
Introduction: New York_ 1804

In the introduction titled "New York | 1804," we find ourselves at the deathbed of Alexander Hamilton, fully
aware of his impending demise from a gunshot wound. Despite his pain and the fatal circumstances,
Hamilton maintains a stoic demeanor, illuminated by the grim realities of his condition. His brow feverish
and body partially paralyzed, he desperately seeks solace through Communion, but faces rejection from
Reverend Bishop Moore, who deems Hamilton unworthy due to the nature of his duel. In his last moments,
Hamilton regrets his actions, offers forgiveness to Aaron Burr, and with great effort receives the sacrament,
surrounded by his grieving family, particularly his wife, Eliza.

Eliza's anguish is profound, her thoughts racing as she clings to the hope that their life together is not over.
Unbeknownst to her, Hamilton has already prepared a farewell letter, foreseeing the possibility of death and
expressing his love for her and their children. The narrative shifts focus briefly to Gouverneur Morris, a close
friend of Hamilton, whose emotional turmoil is palpable as he witnesses his friend's suffering. Morris's
presence at Hamilton's side during his final moments hints at a compelling story not often told.

Morris, an influential figure at the Constitutional Convention, plays a pivotal role in shaping America yet has
faded from public memory. The introduction also delves into Morris's personal hardships, including
disabilities that did not prevent him from living life fully and achieving greatness. His significant
contributions to the Constitution, particularly the Preamble, underscore his intellectual legacy. Despite his
flaws, Morris emerges as a vital architect of the nation alongside Hamilton.

Furthermore, the narrative emphasizes the broader themes of unrecognized heroes in history, suggesting that
ordinary individuals, like Morris, have profoundly shaped the course of American identity. The author,
Sharon McMahon, intends to explore these lesser-known figures in the subsequent chapters. This
introduction sets the stage for a journey uncovering the lives of those who, often overshadowed by more
famous names, significantly contributed to the fabric of American history.


