
Part Twenty-Two

In **Part Twenty-Two** of "Blood Meridian," the narrative unfolds with the protagonist navigating dark
streets, witnessing a desolate tavern scene before being apprehended by soldiers. Upon entering his cell, he
becomes increasingly restless, articulating thoughts shaped by his previous violent experiences, which alarm
his jailers. The judge visits him, presenting an unsettling mix of charm and malice, dressed sharply and
equipped with weapons. Their conversation revolves around accountability for past atrocities, with the judge
insinuating that the protagonist is responsible for grave misdeeds, including a massacre orchestrated in a
savage partnership. The judge claims that their fates were intertwined through the chaos of war, challenging
the protagonist's perception of his own actions.

The kid, remaining resistant, asserts that the judge bears responsibility instead. The judge's manipulative
dialogue intensifies, as he suggests that true connection amongst men arises from shared enemies rather than
camaraderie. The tension escalates to a point where the kid acknowledges the judgment cast upon him,
deeming the judge a significant influence in his life’s path. After their meeting, the kid finds a moment of
respite, conversing with a corporal about hidden treasures, only to be released shortly thereafter when a priest
performs a baptism-like ceremony.

After his release, the kid seeks medical attention for an arrow wound, encountering a young surgeon who
insists on administering surgery. Tough circumstances lead him to sell his pistol for funds, but he remains
grappling with his ill fate. Over time, he moves through Los Angeles, witnessing a public hanging that
reveals haunting familiarities—Toadvine and Brown—hanged in a grim spectacle.

The narrative captures the poignant desolation of the kid’s life as he wanders through various encounters,
interacts with strangers, and absorbs the brutality of his surroundings. He observes the suffering resulting
from violence, as well as the cyclical nature of death and survival, all while not gaining closure regarding the
priest or the judge.

Ultimately, while the kid continues his journey through desolation and violence, he retains an air of isolation,
hinting at the broader themes of fate, accountability, and the human condition that permeate the larger
narrative .


