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Mickey3 reflects on his experience as the third iteration of himself after two previous bodies died in
traumatic circumstances. The emotional weight of losing his original body is felt deeply, with the memory
haunting him as he initially riddles his time with fear and expectations of disaster. Over months that turn into
a year of mundane existence, Mickey finds comfort in exploring the histories of failed colonies, finding that
the narrative he learned in school painted an overly optimistic view of humanity’s expansion across the
universe.

He learns that colony ships often undertake perilous journeys into the unknown without sufficient
information about their targets. The story of a failed colony from Asher’s World resonates painfully with
him; the colonists arrived only to discover that their ideal target was inhospitable due to unforeseen
environmental conditions. This reading triggers reflections on his own past and tragedies.

Mickey eventually interacts with fellow crew member Nasha after the traumatic events that led to his recent
existence. They meet in the carousel, a centrifugal area designed to maintain physical fitness in microgravity,
albeit with Mickey more focused on reading. Nasha interrupts his thoughts on past colony failures with
playful banter, revealing her own life experiences that shaped her journey towards becoming a combat pilot.

As their relationship develops, Mickey learns about Nasha’s immigrant background and her determination to
join the mission. They bond over their hopes for their destination, exchanging lighthearted remarks amidst
serious themes of survival and potential disaster. When the ship finally approaches Niflheim for orbital
insertion, anticipation fills the air, but instead of seeing lush landscapes, they are met with a stark white
planet, revealing a frozen world rather than the welcoming haven they imagined.

Mickey tries to instill hope in Nasha about their potential future, drawing parallels to Earth's ancient
environments, while uncertainty looms with a sudden command for immediate deployment arises, leaving the
prospect of survival and the next steps unclear .


