
Thank You!

In the memoir "Thank You!, Be Ready When the Luck Happens," the author expresses profound gratitude to
the numerous individuals who contributed to the development of the narrative. A special mention is made of
Deborah Davis, who has played multiple roles, including that of a collaborator, therapist, and researcher,
catalyzing the journey of writing this memoir that began with initial skepticism. The author acknowledges
support from David Drake at Crown, editor Gillian Blake, and their agent, Esther Newberg, alongside
speaking agent Steven Barclay for their persistent belief and care throughout the creative process.

The author recalls reconnecting with cherished friends from high school, including James Lapine, Janet
Sloatman Files, Wendy Herlands Barensfeld, and Christine “Buzzy” Bruckner, after many years apart. They
contributed memories that reignited fond recollections of past experiences. Other contributors mentioned are
Sarah Esterling, Lee Esterling, Shawn Warren, Martine Sharp, Bettina Thompson Stern, T. R. Pescod, Hunt
MacWilliams, and Tedd Libath, who shared stories that reflect the dynamic history of the Barefoot Contessa
and evoke memories of the lively beginnings of the author's career.

Acknowledgments extend to Frank Newbold, Susan Newbold, Carolyn Kastner, and Claire Roth, who
reminisced about good times along with the late Dick Erb, recognized for his influence on the author's
culinary style. The author expresses appreciation for the memories shared by Chip Gibson, the first publisher,
along with Pam Krauss and others who lent steady support throughout the cookbook writing journey.

Longtime collaborators Barbara Libath and Suzanna Giuliano are celebrated for their partnership in building
the business, along with Cindy Massey, Lidey Heuck, Kristina Felix-Ibarra, Rose Brown, and Mica Bahn,
who all contributed creativity and inspiration, making the work environment enjoyable.

A significant revelation from this writing process was the reconnection with the author's brother, Ken.
Surprising similarities emerged in their childhood memories, leading to a better understanding of their shared
past. Lastly, the author expresses immense gratitude to Jeffrey, whose unwavering belief and support have
been a cornerstone in realizing their dreams and achieving success.


