Part Twenty-One

In"Blood Meridian," Part Twenty-One, the narrative centers on the grim journey of the Kid and Tobin, who
are reduced by wounds and hunger as they traverse a desolate desert landscape. The expriest Tobin,
appearing drawn and wretched, offerslittle emotion as they face their dire situation. They drink from awater
bottle savored in moments of weakness before resigning themselves to their meager condition, prompted by
thirst and the oppressive barrenness surrounding them.

Asthey press on, their previous water supply dwindles, becoming specters amidst the void of the
disappearing tracks in the sand. With the sun glaring overhead, the landscape is devoid of distinctive features,
and they find themselves |ost in the vastness of the desert. The dead and dying carcasses serve as grim
markers of impending danger. The Kid contemplates the thinness of his footprints, the shifting sands erasing
traces of their existence.

Amid their desperate plans for concealment, the dialogue touches on the impossibility of hiding from the
Judge, an ominous presence closing in. Despite Tobin's insistence that they could hide, the Kid's fears of
escalating threats from the Judge emerge. They find shelter near the remains of dead mules as they
contemplate their fate while lying prone.

The Judge appears ominously with his drooling assistant, surveying the landscape but unaware of their
precise hiding place. He taunts their reluctance to confront him, asserting that they are not true assassins, for
they still cling to some shred of humanity. The Kid and Tobin watch as the Judge, donned in a bizarre outfit,
disappears over the horizon, carrying illusions of power within a grotesque disposition.

Asthe night evolves, the two men encounter a group of Dieguenos, who exhibit amix of curiosity and
caution. Their subsequent interaction illustrates tension and intrigue around survival, weapons, and culture
among weary travelers. Through survival tactics, the story emphasizes the harsh redlities of lifein the
unforgiving wilderness, setting the stage for their next uncertain movements into an expansive, bleak horizon
filled with peril. The descent into a harsh reality consolidates the themes of survival and the human condition
embedded in the American wilderness.



