
Resilience

In January 1860, despite the recent raid led by Brown and the ensuing chaos, the slave trade remained robust.
Prices for enslaved individuals were surging; Hector Davis, a trader from Richmond, noted the prosperity of
the market, declaring it “very brisk indeed.” He remarked that the price of young men had reached
unprecedented heights.

Meanwhile, in Charleston, Ryan’s Mart was bustling with activity, hosting numerous slave auctions
throughout the month. A staggering total of 658 enslaved Black men, women, and children were put up for
sale, which included vulnerable infants and toddlers. Among these was a poignant case of a three-year-old
boy named Little Joe.

The market's vitality during this period starkly contrasted with the disturbing realities faced by those sold into
slavery. These auctions did not just represent a financial transaction; they also signified the dismantling of
families and the cruel fate of the individuals involved. The stark description of young children, like Little
Joe, highlights the inhumane aspects of the trade and the pressing social issues that surrounded it.

This atmosphere of resilience within the trade, despite the moral decay associated with slavery, underscores a
significant chapter in American history. The apparent disregard for human life and the normalization of such
practices illustrated the complex interplay of economic interests and human rights during this tumultuous era.
The persistence of this market even in the face of upheaval speaks to the entrenched nature of slavery in
Southern society.

Thus, while Brown’s raid may have momentarily shook the foundations of the slave trade, it was ultimately
the indomitable profits and the cultural acceptance of slavery that allowed it to endure, demonstrating both
the resilience of the institution and the tragic plight of those subjected to it.


