Nightmare: A Talefor an Autumn Evening

In"Nightmare: A Talefor an Autumn Evening,” the reader is whisked into a vivid scene of tumult and
whimsy. The story begins on a gusty night, where the wind itself becomes a character of force and caprice,
playing a mischievous game with Mr. Spruggins, a man slightly unsteady from an evening dining in the city.
The wind, described as booming, swooping, and careering, makes a plaything of Mr. Spruggins, rolling him
along the streets, his movements comically exaggerated—the swaying of his coat-tails, the scuttling of his
little feet, and the occasional moments when heislifted clear off the ground.

As Mr. Spruggins battles his way home, struggling against the wind's powerful whims, the moon playsits
part too, darting in and out of clouds with awinking visage, adding to the sense of the night's eerie charm.
The confrontation peaks when Mr. Spruggins finally reaches his own front door, only to be thrown against it
with such force that catching his breath becomes arelief. However, the ordeal continues as he wrangles with
the keyhole in fluctuating light, cursing under his breath while the wind taunts him mercilessly.

Upon entering his home, Mr. Spruggins' s attempt to light and maintain a candle flame is thwarted by the
wind, which sneaksin thin as awire to battle the small flame. Despite the wind's efforts to extinguish the
light, Mr. Spruggins's determination sees him through, holding the candle so closeit singes his chin. This act
encapsul ates the larger theme of the story—a relentless struggle against the elements, an emblematic dance
with nature's unpredictable forces.

Throughout the chapter, the style remains vibrant and animated, mirroring the chaotic energy of the wind's
movements and Mr. Spruggins' s reactions. The language is rich with personification, lending the wind and
even the moon characters of their own, contributing to a sense of whimsical yet unsettling fantasy. Thetale
reflects not just a physical journey, but an emotional and metaphorical one, underscoring the human capacity
to face and weather the tempests, both literal and figurative, that life throws our way.



