
The Bombardment

In the chapter, the narrative oscillates between the visions of war and the serene yet tense atmosphere of a
city under bombardment, capturing the contrasts of human experience during conflict. The scene opens with
a vigorous invocation of the fervor and unity of men from diverse professions – bankers, butchers,
shopkeepers, painters, and farmers – as they converge into a singular force out of a shared aspiration for
peace. This collective yearning for the cessation of war is symbolized by the destruction of a sword, breaking
into a "million dying stars," emphasizing the ultimate aim of their struggle: to establish lasting peace through
the ordeal of conflict. Their disdain for war and its instruments is poetically contrasted with their readiness to
endure it for the higher purpose of peace, marking a poignant reflection on the paradox of war.

Subsequently, the narrative shifts to "The Bombardment," depicting a city silently enduring a persistent
rainfall, mingling with the sporadic echoes of explosions – a metaphoric blend of natural calmness and
human-made chaos. The desolation of the city, emphasized by the empty Cathedral square and the poignant
description of rain interacting with the city's architecture, conveys a sense of suspended time, awaiting the
inevitable violence. This scene of anticipation is abruptly broken by the sound of bombings, disrupting not
just the physical environment but also the psychological state of its inhabitants. Inside a room, the stark
contrast between the inner warmth and the external turmoil is depicted. An old lady and her companion,
Victor, are briefly introduced, highlighting the personal impact of the bombardment through the breaking of a
cherished bohemian glass – a symbol of fragility amidst chaos.

The dual narrative threads of this chapter serve to illustrate the dichotomy between the collective human
spirit's struggle against the scourge of war and the intimate moments of vulnerability experienced in solitude,
underlining the broader theme of resilience and the yearning for peace amidst devastation.


