexpected connection with Vanessa, a barista who suddenly shows interest in him—a break from their
usual, impersonal interactions. This moment of unexpected attention is mirrored later when Henry, running
The Last Word bookstore, finds his recommendations unexpectedly well-received, and interactions with
customers veer toward the unusually positive, culminating in a series of encounters that seem to validate his
presence in a world where he usually feels invisible.

The narrative intensifies the sense of disorientation as even close friends like Robbie and Bea display
behavior that straddles the line between genuine concern and a kind of heightened, surreal engagement with
Henry's emotional state. Robbie's unexpected visit and embrace, Bea's venting session about her academic
frustrations, and their collective moment of camaraderie in the bookstore underscore a day that oscillates
between the painfully real and the eerily unreal.

Through Henry's experiences, the chapter paints a vivid picture of a man grappling with heartbreak,
introspection, and the odd intersections of life that seem too coincidental to be mere chance. His interactions
throughout the day suggest a world suddenly infused with meaning and connection at a time when he feels
most adrift, highlighting the profound complexities of navigating love, loss, and the quest for self-
understanding amidst the backdrop of a city that never stops moving.

Part Four: The Man Who Stayed Dry in the Rain

I'm ready to help summarize the chapter for you. Please upload the chapter, and I'll read it and provide a
summary according to your requirements.
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Victoria "V. E." Schwab is a prolific author, crowned with the honor of being a #1 New York Times
bestseller. Her literary arsenal spans over a dozen books, marking her territory in the fantastical realms with
the acclaimed Shades of Magic series, the gripping Villains series, and the thought-provoking Monsters of
Verity duology. Beyond the shelves, Schwab's work has transcended into the prestigious columns of The
New York Times, Entertainment Weekly, and The Washington Post, asserting a wide critical acclaim. Her
narrative craft isn't confined to the English language alone; it has vaulted over linguistic barriers, finding a
home in more than a dozen languages, amplifying her reach across the globe. The cinematic and television
industries have taken note, optioning her stories for adaptation, indicating her influence extends far beyond
the written word.

Schwab's life is as enchanting as her novels. Not bound to one locale, she finds solace in the romantic streets
of Paris and the rugged hillsides of England, drawing inspiration from the world she wanders. Edinburgh,
Scotland, claims her as one of its own, offering her a haven amidst its historic charm. There, in the cozy
corners of a coffee shop, Schwab embarks on her literary quests, weaving tales of monsters born from the
depths of her imagination. For those enchanted by her storytelling, Schwab extends an invitation to engage
further through social media platforms like Twitter and Instagram or her website, which also hosts a portal
for email updates, ensuring her readers are never too far from the next adventure.

Acknowledgments

The acknowledgments section of this book reveals the author's complex relationship with storytelling and the
exhaustive process of bringing a narrative to life. The author shares a candid glimpse into their personal
struggles, including the fear of forgetting those who have supported them along the way. Amidst these
challenges, they highlight the integral role of their support system, particularly emphasizing their father's
contribution, who was a sounding board for the initial brainstorming sessions that took place during walks in
East Nashville. This passage underscores the author's apprehension towards the formal act of
acknowledgment, driven by a fear of omission caused by a self-admitted poor memory linked to their
immersion in the world of books. The author’s reflection on this process is tinged with irony, especially
given the thematic focus of the book on memory and its frailties. They confess that writing serves as a means
to capture fleeting ideas before they escape, an activity that paradoxically both contributes to and mitigates
their forgetfulness. The author's ambivalence towards acknowledgments, their struggle with memory, and the
key support provided by their father, all serve to preface the narrative that follows, providing a glimpse into
the personal challenges and influences that have shaped the creation of the book.

Chapter XI

New York City, on a day marked by the ordinary turning profound, witnessed a moment between Addie and
Henry Strauss that distilled centuries of existence into a morning. Waking to Henry's tender kisses, a gesture
delicately fostering connection, Addie momentarily sheds the whispers of loneliness sowed by a dark entity
that has long claimed dominion over her soul. Henry, unknowingly, embodies a respite from her endless
cycle of forgotten interactions, his presence a balm against the curse that renders her invisible in memory to
all she encounters.

Their day begins with a simple venture to a local shop for breakfast, a mundane act that becomes a
battleground for Addie's deepest fears. The unexpected appearance of Robbie, Henry's friend, unravels the
fragile veil of normalcy Addie clung to. Robbie's failure to recognize her, despite past interactions, forces a
confrontation that Addie had long dreaded, revealing the precarious nature of her reality—a reality where
being seen and remembered by Henry feels both a miraculous exception and a vulnerability.



The ensuing confusion and tension between Robbie and Henry underlines the precarious balance Addie has
maintained, a balance shattered by the mere presence of another who anchors Henry to a world where Addie
cannot exist undetected. This moment encapsulates the inherent tragedy of Addie's existence: the inevitability
of her situation coming to light, the impossibility of hiding in plain sight when entangled in the lives of
others.

Compelled by a mix of despair and desperation, Addie chooses to unveil her truth to Henry, stepping into the
uncharted territory of vulnerability. Her confession, equating her curse to a form of selective amnesia where
she is universally forgotten, challenges the boundaries of belief and understanding. In likening her curse to
face blindness, she attempts to bridge the gulf between their realities, risking the fragile connection they've
built on the hope that he might grasp the magnitude of her truth.

Addie's revelation, framing her existence as a curse of eternal forgetfulness, lays bare the core of her torment:
a life untouched by time yet perpetually erased from the memories of those she meets. Her decision to
confide in Henry, despite the risks, signifies a pivotal moment of trust and desperation, a plea for recognition
from someone whose memory of her defies the curse that has defined her existence. In this candid moment,
Addie confronts the paradox of her desire to be remembered and the inevitable revelation of her curse,
encapsulating the poignant struggle for identity and connection in a transient world.

Chapter XVII

In the quiet embrace of an ordinary day in New York City on September 4, 2014, Henry and Addie linger in
bed, wrapped in the intimacy of shared moments and whispered names. As morning turns to afternoon, they
resist the forward march of time, basking in a cocoon of stories and memories, a treasure trove of experiences
that Henry will never document. Each story Addie shares, from fairy pools on the Isle of Skye to swimming
in crystal-clear waters, is a testament to a life lived beyond the ordinary, a narrative of unseen wonders and
forgotten days.

Henry, consumed by a fear of the inevitable, grapples with the fragility of their time together. The act of
getting up, the simple motion of continuing with the day, feels like a surrender to the relentless pace of time.
Yet, there's a recognition of life's persistent march, an acknowledgment of the transient nature of their
happiness. Despite his reluctance, Henry's physical hunger signals a return to the mundane, a reminder that
even in the face of profound connection, life's basic needs persist.

Addie, ever the beacon of light against Henry's storm of anxiety, gently leads him back into the world. Her
tales fill the air as she cooks, a final gesture of giving, a sharing of moments that Henry will carry with him.
As they step outside, the reality of time's passage becomes palpable. The day's simplicity is overshadowed by
a sense of urgency, a realization that time is always a step ahead, leaving them with moments that are always
just shy of enough.

Yet, in the face of this relentless pursuit, Addie offers a perspective filled with both wisdom and resignation.
Living three hundred years, she suggests, is not so different from living a single day; it is about embracing
each second as it comes. This philosophy of presence, of living moment to moment, encapsulates the essence
of their day together—a realization that life, whether measured in centuries or seconds, is about the
continuous accumulation of nows, a series of present moments stitched together by memory and experience.

Chapter XII

In Williamsburg, New York City, on June 13, 2014, Addie and Henry walk arm in arm to the Knitting
Factory, a vibrant concert venue, to celebrate Henry's birthday—an occasion that brings a hint of sadness due



to Addie's unacknowledged past birthday. The celebration holds a semblance of normalcy with friends
Robbie and Bea, yet it's punctured by an unescapable cycle of forgetfulness for Addie, as individuals
constantly fail to remember her despite previous encounters. This peculiar dilemma wears on her, a slow
erosion of her presence in others' memories, a situation she endures but never truly makes peace with.

The encounter at the Knitting Factory escalates when Toby Marsh, a musician deeply entwined in Addie's
complex past, performs a hauntingly personal song. The lyrics echo a profound connection between him and
Addie, bringing her to an emotional brink. The confluence of past and present overwhelms Addie, leading
her to flee the venue despite the potential repercussions of resetting her introduction to Henry's friends—a
cycle she's grown weary yet accustomed to.

This chapter weaves a tale of melancholy and nostalgia, where Addie's interactions are shadowed by a curse
that condemns her to be forgotten by everyone she meets. The night at the Knitting Factory highlights the
perpetual struggle of her existence—balancing the yearning for normalcy with the reality of her
condition—and marks a poignant moment where her invisible world collides with the visible, manifesting in
Toby’s song. Her departure from the venue is not just an escape from an uncomfortable situation but a
deeper, more painful withdrawal from a moment of acute vulnerability and exposure.

As Henry inquires about her past with Toby, Addie contemplates the complexities of her feelings and the
burden of never achieving closure with those she connects with. The chapter eloquently captures the essence
of Addie's eternal struggle with memory, identity, and the search for meaning within the confines of her
unique curse. Her journey is one of internal conflict, facing the constant challenge of moving forward while
being eternally anchored to the past.

Chapter V

In the spring of 1707, in Villon-sur-Sarthe, France, sixteen-year-old Adeline views herself not as a fleeting
beauty destined for domesticity like her peers, but rather aspires to the solitary grandeur of a tree, resisting
societal pressures to marry and settle. Preferring to embrace her independence, she finds solace by the river,
amidst household chores, where she indulges in her passion for drawing with her treasured sketchbook
hidden among the linens. This sketchbook, filled over the years, captures the essence of Villon and its
inhabitants, but most notably, harbors Adeline’s imaginings of a stranger, a figment born out of longing for
something beyond her provincial life.

Adeline's character is revealed through her routine interactions with nature and her secret practice of art,
symbolizing her yearning for freedom and her resistance to conformity. Her drawings serve as a private
rebellion against the expected trajectory of women in her time, illustrating not only the detailed beauty of her
surroundings but also giving life to a dreamed companion who embodies the qualities lacking in her real-life
suitors. This stranger, assembled from fragments of ideal traits, becomes a constant presence in her life, a
symbol of her desires and aspirations.

Rather than succumbing to the advances of local men, George Caron and Arnaud Tulle, Adeline’s prayers
and sacrifices to both the new and old gods seemingly steer her fate, allowing her to evade unwanted
attachment. Her faith and acts of offerings beside the river reflect her internal conflict and desire for
autonomy, positioning her between the tangible and the spiritual, the real and the imagined.

As Adeline sketches, she immerses herself in fantasies about her stranger, dreaming of landscapes and
adventures far removed from her reality. These fantasies are not only escapes but also a manifestation of her
deep-seated wish to explore the world beyond Villon. Through her art, she constructs scenarios where her
stranger shares stories of exotic places and creatures such as tigers, allowing Adeline to vicariously
experience the freedom and adventure she craves while remaining bound to her provincial life.



This chapter of Adeline’s life in Villon-sur-Sarthe eloquently contrasts the circumscribed roles available to
women of her time with her personal quest for independence and self-expression through her secret art and
imagined love, revealing her resistance to societal norms and her longing for a life unbounded by the
confines of her immediate reality.

Chapter XIII

Villon-sur-Sarthe, July 30, 1714, sows the seeds of a twisted narrative with Adeline waking up to a new
harsh reality—she has been forgotten, utterly erased from the memories of those she holds dear. Disoriented
and engulfed by the remnants of a night traversed through brambles of fear and desperation, she finds herself
unrecognized by Isabelle, a figure emblematic of a past intertwined with warmth and camaraderie. Isabelle's
puzzlement at Adeline's presence, despite her claims of belonging to Villon all her life, weaves a tapestry of
confusion and loss, marking the beginning of a haunting journey of rediscovery.

Amidst mutual bewilderment, Isabelle extends a hand of wary kindness, dressing wounds unseen and
offering succor to a soul marred by an inexplicable curse—a name swallowed by silence, an identity rendered
invisible. This curse's genesis trails back to a clandestine pact, its terms lost to Adeline herself, leaving
behind a shell wandering in search of a place to belong. Every attempt to anchor herself through the
recounting of her own story fails, slipping through the cracks of reality like water, leaving no ripple behind.

The return of Isabelle's husband, George, casts a shadow of dread over a fleeting refuge, prompting a hasty
retreat from an ephemeral haven. Adeline flees, only to be drawn inexorably back to the familiar yet
unclaimable embrace of her childhood home. This endeavor to reclaim a semblance of her past self through
esoteric symbols—shoes, a dress, and a stick—proves futile as well, echoing her curse’s persistence. Her
interaction with Isabelle's son, Henri, and the subsequent denial of their shared history highlights the cyclical
cruelty of her fate, where beginnings perpetually fold into distraught endings.

Confronted by the unyielding passage of time and the erasure of her very essence, Adeline resolves to
relinquish the anchors tying her to a semblance of normalcy. She elects solitude over the Sisyphean torment
of forlorn hopes for recognition or remembrance. The story of Adeline, thus, transforms into a soul-chilling
expedition through the annals of a life condemned to the ephemeral, wrestling with the existential quandary
of an individual existing merely as an echo, devoid of attachment, identity, or legacy. Her final, futile attempt
to communicate with her father through a letter that would never bear her words symbolizes the ultimate
severance from humanity, leaving her adrift in the vast expanse of forgotten realms.

Chapter I

In this chapter set in New York City on March 12, 2014, Henry Strauss experiences a day filled with routine,
yet deeply personal moments that illustrate his connection to the surrounding people and place. The scene
opens in The Last Word, a quaint yet iconic bookstore where Henry, despite holding a degree in theology,
works and finds solace among the books and the shop’s aged cat, Book. His interactions with Bea, a close
friend who challenges his reluctance to move forward romantically, and the brief encounter with Emily, a
customer showing interest in him, underscore his stagnation in the personal aspect of his life, preferring the
familiar comfort of his current world.

Henry's attachment to the bookstore and its significance in his life is profound. It’s described as the one
aspect of his life he hasn't failed, expressing love not just for the tangible elements, like the smell and weight
of books, but for the continuance it provides in a city that always reads. This affection towards The Last
Word contrasts sharply with his uncertainty concerning his own life path, highlighted by the echo of his
brother David’s and father’s voices questioning his life choices.



The narrative takes us through Henry’s evening plans to attend a theater show featuring Robbie, a figure from
Henry’s past, which brings to the surface unresolved feelings and memories. Bea and Henry’s dynamic is
further explored, showing a deep but platonic bond, their dialogues touching on loss, change, and the passage
of time without altering their set agreements on avoiding certain painful topics.

At Robbie’s show, a depiction of gods, Henry is drawn into the spectacle, losing himself in the performance
until a scene involving Robbie strikes a personal chord, leading to an emotional and physical response that
hints at deeper, pain-filled memories associated with a scar on his palm.

Post-show interactions with Robbie and others at the after-party reveal Henry’s ongoing struggle to reconcile
his past with his present, his desires for connection battling with lingering sorrow and loss. The moment with
the fae-like actress, whose invitation to drink leads to a blurring of reality for Henry, underscores his
vulnerability and the intensity of his internal storms – metaphorical depressions that he tries to weather as
they come.

This narrative is a portrait of a young man caught between the comfort of the familiar and the pain of his
past, exploring themes of love, friendship, and the pursuit of purpose in the backdrop of New York’s vibrant
cultural scene.

Chapter III

Chapter III begins with Henry questioning Addie's unexpected skill at pinball during a lively evening out.
Addie, having never played the game before, astonishes herself and Henry with her high score, a victory
marred only by a curious glitch with the machine that won't accept her name correctly, leaving only the
letters "ADI" to glow on the screen. This moment, simple yet significant, marks a rare occasion where Addie
leaves a tangible trace of her existence.

The night progresses with the two diving deeper into the city's nightlife, sharing a spontaneous and
adventurous spirit. Addie, resourceful and unbound by conventional moral constraints, secures funds through
a subtle theft, suggesting a life led on the fringes. Their journey leads them to the Nitehawk Cinema, a place
Addie cherishes among the many she's experienced in her extensive, implied immortal existence. Here, they
engage in a typical date activity, watching "North by Northwest", which Henry claims never to have seen.
The cinema experience is marred by an odd tension; Henry seems disturbed, his discomfort growing until he
abruptly leaves the theater.

Outside, Henry reveals his existential anxiety, a profound fear of time slipping away unfulfilled, a sentiment
Addie seems to understand deeply. This moment, possibly hinting at her own complex history with time,
suggests her immortality. The chapter delves into themes of connection, memory, and the human struggle
against the inexorable flow of time. Henry's sudden vulnerability and Addie's empathetic response hint at
deeper layers of their characters, ones that transcends a simple tale of a magical night out. It ends on a note of
shared, if disparate, longing—for moments that stick, for time that doesn’t race by, and for a grip on life that
feels ever elusive.

Chapter XI

New York City on a brisk March day provides the distinct setting where Addie encounters a moment of
spontaneous joy with a dog in the park, symbolizing the unpredictable warmth of early spring. Her day
unfurls with a series of interactions and observations that draw a vivid picture of city life, from giving back
to a street musician to the clever maneuvering within a movie theater to enjoy the transient escape movies
offer. Addie's knack for blending into the everyday with ease, her appreciation for the simple pleasures of



life, including the immersive experience of cinema, and the subtle art of human connection, paint her as a
character deeply woven into the fabric of her environment yet distinctly apart due to her unique
circumstances.

The chapter weaves through Addie's journey across the city with an effortless blend of ordinary activities
tinged with the slight magic of her existence. From enjoying the charm of a free movie and popcorn to the
simple exchange with Fred, the local bookseller, each interaction highlights her ability to navigate the world
with a blend of subtlety and directness. The narrative encapsulates a day in the life of Addie, filled with
fleeting connections, quiet observations, and the pursuit of moments that offer solace from the isolation she
often faces. Her interactions, characterized by both the depth of historical context and the immediacy of
fleeting moments, reveal a layered existence where time seems both an endless companion and a fleeting
adversary.

The story subtly transitions into the evening, where Addie's visit to the Alloway bar adds layers to her
character through the social dance of conversation, the choice of drink, and the anticipation of Toby’s
performance. The music becomes a medium through which Addie connects with her past while firmly
anchored in the present, highlighting her longing for connection and the bittersweet nature of her interactions.
The chapter concludes with a poignant blend of music, memory, and the acknowledgment of a shared
creation that exists beyond the immediate recognition of its creators. Through Addie's experiences, the
narrative captures the essence of human connection, creativity, and the pursuit of moments that provide a
sense of belonging and identity against the backdrop of the bustling, indifferent rhythm of city life.

Chapter III

In a dimly lit London bookstore on a cold February evening in 2016, with snow forecasted, the narrative
unfolds around a woman discreetly observing the bustling activity as the store prepares to close. This
intimate setting serves as the backdrop for a tender exploration of memory, identity, and the indelible mark of
stories on our lives. Among the shelves, a conversation between teenage clerks about a mysterious new book,
"The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue," catches her attention, especially when an older man requests a copy,
pronouncing the title with an uncanny familiarity.

The woman, deeply connected to the book, reflects on its contents—a story without a declared author but
unmistakably hers, detailed in a narrative that intertwines her life with Henry Strauss. The book becomes a
tangible representation of her existence, its dedication, "I remember you," evoking a flood of memories with
Henry. These recollections highlight moments of profound connection, from their first encounter to final
goodbyes, each scene painting a picture of a relationship that transcends time and the confines of an ordinary
life.

As she immerses herself in the book, reliving her past winters in Paris, the sudden presence of Luc, a figure
from her past, introduces a complex layer of love, possession, and the eternal struggle for autonomy. Luc’s
appearance, marked by a possessive intimacy, contrasts the liberating narrative she finds in her book. His
claiming of her, juxtaposed against the independence her story represents, underscores the central conflict:
the search for self amidst the constraints of relationships that define and sometimes confine us.

This chapter masterfully weaves a narrative that blurs the lines between past and present, fiction and reality,
exploring the power of memory and the enduring impact of our stories. The contrast between Addie's
poignant, reflective discoveries through the book and her confrontation with Luc encapsulates a timeless
struggle for identity, acknowledgment, and the desire to be seen and remembered on one's own terms.

Chapter II



New York City, on the night of March 12, 2014, finds Addie lost in the world of *The Odyssey* and in her
thoughts, walking the city streets toward the Baxter until a familiar face disrupts her evening plans. James St.
Clair, fresh from filming and radiating happiness, unknowingly prompts Addie to change her course. Rather
than a night of solitude with wine and a bath, she ventures towards the East Village, where her path crosses
with a food delivery cyclist. She steals a meal, a small act reflecting a larger resignation to the moral
compromises of her endless life. Hunger, a relentless companion, drives her not just for sustenance but as a
grounding reminder of her existence.

Her wanderings lead her to a familiar building in the Village, its green door a gateway to moments of stolen
normalcy. She retrieves a hidden key, a relic of a fleeting connection with Sam, a passionate yet transient
lover whose very nature precludes lasting intimacy. Their relationship, illustrated by vivid memories and
physical closeness, is imbued with an urgency born of Addie’s curse: the impossibility of enduring bonds. On
the rooftop, a makeshift haven against the city's ceaseless backdrop, Addie finds solitude until interrupted by
Sam's impromptu appearance with friends.

Sam, vibrant and untamed, momentarily rekindles the embers of their past intimacy with her mere presence.
Their interaction, charged with unspoken emotions and shared memories, showcases the complexity of
Addie’s relationships, forever marred by her curse to be forgotten by those she encounters. A casual
exchange of cigarettes becomes a momentary bridge to deeper connections, revealing the intimacy and
understanding shared in their former closeness. Sam's touch, likening Addie to the stars she longs to see
again, evokes a sense of deja vu, a reminder of all the moments they cannot truly share.

As the evening wanes and Sam rejoins her group, Addie is left to confront the solitude of her existence once
more. The fleeting nature of her connections with others, exemplified by Sam’s departure, underscores the
essential loneliness of her immortality. The chapter closes with Addie reflecting on the existential pain of
being forgotten, likening it to madness—a poignant meditation on identity, existence, and the human need for
recognition and remembrance.

Chapter VII

of disuse, the language will reveal itself to her again. As she flips through the pages, the tales are familiar,
echoes of her own long and winding journey, the dark woods and deeper magic that seem to parallel her life
so closely. Immersed in the stories, Addie is both lost and found within the woven tales of enchantment, of
trials and heartache, of resilience and the haunting beauty of survival. Each story a reflection, a fragment of
the vast and kaleidoscopic experiences that have marked her existence. The market recedes, the city fades,
and for a moment, she is adrift in the timeless realm of lore and legend.

As the afternoon wanes, the light shifts, golden and softening, a reminder that despite the chill, spring is
inching closer, a slow but relentless progression towards renewal. Wrapped in the cocoon of her thoughts and
the remnants of fairy tales, Addie feels a twinge of sorrow for moments lost and the solitude that envelopes
her, a shadow companion that whispers of endless days and perpetual twilight. Yet, there's beauty in the
solitude, in the gentle embrace of a world that moves around her, through her, a silent watcher bearing
witness to the ever-turning wheel of time.

Her coffee finished, the muffin a crumble of crumbs, Addie rises, stretching limbs that hold centuries,
muscles that remember the dance of time immemorial. The park beckons with the promise of fleeting
warmth, the tease of spring on the horizon, mingled with the cold bite of winter's tail. She moves through the
park like a ghost, a whisper of the breeze, unseen but deeply felt, her path a solitary one that intertwines with
the countless souls that wander the same ground, each carrying their own tales, their own ghosts.



New York City, with its vibrant chaos and constant flux, mirrors the turmoil and tumult of Addie’s eternal
wandering. The city, in its insatiable appetite for life, reflects her own relentless quest for meaning, for
moments of connection in the sea of time. As the day ebbs into evening, and the city's lights begin to pierce
the creeping dusk, Addie is a figure of contradictions, of timeless youth and ancient eyes, walking the thin
line between the visible and invisible, between the past she carries and the future she seeks.

In this chapter of Addie’s journey, New York City in March is a metaphoric landscape, a scene of transition
from the harshness of winter to the hopeful beginnings of spring. It’s a backdrop that echoes Addie's own
transitions, her own seasons of change and stasis. The visit to the market, the interaction with Mel and
Maggie, the taste of coffee that bridges worlds and memories, all serve to underscore the poignancy of her
existence, a life lived in the margins, illuminated by brief sparks of connection, of warmth, in a world that
moves relentlessly forward, indifferent to the constants like Addie. Through the mundane actions of daily
life, the chapter weaves a tapestry of the eternal and the ephemeral, the grounded reality of the city and the
ethereal realm of Addie’s endless journey.

Chapter VII

On a calm morning in New York City, Addie LaRue wakes up to the comforting sounds and smells of
breakfast being prepared by Henry, the man whose apartment she finds herself in. Unlike every other
morning in her long, cursed existence where she is forgotten by everyone she meets, Henry remembers her.
This simple yet profound change fills Addie with a mix of excitement and dread. She navigates the morning
with Henry, engaging in playful banter and savoring the normalcy of shared breakfast moments, all the while
grappling with the fear that this unexpected miracle of being remembered might just be another cruel trick of
her curse.

Throughout the chapter, Addie and Henry's interactions reveal layers of their characters and hint at deeper,
unspoken sorrows. The chapter is rich with symbolic gestures and objects, like the unique selection of mugs
that Henry offers Addie to choose from, reflecting individuality and the significance of personal choice. A
lost ring found by Henry triggers a painful reaction from Addie, hinting at its importance and its ties to her
mysterious past.

Their dialogue shifts between casual and profound, touching on themes of memory, identity, and the nature
of connections between people. Henry's apartment, cluttered with traces of hobbies and personal history,
serves as a mirror to their inner worlds—complex, somewhat disordered, but undeniably human.

As Addie prepares to leave, they make plans to meet again, a simple yet meaningful arrangement that
underscores their budding connection. However, Addie remains haunted by the curse that has defined her
life, fearing its potential to disrupt this newfound semblance of normalcy. She explores Henry's apartment,
searching for clues to understand him better, while confronting the limitations imposed by her curse on
interacting with modern technology.

The chapter closes with Addie reflecting on the artifacts of Henry's life, pondering on the nature of existence
and the artifacts people leave behind. Her exploration reveals medications and personal items that hint at
Henry's complexities and struggles, deepening the mystery of his character and his potential significance in
her life.

Addie's morning with Henry is a delicate balance of hope and caution, a dance around the possibility of a
new beginning, or perhaps another heartache in her centuries-long saga. Amidst the ordinary setting of a New
York City apartment, the chapter weaves a narrative of longing, memory, and the quest for connection that
transcends time.

Chapter XVI



In August 2014, in New York City, Henry is experiencing an unprecedented sense of peace and happiness
despite being acutely aware of his impending end. This tranquility stems from his deep connection with
Addie, a remarkable presence in his life that has transformed his perception of fear and mortality. Their
decision to escape the stifling city for the upstate's natural allure leads to an intimate journey, filled with
reflective moments and poignant recognitions of the life's impermanence. On this trip, Henry grapples with
the concept of farewell, particularly the agonizing decision to not visit his family one last time, a choice that
symbolizes his acceptance of fate and the relinquishing of unresolved goodbyes.

Amidst the serenity of their getaway, Henry and Addie indulge in simple pleasures – buying peaches,
wandering through state parks, and picnicking under the stars. These moments are tinged with introspection,
especially as Henry ponders Addie's long, tumultuous existence, marked by both profound suffering and
intense beauty. Addie’s affirmation of her life’s worth despite its trials encapsulates the complexity of human
experience – an acknowledgment of life's inherent messiness and the invaluable instances of joy amidst
sorrow.

Their return to the city does not bring an end to Henry's contemplations. A poignant evening with his friends
Bea and Robbie at the Merchant bar offers a semblance of normalcy, yet underneath lies Henry's internal
farewell, camouflaged by mundane conversations and laughter. His elaborate pretense of an out-of-town visit
serves as a covert goodbye, sparing his friends the burden of a formal farewell, thereby preserving the
naturalness of their relationship in its final moments.

Henry’s narrative is a profound reflection on life, love, and the acceptance of death. His journey with Addie,
filled with love, regret, and acceptance, against the backdrop of New York and its environs, illustrates the
complexities of human emotion and the difficult acknowledgments that come with letting go. Their story,
intertwined between moments of profound personal insight and the universal quest for meaning, encapsulates
the bittersweet symphony of life, marked by fleeting joys, enduring pains, and the inevitable farewells that
shape our existence.

Part Six: Do Not Pretend that This is Love

I'm ready to assist with summarizing the book chapters you provide. Please go ahead and upload the first
chapter you'd like me to summarize.

Chapter III

In a chapter set in New York City on March 17, 2014, we are plunged into a profound discussion between
Henry Strauss and Adeline "Addie" LaRue. Henry is grappling with the type of silence suffusing the
room—a silence burdened by the weight of his recent confessions to Addie. It's a silence he seeks to break,
driven by the tension following his acknowledgment of Addie's immortality and his own cursed existence.

Henry, in a bid to alleviate the crushing silence, recounts the journey from the corner shop to his apartment, a
journey punctuated by his continuous monologue, aimed at averting his gaze from Addie's. Once inside, the
truth he has divulged hangs between them, palpable and dense. Meanwhile, outside, the world moves on
unaffectedly, highlighting the chasm between their intimate revelation and the obliviousness of the day
outside.

Addie, seated, chin in hand, breaks the silence in response to Henry's plea, revealing her initial disbelief at
being remembered, mistaking it for a trap or an accident. She expresses astonishment at how Luc, the entity
behind her curse, mistakenly allowed their paths to intersect, thus enabling Henry to remember her—a feat



unmatched in three centuries of her existence.

As they delve deeper, it becomes clear that their respective bargains with Luc intertwine yet don't cancel each
other out. Addie clarifies that her longing isn't for Henry per se but for the recognition and memory he
represents. This revelation, that her true desire is simply to be remembered, brings them closer, initiating a
moment of shared vulnerability and connection.

Henry's attempts to lighten the mood, expressing incredulity at Addie's age and joking about her youthful
appearance, segue into a request for her to share her experiences spanning over three centuries. This request
frames the enormity of Addie's existence against the backdrop of historical progress and personal battles,
inviting the reader to ponder the depths of individual experience amidst the flow of time.

Part Five: The Shadow Who Smiled and the Girl Who Smiled Back

I'm ready to assist you. Please upload the chapter for me to read and summarize.

Chapter XIV

In New Orleans, Louisiana, on May 1, 1984, a deeply poignant and climactic scene unfolds between Addie
and Luc. Amidst the soft glow of candles and the encroaching night, Addie finds herself enveloped in Luc's
hold, a moment that feels like a bitter semblance of home and love. However, this intimacy belies a
tumultuous reality; Addie has forgotten the essential truth—that Luc, the entity she lies with, is far from
human, and their life together is built on a precarious arrangement, a subtle warfare masked in affection.

Luc's seductive whispers and the deceptive offer of freedom under new terms tempt Addie, but she remains
wary of his intentions. The concept of 'surrender' strikes her with a chilling realization. The word, once a
demand Luc ceaselessly imposed, had ceased when his strategies evolved, mistaking her for peace. The
dialogue intensifies as Addie confronts Luc about the nature of their relationship, recognizing the futility of
expecting reciprocity from the monster Luc truly is. His brief moment of vulnerability swiftly morphs into
cold acknowledgment of their never-ending game.

As the confrontation escalates, the inevitability of their clash, centuries in the making, becomes clear. Addie,
in a moment of defiance, possibly causes a fire—whether by accident or Luc's allowance is uncertain. The
ensuing blaze consumes the house, symbolizing the culmination of their struggle and the destruction of
another era in Addie's life.

This chapter portrays the tragic culmination of Addie and Luc's relationship, marked by betrayal, revelations,
and an irreversible conclusion. Their story, a testament to the complexities of love entangled with
manipulation, culminates in a dramatic confrontation leading to the physical and metaphorical burning of
bridges, leaving Addie once again amidst the ashes of her shattered expectations.

Chapter IV

In the bustling ambiance of The Last Word, nestled within New York City on a distinctive day in March
2014, Addie lounges in a corner, her eyes tracing the interactions between Henry and the patrons with a
contemplative gaze. This chapter artfully conveys the nuanced dynamics of observation and introspection,
weaving a narrative where Addie reflects on the peculiar visibility of things—or persons—once they enter
one's awareness, likened to suddenly noticing purple elephants everywhere post-mention. Henry, bound by a



peculiar deal, becomes the subject of such focused attention, captivating those around him with an effortless
charisma that Addie, despite her extensive life experiences marked by losses and transient joys, finds herself
immune to envy but sensitive to the nuances of their connection.

The chapter paints a vivid picture of their evolving relationship through small, yet symbolic moments—like
the choice to wear paint-splattered boots as mementos, or the gentle interaction as they prepare to leave the
bookstore. Their ensuing conversation, brimming with an undercurrent of search for novelty and shared
experiences, propels them towards the bustling energy of Grand Central. Here, Henry’s intent to surprise
Addie with "something new" encapsulates the heart of their dynamics: a shared quest for discovery against
the backdrop of Addie’s extensive, yet seemingly exhausted, catalogue of experiences.

The culmination of their evening adventure in the architectural marvel of Grand Central, specifically beneath
a constellation of arches, is emblematic of Henry’s desire to unveil hidden wonders within the familiar.
Addie’s skeptical compliance, followed by Henry’s mysterious guidance to listen against the wall, serves as a
poignant metaphor for their relationship and Addie's journey—a blend of skepticism, discovery, and the
pursuit of moments that transcend the ordinary, framed by the city’s iconic settings.

This chapter skillfully navigates themes of connection, discovery, and the ephemeral nature of experiences
and relationships against the timeless backdrop of New York City. It invites the reader into a reflective
exploration of how new perspectives can transform the mundane into the magical, through the interplay of
history, personal journeys, and the endless pursuit of moments that linger in memory, much like the indelible
flecks of paint on Addie’s boots.

Chapter X

In the heart of New York City on a chilly evening in March, Addie finds herself amidst a dinner party that
feels refreshingly normal. She is caught between Henry and Elise, bathed in the warmth of casual
conversation, laughter, and the delicate dance of new relationships. This setting provides a momentary escape
from her usually complicated existence, allowing her to believe, if only for a moment, that she too could lead
a simple life. Her interactions flow effortlessly—from discussing art with Bea, musing about Paris with Josh,
to engaging in wine talk with Elise—while Henry's gentle touch under the table adds a layer of intimacy to
the evening.

However, the harmony of the night is contrasted by Robbie's palpable discontent. Despite Josh's flirtatious
efforts, Robbie's restlessness is unmistakable, mirroring a tension that Addie recognizes all too well. This
tension peaks when Elise briefly leaves the table, only to return with a forgotten memory of Addie's name,
highlighting a peculiar aspect of Addie's reality—her existence is easily forgotten by those around her.

Banter ensues about birthdays, particularly Bea's mysterious birth date, leading to a playful debate on the
essence of such celebrations. This sparks a minor confrontation when Robbie mistakenly calls Addie "Andy,"
exposing a fundamental curse she bears—one that prevents others from remembering her.

The evening takes a turn when Robbie, overwhelmed by emotions and perhaps jealousy, storms off for a
smoke, marking the beginning of the end for this idyllic night. Addie decides to leave, parting with a fleeting
kiss to Henry, feeling the inevitable loneliness as she steps out into the cold. Surprisingly, Henry follows,
leading to a candid conversation on their stoop about friendship, love, and recognition. Addie learns of
Robbie's unrequited love for Henry, a love acknowledged by Henry but unreciprocated. In this moment,
Addie reflects on the complexities of human connections, the pain of unreturned love, and the transient
beauty of a night spent in the illusion of normalcy.

Chapter XIV



July 30, 1714, marks a significant day in Adeline LaRue's life, as she leaves her village of Villon-sur-Sarthe,
France, embarking on a journey marked by both physical and existential challenges. Her destination is the
walled city of Le Mans, a place beyond her familiar confines, marking the farthest she has ever ventured,
especially alone. The narrative follows Adeline's arduous journey on foot, wearing ill-fitting boots stuffed
with socks to accommodate her smaller feet, a measure born from necessity rather than comfort. Despite the
physical toll of her journey, evidenced by the anticipatory discomfort of blisters and the heat of the sun,
Adeline finds moments of refuge, such as the consumption of fruit from an orchard, which provides a
temporary respite from her hunger and fatigue.

As the day turns to night, Adeline's physical and mental exhaustion is juxtaposed with a heightened sense of
self and a burgeoning realization of the peculiarities of her existence. Notably, upon inspecting her feet, she
discovers that despite the anticipated damage from her journey, her skin remains unblemished, an anomaly
that extends to the absence of sunburn despite prolonged sun exposure. This revelation serves as one of the
many peculiar instances that differentiate her experience from that of others.

Adeline's reflections are not solely focused on her physical state but delve into a deeper contemplation of her
identity, desires, and the consequences of her choices. She recalls the significant influences in her life, such
as Estele, who introduced her to the gods and imparted wisdom that now threads through her consciousness.
Amidst her solitude, she confronts the realities of her condition, marked by a blend of freedom and isolation,
attributes encapsulated by her inability to leave a lasting impact on her surroundings and the mysterious
preservation of her physical state against the wear of time and nature.

The chapter closes with Adeline's poignant realization of her solitary journey in a world that seems both
familiar and alien, a world where she can navigate and observe but remains fundamentally detached,
underscored by her repeated affirmation of her identity. This affirmation, set against the backdrop of her
encounters and the vivid landscapes she traverses, underscores a narrative of resilience, the search for
identity, and the paradoxical nature of freedom and belonging.

Chapter XI

New York City, on a day marked by its ordinary bustle, serves as the backdrop to an extraordinary encounter
between Addie and Luc. The city's towering skyline, a testament to man's ambition, goes unnoticed as Addie
finds herself captivated not by the concrete giants but by the reflection of Luc in the window. The tension
between them is palpable, stirred by centuries of history and an intricate dance of power and defiance. Their
meeting unfolds at Le Coucou, a French haven in SoHo, chosen either for its culinary excellence or perhaps
for its sentimental value to Addie. Luc leads, but Addie maintains her distance, signaling through her refusal
to accept his hand that their dynamics have shifted, but the game is very much alive.

At Le Coucou, luxury is served in silence, their dinner orchestrated by Luc's will—an unsettling display of
his influence. Despite the splendor, the emptiness of the servers' gazes haunts Addie, a stark reminder of
Luc's casual omnipotence. She challenges this, prompting a momentary release of the staff from his grip.
Their conversation meanders through the past, touching upon memories only they share. Luc probes, seeking
vulnerabilities, while Addie guards her heart, wary of his intentions. Their dialogue is a dance of its own,
weaving through layers of longing and loss, love entangled with power.

Addie confronts Luc's claims of love with skepticism, questioning the authenticity of his feelings and the
very nature of love itself. She argues that true love demands selflessness, a concept she believes Luc, with his
god-like detachment, cannot comprehend. Their exchange reveals deep scars, wounds inflicted by endless
years of solitude for Addie and a persistent obsession for Luc. Yet, amidst the contention, there's an
unspoken acknowledgment of their bond, complex and fraught with contradictions.



As the chapter comes to a close, the ambiguity of their relationship lingers. Addie's decision to engage, to
reveal her longing and confront Luc's assertions, suggests a turning point. Yet, the path forward remains
shrouded in uncertainty. Their history is a tapestry of beauty and manipulation, affection and control, each
thread as crucial as it is contentious. Luc embodies the contradiction of omnipotence versus the human need
for connection, while Addie symbolizes the resilience of the human spirit, defiant in the face of oblivion.

The narrative meticulously captures the essence of a confrontation centuries in the making, set against the
transient backdrop of New York City—a city that, like their relationship, is constantly evolving yet
fundamentally unchanged.

Chapter III

In the summer of 1698, in the quaint village of Villon-sur-Sarthe, France, young Adeline embarks on a
notable journey away from the only world she's ever known. At the spirited age of seven, full of hope and
wonder, she accompanies her father—a skilled woodworker—to market in the city of Le Mans. This trip
marks her first departure from Villon, stirring in her a mixture of excitement and apprehension. Her father,
typically a man of few words, confined to his workshop and his craft, reveals a different side of himself along
the way. He fills their journey with stories that captivate Adeline's imagination, stories of grandeur and
fantasy that she wishes she could immortalize in writing.

The countryside unrolls around them, offering Adeline a glimpse into a world that mirrors her own yet
promises the allure of the unfamiliar. As they approach Le Mans, the sight of the city's imposing walls and
the bustling marketplace expands her perception of reality. Adeline is overwhelmed by the new sights,
sounds, and swarms of strangers, experiencing an awakening to the vastness and variety of the world beyond
her village.

Her father, engaging with the marketplace crowd, carves wood with practiced hands, crafting figures that
seem to emerge naturally from the material. Among these creations, Adeline's most cherished possession—a
wooden ring her father made for her at birth—stands as a symbol of her father's love and the hopeful promise
of her own potential.

This chapter not only captures a pivotal day in young Adeline's life but also sets a tone of discovery and the
deep bond between father and daughter. It juxtaposes the comfort of home with the thrilling unknown of the
wider world, using the backdrop of 17th-century France to explore themes of growth, curiosity, and the
timeless beauty of artisanal craft.

Chapter VIII

In this chapter set in New York City on September 7, 2013, Henry navigates a world where his newfound
charm and appeal have dramatically transformed his interactions, making him irresistibly attractive to those
around him. Delighting in the power of being desired rather than overlooked, Henry's experiences range from
superficial encounters fueled by lust to complex interactions underscored by nuanced motivations he
struggles to comprehend. Despite the exhilaration of his recent popularity, Henry is perturbed by the
unnaturalness of his allure and the unsettling nature of people's gazes, which remind him of the artificiality
surrounding his new life.

An encounter at a coffee shop with Vanessa, who playfully chides Henry for not calling, captures the lighter
side of his new reality, contrasting sharply with a subsequent meeting with Dean Melrose, a figure from
Henry's academic past. The Dean, once a harbinger of academic failure for Henry, now presents an
unexpected opportunity for redemption in the form of a position at the theology school, leaving Henry



conflicted between the appeal of returning to a path he once loved and his reluctance to reenter a world that
expelled him.

The narrative shifts as Henry opens his bookstore, encountering Bea, a friend whose unchanged perception of
him provides a semblance of normalcy. Bea's interaction with Henry reveals the unaffected and sincere
nature of their friendship, a stark contrast to the superficial relationships Henry has navigated thus far. The
chapter takes a mysterious turn when Bea shares her discovery of a series of portraits spanning centuries, all
featuring the same unidentified woman, igniting her academic curiosity and challenging Henry's skepticism.

This chapter skillfully weaves themes of desire, power, identity, and the search for truth through a blend of
mundane daily life and mystical, unexplained phenomena. Henry's journey is marked by both the intoxicating
allure of being wanted and the profound isolation that comes from recognizing the superficiality of such
desire, setting the stage for a narrative exploration of authenticity, connection, and the human condition.

Chapter VII

In occupied France, November 23, 1944, Adeline, referred to as Addie, finds herself brutally incarcerated by
German soldiers in a cell outside Orleans. Despite her efforts to remain inconspicuous, her gender attracts
unwanted attention, leading to her brutal treatment. Her past decisions haunt her in her cell; coming back to
France from Boston, driven by pride and the memories of the previous war, now seems foolish. Her attempt
to aid through ferrying secrets around Occupied France, leveraging the anonymity she believed she had, ends
with her capture.

Faced with the harsh reality of her situation, Addie contemplates her past choices and the illusion of
invisibility that she once thought would protect her. The narrative reveals a sense of lost home, a contrast to
the wartime hardships and the personal battle she fights against the desire to be remembered versus the risk
of becoming permanently forgotten by the world. Her introspection extends to questioning her actions,
especially her return to France, fueled by a desire to contribute, albeit non-officially, to the resistance against
the occupiers.

Three years of risking everything leads her to a moment of desperation in which she considers using a
mystical wooden ring—something she has avoided for twenty-nine years. This ring suggests a connection to
Luc, an entity or person from her past who appears when she finally decides to use it, facing her darkest fear
of erasure from memory and existence.

Luc’s arrival brings a palpable shift in the atmosphere, as time and awareness seem to suspend around them.
Their interaction reveals a complex relationship, marked by a history that stretches beyond ordinary human
lifetimes and decisions that weigh heavily on Addie’s current predicament. Luc's disdain for the wartime
setting and his assertion of moral limits contrast with his ambiguous nature. The conversation shifts to
Addie's escape plan, showcasing her resilience and refusal to capitulate to him, despite her dire state and the
seeming advantage he holds.

This chapter paints a vivid picture of resistance, identity, and the supernatural against the backdrop of World
War II's harshness. Addie’s struggle with vulnerability, her fight for autonomy, and the mysterious dynamics
of her supernatural tether to Luc are central themes, illustrating a narrative rich in historical context, personal
turmoil, and the intricate dance between power and freedom.

Part Two: The Darkest Part of the Night

I'm ready to proceed. Please upload the chapter you'd like me to summarize.



Chapter XIX

In the dwindling light of March 18, 2014, in New York City, Henry and Addie conclude their journey
through art exhibits with a distinctive finale. They relinquish their blue rubber bands, stepping into a unique
space delineated by plexiglass walls, akin to a library’s stacks but devoid of books. Here, they are confronted
with a simple, yet profound premise encapsulated by the overhead sign: YOU ARE THE ART. The room is
filled with neon paint and the walls bear the testimony of previous visitors through various marks and
scribbles. Addie, engaging with the exhibit, attempts to leave her mark as well, but her efforts disappear
almost as quickly as they are made. This transient nature of her creation visibly saddens her, prompting
Henry to interact uniquely with the exhibit; by combining their efforts, they discover that together they can
leave a lasting imprint.

The collaboration leads to Addie experiencing a profound breakthrough. For the first time in centuries, she
can make marks that persist. Through Henry, Addie unleashes a torrent of drawings, manifesting her joy, her
sadness, and her essence on the walls. Most significant among these is her name, "Addie LaRue," inscribed
with hesitant hope. The name, unlike her earlier attempts, remains intact, marking a turning point for her.

This act of permanence ignites a change within Addie, fostering a sense of hope and connection previously
elusive to her. She propels Henry away from the exhibit and the crowd, guiding him through the streets of
New York, back to Brooklyn, back home. The journey unfolds with an intimate urgency, their shared
moment at the exhibit solidifying a tangible bond between them, symbolized by the green paint on their
intertwined fingers.

Upon their return, Addie's newfound hope compels her to seize a notebook and a pen from Henry’s
collection, urging him to etch her name once more, this time on paper. The act of writing her name,
witnessing it defy disappearance, marks a commencement of something new, something hopeful. Through
Henry, Addie finds a way to leave a mark, not just on the plexiglass walls of an art installation, but in the
very fabric of her existence. The chapter closes with the words "This is how it starts," signifying the
beginning of a new chapter in Addie's long and ephemeral life.

Chapter III

In the captivating scene set in Fécamp, France, on July 29, 1778, Addie finds herself spellbound by the
vastness of the sea. Unlike anything she's experienced through maps, the sea's enormity and the endless
horizon spark a newfound fascination within her. This marks a significant expansion of her world, far beyond
the confines of her small village upbringing in France. As she spends her days by the pier, absorbed in
thought and observation, tensions from Paris - fueled by food shortages and worsening conditions - seem a
world away, yet the temptation to escape into the unknown is persistently curtailed by an unexplained
reluctance.

One stormy day, while reading Shakespeare's "The Tempest" on the beach, Addie encounters Luc, a
mysterious and somewhat sinister figure from her past. Despite their complicated history, marked by
moments of both confrontation and an uneasy truce, Luc's presence is both intriguing and unsettling. He
reveals his influence on history, implying a connection to Shakespeare himself, which Addie finds hard to
believe. As a storm approaches, Luc invites Addie to seek shelter, leading her to a church, a place one might
last expect someone of Luc's enigmatic nature to enter. Inside, the church's sanctity contrasts starkly with the
brewing storm outside, serving as a backdrop for a conversation about belief, faith, and the nature of
existence.



This dialogue delves into Addie's skepticism about faith and the divine, contrasting her inability to connect
with God to her tangible interactions with Luc, whom she now perceives as devilish. Luc provocatively
suggests that divinity is a matter of perspective and power, showcasing his ability to manipulate reality as
proof of his own god-like status. The conversation turns to the nature of souls, with Luc making a
compelling, if unsettling, argument about the worth and treatment of souls, using a small glowing marble as a
metaphor. This interaction leaves Addie reflective and cautious, questioning the true nature of freedom,
power, and the unseen forces that shape her existence.

Their interaction in the church, marked by Luc's provocations and Addie's introspections, encapsulates their
complex relationship, highlighting themes of power, freedom, and the search for meaning in a world where
boundaries between the human and the divine are blurred.

Chapter II

In Chapter II, amidst the unpredictable temperament of March, a symbolic threshold between winter's chill
and spring's warmth, we find Addie grappling with the passage of time. Born on the 10th of March, a day that
perfectly embodies this season's erratic nature, Addie has long ceased to observe her birthday with any sense
of traditional celebration. The day she bartered her soul away looms larger in her memory, marking both an
end and a beginning far more significant than the annual acknowledgment of aging—a concept rendered
moot by her timeless existence.

However, on this particular March day, Addie decides to indulge in a rare act of self-celebration. Drawn to a
boutique by the allure of a mannequin styled in vibrant attire, she mirrors its pose unconsciously, a small act
of mimicry that signifies her spontaneous decision to embrace change, or perhaps, a fleeting desire for
normalcy. Inside, Addie is enveloped by the novelty of the boutique's ambiance and the tactile promise of
new fabrics. Choosing a striped cashmere sweater and complementary leggings with an unchanging
confidence in her unchanged size, she forges a momentary connection with the sales clerk—a young woman
whose living, aging reality starkly contrasts with Addie’s static existence.

In the solitude of the changing room, as Addie tries on her selected outfits, a moment of introspection is
triggered by the accidental discovery of a ring that falls from her jacket pocket. This ring, crafted from ash-
gray wood, holds a tumultuous significance for Addie, symbolizing a once cherished connection now soured.
Rather than dwell on its implications, Addie chooses to focus on the present, adopting the ensemble that
momentarily bridges the gap between her eternal condition and the fleeting pleasures of the mortal world.

With the act of removing price tags—dismissive of the cost in a literal and metaphorical sense—Addie
silently commemorates her birthday. Standing before the mirror, she sees not just the reflection of a woman
clad in modern attire, but a defiant celebration of her unyielding spirit—a nod to both her resilience and her
solitude in the vast tapestry of time. "Joyeux anniversaire," she muses, a solitary acknowledgment of her
complex journey through the centuries, embodied in the simple act of donning new clothes, a temporary
salve for an eternal existence.

Chapter XIII

En Route to Berlin, Germany, on July 29, 1872, the story unfolds with Addie marveling at human
achievements while sipping coffee in a train's dining car. Disturbed by the conductor for her ticket, she feigns
forgetfulness and attempts to elude him, only to be cornered and saved by Luc, posing as her husband. Their
interaction is filled with tension and unspoken dynamics, indicating a complex relationship.



Addie tries to distance herself from Luc, asserting her independence, but Luc effortlessly transports them to a
different reality, revealing his power over the darkness and his essence as part of it. They find themselves in
Munich, dressed for an evening at the opera to watch Wagner's "Tristan und Isolde." It's a magical experience
for Addie, enraptured by the music, the performance, and the palpable emotion. Amidst this, Luc's presence
is both a comfort and a reminder of the supernatural pact they share.

As the night progresses, Luc and Addie engage in philosophical conversations about art, talent, and the price
of glory. Luc reveals his role in the deals made with artists, who sacrifice longevity for moments of
brilliance, aiming to leave a legacy behind despite the cost. He recounts his deal with Joan of Arc,
highlighting his manipulative prowess and the subtle wordplay that defines the outcomes of these bargains.

Reflecting on the evening and Luc's admissions, Addie grapples with the beauty they witnessed and the tragic
fates of artists under Luc's influence. Her thoughts linger on the nature of greatness and sacrifice,
contemplating the true cost of remembrance and legend.

Their dialogue extends the narrative's central themes of memory, art's fleeting beauty, and the eternal struggle
between transient human experiences and the desire for immortality. Through their Munich adventure, Addie
confronts the duality of her existence, caught between awe-inspiring moments and the shadow of her
complex relationship with Luc.

Chapter XIII

In the bustling heart of New York City on October 23, 2013, Robbie, Bea, and Henry gather in Henry’s
apartment for a movie night, earmarking the prelude to Halloween with a viewing of "The Shining." Robbie,
with his flair for the theatrical, stretches the holiday into an extended celebration, while Bea and Henry
humor his enthusiasm. As they settle in, the topic of Halloween costumes comes up, revealing each of their
plans: Robbie's tribute to David Bowie’s Ziggy Stardust, Bea’s witty take on the Dread Pirate Roberts, and
Henry’s undecided choice, highlighting his love for the transformative magic of Halloween despite his
current identity crisis.

The cozy scene shifts to a lighthearted debate about potential costumes for Henry, interspersed with Robbie’s
playful photography, albeit with a camera lacking film. Bea prods Henry about his abandoned photography
talent, hinting at a life where Henry might pursue his capability for capturing moments. This conversation
stalls as they focus back on the evening's main event, launching into the horror classic amidst an ambiance
carefully crafted by Robbie to maximize the thrill.

The tension of the film mirrors the underlying currents among the friends, especially when the movie's iconic
scary moments provoke physical reactions that break the barriers of personal space, particularly between
Robbie and Henry. This momentary lapse into vulnerability leads to an impromptu and passionate kiss
between them, paused only by the routine burst of popcorn from the kitchen. Robbie's confession of waiting
eagerly for this moment collides with Henry's internal struggle between yearning for the past and confronting
the reality of their ended relationship. This chapter deftly encapsulates the complexities of friendship, past
love, and the personal growth that characters grapple with, all under the guise of a seemingly mundane movie
night turned profound.

Chapter VI

In the heart of New York City on July 29, 2014, a profound realization dawns on Addie LaRue. The chapter
outlines her discovery of Henry's sacrifice – a year of life exchanged for a semblance of normalcy. Addie,
who is in the throes of falling in love with him, is confounded and devastated by the gravity of his choice and



the limited time they have left together. In a poignant moment at the bar, as Henry reaches out to her, she
retreats, propelled by a sudden fury and determination.

Addie's life has spanned three centuries, marked by countless trials and tribulations. From despair outside her
parents’ house to the grim lessons learned on the docks of Paris, each moment has sculpted her resilience.
Yet, in this instant, as she confronts the reality of Henry's impending fate, she is fueled not by despair, but by
rage. Confronted with the prospect of loss once more, she returns to a familiar defiance, slipping on a ring
that she hasn't worn in forty years – a symbol of her entanglement with the dark entity, Luc.

Her frustration culminates in a dramatic scene on the streets of New York. Defiant and unyielding, Addie
demands Luc’s appearance, only to be met with his taunts and the cold reminder of their past. Luc, ever
manipulative, offers her a grim bargain: spend a night with him, and he may reconsider Henry’s deal. Despite
knowing it to be a trap, Addie’s desperation leads her to accept, a decision reflecting her unwavering will to
fight for those she cares about.

Returning to find Henry absent from the bar, she finds him at home, enveloped in darkness. The chapter
seamlessly interweaves themes of love, sacrifice, and the timeless battle against fate. Addie's journey is a
testament to her strength, her love for Henry a beacon in the looming shadow of Luc's machinations. It is a
narrative that captures the essence of human resilience, the complexity of love, and the relentless pursuit of
agency against the backdrop of an unforgiving destiny.

Chapter XVIII

In chapter XVIII, the protagonist finds himself on a hauntingly familiar rooftop where pivotal moments of his
journey once unfolded, highlighting a return to where his dramatic pact was once made. Poised at the
precipice of what feels like destiny, the protagonist and Addie stand hand in hand, embodying a poignant
blend of solidarity and anxiety as they brace against the impending unknown.

The narrative skillfully weaves through the protagonist's introspective turmoil, oscillating between
resignation and resistance. As he contemplates the nature of his demise, speculation melds with fear, painting
a vivid picture of his oscillating emotions. Will death be an abrupt, cruel snatch of life, or a gentle,
imperceptible transition? The ambiguity of his fate looms over him, shrouded in mystery, yet he finds
tranquility in the inevitability of what's to come.

Amid these reflections, Henry—the protagonist—acknowledges the unresolved threads of his life, lamenting
the unsaid goodbyes to Bea and Robbie, and recognizing the pain his disappearance might cause. This
revelation underscores a deep-seated conflict within him; despite his acceptance of the approaching end,
Henry grapples with regret and a longing for more time.

As the clock nears its destined mark, Henry and Addie share a moment of intimacy and defiance, choosing to
dance amidst the backdrop of an impending storm. This act is not only a gesture of love but an assertion of
their presence in the face of oblivion. Henry's thoughts wander across a spectrum of emotions—fear,
gratitude, loneliness—illustrating the complexity of his inner world. The encroaching rain adds a layer of
poetic symbolism, marrying the cycles of nature with the cycles of human experience.

The chapter concludes with a climactic convergence of time and emotion. Henry, caught in a vortex of
acceptance and denial, faces the inexorable. As the final seconds tick away, a profound realization dawns
upon him: readiness for death is an illusion. No matter how much one anticipates or denies it, the end, when
it arrives, finds everyone unprepared. Addie's presence provides a sliver of comfort, a testament to their
unwavering bond, as they stand together, enveloped in the silent acknowledgment that "it is time."

Chapter XII



As night enshrouds New York City on March 10, 2014, Addie braves the cold to traverse the length of
Manhattan from Brooklyn. Disliking the confinement of the subway, she opts for the long walk despite the
winter's chill. Reaching the Baxter on Fifty-sixth, she enters, bypassing the desk attendant who tries to
question her arrival. She's there to visit James St. Clair's apartment, a place she's come to know well since
their first encounter at a downtown coffee shop where an accidental meeting blossomed into a unique
connection.

James, an easily likeable man, charmed Addie with his genuine curiosity and warmth. Despite declaring
herself a poet and him, a temporarily unemployed actor, their bond quickly deepened beyond their casual
café start. Remembering their shared moments—over coffee, ice cream in the dead of winter, and later, in his
apartment—Addie savors the rare feeling of home his presence offers.

Inside James's apartment, Addie enjoys the small luxuries she can't keep for herself due to a mysterious
inability to hold on to personal belongings. Among these, an unwanted ring remains a constant, an
unwelcome reminder of loss and an unresolved past. Settling into the comfort of the apartment, Addie's
thoughts drift back to their developing friendship, marked by shared secrets and mutual acceptance. James
confides in her about his struggle with his identity and the pressures of public life, revealing his gay identity
in a vulnerable moment tinted with fear of public judgment.

Their connection deepens into a poignant understanding, bringing joy in shared secrets rather than the burden
of them. Despite the inevitable end of their brief time together, their moments are marked by a sense of
freedom and relief from the masks they wear before the world. Addie's visit isn't about rekindling or
intrusion; it's a solace in the familiarity and the private space they once shared, a brief respite from the reality
of her unending journey.

Chapter VII

Venice, Italy, July 29, 1806, presents a vivid, heat-drenched morning with Addie waking in silk sheets beside
Matteo, contemplating the peculiar freedom of being forgotten. The city's sweltering heat contrasts sharply
with her internal coolness towards her own memory, a curse that ensures she is consistently forgotten by
those she meets. Matteo, beautiful and undisturbed by her presence in his bed, focuses on capturing her
likeness with charcoal on paper. Unlike the awkward mornings laden with apologies and confusion typical of
Addie's encounters, this one unfolds with an unusual calm.

Matteo's interest in sketching Addie starkly symbolizes a moment of connection despite her curse. His
drawing represents not only the tangible aspect of her being but also a deeper reflection on impermanence
and memory. She observes his talent in capturing her essence while also acknowledging the transformation
through his artistic lens. Despite the curse that makes her a perpetual stranger, his artwork offers a semblance
of permanence, a fleeting reminder of her presence in the world.

Their interaction evolves into a dance of curiosity and melancholy. Addie plays along with the facade of
forgotten encounters, while deeply contemplating the significance of Matteo's drawing. It represents more
than just a physical resemblance—it's a beacon of hope that some part of her can be immortalized beyond the
curse's reach. The notion that Matteo might not remember her but will retain the drawing sparks a realization
in Addie about the nature of memory and ideas. Ideas, unlike memories, possess the ability to survive,
untethered from their origins, suggesting a potential loophole in her curse.

As she prepares to leave, Addie and Matteo share a poignant exchange, underscored by an awareness of the
impermanence of their connection. Despite the transient nature of their encounter, the act of drawing and the
resultant sketch emerge as metaphors for the lasting impact of fleeting interactions. The chapter closes with
Addie contemplating the drawing, now a symbol of hope and a testament to the resilience of ideas over



memories, hinting at the possibility of finding loopholes in her seemingly invincible curse. The sunset over
Venice's canals mirrors the warmth of this fleeting connection and the glimmer of hope it ignites in her quest
for permanence in a forgettable existence.

Chapter X

In the heart of New York City on May 15, 2014, Addie decides to bring an ancient tabby cat home from the
bookstore where Henry works, marking the beginning of a deeper connection between her and the life she
intertwines with Henry's. This act of kindness towards the cat, named Book, symbolizes Addie's longing for
companionship and perhaps an attempt to bring some joy into Henry's life. Book adapts quickly to Henry's
narrow Brooklyn apartment, an indication that despite changes, there can be a sense of belonging and home.

A tender moment unfolds on the couch as they bond, but it is interrupted by Henry's attempt to capture it with
a Polaroid camera. These attempts fail repeatedly, producing images that miss the essence of Addie; her
visage is either distorted, absent, or turned away as if the camera cannot truly see her. This phenomenon
puzzles Henry, pushing him to try capturing her image multiple times unsuccessfully, confronting the
tangible impossibility of the situation with each attempt.

Addie empathetically indulges Henry's perseverance despite knowing the futility of his efforts. The failed
attempts not only highlight the supernatural element of Addie's existence but also reflect on the transient
nature of memory and presence. The frustration and melancholy grow with each failed photo, yet this
exercise brings them closer, revealing the depth of their connection beyond the visual or the tangible.

When Henry finally hands the camera to Addie, urging her to try, there is a shift in perspective. With Henry's
guidance, Addie captures a meaningful photo of the scattered Polaroids around her feet, symbolizing her
presence in a life composed of fleeting moments and interactions. Despite the inability of the camera to
capture her as people typically see themselves, this moment signifies a realization for Addie that there are
other ways to leave a mark, to be remembered, and to matter.

This chapter not only explores themes of visibility, memory, and existence but also delicately unfolds the
intricate dynamics of Addie and Henry's relationship through the simple act of trying to capture a moment,
emphasizing the notion that some connections are beyond what the eye can see or the camera can capture.

Chapter XV

In the heart of a seemingly remote forest which turns out to be Central Park, Addie grapples with a prevailing
fear of abandonment by Luc, only to find the city's skyline reassuringly close. Luc's ethereal presence and a
formal exchange soon lead to a poignant request to dance, a moment filled with spectral music and shared
memories, subtly highlighting their intricate and painful relationship. Luc, who once asked if he was a devil
or darkness, monster or god, now appears not with triumph but with an unfamiliar sadness in his eyes.

The dance serves as a metaphor for their complex bond, filled with love, resentment, and unfulfilled desires,
where the absence of actual music doesn't deter the vivid sensations of shared memories and places they
seem to recall together. As the dance ends with Addie's realization of her longing for freedom, Luc's inability
to release her exposes the roots of their conflict: possession and a misunderstanding of freedom and
attachment.

Luc reveals his manipulation of Addie's life by orchestrating her relationship with Henry, illustrating the
depth of his control and his perspective on love as something trivial compared to his connection with Addie.
Despite his assertions, Addie's experience with Henry has shown her a different truth about love's worth,



challenging Luc's disdain for human emotions and affirming her belief in love's enduring value.

The conversation between Addie and Luc intensifies as Luc's intentions—both to demonstrate his own
necessity and to trivialize human connections—are revealed, along with the chilling realization that Henry's
time was always limited by their deal. Addie's resolute denial of Luc's claim over her and her love illustrates
her growth and independence, a resistance against centuries of manipulation.

The chapter concludes with a dramatic departure and a moment of solace for Addie, only to be shattered by
the realization of lost time. This critical incident underscores the story's themes of control, freedom, love's
complexity, and the inescapable nature of certain bonds. Luc's ominous promise lingers as a reminder of the
inevitable confrontation that lies ahead, framing the narrative within a timeless struggle between desire,
autonomy, and destiny, set against New York City's ever-watchful gaze.

Chapter I

In the rain-soaked village of Villon-sur-Sarthe on July 29, 1914, Addie Larue finds herself reminiscing about
her past life, acknowledging the immense changes over two hundred years since making a fateful deal.
Despite recognizing fewer familiar sights in the village, certain landmarks like the church and a graveyard
remain untouched by time. Seeking shelter from the rain at the church's entry, she eventually ventures out to
visit the graveyard, especially to place wild roses on her parents' graves and to reconnect with memories of
her dear friend Estele.

Her emotional journey is jolted when she discovers that a significant tree by Estele's grave, a symbol of
enduring memory and connection, has been destroyed. Overwhelmed by a profound loss, she is confronted
with the futility of all things against time. Then, Luc, the mysterious entity behind her deal, unexpectedly
appears, offering a mix of consolation and his presence, marking their strange and bound relationship further
emphasized by their exchange in Paris.

In Paris, a city that contrasts sharply with Villon due to its evolution, Addie and Luc share a moment of
reflection on their complex relationship over wine. Luc's acknowledgment of their shared loneliness and a
hint at his frequent, unnoticed presence around her pushes their relationship into a domain of mutual
acknowledgment of their connections. The dialogue veers into raw territories of longing, company, and the
conjuring of the past when Luc presents Addie with a wooden ring she had crafted as part of her deal – a
symbol she believed lost or destroyed. This gesture opens up deeper layers to their relationship, suggesting a
permanence and significance to Addie's creations and experiences, countering the transience she battles with,
reshaping her understanding of value and loss amidst eternity.

Chapter XV

In the heart of New York City on March 18, 2014, Henry and Addie embark on a mystical journey with the
Artifact, a seemingly ordinary object with extraordinary powers. Their quest begins with the simple act of
offering rubber bands, each color representing a different phase of their adventure.

Their first trial requires them to traverse through puddles that aren't mere water on ground but portals to a
world where the ground mirrors the sky and everyone within it. As they walk, their reflections in the mirrored
floor ripple with every step, an enchanting but unsettling experience. The purple band is sacrificed to this
watery realm, where reality seems as fluid as the puddles they wade through.

Next, they face the challenge of the yellow rubber band, leading them into a series of cubes designed to
manipulate sound. In one, their whispers loop around them in an eerie echo of their words, while in another,



their shouts are amplified to an overwhelming roar. The cubes serve as a hall of mirrors for sound, twisting
and bending every noise.

In these soundproof confines, Addie and Henry are compelled to confront the power of their own voices.
From whispered secrets to raw, uninhibited screams, they explore the spectrum of human expression. The
experience is transformative, stripping them of their reservations and leaving them feeling invigorated but
physically drained. The act of shouting until they are breathless and hoarse is both cathartic and exhausting,
signifying their complete immersion in the task at hand.

This chapter is a testament to Addie and Henry’s journey through the fantastical, a path marked by trials that
test their limits and deepen their bond. Amidst the enchantments of New York City, they discover aspects of
themselves and each other, revealing the profound connection between sacrifice, expression, and liberation.

Chapter XII

In the heart of New Orleans' French Quarter, amidst the hidden bars and vibrant jazz, a complex exchange
unfolds between Addie and Luc. Luc professes his love, a sentiment Addie meets with skepticism and
defiance, questioning the authenticity of their bond. Despite her rebuttals, Luc presents her with a simple, yet
profound gift: a brass key. This key, symbolic of a new beginning, unlocks a home for Addie—a concept
foreign and unattainable since her past in Villon, tainted by Luc's influence.

Luc's gesture, though seemingly benevolent, carries undercurrents of manipulation and control. He leads her
to a yellow house at the end of Bourbon Street, offering it as a sanctuary in the bustling city. Despite her
reservations and the lingering warnings within her, Addie is momentarily captivated by the possibility of
stability and belonging. The house, with its open doors, spacious rooms, and the promise of a life yet to be
lived, represents a stark contrast to the transient existence forced upon her.

Their evening progresses through the French Quarter, a blend of reluctance and fleeting happiness marking
their interactions. Luc's cavalier attitude towards life and Addie's cautious optimism reveal the complexity of
their relationship—a mix of dependency, manipulation, and a desperate search for anchorage.

A reflective moment outside a shop window leads to a spontaneous yet deeply symbolic gesture from Luc: he
gifts Addie a leather jacket, signifying warmth and protection she lacked during years of deprivation. Yet,
this act of kindness does not mask the darkness that follows. Luc, detaching himself under the guise of work,
leaves Addie to witness a chilling exchange between him and an older woman. This encounter, marked by a
cryptic deal and the woman’s resignation to her fate, echoes Addie’s own weariness and entrapment within
cycles of bargains and consequences.

This chapter weaves a tale of ephemeral joy shadowed by underlying themes of control, the quest for
autonomy, and the haunting realization of inescapable fates within the vibrant backdrop of 1970s New
Orleans.

Chapter XI

New York City, March 13, 2014, marks another bustling evening in Brooklyn, where the crowded bars barely
accommodate the throngs of thirsty patrons. Addie LaRue finds herself in one such bar, the Merchant,
navigating the sea of people with a man named Henry. Despite the commotion, they retreat to a slightly
quieter patio, seeking refuge under an awning yet still struggling to converse amidst the din.



In their snug corner, Addie and Henry exchange the basics—origins and occupations over a modest serving
of fries and beers, constrained by Henry's bookstore wages. Addie mentions her hometown, Villon-sur-Sarthe
in France, artfully dodging the fact that she carries no trace of an accent, a small detail overshadowed by the
larger lie about her forgotten wallet. She's hesitant to manipulate the situation further, especially after an
earlier incident involving a trick and The Odyssey.

There's an undercurrent of fear within Addie, a palpable dread of disruption. She is terrified at the prospect of
this fleeting connection dissolving, of Henry disappearing from her life as abruptly as he entered. This fear
isn't solely about losing Henry; it's deeply tied to the possibility of reverting to her cursed solitude, a
punishment that erases her from memory and leaves her perpetually alone.

Their conversation, simple on the surface, is laced with unspoken anxieties and desires. Addie is caught
between the instinct to cling to this anomaly of a relationship and the fear that any semblance of normalcy
might abruptly end, thrusting her back into obscurity. The chapter encapsulates a moment of profound
vulnerability and the human yearning for connection, painting a vivid picture of two souls momentarily
entwined against the backdrop of an unforgiving city.

Chapter VIII

In New York City, on July 30, 2014, Addie is confronted by Henry about her decision to engage with the
darkness, a decision driven by her determination not to lose him despite the dire circumstances they find
themselves in. Henry, appearing drained and resigned, believes it is too late to change their fate. He reveals
regret over the choices he made, specifically the deal that has put them both in this perilous situation. Despite
his pleas for Addie not to proceed with her plan, she is unwavering, demonstrating her commitment by
slipping a ring onto her finger—a symbol of her readiness to confront Luc, the embodiment of darkness,
head-on.

Luc's arrival is marked by an unsettling knock, a polite yet ominous forewarning of his presence. He stands
in sharp contrast to the surrounding environment, unaffected by it, embodying a timeless elegance that
appears misplaced. Despite the oppressive heat, Luc's appearance is impeccably composed, his attire and
demeanor untouched by the physical world. His interaction with Addie lacks warmth; there is no pretense of
pleasantries, only an expectation of her to follow into the uncertain night that lies ahead.

Addie's inner conflict is palpable as she momentarily considers retreating to the safety of her apartment with
Henry. However, the path she has chosen does not allow for such a retreat. With a heavy heart, she steps into
the hallway, leaving Henry behind with a lingering look that conveys a multitude of unsaid emotions. As she
follows Luc, Addie's trepidation grows, especially upon noticing the shadows that play ominously at the
threshold of the building. Determined to maintain some semblance of control, Addie asserts that there will be
rules governing their nocturnal engagement, implying a cautious approach to her dealings with Luc and the
night that unfurls before them. Her firm stance reveals her awareness of the dangers she faces and her resolve
to navigate them with caution, fully aware of the deceptive nature of the darkness that seeks to envelop her.

Chapter XI

Villon-sur-Sarthe, a quaint village in France, stands as the backdrop for Addie LaRue's return after years of
absence. Her visit reveals a transformed town, its once familiar landscapes and buildings reshaped by the
passage of time and the hands of new inhabitants. As she navigates the altered streets, Addie experiences a
profound disconnection from the place she once knew intimately, reflecting on the impermanence of memory
and place. Despite the changes, the sight of an old yew tree near her childhood home offers a fleeting
moment of recognition and nostalgia.



The new occupants of Addie's family home, unaware of its history, live amidst the remnants of her past.
Addie encounters the young boys of the family, engaging in a brief interaction that reinforces her ghostly
existence. This encounter prompts a visit to the cemetery where a tree she planted over Estele's grave years
ago stands tall, serving as a tangible marker of the time that has passed.

Wandering through the village, Addie revisits the site of Estele's now-ruined home, confronted with the
ambivalence of permanence and change. A chance meeting with the older of the two boys she saw earlier
allows her to playfully embrace the role of a witch, adding layers to the myths that envelop her.

Amidst the ruins and the encroaching woods, Addie reflects on her enduring existence and the continuous
cycle of change and decay. Luc, a constant presence in her life, appears, challenging her reasons for returning
to Villon-sur-Sarthe. Their encounter highlights Addie's resilience and her refusal to succumb to the
weariness of her immortal life, despite Luc's temptations. In this chapter, Addie's journey through Villon-sur-
Sarthe serves as a metaphor for her eternal struggle with change, memory, and the desire for belonging.

Chapter X

Henry's drive back home encapsulates his complex relationship with the concept of home and his family,
manifesting his anticipations and anxieties about a typical Strauss family dinner. The journey from New
York City to Newburgh marks not just a physical transition away from the familiarity of the city but a
psychological preparation for the familial dynamics that await. Henry’s reflective voyage underscores his
sense of isolation and differing identity within the family structure, characterized by distinct personas: David
the pillar, Muriel the tornado, and Henry himself, the ghost. This anticipated gathering in Newburgh, laden
with expected familial roles and interactions, sets the stage for an evening Henry dreads, yet inevitably
participates in.

Upon arrival, however, the anticipated dynamics are startlingly absent. The familial reception breaks from
the tradition of critique and expectation that Henry braced for, introducing an undercurrent of warmth and
acceptance that feels both alien and exhilarating. The absence of judgment and the positive affirmations from
his family members generate a surreal atmosphere for Henry, contrasting sharply with his expectations. This
difference is punctuated by the nuanced acceptance of his current life choices, including his management of a
Brooklyn bookshop and his past schools and career paths. His family’s support, seemingly unhindered by the
unspoken yet pervasive disappointment Henry usually perceives, introduces a peculiar lightness to the
evening.

The interaction during and after dinner reveals a side of his family that Henry is unaccustomed to—a
sincerity and supportiveness that question the authenticity of the experience, given its deviation from the
norm. This dinner harbors conversations devoid of the usual criticisms or advice, replaced instead by genuine
interest and encouragement. Even Muriel’s dissenting voice lacks its usual condescending edge, revealing a
protective concern for Henry’s happpiness. This shift in family dynamics, although unsettling for Henry, also
offers a glimpse into an alternative familial relationship based on mutual respect and understanding.

The evening culminates in private moments between Henry and his family members where personal topics,
such as his breakup with Tabitha, are broached with a delicate mix of concern and respect. The discussions
with his parents and the quiet interaction with Muriel on the porch highlight a family moment untainted by
the weight of expectations or past disappointments. The shared moments of vulnerability and connection
underscore a potential for a deeper, more meaningful familial relationship, distinct from the accustomed
tensions and criticisms.

However, the evening’s warmth and acceptance, juxtaposed with Henry’s inherent skepticism, underscore a
palpable dissonance. The genuine connections and positive affirmations from his family members starkly
contrast with Henry’s expectations, leaving him to navigate this uncharted emotional landscape. The chapter



intricately explores the complexities of family dynamics, identity, and the search for acceptance,
encapsulated in a single evening’s gathering that simultaneously challenges and affirms Henry’s perceptions
of his familial role and individual identity.

Chapter I

New York City, March 10, 2014. In the quiet of the morning, a woman lies in bed, fiercely holding onto the
remnants of a night spent with Toby, a boy still asleep beside her. She's adopted the name Jess for him,
though it's not her real name—real names, like so many truths about her, are burdens too heavy for fleeting
connections. As Toby begins to wake, she observes him with a blend of fondness and resignation, knowing
the pattern of their temporary intimacy is about to dissolve into the familiar dance of forgotten memories and
constructed politeness. The girl, whose real identity is hinted to be Addie LaRue, escapes to the living room,
leaving Toby to his confusion. There, surrounded by the clutter of Toby’s life—a musician marked by his art
and an unknowing recipient of Addie’s invisible influence—she reflects on her chameleon-like existence.
She makes tea, reminisces about other times and places, and wraps herself in a blanket, a gesture of self-
soothing in the cold New York dawn.

Addie plays the piano, a soft prelude to the inevitable moment when Toby will see her and remember
nothing. Despite everything, she introduces herself as Jess, and they engage in a stilted, awkward exchange
typical of strangers rather than lovers who have shared a night. Toby, disoriented but polite, does not
challenge the narrative unfolding, even expressing unfounded familiarity when Addie plays a tune on the
piano—a melody she had taught him, not the other way around. As Toby scrambles to grasp the threads of a
song that feels both new and inexplicably his, Addie revels quietly in the only form of legacy available to
her: inspiration, the subtle molding of another’s creativity without leaving a direct imprint of her existence.

Despite a moment of connection through music, Addie decides to leave, resisting Toby's confused attempts to
prolong their encounter. The disparity in their experiences is stark—she is leaving with weeks of memories,
while he is barely grasping at hours. Addie’s departure is marred by a familiar blend of resignation and a
flicker of hope that perhaps, one day, someone will remember her.

Chapter XI

In the heart of New York City, on a crisp March day, an extraordinary event transforms the High Line, a
popular elevated park built along an old railway stretching from Thirtieth to Twelfth Street in Manhattan.
Unlike its typical ambiance of leisure and urban serenity, the High Line morphs into a vivid, eclectic art
space, rechristened as "The Artifact." This spectacle reshapes a portion of the park into a labyrinth of
fantastical visuals, drawing visitors into a three-dimensional kaleidoscope of intricate designs and vibrant
hues.

Upon entering this enchanted realm, attendees are greeted with colored rubber bands, each hue granting
access to various segments of the exhibition named as whimsically as theme park rides: Sky, Voice, Memory.
The initiation into this world is marked by the assignment of these bands, symbolizing entry into distinct
realms of artistic expression.

The narrative centers around two characters, Henry and Addie, whose experience of The Artifact becomes a
pivotal exploration of perception and presence. Though Henry appears as a secondary observer, shining in his
own light, it is Addie who captivates the collective gaze of the artists and attendees, emerging as a
mesmerizing entity whose essence pulls the attention of onlookers, likened to a comet that commands the
night sky.



In this vivid setting, amidst an array of artistic endeavors, an artist crafts cotton candy into both recognizable
and abstract shapes, blurring the lines between the tangible and the intangible, the real and the imagined.
These edible creations, ranging from animals to conceptual representations of emotions and phenomena such
as sunsets, dreams, and nostalgia, serve as a metaphor for the fleeting, yet impactful, experiences shared by
Henry and Addie. Their narrative is punctuated by a moment of connection, where a simple kiss, sweet as the
sugar they've tasted, encapsulates the essence of their encounter against the backdrop of The Artifact's
whimsical wonderland.

Chapter I

New York City, September 4, 2013, witnesses the birth of Henry, a child born with a congenitally broken
heart, metaphorically setting the stage for a life overly sensitive to the emotional spectrum of human
experience. Despite the medical success of making his heart whole, Henry grows up feeling an intense
amplification of life's highs and lows, leaving him to contend with a heart he perceives as left too open by the
surgeons. This heightened sensitivity tears through his adolescence and young adulthood, marking every loss
and setback with an unbearable weight.

Throughout his life, Henry attempts to mute his internal volume through substance misuse, yet time
relentlessly propels him forward. His journey meanders through academia into theology, where his faith in
the texts wanes, and later ventures into a hopeful job and future that ultimately culminates in disillusionment.
Each blink forwards through time leaves him feeling more lost, despite his desperate attempts to find himself,
notably symbolized by a failed European tour and the emptiness that follows.

The narrative takes a pivotal turn upon Henry's encounter with Tabitha Masters, a dancer whose presence
momentarily illuminates his world. Their instant connection blossoms into a two-year relationship filled with
mutual affection and shared moments. However, beneath the surface, Henry's unresolved issues and his
dependence on Tabitha for stability and happiness foreshadow a doomed conclusion. The culmination of
their relationship exposes the fragility of Henry’s constructed happiness when Tabitha declines his marriage
proposal, affirming his deepest fears of inadequacy.

Post-breakup, Henry’s narrative descends into a darker exploration of his psyche at a bar scene with friends
offering cliché consolations that fail to bridge the emotional void he has fallen into. His evening spirals
downwards, marked by binge drinking and an acute sense of isolation despite the presence of friends. As he
leaves the bar alone, the night descends into physical injury, adding tangible pain to his emotional turmoil.
This moment, symbolized by the loss and retrieval of a significant ring, encapsulates the constant struggle
Henry faces in reconciling his idealistic desires with the harshness of reality and his perpetual feeling of
being not enough.

In essence, this chapter vividly portrays Henry's tumultuous journey through life, underscored by an
oversensitive heart incapable of shielding him from the world's cruelties. Through his relationships, personal
vices, and existential wanderings, Henry embodies the perennial quest for acceptance and understanding in a
world that seems perpetually out of reach.

Chapter IV

Villon-sur-Sarthe, in the fall of 1703, is a community deeply rooted in Catholic faith, centered around a
solemn stone church attended diligently by Adeline and her family. Yet, at twelve, Adeline's prayers feel
more habitual than devout, mirroring the routine actions of her parents rather than a genuine act of faith. The
young girl's understanding of God is challenged by Estele, a mystic figure venerated and feared in equal
measure, who introduces Adeline to the concept of older, forgotten deities that once nourished the village's



spiritual life. Estele, with her deep connection to the natural and the ancient, sees the new God as a distant
figure, detached from the simplicity of rural existence.

Adeline's father dismisses Estele as mad, and her mother condemns her to Hell, but Estele's philosophy
intrigues Adeline, sparking a curiosity that conflicts with her mother's expectations for her future. Unlike her
friend Isabelle Therault, Adeline craves adventure and knowledge beyond the confines of Villon-sur-Sarthe.
This yearning is made painfully clear when her father leaves for the market in Le Mans without her, a
tradition abandoned due to her mother's insistence on propriety.

Torn between obedience and desire, Adeline contemplates the divine guidance she seeks, reflecting on
Estele's unique form of worship to the old gods. Despite her mother's harsh discipline intended to curb her
rebellious spirit, Adeline's determination leads her back to Estele, seeking to learn more about these ancient
entities and their worship.

Estele, acknowledging Adeline's tenacity, educates her on the nature of the old gods: omnipresent, yet
nameless and indifferent, requiring offerings and respect. She warns Adeline of the dangers inherent in
invoking these capricious spirits, advising caution in her prayers and desires.

When her father returns with gifts intended to appease her wanderlust, Adeline's first act is to dedicate her
finest pencil to the river, an offering to the old gods she now seeks to understand, symbolizing her entry into
a world bridged by Estele between the devoutly Christian and the pagan, an act of defiance against both her
mother's wishes and the conventional faith of Villon. Adeline's journey into the spiritual and the sacrificial
reveals a girl on the precipice of change, both within herself and within the broader tapestry of belief that
envelops her village.

Chapter IX

In Villon-sur-Sarthe, France, on July 29, 1714, Adeline experiences a profound and unsettling encounter deep
in the heart of the woods. Under the cover of night, the quiet surroundings of Villon-sur-Sarthe come alive
with mysterious laughter, leading Adeline to come face-to-face with a supernatural presence that defies her
understanding. Mistaking it initially for a divinity she should avoid, she quickly realizes that this entity might
be the answer to her desperate pleas for a different fate than the one laid out for her by society and her own
circumstances.

The entity, emerging as both a seductive and ominous figure, first appears to Adeline as a voice that
surrounds her, offering cryptic choices that blur the lines between devil, darkness, monster, and god. As
Adeline struggles to define what stands before her, the shadows coalesce into a man's shape, bearing an
uncanny resemblance to the ideal figure she has long envisioned. This shadow-man, with his emerald eyes
and alluring demeanor, tempts Adeline with the possibility of altering her destined path, thus engaging her in
a dangerous dialogue about the cost of her desires.

Adeline's plea is simple yet profound: she wishes to escape the confinements of her preordained life,
yearning not for marriage or belonging but for true freedom—to live as she chooses, unbound by the societal
expectations that tether her. Her ambition is vast, a life of limitless time and possibilities, untethered from the
natural order of things. Yet, this shadow, embodying both promise and darkness, rejects her offer, stating that
her desire for an infinite life, for freedom without boundaries, is a price too grand, a deal without end.

As the village searches for Adeline, the entity reminds her of the limitations of his willingness to bargain. He
is not a mere wish-granter but a force beyond mortal understanding, one who deals in concrete exchanges.
Adeline's request, lacking a definitive end, does not fit his criteria for a fair trade. He leaves her with a stark
realization: not all desires can be fulfilled, not all pleas answered. Stricken by his refusal, Adeline confronts
the harrowing truth that her wish for more—more life, more time, more autonomy—cannot be granted in the



terms she hopes. The chapter closes on a poignant note, with Adeline grappling with the depth of her
yearning and the harsh acknowledgment of her limitations, both human and divine.

Chapter VI

In a chilly New York City morning, Addie wakes up on a rooftop to the gentle touch of Sam. She had
unintentionally fallen asleep outside, her comfort sought in the solitude of the night but now faced with the
stark, cold daylight. Sam, with her distinctive wild blond curls, offers Addie warmth and a cigarette that
never gets lit. The Odyssey, a book Addie had been reading, lies forgotten on the ground, its appearance
altered by the morning dew, indicating her unintended overnight stay outdoors.

Sam insists on bringing Addie inside her art-filled apartment, introducing her to a living space that contrasts
sharply with its chaotic, cluttered environment; a serene place dedicated to Sam's pursuit of painting. This
environment, Sam claims, fuels her creativity more than any sterile studio ever could. Throughout their
interaction, there's a sense of déjà vu for Addie, especially as Sam shares her approach to art—an abstract,
emotion-driven process, contrasting with more literal representations. Their morning further intertwines with
shared coffee, casual conversation, and a connection that seems deeper than their current acquaintance
suggests, particularly when Sam confides about a series of paintings inspired by the concept of people as
skies, reflecting unique emotional landscapes.

An undercurrent of sorrow laces their interaction as Sam mentions a memorable piece she sold, unable to
recall whom it was inspired by, yet feeling a strange correlation between that forgotten muse and Addie.
Despite Sam's warm invitation to stay longer, Addie is aware of the temporality of their connection, choosing
to leave after their coffee, carrying the weight of repeated, fleeting moments shared in a sort of timeless loop
with Sam.

As Addie departs, the narrative shifts to her solitary contemplation in a café, attempting to immerse herself in
The Odyssey, and perhaps, finding parallels in Odysseus’s prolonged journey home and her own undefined
quest. The chapter subtly mirrors themes of memory, temporal connections, and the search for a place that
feels like home, all set against the backdrop of a New York City that remains indifferent to the personal
stories unfolding within it.

Chapter VI

In New York City, a notable exchange unfolds between Addie and Henry over a meal of fish-and-chips and
beer in what is described as a British-style pub. The conversation reveals Addie's extensive linguistic abilities
as she eavesdrops on a nearby couple's argument, showcasing her command of multiple languages. Henry,
marveling at this, jokingly suggests she could have been an exceptional spy, to which Addie playfully
entertains the possibility.

As they prepare to leave, Addie suggests they depart without settling the bill, insinuating that their waiter will
likely forget to charge them. However, Henry, tethered more firmly to principles of visibility and
accountability, insists on paying, highlighting a fundamental difference in their perspectives shaped by their
individual experiences with invisibility and remembrance.

The situation escalates into a deeper conflict as they confront Addie's method of surviving in the
world—through acts of theft and deception. Henry's questioning of Addie's integrity brings to the surface her
profound isolation and her struggle to find a stable identity after centuries of existence. Addie fiercely
defends her choices as necessary for her survival, despite the moral implications, revealing a life marked by
fleeting connections and a perpetual sense of alienation.



Their disagreement reveals the tension between Henry's desire for a normalcy Addie cannot provide and
Addie's need for autonomy and respect in her unorthodox existence. Despite their heated argument, Henry
follows Addie out into the night, indicating his unwillingness to let their disagreement sever their bond. His
reassurance that their altercation is not the end of their relationship suggests a mutual recognition of their
complex but deep connection.

The chapter concludes with a hesitant reconciliation as they walk through the night, illustrating the nuanced
dynamics of their relationship. Addie's admission of her difficulties in adjusting to a "normal" relationship
signifies her internal conflict between her extraordinary life and her longing for intimacy and connection,
which Henry acknowledges with understanding and acceptance. This moment of vulnerability indicates their
willingness to navigate the complexities of their relationship, united by a shared recognition of each other's
strengths and scars.

Chapter XV

In the spacious and eerily quiet New York City apartment, Addie LaRue feels the profound absence of
James, a charming and cheerful presence she never realized filled the space so completely until now. The
memory of a simple night spent making grilled cheese and enjoying each other's company contrasts sharply
with the current silence, magnified by the isolating high-rise view of a muted Manhattan. In an attempt to
recreate the ambiance of their shared moments, Addie plays record after record, but the music fails to fill the
void left by James. The apartment, large and unwelcoming, amplifies her solitude.

After an unsuccessful attempt to engage with television and radio, all of which feel distant and impersonal,
Addie confronts the day's gloomy weather, designed for coziness and introspection, only to find that James's
home lacks the essentials for such comfort—her favorite tea, fiction books, and a real wood fireplace.
Discontent with her own company and the impersonal luxury of the apartment, she decides to leave, donning
a soft plaid cashmere scarf and setting out without a clear destination.

Walking through the city, Addie grapples with the fear of forgetting her identity, a fear that has persisted
through three hundred years. She reflects on the desire to be remembered and the loneliness of being
forgotten, comparing her fear to a moment from J.M. Barrie's "Peter Pan," where Peter forgets Wendy
Darling. This poignant reflection on memory and identity leads her to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, a
place where history and art converge, offering a semblance of companionship to Addie, who feels like a
solitary museum herself.

Inside the Met, Addie navigates familiar exhibits until she finds herself in front of a sculpture named
"Revenir," featuring five marble birds poised for flight. The sculpture, particularly the fifth bird, captivates
her with its detailed craftsmanship and symbolism of return, mirroring Addie's own longing for connection
and return to moments of joy and presence with James. Through this journey, Addie's day encapsulates a
deep meditation on solitude, memory, and the transient nature of relationships against the backdrop of a
vibrant but momentarily subdued New York City.

Chapter VIII

In Villon-sur-Sarthe, France, on July 29, 1714, Adeline grapples with the imposed inevitability of a life far
removed from her dreams. Idealizing freedom, she yearned to remain untethered, embodying the solitary but
unowned existence of a tree. However, the cyclic and consuming nature of life in Villon threatens to subsume
her. When Roger's wife, Pauline, dies leaving him a widower with three children, the village eyes Adeline as
a replacement, propelling her towards a destiny she fiercely opposes. At twenty-three, Adeline confronts the
precipice of an unwanted marriage, feeling her autonomy slip away.



Resisting the notion of marriage to Roger, she is disillusioned by the reality that her protestations carry little
weight against the communal expectation of duty and mercy. Estele, a figure of wisdom and defiance, offers
silent solidarity, understanding the gendered sacrifices demanded by their society. As her wedding looms,
Adeline prays for escape, even contemplating the desperate wish for Roger's death over the forfeiture of her
freedom.

Disheartened, Adeline attempts to plead with the natural world for an intervention; her solitude magnified by
the unyielding silence of the dawn. She reflects on her alienation, comparing herself to a neglected vegetable,
ripe for consumption rather than appreciation. With every act of preparation for the matrimonial ceremony,
her despair deepens, symbolized by the dirt under her nails and the oppressive traditionalism of her
impending role as a wife.

Her family's mixture of relief and command underscores the societal chains binding her. Estele's mournful
presence at the prelude to the wedding serves as a poignant reminder of the dreams they cherished and the
stark reality confronting them. In a fleeting moment of panic and realization, Adeline contemplates the
totality of the life ahead of her—bereft of adventure, love, or autonomy. It is a future constricted by the roles
of wifehood, motherhood, and eventual death, leaving no trace of her existence or aspirations.

Faced with the prospect of crossing the threshold into a predetermined life, Adeline feigns the need to
retrieve a forgotten wedding gift, seizing one last opportunity for agency. Her deception buys her a moment's
grace, afforded by Estele's intervention, allowing her to escape towards the woods, the embodiment of her
unfulfilled desire for freedom and the unknown.

Chapter V

In the heart of New York City, on a chilly morning in March 2014, we find Henry Strauss struggling against
his natural inclination to stay in bed late. Despite his dream of embracing the dawn with coffee in hand,
Henry often finds himself wrestling with time, perennially feeling like he's catching up rather than leading
the day. Today, he's particularly stretched thin, rushing to meet his younger sister, Muriel, for breakfast after
a late night—a familiar scenario due to his pattern of postponing their meetings.

Under the weight of personal obligations and a desire not to disappoint again, Henry navigates the streets of
New York, his journey marked by the remnants of the previous night's merriment. Muriel has chosen a quaint
café named Sunflower for their rendezvous, a place hidden away from the bustling city, accessible only to
those who can decipher its subtle presence.

Upon arrival, Henry battles the morning chaos and his dishevelment to present himself as best as he can to
his sister, who embodies a whirlwind of creativity and ambition. Muriel Strauss, at twenty-four, has already
made her mark on the New York art scene with her keen eye for critique rather than creation. Her passion for
art and its nuances keeps the conversation flowing, effortlessly bridging the gap between them, despite
Henry's inability to fully connect with her world.

Their dialogue meanders from trivial updates to deeper, uncharted territories, particularly when Muriel
mentions their older brother, David—a topic previously untouched. David's sudden interest in Henry's life
comes as a shock, stirring a mix of curiosity and skepticism in Henry and underscoring the complexity of
their familial bonds. Their breakfast, set against the backdrop of a nondescript New York café, becomes a
canvas displaying the contrasting colors of their lives, revealing the delicate dance of familial relationships,
the struggles of understanding, and the pursuit of personal identity amidst the city's ceaseless pulse.

Chapter XIV



Certainly, let's summarize the provided chapter within the specified constraints.

---

In New York City, on a brisk evening of March 13, 2014, Henry Strauss finds himself navigating his way
home through the enveloping darkness. The streets, silent and uninviting, offer him company as he treks
alone, immersed in thought. Amid the quiet of the night, a name echoes in his mind, reverberating with a
significance that seems to momentarily lighten his solitude – Addie. The name stirs within him, rolling off
his tongue as he contemplates its bearer. Addie, who had looked upon him with a gaze devoid of
presumption, recognizing only the boy marked by his dark hair, kind eyes, and an open, earnest demeanor.

Despite the chill that pervades the air, Henry finds a reason to smile. A sudden gust of cold wind prompts
him to tighten his coat around himself, seeking refuge from the nippy air that bites at his skin. He raises his
eyes to the heavens, finding the sky bereft of stars, yet this absence does nothing to dampen his spirits. In this
moment of solitude, under the vast, empty sky, Henry's thoughts linger on Addie—an anchor in the solitude
that spans the city's darkened, silent expanse.

This chapter, drawing a vivid picture of a singular moment, captures the essence of Henry's nighttime
journey through the city. It's a reflection of solitude, introspection, and the unexpected warmth that memories
of a certain individual can bring, even in the coldest of nights. Through the simplicity of this chapter, the
narrative manages to convey depth in Henry's character—a young man walking alone, yet carrying with him
the light of a cherished interaction, symbolized by the repeated invocation of Addie's name against the
backdrop of a starless New York City night.

Chapter IX

New York City, March 13, 2014, unfolds a chance encounter between Addie and Henry outside his bookstore
as it closes. As they meet, Addie anxiously anticipates Henry's reaction, fearing the persistent curse that
makes her forgotten by everyone she meets. To her surprise, Henry recognizes her, marking a significant
deviation from the isolation she's endured for centuries. Their interaction shifts from awkward silence to an
uncertain familiarity, with Addie captivated by Henry's presence despite the differences from someone else
she's comparing him to.

They proceed to a nearby coffee shop, where Addie faces the practical limitations imposed by her curse – the
lack of money for two drinks. Their conversation is a dance of curiosity and withheld truths, with Addie
adopting the name "Eve" for the encounter. Henry's interest and questions suggest a rare continuity in her
world of eternal anonymity. Their conversation touches upon past misdeeds, such as Addie's attempted theft,
and the mundane aspects of life, like work and family, but there's an underlying current of mystery regarding
their ability to remember each other.

The dialogue subtly explores themes of identity, memory, and the human desire for connection. Addie's
internal struggle with her curse is juxtaposed with Henry's simple act of kindness and recognition, creating a
poignant moment of connection that defies her usual experience of forgetfulness. The chapter hints at deeper
stories behind both characters, leaving the reader curious about the nature of Addie's curse and Henry's
surprising ability to remember her. Their interaction in the coffee shop, filled with probing questions and
shared moments, builds a foundation for a relationship that promises to challenge the bounds of Addie's
curse.

Chapter XIX



New York City, September 2014, marks a pivotal moment in Addie's life. After years of entanglement with
Luc, a being from the darkness, and falling deeply for Henry, Addie faces the culmination of her choices. The
city, alive and ever-persistent, mirrors Addie's restless heart as she makes her way to the Merchant bar in the
small hours, seeking solace in the clarity of decisions made in solitude. Ordering a shot of tequila, Addie
contemplates the weight of her decisions through the simple act of spinning a wooden ring on the bar
counter—an action that's interrupted by Luc's sudden appearance.

Luc and Addie's interaction is charged with unspoken histories and the heaviness of impending decisions.
Addie’s time with Henry is encapsulated in her reflection of love’s complexity; it was an intertwining of
beauty, pain, vulnerability, and the sheer rawness of human connection, contrasting sharply with the eternal,
unchanging existence she shares with Luc. Luc challenges Addie, probing the depth of her feelings and
intentions, embodying both temptation and torment.

As their conversation unfolds, Addie, with a mixture of courage and desperation, proposes a trade to Luc.
This proposition isn't merely a negotiation for Henry’s life and memory but a testament to her growth and
resilience. She offers what she believes Luc desires most, not for her own sake but for Henry's. This act,
layered in sacrifice and love, reveals the complexity of Addie's character and her journey.

Luc’s response, marked by a rare hesitation, hints at the profound bond and conflict between him and Addie.
This moment captures the essence of their twisted, centuries-spanning relationship—a dance of power,
freedom, and longing. Addie's resolve, facing the culmination of countless nights and choices, sets the stage
for a confrontation that transcends the mere mechanics of deals and bargains. It becomes a battle for essence,
memory, and the right to a future untainted by past pacts.

This chapter, set against the backdrop of a sleeping New York City, spotlights the eternal human themes of
love, sacrifice, and choice. Addie’s journey—filled with moments both tender and harrowing—culminates in
a pivotal showdown that is as much about overcoming external darkness as it is about conquering the
shadows within.

Chapter IX

In Los Angeles, on April 7, 1952, Addie and Max share a captivating day in each other's company, a day that
begins with an unforeseen encounter outside the Wilshire and unwinds into a string of shared moments from
tea shops to art museums. The narrative reveals it is not actually Addie's birthday, despite her claiming it is, a
lie she tells Max to see his reaction and perhaps to break the monotony of her existence. Their day prolongs
into the evening at the Roosevelt, where they enjoy martinis and Champagne, under the guise of celebrating
Addie's fabricated birthday.

Addie feels a certain enchantment in Max's presence—a sculptor of means with a penchant for fine arts,
unlike the financially struggling artists she's known. However, their intimate moment is interrupted by Luc,
an impeccably dressed figure from Addie's past, whose arrival prompts Max to depart under a mysterious
compulsion. Luc, with a hint of possessiveness, fills the void left by Max, taking Addie to the Cicada Club, a
vibrant venue alive with music and allure.

Here, they experience a tense yet intimate moment, dancing closely—closer than they have ever
been—amidst the backdrop of Sinatra's melodies. Despite their history of distance, their dance morphs into a
intense closeness that reveals deeper desires and shared intimacy. Luc kisses Addie with a cautious yet
profound longing, unlike any kiss she has encountered before, echoing his unique connection and
understanding of her.

Their passion transports them from the dance floor to the solitude of a hotel room, where the intensity of their
connection escalates. Luc's kisses evolve from cautious to fervent, unlocking emotions that are raw and



overpowering. Unlike any other, Luc's touch and kiss convey a deep significance, resonating with Addie's
soul, illustrating a connection that transcends the ordinary into realms of deep emotional entanglement and
potential understanding.

Chapter XIII

On a warm July night in New York City, Luc and Addie find themselves wandering uptown, their steps
taking them through memories of places once visited together—Paris, Florence, Boston, and New Orleans.
Despite the tension from earlier, they share in the magic of the city, and Luc, with his ever-mysterious
manner, leads Addie to a secret bar perched atop a skyscraper. Named THE LOW ROAD, this establishment
is accessed through an elevator embellished with a design mimicking Rodin’s Gates of Hell, and it requires a
special key for entry, which Luc possesses.

Upon arriving, the ambiance shifts noticeably from the stifled environments they had previously endured to
one of open air and lively interaction among the city's elite. The crowd at THE LOW ROAD is a blend of
notable figures from various sectors—politics, entertainment, literature—leading Addie to ponder if any
among them had made similar pacts to hers or were on the verge of doing so.

As they enjoy a vintage bottle of Dom Perignon, Addie confronts Luc about Henry Strauss, the man she has
feelings for, and implores Luc to release him from any malevolent intentions. Luc challenges her, presenting
her with a cruel choice: select someone else at the bar to take Henry's place. Faced with the decision, Addie
realizes the gravity of sacrificing another's soul for her wishes. Yet, when she hesitantly makes a choice, Luc
responds not with action but with amusement at her attempt, suggesting that Addie has evolved more than
she perceives.

This chapter masterfully intertwines the complexities of human emotions with the ethereal, showcasing the
struggle between desire, morality, and the costs of the choices we make. Luc's enigmatic nature and Addie's
moral dilemma stand in contrast to the vibrant backdrop of New York, reflecting on themes of temptation,
redemption, and the value of human life and relationships.

Chapter XII

In New York City on September 19, 2013, Henry makes a conscientious effort to arrive on time for a date
with Vanessa, a woman distinct from his usual encounters. Vanessa, transitioning from her work attire to a
more casual ensemble, meets Henry at a lively taqueria, marking a departure from his typical dating routine.
Their interaction is filled with small, meaningful touches and exchanges that illuminate a burgeoning
connection, free from the burdens of pretense or the need for perfection. Despite the taqueria's casual
ambiance, which Henry self-consciously acknowledges isn't upscale, the authenticity and simplicity of their
gathering enhance their budding relationship. Vanessa's playful banter and genuine laughter signal a warmth
and ease between them.

However, this connection begins to subtly fray as Vanessa projects qualities onto Henry that seem to overlay
more with her desires than with his true self. Their relationship swiftly progresses, with Vanessa quickly
integrating herself into Henry's life, leaving personal items at his place, an act that signifies a deeper
entanglement. Henry's friends express concern over this rapid development, fearing repetition of past
patterns, and indirectly questioning Vanessa’s authenticity and Henry’s genuine feelings toward her.

The narrative takes a darker turn when Vanessa declares her love for Henry, an admission that feels
premature and intensifies Henry's doubts about the authenticity and sustainability of their relationship.
Vanessa's intense display of affection and her drastic action of burning mementos from Henry's past
relationship further spotlight her obsessive attachment and disregard for personal boundaries, prompting



Henry to reassess their relationship. The culmination of these actions forces Henry into a confrontation that
starkly contrasts with Vanessa's declarations of love, revealing the chasm between her perceived connection
and Henry's resistance to being overwhelmed by a relationship that escalates too rapidly. Ultimately, Henry
realizes the depth of Vanessa's attachment and the consequent necessity of distancing himself to preserve his
autonomy, despite the apparent mutual affection. This chapter encapsulates the complexities of navigating
new relationships, the disparity between perception and reality, and the struggle to maintain individuality
within the whirlwind of romantic attachment.

Chapter X

In Paris, France, on July 29, 1719, Addie luxuriates in the hidden pleasures of a marquis’s city house,
savoring the rarity and decadence of chocolate, among other stolen luxuries. As nobles busy with their social
engagements, the house offers Addie a secret refuge and a taste of a life far removed from her own simpler
existence. She revels in the anonymity and the ghost-like existence that allows her to explore lives she could
never lead, amidst the opulence and privacy of the unfamiliar.

Her solitary indulgence is interrupted by an eerie, familiar presence—Luc, the enigmatic figure who granted
her immortality in exchange for a curse to be forever forgotten by those she meets. Their reunion is charged
with tension and unspoken histories, a mix of defiance and resignation marking their exchange. Luc,
embodying both temptation and torment, proposes a dinner within the illusion of normalcy their peculiar
relationship can muster, manipulating reality to suit the whims of their encounter.

Dinner unfolds as an elaborate performance, servants moving as if under a spell, providing a feast that
accentuates the surreal quality of Addie and Luc’s interaction. The setting, rich with the trappings of
privilege, becomes a stage for their complex dynamic, a taut dialogue underscored by the power struggle and
deep-seated emotions between them. Addie grapples with her feelings of anger, betrayal, and the flickers of
longing for connection, all while navigating the unsettling reality Luc crafts around them.

As the evening progresses, a deeper exploration of identity and desire is revealed through their banter, each
probing the other's vulnerabilities and convictions, Addie daring to ask Luc's true name—a symbol of power
and a concession she seeks. Luc's response, a mix of evasion and challenge, deepens the mystery surrounding
his nature and intentions.

Ultimately, the chapter is a vivid portrayal of Addie's tumultuous journey—her quest for autonomy, her
confrontation with the confines of her wish, and her continuous struggle against the bindings of Luc's gift-
curse. The opulent backdrop of the marquis’s house serves as a stark contrast to the internal battles and the
ethereal, haunting exchanges between Addie and Luc, culminating in a complex dance of manipulation,
resistance, and the relentless pursuit of something just beyond reach.

Chapter II

New York City on July 29, 2014, unfolds as just another day for Addie but marks three centuries since a
significant turning point in her life. The day she should have been married, instead, became the day she lost
everything except her freedom after invoking the darkness in the woods. Despite the normalcy of the
morning, with Henry moving in the kitchen and the untroubled sky above, Addie is unsettled by a sense of
dread and a compelling urge to distance herself from Henry, fearing the repercussions if "he" finds them
together.

Henry, unaware of the heaviness of the day, tries to uplift Addie by acknowledging the unique milestone with
a light-hearted gesture—a donut with three candles representing her three hundred years. Despite Addie's



initial resistance to celebrate, influenced by a fear of attracting unwanted attention, Henry's insistence on
making the day memorable persuades her to join him for a beach day. The simple joy of swimming in the
ocean and lounging on the beach under the sun, followed by enjoying tacos and margaritas, momentarily
eases Addie's tensions. These moments of normalcy and connection with Henry become a brief respite from
her centuries-long saga.

However, the sighting of a wooden ring, a symbol she associated with her past and possibly her pact with the
darkness, intermittently reminds her of her worries. Even as they immerse themselves in the present,
enjoying each other's company, and the beach's bustling atmosphere, the ring serves as an ominous marker of
her history and the pact that has dictated the course of her life. Amid the fleeting happiness and attempts at
normalcy, Addie's reflections on her long and tumultuous history demonstrate a lingering struggle with her
past choices and the continuous presence of the darkness in her life, suggesting that despite the passage of
three hundred years, the consequences of her deal with the darkness are ever-present and inescapable.

Chapter X

In the mysterious woods of Villon-sur-Sarthe, France, on July 29, 1714, Adeline finds herself disoriented and
alone after an encounter with a stranger that left her untouched but altered. Previously yearning for a life
beyond her destined marriage to Roger and the confines of her village, she now senses an eerie change.
Despite feeling physically unchanged, a foreboding sense sets in as she realizes her surroundings are silent,
the village festivities ceased, and darkness envelops her homecoming.

Upon returning home, the dread within Adeline sharpens as her family does not recognize her, reacting with
fear and disbelief to her presence. In a shocking turn, her mother perceives her as a stranger, or worse, a
threat, leading to Adeline's harrowing realization that something profound and unsettling has altered her
reality. Desperately attempting to prove her identity proves futile; her voice fails her when trying to speak her
name or family name, leaving her isolated and in despair.

Faced with rejection from her parents, who deny her very existence and view her as a curse, Adeline is
forcefully removed from her home. Distraught, she seeks solace and answers from Estele, an old woman
knowledgeable in the mystic arts and old gods, whom Adeline has known all her life. Yet, the same pattern
of disbelief and rejection unfolds, pushing Adeline deeper into the void of her new, solitary existence.

Adeline's plea for help to Estele initially appears to break through, hinting at a sliver of recognition, but
swiftly shutters as Estele retreats, further cementing the gravity of Adeline's altered state. The bewildering
encounter marks the beginning of Adeline's realization of the deal's consequences she made in darkness,
leaving her nameless, unrecognized, a stranger even to herself. As the chapter closes, Adeline confronts the
vast, unknowable dark of the forest alone, echoing her plea to the unseen stranger, marking the start of her
journey through a world where she exists yet is unseen, known yet unknown, present but perpetually lost.

Chapter XVI

Le Mans, France, on July 31, 1714, serves as the setting where Addie revisits the city for the first time in
over a decade since she last came with her father. Upon her return, alone and without any of the comforts of
her previous visit, she immediately encounters the bustling life of the city but feels profoundly disconnected
and out of place. As she wanders, seeking something familiar yet unknown even to herself, she experiences a
series of minor calamities, including narrowly avoiding a cart, annoying a local woman, and finding the city
vastly changed from her memories.



Her sense of alienation grows as she realizes how much she, and the city, have transformed. The Le Mans she
remembered with fondness now seems menacing and unwelcoming. Attempting to survive, she stumbles
upon an inn and decides to stealthily procure resources from the stables, leading to an unfortunate
confrontation with a stable hand. Caught trying to take items from the stable, Addie resorts to violence to
escape, injuring the stable hand with a knife she found and consequently getting wounded herself.

Miraculously, her wounds heal almost instantly, evidencing the supernatural pact she has unknowingly
embraced that grants her immortality but at a twisted cost. This magical restoration only underlines her
isolation and the bargain's real implications. Despite the physical healing, the incident leaves psychological
scars and reinforces her realization about her changed essence and existence. Addie's encounter in Le Mans
ends with her leaving the city, bearing no physical evidence of her ordeal but a deeper understanding of her
new, cursed life where she is doomed to be forgotten by those she meets, and any impact she makes is
mysteriously undone.

Chapter V

Paris, amidst the chaos of 1789, is captured through the experience of Addie, who navigates the violent
uprising with a determination to survive. Disguised in men's clothing looted from the fallen, she moves under
the cover of darkness, preferring the anonymity it grants her in these tumultuous times. The city is a labyrinth
of newly erected barriers, making her journey perilous and unpredictable. An encounter with suspicious
rebels forces Addie into a tense standoff, revealing her as a woman when she had hoped the shadows might
keep her secret. Just as the situation escalates, an otherworldly presence, Luc, intervenes, exerting a
mysterious influence that leaves the men incapacitated.

Luc, embodying darkness, effortlessly manipulates reality, demonstrating his power not only over Addie but
also over the fabric of the world itself. Their interaction is fraught with tension and unspoken history,
suggesting a complex relationship. His ability to rust a sword by mere touch and to transport them from the
chaos of Paris to the calm of Florence with a step into the shadows underlines his supernatural nature. Addie,
for her part, exhibits a mix of resilience, desperation, and curiosity. She is unnerved yet fascinated by the
abrupt shift from the familiar anarchy of Paris to the serene unfamiliarity of Florence.

Florence presents a stark contrast to Paris; it is peaceful, untouched by the violence and upheaval that rages
in France. This new setting does not only symbolize a physical relocation but a narrative shift towards
exploring the implications of time, memory, and power that Luc's interventions hint at. Addie's reaction to
this sudden transition—from aggressive survival mode to bewildered observer—underscores her adaptability
and her relentless quest for understanding, even in the face of Luc's cryptic and unsettling influence.

The chapter vividly captures the tumult of revolutionary Paris, the palpable fear of individuals caught in the
crossfire, and the supernatural elements that intersect with historical events. The narrative weaves a complex
tapestry of human emotions, survival instincts, and mystical interventions, setting the stage for an exploration
of power dynamics, time, and identity amidst the backdrop of a world in upheaval.

Chapter XII

In Villon-sur-Sarthe, France, on July 29, 1764, Adeline (Addie) returns to her hometown for the first time in
fifty years. She arrives alone, choosing to walk the final mile to cloak her return in secrecy, indicating a
profound connection to this place despite her long absence. Her journey back is stirred by an internal storm,
reflecting a need to reconcile or confront her past. Addie's return is marked by a mixture of nostalgia and
alienation; the village retains the essence of her memories, yet it has expanded and changed with time.



She circumvents the village, heading directly toward her family's home, avoiding any recognition. The
passage of time is embodied by the enduring presence of an old yew tree, which, alongside the landscape,
triggers an intense flashback to her youth. However, the idyllic memory quickly dissolves as she observes the
decay of her family's property, symbolizing the inevitable march of time and the abandonment of what once
was. Her parents’ cottage, now dilapidated, signifies the direct impact of time on her personal history.

Entering her father's workshop, now a place of rot and decay, Addie is confronted with the tangible evidence
of her absence. The ruin speaks to the cessation of life that once filled these spaces. The discovery of smoke
from the chimney and signs of habitation lead her to the doorstep, where she is confronted with the ultimate
symbol of time's passage: her aged mother, barely recognizable and bearing no trace of memory of her
daughter.

The encounter with her mother is a poignant moment of realization for Addie. The lack of recognition from
her mother underscores the depth of Addie’s alienation from her past and the reality of returning to a place
that can no longer be called home. It’s a powerful reflection on memory, time, and the impact of both on
personal identity and connection. Addie's choice to leave, without revealing her identity, captures the
bittersweet acknowledgment of her own detachment from her origins, and the acceptance of the passage of
time. This chapter is a vivid portrayal of coming back to one's roots only to discover that time has rendered
them unrecognizable, illustrating the pain of memory and the elusiveness of homecoming.

Chapter IX

In the heart of London, England, on March 26, 1827, Addie LaRue finds solace and reflection within the
grand walls of the National Gallery. Within this temple of art, six pieces resonate deeply with her, each
carrying a fragment of her being, mirroring her existence back to the world. Yet, amidst the eternal whisper
of marble and canvas, she remains a spectral presence, invisible yet indelibly imprinted upon the art that
surrounds her.

As closing time nears, Addie lingers before a poignant portrait, a dialogue of reflection and anonymity
capturing her attention until she's startled by the unexpected presence of Luc, the enigmatic entity intertwined
with her fate. Uninvited, he appears, piercing the solitude with his mocking presence and sparking a
confrontation laden with tension and revelation. Luc, embodying both tormentor and companion, insidiously
reminds Addie of her inconsequence, yet she defies him with the fierceness of her spirit, her essence
intertwined with the works of art that defy his claim over her.

Their exchange, charged with the electricity of centuries-old dynamics, veers abruptly into darkness as Luc
transports Addie to a somber scene – Ludwig van Beethoven’s last moments. Within this intimate chamber of
despair, the maestro bargains against the immutable currency of time, pleading for more, only to face Luc's
merciless verdict. The encounter exposes the raw, primal forces at play; Luc, in his true form, claims
Beethoven’s soul, leaving a chilling void where once there was genius, now extinguished.

This harrowing spectacle forces Addie to confront the terrifying depth of Luc's power, revealing him as an
entity beyond comprehension, cloaked in darkness yet capable of cruel precision. As Luc's monstrous form
recedes, revealing once again the man she knows, Addie grapples with the fear and fascination that binds
them. Luc's final taunt leaves her tumbling into the abyss, a poignant reminder of their unsettling parity and
the dark dance they share, perpetually intertwined by curse and defiance. Amidst the backdrop of artistic
immortality and the ephemeral nature of human life, their tangled saga continues to unfold, a testament to the
enduring struggle between the desire for recognition and the stark reality of oblivion.

Chapter VIII



In a bustling New York City bookshop on March 13, 2014, the ordinary life and unnoticed existences
converge in a moment that defies Addie LaRue's three centuries of enforced anonymity. Among precocious
children and earnest scholars, she finds herself entranced by Henry, the boy behind the counter with a black
cascade of hair and a face too honest for his own good. His ordinary act of pushing back his hair captivates
her, a simple gesture laden with an irresistibility born of effortless charm and youthful vulnerability.

Addie circles the perimeter of interaction, from the refuge of POETRY and MEMOIR, her presence
punctuated by the impatient tap of nails and the silent company of a cat named Book. The flow of customers
dwindles, queueing her approach, punctuated by a nervous anticipation that skirts the edge of her narrative –
a story marred by the inexplicable curse of being forgotten by everyone she meets.

Their exchange is marred by a misunderstanding; Henry accuses Addie of attempting to return a stolen book,
"The Odyssey" in Greek. This accusation pierces the veil of three hundred years of solitude and invisibility –
"I remember you," Henry declares, shattering centuries of loneliness with a simple assertion of memory.
These words anchor Addie to the moment, to the reality of Henry's recall, a phenomenon alien to her cursed
existence.

In her desperation to understand, to cling to this anomaly, Addie's usual grace deserts her. She is
momentarily unable to move, bound by the weight of Henry's recognition and the potential rupture in her
endless cycle of forgetfulness. Yet, the normalcy of life presses on around them, and under the scrutiny of
waiting customers and Henry's firm dismissal, she finds herself on the verge of emotional collapse outside
the shop.

Contemplating the profundity of her situation, Addie is ensnared by the repetition of "I remember you," each
iteration embedding itself deeper into her psyche, a mantra of existential significance. Henry, emerging from
the confines of his duties, confronts her again. This time, their interaction shifts towards reconciliation.
Addie's plea for forgiveness, couched in the offer of a coffee as amends, marks a turning point. It is her
admission of need, a vulnerability that peeks through the facade of her centuries-old bravado, which finally
compels Henry to see her, truly see her, for the first time.

Their story, encapsulated in the mundane setting of a bookshop, unfurls against the backdrop of a world
oblivious to the magic and curses that thread through their lives. Here, in the heart of New York City, Addie
LaRue stands on the precipice of something new, something terrifyingly unknown yet wondrously inviting,
borne out of an ordinary encounter that teases the possibility of a connection that transcends time itself.

Chapter XIII

In New York City on March 17, 2014, the protagonist struggles with a burden she’s carried for years, a secret
so profound yet consistently dismissed by those she attempts to share it with. Her narrative is not just a tale
of events; it's a confession of an extraordinary experience that has defined her existence. Among friends like
Isabelle and Remy, and even strangers, her attempts at sharing this secret have always met with disbelief,
leaving her words to dissipate without impact.

However, Henry is different. As she recounts the critical moments of her life—the wedding, the unanswered
prayers, the dark entity in the woods, and her gravest mistake of trading her soul under a certain
condition—Henry doesn’t turn away. Unlike others, he doesn’t let her story evaporate into disbelief. Instead,
he listens intently, absorbing every word. His reaction is unexpected, not just with his focused attention but
with how he processes her tale. Despite the outlandish nature of her story, Henry doesn’t dismiss her; instead,
he reveals a shocking parallel in his own life, expressing belief in her story with a calm, yet detached
demeanor.



His initial response is laughter, not of mockery but of a man teetering on the edge of revelation. This
laughter, manic and breathless, is a precursor to his own admission—he too made a deal, akin to her own.
This moment of shared understanding is pivotal. It represents a turning point in their relationship, moving
beyond mere empathy to a shared experience that is incredibly rare.

Her question, “Why?” opens the floodgates of curiosity and desperation for a deeper connection and
understanding. Henry’s reply not only serves as a climax to this chapter but also as a bridge to a shared
history and possibly, a shared destiny. His acknowledgment of his own deal underlines a common thread of
desperation, choices, and consequences that link them beyond mere acquaintance.

Thus, the chapter delves into themes of belief, isolation, and the human desire to be understood and
remembered. It juxtaposes the protagonist’s experience of being perpetually forgotten with Henry’s
unequivocal acceptance and belief in her story, introducing a complex layer of shared fate and mutual
recognition.

Chapter I

In the quiet, pastoral setting of Villon-sur-Sarthe, France, on July 29, 1764, Adeline "Addie" LaRue visits the
grave of her father, Jean LaRue. While reflecting on her father’s life and the simplicity of his grave, Addie
confronts the reality of her own mortality and the choices that have led her to this moment. The grave
marker’s dates, marking the year she left, bring a flood of memories and a stark realization of everything she
has lost—including the details of her loved ones' faces and the sound of her father’s laugh. This poignant
scene sets a tone of melancholy and loss that permeates the chapter.

Turning her attention to Estele Magritte, a significant figure in her life, Addie reminisces about Estele’s
distinct worldview and her connection to the land and nature, contrasting it with the traditional Christian
burial she received. Determined to honor Estele's legacy, Addie plants a sapling over her grave, symbolically
bridging Estele’s spiritual beliefs with her final resting place. This act of remembrance highlights Addie’s
deep connection to the people and places of her past despite the curse that has made her nearly immortal and
forgotten by all she meets.

As the day unravels, Addie visits Estele’s abandoned hut, reflecting on the passage of time and the
transformation of the physical world around her. Here, the novel delves into Addie’s complexities—the
nature of her curse and the small liberties it affords her, like sustaining a fire, underscoring her transient
existence between the material and the magical realms.

The chapter reaches a climactic confrontation with Luc, a mysterious and manipulative figure, presumably
the source of Addie’s curse. Their interaction is charged with tension, revealing the depth of Addie’s defiance
and her determination to preserve her autonomy. Luc’s threat to make her curse even more unbearable by
stripping away her youth and health underscores the precariousness of Addie’s situation and her vulnerability
to his whims. Yet, even in the face of immense suffering, Addie remains unyielding, refusing Luc’s offer to
end her curse in exchange for her surrender.

This chapter masterfully weaves themes of memory, loss, and defiance against the backdrop of a timeless
struggle for identity and autonomy. Through Addie’s journey, the narrative explores the essence of human
resilience and the intricate dance between power and resistance in the shadow of eternity.

Chapter XIV



On July 4, 2014, in New York City, Addie and Henry join a group on Robbie’s building rooftop to watch
fireworks illuminating the Manhattan skyline. Amidst the communal celebration, the heat of summer is
palpable, affecting everyone's mood and energy levels, including Henry’s, who seems distanced and
reflective throughout the evening. The chapter vividly captures the sweltering atmosphere, the simple joy of
shared moments, and the undercurrents of personal struggles and connections.

Henry's unusual detachment worries Addie. Earlier, their day was spent seeking respite from the heat, an
attempt marred by exhaustion and a stifling atmosphere that dampened their spirits. Robbie’s entrance with
ice pops momentarily uplifts everyone, providing Addie with an opportunity to connect with him, despite his
initial hesitation due to his lack of memory of her. She skillfully navigates the conversation, expressing keen
interest in Robbie’s acting endeavors, particularly his upcoming role in a unique spinoff of Faust.

Despite the festivities and her brief success with Robbie, Addie remains concerned for Henry, finding him
isolated and introspective in a dimly lit corner of the roof. His evasiveness and the haunted expression he
wears signal deeper issues that Addie senses but cannot decipher. The night progresses with an intimate
moment between them that temporarily erases the tension. They seek solace from the heat in a cold bath,
where Henry inquires about the origins of Addie’s secrecy regarding her identity, prompting a reflective
discourse on her curse and the painful isolation it brings.

This chapter intricately weaves the themes of memory, identity, and the human yearning for connection
against the backdrop of a typical New York summer celebration. The juxtaposition of vibrant communal joy
with personal, invisible struggles underscores the complex tapestry of human experiences. Addie’s curse,
embodying both a metaphorical and literal erasure, highlights the profound agony of being unseen and the
intricate dance of revealing one's true self to others.

Chapter VI

In the heart of New York City, on a day marked by the unyielding march of time, a narrative unfolds,
capturing the essence of solitude and the self-sufficient journey through life. March 10, 2014, serves as a
backdrop to a tale of discovery and introspection, spotlighting a solitary figure, Addie, who navigates the
intricacies of existence unaccompanied.

Solitude, as Addie experiences it, reveals a profound truth about human nature. It's a state that grants her the
clarity to distinguish the indispensable from the trivial, pushing beyond the realm of physical necessities to
uncover the true sustenance for the soul. To her, the basic needs of food and shelter pale in comparison to
those elements that infuse life with meaning and joy.

Drawing inspiration from her father's craft, Addie reflects on the art of carving, an endeavor that peels back
the layers of the mundane to reveal the essence hidden within. This analogy extends to her own existence,
honed over three centuries of solitary life, where she identifies her core necessities. Stripped of all but the
essentials, she finds that while she can endure the absence of physical comforts, a life devoid of art and the
splendor of creativity is untenable.

Her revelations culminate in her profound appreciation for stories and their transformative power. For Addie,
stories are more than mere entertainment; they are the lifeline that connects her to the world, preserving her
sanity and providing a refuge from the desolation of oblivion. Through stories, presented in diverse forms
like charcoal, song, paintings, poetry, films, and books, Addie finds the sustenance for her soul, solidifying
her belief in the power of art to transcend the mere act of survival, elevating existence into a realm of wonder
and beauty.

Chapter XVII



In New York City, on a delightfully better day with the sun out and the air not so cold, Addie revels in the
endless vibrancy and scale of the city. Unlike smaller towns, New York offers an inexhaustible array of
culture, food, and art that she can consume voraciously every day without ever running out of new
experiences. It’s the city’s ever-changing landscape, with its hidden secrets and constant reshuffling, that
captivates her most. On this particular day, she stumbles upon "The Last Word," a quaint bookstore hidden
down a short flight of steps, its once-purple awning now faded. Despite believing she had explored every
nook of the city, Addie is thrilled to find something new, a testament to New York's ceaseless ability to
surprise.

Inside, Addie finds herself in a labyrinth of literature, the shop brimming with books of all conditions and
ages, far from the organized sterility of other bookstores. The place is occupied by a few other patrons,
including an older white man, a stylish Black girl engrossed in an art book, and a mysterious cat with amber
eyes. As Addie explores, she is approached by Henry, a gentle and human presence amidst the maze of
books, who offers assistance. Despite his helpful demeanor, Addie declines and continues to browse alone.

The exploration leads her past genres and collections, each eliciting contemplation or memories, until an
accidental encounter with Henry and a misadventure with a Greek copy of "The Odyssey" draws them into a
brief interaction outside. In this moment, Henry, displaying an unexpected kindness, offers the book to Addie
as a gift rather than accusing her of theft. This action, coupled with the interruption by the Black girl from
earlier inquiring about calling the police, cements a peculiar moment of connection between Addie and
Henry, one marked by misunderstanding, curiosity, and an almost-gratitude. Henry’s decision to allow Addie
to keep the book despite their awkward encounter leaves her with more questions than answers, and as she
walks away, the city’s propensity for change and chance encounters once again asserts itself, opening up new
narratives in its wake.

Chapter X

"Everywhere, Nowhere: 1952–1968" unfolds the evolving story of Addie and Luc, a narrative beginning with
a premise as unassuming and transient as sex. This physical connection, initially dismissed by Addie as a
fleeting engagement, unexpectedly transforms as Luc re-enters her life, emerging as though from nowhere
amid the vibrant backdrop of autumn. His return marks the beginning of irregular yet gradually more
frequent visits, weaving himself into the fabric of her existence against a montage of seasons and emotions.

Addie attempts to establish boundaries, a series of small promises aimed at preserving her emotional
detachment: not to bask in his embrace, not to share her sleep, not to indulge in any feelings beyond the
physicality of their encounters. However, these intentions crumble under the weight of their growing
intimacy. What begins as mere physical attraction evolves into a connection that transcends the initial
simplicity of their relationship.

The narrative captures this progression through poignant milestones — sharing meals, dancing, and
ultimately, being together — each a tentative step deeper into a relationship that defies Addie's attempts at
emotional reservation. The passage of time, from one season to the next, from one year to a new one, and
even as one decade fades into another, mirrors the deepening of their bond. Luc's requests evolve from
simple acts of companionship to a plea for a more profound connection, symbolizing their transition from an
ephemeral fling to something indefinitely more significant.

Through the lens of Addie's experiences, the chapter delicately explores themes of longing, resistance, and
the eventual surrender to a connection that surpasses initial expectations. The story, set against the changing
seasons, encapsulates the essence of human emotion and the unpredictability of relationships, portraying how
what begins as "only sex" can evolve into something unexpectedly meaningful.



Chapter II

In the passage of time between Thursday night and the much-anticipated Saturday afternoon, Adelaide
"Addie" LaRue feels the agonizing stretch of each minute while she waits to meet Henry. The narrative
captures Addie’s struggle with the concept of time, notably highlighting her transformation from being at
odds with it to confronting its slow crawl as she anticipates reuniting with Henry. Residing temporarily in
Prospect Park at a children's book author's home, she finds herself unable to sleep or distract herself
adequately, overwhelmed by nervous anticipation—a feeling unfamiliar to her after centuries of existence
where time seemed inconsequential.

The narrative unfolds with Addie attempting to kill time by engaging in various activities, including
changing her hairstyle and outfit, seeking refuge in makeup experiments, and wandering through Brooklyn's
boutiques in search of distraction. This part of the chapter explores Addie’s profound loneliness and her
recent discovery of anticipation for the future, driven by her budding connection with Henry—a stark
contrast to her longstanding solitude and aimlessness.

As the hour to meet Henry approaches, Addie’s nervousness intensifies. When she finally arrives at the
bookstore, she encounters not Henry, but Beatrice "Bea," a character portrayed as another piece in the
intricate puzzle of Henry’s life. The interaction is fraught with tension, highlighting Addie’s fears and desires
about their relationship. However, when Henry appears, it's clear that their connection remains strong,
dissolving Addie’s fears momentarily.

The chapter then delves into the themes of art, time, and identity through the convivial banter surrounding
Beatrice’s art theories and their playful jab at Henry’s romantic disposition. This exchange further cements
Addie’s evolving relationship with Henry, showcasing a lighter, more hopeful side of Addie that contrasts
with the solitary immortality she has been condemned to.

In a surprising twist, their date takes them to an unexpected location—a laundromat that conceals a pinball
arcade, highlighting Henry’s playful side and setting the stage for a night of light-hearted competition and
deepening connection. Through these experiences, Addie begins to see possibilities for companionship and
belonging, diverging from her centuries-long narrative of isolation and the constant erasure of her existence
from the memories of those she encounters. The chapter encapsulates a pivotal moment in Addie’s immortal
life, where the prospect of genuine human connection offers a glimmer of hope against the backdrop of her
eternal curse.

Chapter XII

Chapter XII details a deeply evocative and stirring night shared between Addie and Henry, capturing the
essence of fleeting moments, and the anxiety and hope that accompany potential endings and beginnings.
Throughout the evening, the progression of their relationship is marked by a series of decisions to prolong
their time together, suggesting an implicit understanding and reluctance to part ways. This connection is
heightened by the unspoken realities and the inexplicable ability of Henry to remember Addie, in defiance of
the curse she bears that makes her forgettable to all.

Their wanderings take them from bar to bar, under the guise of New York City's nightlife, until they find
themselves sharing a late-night moment over cheap pizza, the cityscape stretching around them. This setting
provides a backdrop to their intimate conversation, where Henry’s admission of missing the stars aligns with
Addie’s own feelings of loss and longing. This shared sense of loss and understanding deepens their
connection, marked by Henry’s unexpected remembrance of Addie, challenging the isolation imposed on her
by her curse.



As the night draws to a close, the reluctance to end their time together is palpable, mirrored in their actions
and hesitations. The exchange over Addie's inability to use a phone or leave a trace of herself in the modern
world highlights the constraints of her cursed existence, further complicating the dynamics of their
interaction. Henry’s proposal to meet again sparks a mix of hope and dread in Addie, as she confronts the
reality of her situation and the fear of revealing her true identity.

In a crucial moment of vulnerability and honesty, Addie attempts to reveal her true name to Henry, an act
that defies the intrinsic nature of her curse. This effort is significant as it symbolizes a desire to forge a real,
remembered connection, despite the potential consequences. Henry's unassuming acceptance of her name,
and their parting words, encapsulate a moment of pure, unguarded exchange—rare for Addie and fraught
with implications for her existence under the curse.

The chapter leaves readers with a profound sense of Addie's solitude and her yearning for connection,
juxtaposed with the fleeting joy and hope sparked by Henry’s recollection. It raises questions about the
nature of memory, existence, and the human need for companionship and understanding. As Addie walks
away, the readers are left to ponder the potential of this encounter to alter the course of her cursed life,
reflecting on the powerful impact of acknowledgment and the human essence of being seen and remembered.

Chapter XX

In the heart of New York City on a stormy September 4, 2014, Henry finds himself entangled in a pivotal
moment, grappling with the reality of letting go. Amidst the relentless downpour, a halted clock symbolizes
the cessation of a significant chapter in his life, as he faces Addie, a woman marked by an indomitable spirit
and a history that refused to be eroded by time or circumstance. Henry's protests, steeped in desperation and
disbelief, are met with Addie's resolute serenity, a testament to her acceptance of their inevitable parting.

Addie imparts a poignant truth to Henry, suggesting their farewell as a twisted gratitude for the visibility and
affection he gifted her, urging him to embrace vulnerability and authenticity in seeking connections that truly
recognize him. The conversation, heavy with unspoken weight, veers into the realms of love, loss, and the
transient nature of existence. Addie's words hover between wisdom and melancholy, urging Henry to savor
the fleeting beauty of life while gently steering him towards a path of self-discovery and genuine living.

In their final moments together, the physical and emotional distance between them widens, with Addie
beseeching Henry to hold onto the memory of their connection, her presence slowly dissolving into the
tempest that surrounds them. Henry's desperate attempt to cling to her, to promise her anything, ends in a
poignant realization of her absence. She vanishes, leaving him adrift in a sea of darkness, the vividness of
their encounter fading into the night, leaving Henry with nothing but the echo of a promise and the stinging
clarity of loss.

This chapter is a vivid reflection of the complexities of human connection, explored against the backdrop of a
stormy New York City night, encapsulating themes of love, letting go, and the search for meaning amidst the
ephemeral nature of life.

Chapter VII

will lose more than you can comprehend.”

Adeline steps back, out of the shadow’s reach, feeling both the chill and challenge in his words. But her
resolve is ironclad, her spirit unyielding. She knows the cost of her immortality, the solitude it demands, the
memories it steals from those she meets. But she also knows its gifts—the endless tapestry of experiences,



the countless dawns and dusks, the constancy of change and the thrill of the unknown.

With a final look, a defiance that speaks louder than any words, Addie turns to the dilapidated house, her
temporary shelter in a world that forgets her as soon as she steps away. She feels the shadow's gaze linger on
her back, an unseen mark that neither time nor distance can erase. Yet she steps forward, undeterred, for she
carries within her the unquenchable desire to live, to see, to experience. To turn the curse of her forgotten
existence into a journey of endless discovery.

The Paris streets lie behind her, a tableau of shadow and light under the moon’s watchful eye. Each step
carries her further from the dark figure who gave her this eternal life, yet every heartbeat draws her closer to
the countless wonders yet to be seen. In the solitude of her existence, Addie finds strength, crafting a life not
defined by the memories she leaves behind, but by the moments she seizes with both hands.

The night embraces her, the city’s heartbeat a distant lullaby, and Addie, immortal and invisible, steps into
the darkness, her spirit as indomitable as ever. She knows the road ahead is fraught with loss and loneliness,
but also filled with beauty and wonder. And so she walks on, a specter in silk, a shadow in the sun, forever
chasing the next horizon.

Chapter IV

In the heart of Paris, July 29, 1724, Remy Laurent and Adeline (Addie) share a day filled with laughter and
camaraderie as they meander through Montmartre, engaging in playful banter with locals and savoring
moments on the Sacré Coeur steps. Remy, with his golden hair and youthful exuberance, presents a stark
contrast to Addie's other companions, embodying a radiant simplicity and realness that captivates her. In an
intimate exchange, Addie, reluctantly adopting the name "Anna" due to her inability to reveal her true
identity, shares a veiled version of her journey—a narrative of escape and freedom that draws admiration
from Remy for her perceived courage.

As dusk gives way to night, their connection deepens, and Remy's offer to escort Addie home evolves into a
mutual decision to extend their time together. This leads them to Remy's residence, where the anticipation of
intimacy replaces the joviality of their earlier interactions. Their encounter, marked by tenderness and mutual
desire, diverges from Addie's past experiences, offering her a moment of genuine connection and pleasure
untainted by obligations or the stark reality of her curse.

The morning after reveals the cruel twist of Addie's existence. Remy, devoid of the memories of their
heartfelt encounters, regards her as a stranger, undoing the intimacy they shared with a misplaced gesture of
payment. Heartbroken and disillusioned, Addie departs with a keepsake of their night together—a book by
Voltaire—leaving behind a moment in time where she nearly forgot her cursed reality. This chapter
intricately explores themes of transient connections, the poignant search for identity and belonging, and the
harsh return to solitude that defines Addie's eternal wanderings.

Chapter III

Chicago, Illinois, July 29, 1928, finds Addie reveling in the liberty and secrecy of a speakeasy, a hidden bar
flourishing in defiance of Prohibition. Embraced by the dim light of a stained-glass angel, Addie loses herself
in the fervor of jazz and dance, a freedom punctuated by the solitary weight of a wooden ring, a tangible
reminder of a pact, worn close on a silver cord. This ring is her anchor, a relentless presence, and a symbol of
a fourteen-year-long defiance against yielding to its temptation and calling back its giver—the mysterious
Luc.



Torn between a desire for surrender and a stubborn resolve to resist, Addie muses over her long-standing
battle with Luc, a dance of wills spanning over a decade. Her contemplation coincides with a peculiar
encounter at the bar, where a distinctive drink, a Champagne glass adorned with a candied rose petal, bridges
the gap between her solitude and the presence of Luc himself. He, with eyes framed in foliage, hints at a
deliberate convergence, a magnetic draw that she begins to acknowledge.

As she settles into the velvet embrace of the booth opposite Luc, their banter reveals a complex relationship
of wits and longing. Despite Luc's indirect claim on the speakeasy, suggesting a strategic play to lure her in,
Addie insists her presence is mere coincidence, not a capitulation to her desires or their shared history.
However, Luc's insight into Addie's heart contradicts her defiance, suggesting an intimacy and understanding
beyond her admission.

Their exchange, layered with seduction and resistance, unearths the essence of their bond. Addie, despite
Luc's assertion, clings to her humanity, even as he outlines the ways in which she transcends it—unable to
live, love, or belong like those around her. Luc's closeness, both physically and emotionally, not only
highlights their deep connection but also underscores Addie's struggle to maintain her identity amid the
supernatural nature of their relationship.

In this chapter, the allure of the forbidden, the dance between power and surrender, and the nuances of an
eternal struggle are woven into the fabric of a Prohibition-era Chicago night. Addie's defiance against the
inevitable and her pursuit of autonomy within the shadows of her choices encapsulate a moment of
introspection and confrontation in a life unmoored from time.

Chapter VIII

In New York City, on a beautiful spring evening of April 25, 2014, in Prospect Park, Addie LaRue and
Henry enjoy a charity concert where the community participates in an open-mic styled event. As they watch,
they discuss Addie's unique memory, which is unaffected by time, allowing her to recall every moment of her
extensive life vividly, unlike Henry who finds the concept overwhelming. Addie confesses to a past madness
due to her long life but says she has come to terms with it.

The event they're attending lets attendees perform for a charitable cause, with audience members given
numbered cards to rate performances. Henry, sympathetic towards the performers, generously gives high
scores, while Addie's ratings are more critical, reflecting on her centuries of experience. Their exchange
showcases their differing perspectives, not just on talent but on life.

As they lay together, enjoying the rare quiet of shared space, Addie reflects on her connection with Henry.
Unlike her past, where she inspired artists while remaining a ghost to them, with Henry, she shares her
stories, her truths, fragment by fragment, as part of their everyday lives. Her narrative unfolds in pieces, a
reflection of their growing intimacy and understanding.

This vivid depiction paints a scene of two people finding solace and understanding in one another,
contrasting the mundanity of a charity event with the depth of their burgeoning relationship. Through shared
experiences and quiet moments, they navigate the complexities of their existences, finding common ground
in their differences. The chapter beautifully captures the essence of connection, memory, and the art of living
through storytelling.

Chapter XIV



In Brooklyn, amidst its plethora of coffee shops, Henry encounters an unwelcome blast from his romantic
past. He's been avoiding Roast—the scene of the so-called "Great Fire of 2013," a nickname given by Robbie
to the dramatic breakup with Vanessa. Ordering a latte from Patrick, a straightforward barista with a neutral
demeanor, Henry's sense of normalcy is shattered by the familiar voice of Tabitha. The mere mention of his
name in her tone sends him spiraling back to a painful rejection.

Facing her for the first time since their breakup, Henry notes the subtle changes in Tabitha—her longer hair,
the maturity in her poise reminiscent of a dancer's grace. Despite his desire to retreat, he finds himself
physically unable to move away, entrapped not just by the situation but by the memories of what they once
shared. Tabitha’s smile, once a treasured reward, now seems freely offered, yet it's enveloped in a
melancholy veil, hinting at what was lost.

“I’ve missed you,” Tabitha confesses, a sentiment echoed sincerely by Henry. Their brief exchange
underscores a mutual nostalgia for the shared past, juxtaposed against the current backdrop of their separate
lives. This encounter, laden with unresolved feelings and unspoken regrets, highlights a poignant moment of
reconnection and reflection amidst the hustle of New York City life.

Chapter IX

In the bustling heart of New York City on March 18, 2014, a revelation unfolds in the midst of an ordinary
day. Henry, captured by a sudden epiphany, finds the pieces of a puzzle falling into place. The memory of
Bea's quest for a new thesis, a minor detail in a tumultuous period, resurfaces with clarity. It is Addie, the girl
depicted in various pieces of art, who accompanies him, her expression one of unfettered delight as they
navigate the streets towards the High Line.

A pause in a crosswalk, prompted by Henry's realization, marks a moment of connection. "It was you," he
declares, to which Addie responds with a radiant smile, affirming her identity as the muse behind the
creations. Their brief interruption by the hustle of city life does little to dampen the unfolding revelation. As
they ascend the iron staircase, the conversation deepens. Addie recounts her unknowing participation in the
creation of another artwork, her presence captured by an artist while she sat on a beach, oblivious to the
outcome of his endeavor.

Henry grapples with the complexity of Addie's existence—a being who leaves no physical mark nor retains
memories in the minds of others, yet profoundly impacts the realm of art. Art, to Addie, represents the realm
of ideas, unbounded and resilient, flourishing in defiance of her curse. She admits to the limitations her curse
imposes on her—her inability to interact with conventional means of creation and memory—yet she
cherishes the freedom found within artistic expression.

The dialogue momentarily shifts to the constraints of her curse, specifically the inability to be captured by
photographs or film, casting a shadow over the conversation. However, Addie's resilience shines through as
she, with a mixture of defiance and joy, embraces the limitations and focuses on the spaces where her
influence can still be felt. Her story, shared with Henry, is one of resilience and the immutable power of art to
transcend the physical and the temporal, capturing the essence of an eternal muse navigating the complexities
of existence and perception.

Chapter V

Addie leads Henry into the depths of New York City's hidden night scene, arriving at the clandestine venue
known as the Fourth Rail after whispering a code word to a doorkeeper. The club, discovered by Addie



during one of her explorations, is entrenched within one of the city's many secret tunnels, embodying the
pulse and enigma that she finds so intoxicating about urban exploration. Their journey beneath the city streets
unravels like a descent into another world—dark, pulsating, and electric with energy. The Fourth Rail itself is
a revelation to Henry, a haven of music and anonymity where the present overlaps with countless memories
of Addie's past adventures across the globe.

The atmosphere inside the club is visceral and alive, thrumming with the energy of the bass and crowd, lit
only by sporadic spotlights that dissect the darkness. A performance by a striking singer captures Addie's
imagination, while Henry is enveloped by the sheer force of the music and setting. Their night is charged
with the raw vitality of youth, mystery, and fleeting connections—a stark contrast to historical haunts and
memories Addie carries with her. Amidst the revelry, a silent exchange between Henry and the bartender
signifies an anonymous camaraderie, typical of the night's ephemeral relationships.

As they leave the underground party, they are greeted by a sudden thunderstorm, which soaks them but
somehow seals the night's experiences as something pure and revitalizing. The sight of Henry in such a
human, unguarded moment is a stark departure from Addie's past, marked by the specter of someone named
Luc—a presence her mind longs to forget, if only for the night. This desire to be firmly in the present propels
Addie and Henry closer, culminating in a moment of passion that reaffirms their existences in the here and
now. Despite the night's magical departure from reality, Addie's plea for Henry to not forget her hints at a
deeper, more persistent fear of impermanence and loss—a stark reminder of the fragility of human
connection against the backdrop of time.

Chapter VIII

In the vibrant food truck scene along Flatbush, Addie and Henry enjoy their night, entwined in the simple yet
profound pleasures of good food and warm company. Amidst the bustling lines for diverse cuisines, Addie
finds herself reveling in the delight of flavors, a change from centuries of eating merely to fend off hunger.
The conversation flows smoothly until a moment of emotional connection glimpsed between Henry and a
food truck worker raises unvoiced questions in Addie’s mind. She observes, reflecting on her long journey
through time, how fleeting moments of happiness and contentment are, yet how intensely she cherishes them.

The duo's adventure takes a whimsical turn as they venture to procure dessert from a French bakery owned
by Michel, a friend of Addie's acquaintance, Delphine. Here, the boundaries of New York fade, and a piece
of Paris, encapsulated in the aroma of fresh pastry, envelops Addie, evoking a sense of homecoming through
the familiar embrace of the French language. Michel’s warm hospitality, refusing payment for the pastries,
reinforces the night's magical quality.

As they prepare to join Bea’s dinner party, Henry opens up about his past, hinting at a tale of lost love with a
woman named Tabitha, yet clearly holding back the depths of his story. Addie, resonating with the pain of
hidden scars and secrets, anticipates the evening ahead with a mix of hope and apprehension. Upon arrival,
Addie is struck by the complexity of Henry’s social circle and the potential for an evening of new
connections, despite the looming shadows of their unspoken truths.

At Bea's, introductions unfold with a mix of the familiar and the new. Bea's playful acknowledgment of a
previous encounter with Addie hints at a deeper recognition, stirring the air with intrigue. The arrival of
Robbie, a link to Henry’s past, injects a tense undercurrent, as his reaction to Addie implies both curiosity
and rivalry. Yet, as the circle welcomes her, the narrative weaves a tapestry of interpersonal dynamics,
marked by the nuanced dance of friendships, past loves, and the silent threads of secrets yet to unravel.
Through it all, Addie stands on the brink of something timeless yet transient, a reminder of her eternal
journey through the fleeting moments of human connection.

Chapter XVI



New York City
December 9, 2013
XVI

Henry feels like an outsider, both at home and now, as he returns to his campus, an environment that never
felt like home to him. The fear of disappointment has always loomed over him, and it's the same feeling he
carries into the dean's office, where a surprising opportunity awaits. Three years prior, Dean Melrose had
almost expelled him. Now, he's offering Henry a tenure position in the theology school, a chance that comes
once in a lifetime for many. This offer throws Henry into introspection about what he truly desires, a
question he's been unable to answer since his school days.

Initially buoyed by the joy of learning, Henry's academic journey became daunting as it demanded concrete
decisions about his future. Teaching seemed like a pathway to continue his passion for learning, but doubts
about his qualifications and beliefs cloud his excitement. Henry admits to the dean he doesn't "believe in
God," a revelation that doesn't deter the dean, who values academic dissent over religious faith. However,
Henry struggles with the idea of fitting into an expectation, of being seen through a lens of what others want
him to be, rather than who he truly is.

Leaving the dean's office, Henry grapples with the reality of the offer and his place in the world. He ponders
over it as he returns to his routine, feeling the weight of expectations and the yearning for authenticity. The
bottle of whisky and the non-judgmental perceptions of those around him only add to his sense of alienation.
Henry is trapped in a cycle of expectations and lies, from minor flatteries to significant life choices,
illustrating the emptiness of fitting into a molded identity that doesn't align with one's true self. The chapter
reflects Henry's internal conflict with societal roles and expectations, juxtaposing his personal truth against
the backdrop of a world eager to see him through their lens, a theme that resonates deeply in the narrative.

Chapter VII

New York City, on a dusk evening in September, finds Henry wandering the streets alone, lost in thoughts of
loneliness and the remnants of a relationship left in the clutter of his apartment. Amidst the whispers of a city
that never sleeps, he finds himself yearning for a companion, perhaps a cat, something to return home to
other than the silent echoes of an empty space. His apartment, still echoing the presence of Tabitha, is a
battlefield of memories—photos, books, and personal items that scream of the past they shared. In a moment
of clarity, or perhaps desperation, Henry decides to purge these remnants, attempting to unchain his heart
from the shadows of what was, only to find himself sinking deeper into a solitude that wraps around him like
a cold mist.

Seeking refuge, or maybe escape, Henry gravitates towards The Merchant, a local haunt where the familiarity
of the crowd and the clink of glasses offer a temporary salve to his aching soul. Here, amongst the buzz of
conversations and the laughter of strangers, he attempts to drown his sorrows in tequila, the company of the
bartender, Mark, offering a fleeting connection in the sea of faces. It's in this haze of alcohol and ambient
noise that he encounters fleeting moments of connection—a girl with a magnetic pull, albeit momentarily
before she's whisked away, and others who seem drawn to him, offering compliments, invitations, and
desires.

Yet, beneath the surface of these interactions lies a mysterious allure, an unexplained magnetism that Henry
can't help but notice—a light in people's eyes, a warmth in their approach that's foreign to him. As the night
spirals, Henry's reality blurs with the introduction of a drug, pushing him further into an abyss of sensory
overload, where the line between desire and reality fades. It's not just a struggle with loneliness or the
remnants of a broken heart; it's a quest for something more profound, a search for meaning in the chaos of



New York's nightlife.

Through encounters that range from the intoxicating to the surreal, Henry is led on a journey of self-
discovery and confrontation with his desires, culminating in a mysterious meeting with Lucia and Benji, who
seem to have been searching for him. The chapter weaves a tapestry of urban loneliness, the search for
connection, and the allure of the unknown, leaving Henry—and the reader—on the threshold of an intriguing
mystery, one that promises to delve deep into the heart of human longing and the enigma of attraction.

Chapter VI

Artifact is a new pop-up art installation in SoHo, emphasizing the transient nature of beauty through
interactive displays and performances. Bea, having embraced New York’s vibrant art scene, was there for an
exclusive preview. Her excitement is palpable, yet Henry finds it difficult to share her enthusiasm,
preoccupied with the somber undertones of his and Addie’s existence.

The conversation shifts as Bea presses Henry about his avoidance of Robbie. The mention of his name
tightens the air: Robbie, Henry's old friend, whose recent actions have strained their bond. Despite his
attempts to explain, his reasons sound hollow, even to his own ears. Bea listens, her silence heavy, before she
skillfully steers the topic away from discomfort, showcasing her knack for navigating the delicate balance of
their social dynamics.

Addie, meanwhile, remains an enigma to Bea. The brief interaction between them, laden with unrecognizable
familiarity, adds a layer of intrigue. Addie's presence, both alluring and out of place, stirs an undercurrent of
curiosity in Bea, who senses something unusual but can't quite place it. Her remark about Addie's "timeless
face" lingers, hinting at deeper connections yet to be revealed.

The chapter weaves through these interpersonal tensions and brief encounters, presenting New York City as a
backdrop full of potential and mystery. Amidst this, Henry's internal struggle with his feelings towards
Robbie and Bea, and the inexplicable draw towards Addie, paints a portrait of a man caught between
different worlds: the transient and the eternal, the straightforward and the unexplainable. Each interaction,
whether with Bea or Addie, subtly shifts his perspective, prompting him to question his place within this
intricately connected web of relationships and the broader tapestry of time and memory in the city that never
sleeps.

Chapter IV

On a late July evening in New York City, Addie awakens in a subway car, comforted by Henry beside her.
They've just returned from a day out and decide to spend their few remaining hours together, hesitantly
clinging to each other amidst Addie's deeper anxieties of waiting for someone she yearns for from her past.
Despite Henry preparing to leave for the night, Addie convinces him to stay, leading them to visit a local bar
named the Merchant to extend their seamless day into the night.

At the Merchant, they playfully declare they're celebrating their "three hundred" anniversary, indulging in the
disoriented, dreamlike state brought on by their long day in the sun. The emphasis on their shared new
experiences, like dancing and enjoying the night, underscores both the beauty and the transient nature of their
connection. However, this seamless evening takes a dramatic turn when an unexpected gift – a glass of
Champagne intended for Addie, accompanied by a note in French – signals the intrusion of someone from
Addie's distant past.



Panic ensues as the bar halts to a surreal standstill, with every patron frozen in time except for Addie, Henry,
and the arrival of Luc, a figure from Addie's past who appears unaffected by the passage of decades. Luc's
casual demeanor and his cryptic remarks hint at a complex and tragic history with Addie, suggesting a
supernatural influence over her life and her connections with others, including Henry. As Luc's attention
turns to Henry, the interaction suggests a tense triangle fraught with deals made, desires manipulated, and
time itself being a weapon of control and conflict.

This chapter combines elements of romance, mystery, and the supernatural, setting the stage for a narrative
deeply rooted in personal history, timeless connections, and the struggles of maintaining agency over one's
fate and relationships. The serene, ephemeral quality of Addie's time with Henry contrasts sharply with the
dark, looming presence of Luc, encapsulating a moment that blurs the lines between day and night, past and
present, freedom and fate.

Part Seven: I Remember You

I'm ready to assist you. Please upload the chapter for me to proceed.

Chapter XIII

In Paris, France, on July 29, 1720, Addie prepares a modest yet heartfelt dinner in a reclaimed attic space she
proudly calls her own. After enduring struggles and employing no magic save for a curse, she has scrounged
up a simple meal of warm bread, cheese, pork terrine, and wine to enjoy. The room, located atop a
dilapidated building, serves as a sanctuary from her nomadic and cursed existence, boasting a bed, a chest of
stolen clothes, and trinkets collected over time. This setup is not just for her but as a defiant gesture towards
Luc, a dark entity she has a complicated relationship with. She drapes herself in russet silk and rehearses
sharp retorts for their anticipated encounter, marking an anniversary of their ongoing battle of wits and wills.

Addie waits through the night, her anticipation turning into realization that Luc will not come. The
significance of their anniversary—a marker of another year under the curse without his visit—hits her hard.
His absence shatters her expectations and the little hope she harbored, highlighting her loneliness and the
cruel reality of her situation. The room, once a site of resistance and personal agency, suddenly embodies her
despair and isolation.

In a fit of anger and disappointment, Addie destroys the dinner setup, ripping apart her silk dress and
smashing the wine bottle against the wall. However, her supernatural inability to leave lasting marks of her
distress—her cuts heal instantly, and the shattered glass reassembles—underscores her powerlessness. Her
outburst turns into a scream of frustration at Luc, herself, and her curse—the sting of immortality and the
pain of eternal loneliness.

The chapter concludes with Addie on the floor among the remnants of her celebration, contemplating the
years to come filled with solitude. The mention of the sea and Luc’s haunting words about the erosion of
rocks serves as a metaphor for her eroding hope and the relentless passage of time she is doomed to endure
under the curse.

Chapter IV

Paris, France, July 29, 1715, emerges as a scene where the protagonist, Addie, navigates the complexities of
her existence. Far removed from the idylls of dreamers, she has learned to adapt and survive, her spirit honed



from artist to survivor. On this particular evening, Addie finds herself employing her wits to handle the
advances of a man she's enticed into a rented room, using wine laced with a drug to stave off his unwanted
attentions. As the man succumbs to the effects of the potion, Addie reflects on the year that has passed—a
year since she defied the traditional path set before her by escaping marriage, venturing into unknown woods,
and ultimately trading her soul for a cursed form of freedom.

This freedom, however, comes at a grave cost. Addie lives each day ensnared within the confines of a curse
that grants her eternal existence without the ability to leave any lasting impression on the world or its people.
Objects, memories, and even the man lying unconscious on the floor beside her, remain untouched by her
presence, as she is doomed to be forgotten by those she encounters, immediately, endlessly.

In this chapter, the narrative delves deeply into Addie's struggles and the ironic nature of her 'freedom'.
Bound by the arcane terms of her deal, she cannot wither, starve, or die, yet she cannot truly live, her every
moment pressed into the solitude of her own memory. She maneuvers within her constraints, discovering
loopholes such as how to indirectly influence her surroundings without breaching the curse's terms.

The arrival of a mysterious figure, identified only as 'the darkness', marks a pivotal moment. This entity, the
grantor of Addie's curse, emerges from the shadows, embodying both a familiar temptation and a haunting
reminder of her fateful choice. Their interaction is charged with tension, Addie's rebellious spirit clashing
against his amusement at her predicament. He reminds her of the exact words which sealed her fate,
suggesting that her wish for freedom was granted, though not in the way she'd hoped.

This confrontation forces Addie to confront the reality of her existence and the choices that led her to this
eternal, liminal space. The dialogue between Addie and the darkness probes the themes of desire,
consequence, and the ambiguous nature of freedom, setting the stage for further exploration of Addie's cursed
life. Through sharp character interactions and reflective narrative passages, the chapter skilfully portrays
Addie's fierce determination to find autonomy within her unyielding circumstances, hinting at the deep
reservoirs of strength and cunning she must draw upon to navigate a world that cannot hold her.

Chapter IV

In the heart of New York City, on March 18, 2014, Henry finds himself captivated by Addie, a woman whose
presence is undeniably magnetic. Within the confines of his bookstore, Addie transforms into more than just
another soul; she embodies stories, laughter, and an indefinable warmth that lights up the room. Her self-
appointment to restocking and reshelving books brings a new life to the space, as she shares tales of her
experiences, touching upon her encounters with famous writers and her profound connection with literature.

Despite referring to herself as a ghost, Addie is anything but invisible to Henry. Her movements among the
bookshelves, her quicksilver smiles, and the depth of her gaze make it impossible for him to look away. Her
stories, flavored with hints of sorrow and longing, reveal a woman who has lived through countless stories,
each book whispering a part of her journey.

Their interactions, punctuated by the curious affection of Book, the cat, and the exchange of heartfelt glances,
hint at an understanding that transcends the usual customer-worker dynamic. Addie, with her clear, brown
eyes, becomes a beacon for Henry, brightening his world with her smile and casting it into shadows with her
absence.

Henry's own passion comes to light during a conversation about photography, revealing his talent and the
bittersweet realization that photographs, much like moments, are mere fragments of truth, shaped by the lens
through which they are captured. He reflects on the deceptive nature of happiness in photographs, the fleeting
moments they represent, and how, despite his love for the art, he ceased pursuing photography, feeling as if
he had fallen too far behind to ever catch up.



This chapter not only delves into the complexities of memory, perception, and the art of capturing moments
but also illustrates how two souls, seemingly adrift, find anchorage in each other's stories. Addie and Henry's
burgeoning rapport, set against the backdrop of a quaint New York bookstore, is a testament to the enduring
power of connection, the beauty of shared experiences, and the timeless quest for understanding in a world
that often feels transient and elusive.

Chapter XV

In the serene silence of The Cotswolds, England, on the eve of the 20th century, Addie finds herself
enveloped in the tranquility of a snow-covered landscape. Unlike her previous years spent in celebration
amidst the vibrant festivities of cities like London, Edinburgh, Paris, and Amsterdam, this time she chooses
the solitude of a cottage that, though not hers by ownership, feels like a temporary haven she has carved out
for herself. Having adapted to its meager comforts over the seasons, she looks out at the freshly fallen snow,
its untouched expanse tempting her outside.

Wrapped in her cloak, she steps into the night, her presence barely disturbing the pristine snow. Reminiscing
about a childhood memory of snow in Villon, she marvels at the unchanged purity of the landscape around
her, despite her interactions with it—unlike the transient snow of her youth. The snow invites her to
temporarily abandon the weight of her years, engaging in the simple joy of her surroundings until a misstep
sends her tumbling, laughter giving way to a contemplative stillness under the quiet night sky.

Her solitude is interrupted by the unexpected arrival of Luc, who finds her lying in the snow. His presence, a
mix of the familiar and the inscrutable, prompts a brief exchange that leads them back into the warmth of the
cottage, where his effortless magic rekindles the fire. Their conversation, veiled in the complexities of their
long acquaintance, reflects a certain resigned familiarity between them. Luc’s reminder of the vibrant life
outside this secluded existence prompts Addie to assert her independence, choosing the contentment of her
current solitude over the potential thrill of accompanying him.

Despite her refusal, Luc stays, transforming their interaction into a moment of shared history and speculative
futures. As they converse by the fire, Addie finds herself momentarily content to simply listen, letting the
lure of Luc’s tales of a world beyond her seclusion wash over her. This peaceful interlude is fleeting, and
upon waking alone, Addie is left to ponder the reality of Luc’s visitation, with the renewed blanket of snow
outside offering no answers.

Their night together, a pause in the flow of eternity, encompasses both the timeless dance of their relationship
and the transient nature of human experience, encapsulated in a single, snowy evening as one century yields
to the next.

Chapter VI

On the night of July 29, 1724, in Paris, Addie strides through the city, engulfed in emotional turmoil and
loneliness, seeking solace in the movement through the quiet streets. The warmth of the summer night and
the privacy of her sorrow form the backdrop as she wanders aimlessly, not towards any known shelter but
away from the stagnation of her thoughts. As she walks, she becomes aware of a presence accompanying her,
a figure matching her step for step with a demeanor of elegance and an air of familiarity—it is Luc, a godlike
entity, the one being who remembers her existence amidst the curse that makes her forgotten by all others.

Luc's unexpected appearance after four years interrupts Addie's solitude, stirring a complex mix of relief and
resentment within her. Despite her disdain for this entity who has condemned her to eternal loneliness, his
presence momentarily fills the void of being perpetually unremembered. Their conversation reveals their



contentious relationship, with Luc taking delight in Addie's visible turmoil and discomfort. The god's absence
had been deliberate, a test of endurance and devotion for Addie, yet she confronts him with a facade of
indifference, denying any impact his absence had on her resilience or determination.

Luc's comments about her attire and reference to a significant night four years prior trigger a wave of
emotions in Addie, from shame to deep-seated hatred. Yet, despite her loathing, she cleverly masks her
vulnerability with defiance, asserting her independence from his influence and surveillance.

The encounter escalates as Luc subtly threatens to cease his visits, hinting at a future where Addie is left
utterly alone, without even the sporadic acknowledgment of her existence by him. This notion chills Addie to
the core, yet she counters his menace with a measured response, clinging to the slim hope that her soul
remains beyond his reach. Luc's final proposition, a sinister offer to end her cursed existence in exchange for
her soul, brings Addie to the brink of a decision laced with desperation and defiance.

This chapter paints a vivid picture of Addie's struggle with her curse, her complex relationship with Luc, and
the enduring human quest for recognition, connection, and autonomy against the backdrop of eternal solitude.
It highlights themes of memory, identity, and the intricate dance between power and vulnerability within
interpersonal dynamics.

Chapter III

Paris, enveloped in summer’s oppressive heat, teems with life and disparity. In this bustling, yet unevenly
divided city of 1714, Adeline LaRue finds herself. Dreaming of the refined Paris that would come to be under
Haussman’s renovation, she navigates the stark contrasts of wealthy grandeur and squalid poverty. Addie,
with just four copper sols to her name, seeks shelter for the night, a task proving both demeaning and
difficult. From one lodging house to another, she faces rejection—too poor, too female, too alone—until an
older woman begrudgingly offers her a small, grimy room for three sols, without receipt.

That night, the crux of Addie's predicament becomes clear; despite payment and promises, she wakes to
disbelief and anger from the house matron who doesn't remember her. Cast out with nowhere to go, she finds
herself owning nothing more than a broken wooden bird and the ever-present cloak of invisibility that her
deal with the darkness has cloaked her in. Paris, with its vibrant life and merciless indifference, becomes a
relentless maze.

She attempts to find sustenance and purpose in the relentless cycle of day and night, learning the hard truths
of survival through cunning and theft. A clumsy theft attempt leaves her with a scrap of bread for her last
coin, an expensive reminder of her vulnerability. Addie grapples with the harsh reality of her existence, the
physical pangs of hunger battling with the resilience of her spirit.

Seeking solace or perhaps penance, she turns to a church, only to be turned away, a testament to her
invisibility even in places of sanctuary. Her desperation drives her to the docks, where the grim reality of her
situation leads to a harrowing encounter that costs her last shard of innocence for a few cold coins; a
transaction of flesh that marks her lowest point.

The narrative then delves into Addie’s profound isolation and adaptability, her struggles to find joy in small
thefts and fleeting victories amid the backdrop of a city both cruel and magnificent. Her journey is a
relentless bout with despair, a test of her endurance against the backdrop of Paris’s unforgiving winters and
the indifference of its inhabitants.

Yet, as Addie carves out a semblance of existence in this harsh landscape, there's a resilience that emerges, a
refusal to be consumed by the darkness she bargained with. Her interaction with Paris evolves into a dance of
survival and defiance, marking the beginning of centuries-long adaptation and existence, underscored by an



unyielding determination to make her mark, to be seen in a world that continuously overlooks her.

Through detailed recounting of Addie's experiences—her initial awe of Paris, followed by the stark reality of
its streets, and her eventual adaptation to its rhythm—the chapter paints a vivid tableau of life in the early
18th century. From the sweeping changes soon to transform Paris to the deeply personal struggle of one
woman’s attempt to carve out a life in its shadows, the narrative weaves a story of resilience, loss, and the
enduring pursuit of existence on one's own terms.

Chapter II

In the early hours of a cold morning in New York City, Addie finds herself gazing out of the window,
wrapped in the comforting aroma and warmth of a Columbia sweatshirt belonging to Henry, a man whose
presence makes the shadows of her heart light up with a mixture of familiarity and peculiar novelty. As dawn
pours over Brooklyn, she retreats from the chilly glass to the warmth of the bedroom where Henry sleeps. His
peaceful demeanor conjures up memories of Luc, yet the comparison flickers, leaving Henry distinct in his
essence—an image of tranquility and unknowing familiarity.

Resisting the impulse to delve deeper into the mysteries that Henry's belongings might reveal about him,
namely a watch inscribed with the words "Live well," Addie chooses instead the simplicity of rejoining him
in bed. Their morning exchange—soft, cozy, and filled with the unspoken understanding of shared temporary
space—hints at an evolving connection. Henry's inquiry about Addie's living situation uncovers the nomadic
essence of her life; she possesses nothing permanent in a city replete with fleeting refuges.

Henry's spontaneous offer for Addie to stay not just for the moment but potentially longer sparks a mixture of
emotions and practical considerations. His gesture of making space for her belongings, despite her
minimalistic existence cursed by an inability to retain physical connections, signifies a deeper acceptance and
an opening towards a shared future, however uncertain. This gesture, simple yet profound, speaks to the
human desire for belonging and the willingness to make room for others, even when their stories are yet to be
fully disclosed. It signifies a gentle breaking of barriers where Addie's rootless existence meets Henry's open-
hearted offer of stability, a moment that encapsulates both the fragility and the depth of human connections,
making room for new beginnings amidst the complexities of loss and the undying hope for attachment.
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