
If These Wings Could Fly

If These Wings Could Fly by Kyrie McCauley follows Leighton, a teenage girl living in a troubled home in a
small town. Struggling with family secrets and an abusive father, she finds solace in the local bird sanctuary.
As she learns to navigate her own path, Leighton discovers the power of friendship, hope, and personal
strength.
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In the dedication of "If These Wings Could Fly," the author pays tribute to significant figures in their life.
The dedication begins with heartfelt words directed to the author's little brother, Jackson, characterizing him
as a star that illuminates their universe, humorously noting his greater height. The mention of Kayleigh and
Katharyn highlights the essence of companionship in confronting darkness, symbolized by their shared act of
wielding flashlights together, portraying unity and bravery.

There is also a poignant dedication to survivors of domestic violence, showing deep empathy for those who
have endured such challenging experiences and acknowledging those who remain trapped in these
circumstances. The words convey a message of hope and resilience, suggesting that while current struggles
might appear daunting, they do not signify the conclusion of one's journey. Instead, the author encourages
survivors that there is more to come, urging them to embrace the notion that the continuation and direction of
their story lie in their own hands.

The dedication is infused with sincerity and warmth, setting a tone of solidarity and empowerment for
readers. It establishes a connection among the author, their loved ones, and the broader community of
survivors, fostering a shared understanding of adversity and the strength it takes to rise above it. The closing
lines encapsulate the theme of new beginnings, honoring the courage it takes to seek freedom and healing.
This dedication serves not only as a personal note but also as an inspiring message to anyone facing similar
struggles, encouraging them to envision a future filled with possibility.

Overall, the dedication beautifully encapsulates themes of love, bravery, and the enduring quest for healing,
painting a hopeful picture for both personal growth and collective resilience in the face of adversity.

Chapter Six

In Chapter Six of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrative begins on a Monday as the characters walk past
Mrs. Stieg’s home toward their bus stop. The protagonist's attention is drawn to a noticeable change in Mrs.
Stieg’s garden, specifically in the far corner where a bush has been completely destroyed. Unlike a previous
incident where a bush was merely broken, this one has been utterly pulverized, leaving only disturbed earth
and remnants of red petals scattered about—evidence of an intense act that left little intact.



The protagonist shares this observation with Campbell, who merely shrugs in response. However, the
protagonist detects a flicker of something deeper in Campbell’s big brown eyes—a hint of pride that seems
out of place given the destruction they've just encountered. This discrepancy raises suspicions about
Campbell’s involvement in the carnage. There’s an instinctual urge to investigate further; the protagonist
feels compelled to look at Campbell’s bike for signs of crimson petals that might confirm their theory. This
moment encapsulates a feeling of conflict—between wanting to trust Campbell and the seeded doubt
stemming from the bush’s decimation.

Ultimately, the protagonist decides against this confrontation and doesn't check the bike, emphasizing a tacit
understanding or complicity between the two. This reluctance to fully engage suggests a complicated
relationship, tinged with both loyalty and suspicion. The chapter thus cleverly sets up an atmosphere of
unease, hinting at past actions and the implications they may hold for the characters' friendship. The imagery
of the ruined garden serves as a metaphor for the underlying turmoil in their relationship, representing lost
innocence and the potential destruction of trust.

Chapter Twenty

In Chapter Twenty of "If These Wings Could Fly," the excitement of a crowded football stadium envelops
the characters, specifically focusing on Leighton, Juniper, and their parents. Arriving late, the family parks
along the road due to the packed lot and makes their way to the game. Juniper eagerly begs for funnel cakes,
and after Mom grants her wish for just one treat, they find a spot to watch the game from the sidelines.

Sofia, a cheerleader, notices Leighton and rushes over, excited to see her. They exchange pleasantries, and
Sofia asks Leighton for help tracking player number thirty-six, Liam McNamara, whom she is particularly
interested in. Leighton agrees but is inwardly annoyed at being roped into covering the game. As the game
progresses, Leighton encounters Campell, who joins her to help track Liam.

Following a few moments together, they part as Leighton makes her way up into the stands. From there, she
spots Amelia, who warmly welcomes her to join. The two share the experience of watching the game, with
Amelia cheerfully rooting for Liam. Leighton finds herself caught up in the thrill, feeling a rush when Liam
scores a touchdown. Around them, the McNamara family cheers for Liam, highlighting the importance of
familial support.

Suddenly, the atmosphere changes when Leighton notices her parents engaged in a tense conversation with
Mr. Dillard, which hints at underlying family issues, particularly concerning her father's struggles with his
construction business and past regrets about football. The dynamic proves uncomfortable, especially as
comments about her father's knee injury surface.

Just as the tension becomes palpable, Bill DiMarco, an acquaintance of the family, arrives to break the ice.
His presence temporarily alleviates the strain, but the discomfort remains largely unaddressed. Mom's efforts
to steer the family away from the conversation only trigger further anxiety in Leighton. The chapter
ultimately captures the contrast between public celebration and private turmoil, as the family navigates the
complexities of their relationships against the backdrop of a lively football game.

Chapter Thirty-Six

In Chapter Thirty-Six of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrator reflects on their contentious relationship
with Campbell, particularly noting his tendency to demand silence when he is angry. The narrator possesses a
unique ability to provoke Campbell’s anger, often finding a biting comment that transforms his mild irritation
into outrage. Despite this, there is a deeper struggle within the narrator, who suppresses a torrent of unsaid



words. Each unexpressed thought is likened to a painful object lodged inside, illustrative of a buildup of
frustration.

The metaphor of words as sharp, painful objects captures the emotional turmoil the narrator endures. These
unspoken thoughts twist and contort within, creating a sense of agony as they remain pent up. The narrator
imagines that if they were to be cut open, all the words they have held back would spill out, comparing their
situation to that of a whale that has ingested too much debris and now embodies a collection of humanity's
refuse. This vivid imagery starkly illustrates the weight of unexpressed emotions and the detrimental effects
they have on the narrator's mental state.

This chapter encapsulates not only a struggle with communication but also a broader sense of silent suffering.
The juxtaposition of Campbell's anger with the narrator's internal battle emphasizes the complexity of
interpersonal dynamics filled with unarticulated sentiments. The narrator's experience serves as a poignant
exploration of the impact of words left unsaid, portraying a visceral representation of emotional pain and the
desire to articulate one’s true feelings in the face of conflict.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - December 31
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Chapter Twenty-Two

In Chapter Twenty-Two of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrator, Leighton, reflects on the sunset as she
travels to Liam's house, noting Auburn's beauty despite its flaws. The glowing red sun reminds her of a
chaotic moment with her sister Juniper using highlighters on her copy of "The Bell Jar," a contrast of bright
colors against dark words. As they arrive, Leighton's mother questions her story about needing a tutor,
teasing her about the necessity of help in art class. This light-hearted banter leads to Leighton showing her
mother her latest still life project, which provokes a laugh, and a tender moment occurs as she kisses her
mother goodbye.

Upon entering Liam's home, Leighton is greeted warmly by his sister Fiona, who expresses relief at
Leighton’s visit, shielding herself from Liam’s antics. Their friendly rapport is established, lightened by
Fiona’s comments about Liam’s hobbies and teasing. Mrs. McNamara, Liam's mother, enters, bringing
warmth and warmth with her. She also shares her experiences of teaching in a small, predominantly white
town, voicing her thoughts on the importance of inclusivity in education.

Liam soon arrives, exuding charm and an inviting presence that leaves Leighton wishing this was a legitimate
date. They engage in banter while choosing snacks, and Liam's endearing nature starts to break down
Leighton’s walls. Inside Liam's room, they share a creative space filled with art, graphic novels, and a
glimpse into Liam's aspirations. Despite their playful exchanges, a deeper discussion about future aspirations
unfolds, revealing their mutual fears and ambitions intertwined with the challenges of small-town life.



While working on art, their close proximity becomes charged, prompting flirty moments and reflections.
However, as Fiona intrudes, the lightness of the scene sharpens, highlighting their friendship. Eventually,
they step outside to part ways, where Liam expresses a desire to spend more time together beyond school.
Despite Leighton's instincts to focus on her responsibilities, she finds herself wanting to embrace this
thrilling snippet of teenage life and agrees to a bonfire.

As Leighton returns home, she feels both exhilarated and guilty at the thought of moving beyond her usual
routine, a balance of excitement and familial obligations echoing in her mind as she nestles into bed. This
chapter captures themes of youthful exploration, family, and the delicate tug-of-war between ambition and
enjoyment in life.

Chapter Fifty-Four

In Chapter Fifty-Four of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist, Leighton, enters her home, feeling
hesitance as she experiences the underlying tension in the atmosphere. Her family appears gathered in the
living room, with her parents, along with Campbell and Juniper, engaging in a casual movie night. The sight
of her parents cozying up triggers a painful response within her, emphasizing the strain in their dynamics. As
her mother invites Leighton to join, she learns they have canceled cable, showcasing a sense of guilt that her
father seems to carry.

Leighton offers to make popcorn, a gesture meant to contribute to a semblance of normalcy. In the kitchen,
her father helps her with the popcorn machine, and they engage in conversation about an upcoming football
game where Liam, her boyfriend, will be playing. Despite the pressure surrounding the game and her father's
acknowledgment of it, their exchange feels tentative as Leighton attempts to bridge the gap between them.
His response to her attempts at connection is subdued, conveying disappointment over work, revealing layers
of emotional complexity.

After their brief interaction, Leighton retreats to her room, seeking solace. Her peace is interrupted by Joe, a
bird who has become a peculiar companion. Instead of waiting for him to leave, she eagerly opens her
window, showcasing her willingness to engage with him. Joe drops a small rusted key onto her floor, adding
to her growing collection of trinkets from her feathered friend.

As she reflects on her surroundings and the crows that dominate the town's skies, she recognizes their
persistence and resilience. Though they have taken over the landscape, filling the air with their presence,
Leighton feels an unexpected affection for them. The crows symbolize a defiance that resonates with her own
struggles, marking them as a continual reminder of the realities she faces, emphasizing her desire for
acknowledgment and connection in a world that often seeks to ignore pain.

Chapter Eighteen

In Chapter Eighteen of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist reflects on her progress reports,
revealing her academic performance: a stellar AP English score of 100 and decent grades in other subjects
except for a disappointing C in Art I. This grade frustrates her, as she had viewed art class as an easy break to
focus more on her newspaper work and college applications. In her frustration, she navigates through
crowded hallways, eager to escape the school environment and dive into her personal interests, which include
reading and music.

As she makes her way to her locker, a classmate, Liam, playfully teases her about her grades. Their
conversation reveals a budding friendship as he offers to help her improve in art. Despite her initial resistance
and self-doubt regarding her skills, Leighton finds herself intrigued by the idea of spending time with Liam



outside of school. While nominally an art tutoring session, it feels akin to a date to her.

Their playful banter continues, and Liam invites her to a football game that night, which also has a bonfire
afterward—a prospect that makes her anxious as she’s not one for parties. While she hesitates, it is evident
that she is drawn to Liam's enthusiasm, and a part of her is tempted to join in.

After dismissing Liam’s invitation, she boards the bus, feeling conflicted about her interactions with him.
Campbell, her friend, questions her about Liam, and the topic shifts to her grades, highlighting her
aspirations for New York University. Campbell makes a protective remark about Leighton’s grades that
indicates their deep bond and underlying fears about their future. The chapter closes with Leighton grappling
with her decisions about school and friendships, pondering her own bravery in leaving her current life
behind, with the weight of uncertainty hanging over her as she contemplates what will ultimately propel her
forward: courage or cowardice.

Chapter Twenty-One

In Chapter Twenty-One of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrative centers on a young girl getting ready to
visit a friend, Liam, who is helping her with art homework. The protagonist's mother informs her that Liam
has called, and though she is amused by the idea of a “boyfriend,” she focuses on preparing for the visit. In
the bathroom, her younger sister, Juniper, shows signs of jealousy, applying lip gloss and questioning the
nature of the protagonist's relationship with Liam. The playful banter reveals a sibling dynamic, highlighting
Juniper’s childlike innocence contrasted with a slightly more mature understanding from the protagonist.

As the protagonist prepares, Campbell, another sister, enters and adds to the conversation, questioning
whether Liam is just a friend. The protagonist reassures Campbell that Liam is nice, evidently easing some of
Campbell’s concerns. The conversation touches on the complexities of sibling relationships, underscoring
Campbell's protectiveness and concern for her sister's well-being.

The narrative captures a moment of bonding among the sisters as the protagonist makes a "pinkie promise" to
Campbell to be careful while out with Liam. Campbell's introspection about the fairness of life, after feeling
guilty about being mean to Juniper, reveals her depth and worry about familial dynamics and perceived
consequences for behaviors. This dialogue emphasizes the innocence of youth while also exploring deeper
emotional themes.

Ultimately, the protagonist reassures Campbell regarding their situation at home and delves into the idea of
karma, challenging Campbell’s belief about a tangible system of rewards and punishments. The chapter
conveys themes of trust, support, and the complicated journey of navigating relationships, particularly during
adolescence. The interplay of humor and seriousness provides a rich texture to the chapter as it explores
family dynamics and the essence of growing up, ultimately leaving the reader with questions about morality
and the nature of justice in their lives.

Chapter Thirty-Four

In the morning, as I hurried down the stairs, I tried to bypass the unsettling sight of the repaired window,
focusing instead on my immediate surroundings. However, my gaze was drawn to the coffee table, where the
vase had been placed back in the center, provoking a mix of emotions. I grabbed the vase and headed outside
to dispose of it in the garbage bins, rain drenching me as I buried it deep within the bag holding its shattered
pieces from the night before.



A crow cawed in the tree in our front yard, prompting me to look up. The tree was oddly full of black birds,
reminiscent of the first day of school when excitement thrived among the leaves that had since fallen.
Approaching the tree, I noticed Joe perched on a low branch, clutching a slip of paper that bore Juniper's
handwriting. The message, "Dear Joe, please help us," sent a chill down my spine, and I instinctively backed
away, tears welling in my eyes.

Joe fluttered down beside me, but I was transfixed by Juniper's note. He then hopped to the ground, nudging
something in the grass. As I leaned closer, I saw him lift a shiny object with his beak and drop it at my feet. It
was our dad’s wedding band, something he typically tucked into his wallet while working. The memory of
his lost wallet surfaced, along with the realization that Juniper hadn’t been searching the truck; she had been
looking for gifts instead. She had returned with the wallet.

Holding the ring, I reflected on my recent exchanges with the ornithologist I interviewed, learning that crows
are intelligent creatures capable of understanding reciprocity and retribution. They could engage in gift-
giving or hold grudges. This raised questions about what the crows might comprehend regarding our
household dynamics. Could they have found the wallet where it was lost, or had they stolen it initially? The
enigma of Joe and the other crows lingered in my mind, leaving a sense of wonder about their connection to
our lives .

Chapter Twenty-Nine

In Chapter Twenty-Nine of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the focus centers on the excitement surrounding the
Auburn Wolves, who have an undefeated season for the first time in nearly two decades. Sofia, a reporter, is
keen on interviewing the protagonist’s father about the team's success, prompting the protagonist to attend a
game with Liam's family. This outing contrasts their earlier quiet ride to the game, filled with music, to a
celebratory return after the Wolves' latest victory.

As they settle in Liam's basement, the atmosphere shifts to a comfortable and intimate space where Fiona
showcases her dance moves in a makeshift studio. Their conversation flows from dance to the dynamics of
middle school relationships, revealing the pressures of appearance and acceptance among peers. Fiona's
brush-off of a boy’s compliment illustrates the often superficial nature of young attraction, while her
determination to enjoy the winter formal as a group underscores the shifting social landscape among teens.

Liam proves to be both playful and supportive, critiquing *Portrait of an Old Crow*, a drawing of a crow
named Joe, revealing deeper themes of acceptance and drawing inspiration from unexpected places. Their
dialogue is light yet meaningful, as Liam encourages the protagonist to loosen up and embrace personal
flaws, culminating in a comedic moment where he sings terribly, provoking laughter.

The chapter crescendos into a pivotal moment as Liam, amid their shared laughter, musters up the courage to
ask the protagonist to be his girlfriend. This question carries significant weight, reflecting the complex
emotions of vulnerability and willingness to explore a deeper connection. After a teasing exchange about
dating, the protagonist finally affirms her feelings, marking a new chapter as they look forward to their
upcoming formal together.

Ultimately, this chapter encapsulates themes of youth, companionship, and the mixed emotions surrounding
first love—highlighted by joyous moments, lighthearted banter, and the grounding comfort of shared
experiences. The narrative weaves between humor and sentiment, presenting a vivid portrayal of adolescent
life and relationships.

Chapter Forty-Two



In Chapter Forty-Two of "If These Wings Could Fly," the day begins with a serene winter scene. The
narrator wakes up to a sunlit room, filled with the beauty of untouched snow outside, and feels comforted
snuggling with siblings, Campbell and Juniper, under a dragonfly quilt. Briefly appreciating the snowy
exterior, the narrator notices a lack of crows in their yard—an unusual sight compared to Mrs. Stieg's yard
across the street, which is overrun by them.

As the narrator tiptoes out of the room, careful to avoid waking the girls, they encounter their mother in the
kitchen, pouring herself tea. The warmth and tranquility radiating from their mother signals a promising day
ahead. After enjoying a quiet moment together, Campbell and Juniper appear, caught between sleepiness and
excitement over the snow.

A brief conversation about breakfast ensues, but Juniper is eager to go outside instead. The narrator heads to
the attic to fetch winter clothing, navigating the cozy chaos of the space. While searching, they stumble upon
a box filled with their mother's old high school memories, including yearbooks and letters. Buried within the
box is *Amethyst*, a literary magazine from twenty years ago, of which their mother was editor-in-chief.
This discovery reveals a hidden side of her—her passion for poetry, as the pages contain her works.

Feeling inspired, the narrator leaves a note inside the magazine, encouraging their mother to write more.
Returning to the kitchen, the atmosphere is joyful, with Juniper eagerly wearing matching gloves and hats.

After a brief discussion, the narrator seeks their mother’s permission for Liam to come over. She agrees,
showing a comforting normality in their routine. The conversation shifts to Liam's arrival, with playful banter
suggesting a snowball fight looms. The light-hearted exchange indicates a budding connection between the
narrator and Liam, highlighting the joy and simplicity in their lives.

The chapter encapsulates warmth, nostalgia, and the excitement of a snowy day, showcasing the familial
bonds and budding relationships intertwined within these fleeting moments of happiness.

Chapter Forty-Eight

**Chapter Forty-Eight Summary**

I wake long before dawn, listening to the soft rain against the window. My mind initially feels like a blank
slate, suspended between sleep and wakefulness—a solitary being in the dark, devoid of identity. However,
reality soon reasserts itself, pulling me back down to Earth. The bare arm wrapped around my ribs and the
larger hand clasping my own belong to Liam, whose warm breath tickles my neck. The past events don’t
matter as we simply wished to be close to one another.

This is the first deep sleep I’ve experienced in a long while—no nightmares or unsettling noises to disturb
me. As I lie in Liam’s bed, I try to remember the shapes of the shadows in his room when light filters
through. It seems that sleep, which I’ve long sought, is just out of my reach now.

I notice we aren’t alone, prompting me to slip out of Liam's embrace. Barefoot, I tread quietly on the cool
hardwood floor towards the window. Outside, Joe perches in the tree, still and silent, facing the street like an
immobile statue. My thoughts drift to how long he might have been there, watching, frozen in time. Right as
this idea crosses my mind, Joe’s head tilts slightly, allowing me to glimpse his black eye, gray feathers, and
the sharp edge of his beak glinting in the streetlight.

“Good night, Joe,” I whisper softly before I draw the shade closed, blocking the view of my silent guardian.
Through this moment, I feel a connection to the quiet, watchful world outside and the companionship of
Liam beside me, both offering a sense of comfort amid the uncertainty that often shadows my thoughts.



Chapter Sixty-Four

In Chapter Sixty-Four of "If These Wings Could Fly," the scene unfolds outside a small house lit by the
flashing red and blue lights of police cars. The atmosphere is tense as the narrator, despite the cold gripping
her, holds onto a smaller hand, suggesting a protective bond. They are both in flannel pajamas, which offer
little defense against the biting wind. The arrival of Officer Bill DiMarco introduces a wave of anxiety; will
he let their father go again? This time, however, the outcome is different—Officer DiMarco apprehends him
and puts him in handcuffs, displaying a detached demeanor as though he doesn’t recognize him.

Another officer quickly arrives, drawing the mother aside to explain the procedures for obtaining an
emergency protection order. Due to the holiday season, a proper court hearing may be delayed, but a
temporary order can be extended until the new year. This protection order is crucial as it bars the father from
the house and requires him to surrender his firearm within twenty-four hours if released. After escorting their
father to the police car, Officer DiMarco approaches the narrator. He conveys his sympathy for what they
have endured, referencing an essay the narrator wrote, which he found painful to read. The narrator responds,
expressing her exhaustion and frustration with adult apologies.

Officer DiMarco reassures the mother that he will personally deliver a physical copy of the protection order
later. Throughout this ordeal, the mother remains steadfast and unwavering in her resolve. As the night
progresses, the narrator reflects on the situation, feeling a glimmer of hope for safety that had been absent for
a long time. There is a profound sense of relief in being heard, suggesting that perhaps, for now, they can feel
secure. Despite the challenges ahead, this moment brings an overwhelming sense of empowerment and safety
to the narrator, signaling a turning point in their lives.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - October 13
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Chapter Twenty-Seven

In Chapter Twenty-Seven of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist finds solace in the newsroom after
a frustrating day filled with a literature exam. Upon entering, she encounters her friend Sofia, who
immediately senses her distress. The playful banter between them reveals their close friendship, with the
protagonist playfully chastising Sofia for idling and insisting on working, despite Sofia's teasing about their
youthful romantic interests.

As the protagonist attempts to contact an ornithologist for research, her concentration is disrupted by Sofia,
who excitedly shares details about an upcoming winter formal. The protagonist expresses disinterest in the
event, particularly due to its timing on New Year’s Eve, which is coupled with concerns about underage
drinking. However, the allure of an “eighties” theme and Sofia's playful insistence that a boy named Liam is
likely to ask her to the dance slowly intrigues her.

Despite her reluctance, the protagonist agrees to let Sofia accompany her to the ornithologist so they can
practice interview skills together. Their conversation reflects the mingling of youthful aspirations and the
tension of impending adulthood, as they navigate social situations and the protagonist’s hesitance toward
romantic engagements. Sofia's light-hearted insistence on saying “yes” if Liam asks her further demonstrates
the theme of friendship and the unspoken desires that accompany adolescence.



After the call to the ornithologist, she reflects on the unexpected excitement of the winter formal, feeling a
twinge of hope that Liam might indeed ask her to go. However, her thoughts also drift toward an
overwhelming essay contest announcement, which stands as a challenge she struggles to face. This
juxtaposition of youthful joy and the weight of responsibilities encapsulates her inner turmoil as she balances
friendship, potential romance, and self-doubt in a moment marked by significance in her teenage journey.

Chapter Thirty-Three

In Chapter Thirty-Three of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrative grapples with the profound impact of
words, particularly those spoken in moments of anger. The author contemplates the weight of certain words,
analyzing how they are perceived and the emotional turmoil they can inflict. Words like "ice queen" evoke a
feeling of being burdened, akin to being weighed down by an invisible tether, while "brat" is dismissed
easily, likened to a raindrop that rolls off the back.

In stark contrast, the word "bitch" is compared to a painful splinter that can be extracted with effort, allowing
the speaker to persist and move forward. However, the term "cunt" holds a much deeper significance. It is
described as a festering disease that lingers, reminding the speaker of the initial time it was used against her.
This word resonates with a sense of shame and degradation, evoking memories tied to her mother, who had
been subjected to similar verbal abuse. The speaker reflects on how this term, laden with contempt,
significantly undermines her identity, reducing her to mere pieces—depersonalized and objectified.

The malevolent pleasure in the utterance carries a sense of victory for the speaker's aggressor, who bears a
tone of pride in wielding such a damaging word. The insidious nature of this term lingers not just in the
moment but for months, embedding itself into her psyche and serving as a reminder of the power of language
when it is levied with malice. Ultimately, this chapter illustrates the enduring scars left by hostile words,
emphasizing how they can strip away humanity and personal worth, leaving one feeling like an object of
disdain. In essence, it examines both the emotional and psychological weight of words that cut deep,
showcasing how they can irrevocably alter one’s sense of self.

Chapter Thirty

In Chapter Thirty of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrator portrays a sense of normalcy amidst their
challenging life. After her father falls asleep, the main character, Leighton, spends time at the mall with her
friend Sofia, trying on various dresses for an upcoming dance. While Sofia shines in every outfit, Leighton
struggles with her appearance, often feeling washed out in the neon colors that are popular for the eighties-
themed dance.

The mood shifts when Sofia hands Leighton a stunning black dress with the perfect cut, complete with
pockets. This dress evokes excitement and a sense of belonging to typical high school experiences. Despite
its allure, Leighton is hindered by the price tag, prompting a discussion between the friends about priorities
and financial restrictions. Sofia, ever supportive, wishes for Leighton to embrace the opportunity.

After their shopping escapade, they discover a Tiffany Blue bike on clearance at a sporting goods store. Torn
between using her savings for the dress or the bike, Leighton ultimately decides that some moments cannot
be sacrificed. When they return home, Sofia helps her present the bike to her younger sister, Campbell.
Leighton covers Campbell's eyes and leads her outside, where the reveal elicits an unexpected but
heartwarming reaction from their usually reserved sibling.

As the chapter concludes, Leighton finds herself searching through old dresses in her armoire, facing a
wardrobe that no longer fits her. In a playful turn of events, Campbell brings her a bag with a dress from the
store, conveying Sofia’s lighthearted ultimatum: if Leighton doesn't wear it to the dance, their friendship is at



stake. This chapter encapsulates themes of friendship, the struggles of adolescence, and the small joys in life,
while also highlighting the narrator’s internal conflicts and familial bonds.

Chapter Fifty-Nine

In Chapter Fifty-Nine of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist, Leighton, grapples with her emotional
turmoil following a troubling weekend. Liam, visibly distressed, picks her up for school and expresses his
worry about her well-being, suggesting that she may need help. Despite her acknowledgment of his concerns,
Leighton deflects, apologizing for missing Liam’s big game and expressing relief at his loss, hinting at her
own inner chaos.

The chapter captures the symbolic significance of the crows that have covered their hometown, representing
the pervasive darkness and uncertainty Leighton feels as she drives to school. Upon arrival, she bypasses her
classes and heads straight to the newspaper office, where she seeks solace in writing. Sofia, her supportive
friend, instinctively arrives to check on her. While Leighton reassures her that she is merely angry, she
emphasizes her urgent need to write an essay due that day.

As Leighton types on her beloved old computer, she reflects on her complex relationship with Auburn,
realizing her narrative had lacked a crucial aspect: herself. This epiphany transforms her perspective; she
recognizes that Auburn embodies not only her grandfather’s legacy or her father's anger but also the
unwavering support from friends and family, including Sofia, Fiona, and Liam. The community is rich with
depth, exemplified by moments of kindness and resilience that she had previously overlooked.

With this new understanding, Leighton's writing flows easily, capturing the essence of her town. The chapter
closes on a powerful note: while she may criticize and sometimes hate Auburn, she is undeniably part of its
fabric. This realization becomes her driving force, allowing her to confront the complexities of her identity
and emotional experiences, leading to a breakthrough in her writing process. As she writes, she commits to
expressing her truth, asserting her place within the narrative of her life.

Chapter Sixty-Seven

In "If These Wings Could Fly," Chapter Sixty-Seven captures a poignant moment as the protagonist requests
Liam to take her home before the fireworks. Holidays have traditionally been challenging for her, prompting
her, Campbell, and Juniper to create their own meaningful traditions. Every New Year's Eve, they relish
watching fireworks from the roof, a cherished ritual she is unwilling to forgo despite the evening’s
discomfort.

As they park near the mailboxes at the end of her road, Liam steps out to open her door, warmly commenting
on the beauty around them. This warmth contrasts with the cold in the air, and a kiss shared between them
highlights their closeness. The trees in Auburn, much like their surroundings, are alive with the restless
cawing of crows, creating a charged atmosphere that mirrors her feelings. The clarity of the night sky, vast
and filled with stars, gives a sense of intimacy that makes the moment feel both timeless and significant.

Caught in this transcendent experience, the protagonist feels a surge of emotions that compel her to confess,
"I love you," words that seem to escape without hesitation into the cold night. This revelation feels right and
is met by Liam with an embrace, reinforcing their bond. He playfully challenges her to share something new,
and while she teases about making no promises, their connection continues to deepen with each shared kiss.

Liam, embodying warmth and affection, holds her close as the stars watch over them, their presence a silent
witness to her happiness. It is a moment defined by simplicity yet laden with meaning—a reminder of their



love under the expansive, starry sky, where only they and the crows exist in a world revolving around their
feelings.

The chapter encapsulates intimacy, vulnerability, and the significance of shared moments, highlighting the
beauty woven into their bond amidst the backdrop of shifting traditions.

Chapter Thirty-Two

In Chapter Thirty-Two of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist, Leighton, is awakened by a man’s
harsh demands, highlighting the chaos and tension in her home life. The chapter begins with Leighton
dreaming of lightning splitting the tree in their front yard, only to be jolted awake by the sound of her door
slamming against the wall. The man's voice is menacing as he insists they need to correct their chores and
follows through by disturbing her younger sisters, Juniper and Campbell.

Leighton pleads with him to spare the girls, but his response reveals a cycle of frustration and violence.
Despite her mother standing nearby, mouthing apologies, Leighton internally rages against the situation.
After pushing past the man, she takes Juniper to the living room where they sit quietly, waiting for orders
amid the bright lights illuminating their home. The man returns, tossing their folded towels on the floor,
demanding they show him the correct way to fold them.

Each sister tries but fails to meet his expectations, with Juniper visibly upset. In a moment of cold
resentment, he directs his anger towards Leighton, calling her vile names and throwing a vase against the
wall to punctuate his threats. This eruption of aggression is met with Leighton's pain and determination not to
show tears. She feels the pressure to perform perfectly: she folds the towels meticulously while suppressing
her emotions.

After everyone else heads upstairs, Leighton cleans the broken glass and turns off lights around the house,
lost in thoughts of her chaotic reality. When she gazes in the bathroom mirror, she notices the emptiness of
the shelves once filled with their towels, reinforcing the sense of disarray in her life. Exhausted and terrified
of an uncertain future, Leighton chooses to study for an important calculus exam rather than succumb to
sleep. Yet her focus wanes as she wrestles with the paradox of wanting to escape her troubled home while
fearing for her sisters' well-being should she choose to leave. The chapter ends with Leighton staring
helplessly at the dawning light, filled with dread about her unchangeable world .

Auburn, Pennsylvania - December 31

In the chapter titled "If These Wings Could Fly," the setting is established in Auburn, Pennsylvania, on
December 31. The text opens with a specific statistic: the crow population at that time is noted as 84,784.
This figure serves as a focal point, reflecting on the natural world and its interconnectedness with human life
and the environment.

While the chapter is brief, it conveys an atmosphere that encourages contemplation about the presence of
crows—birds often associated with mystery and intelligence. The precise number given might suggest
themes of abundance, gathering, or the cyclical nature of life as a new year approaches. December 31 marks
a moment of transition filled with reflection, and the mention of the bird population could symbolize various
interpretations, from the vitality of nature continuing even as human concerns about the changing year
surface.

Overall, the chapter maintains a concise style while grounding the reader in a specific time and place. The
detail of the crow population may serve as a launching pad for larger themes likely to be explored in
subsequent sections of the book. The emphasis on the date and location invites readers to ponder the



implications of natural life alongside the human experience, particularly as one year ends and another begins.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - December 14

This chapter provides a brief but evocative snapshot of a specific setting: Auburn, Pennsylvania, on
December 14. The mention of the crow population is a striking detail, presented in a bold and italicized
manner, emphasizing its significance within the context of the narrative. The exact figure of 64,759 crows
adds a sense of both grandeur and eeriness, hinting at themes of nature, community, or possibly the
encroaching winter.

The structure of the chapter is minimalistic, focusing on the stark data of the crow population while setting a
clear temporal and spatial context. The choice of date indicates a moment frozen in time, which might reflect
the mood or tone of the rest of the book. The imagery invoked by the crow population can suggest various
interpretations—perhaps a commentary on local wildlife or a metaphor for change within the community
itself.

Overall, this initial chapter succinctly sets the stage for what may unfold in the narrative, using the detail of
the crow population to engage the reader's imagination. The interplay between the mundane aspects of daily
life and the extraordinary number of crows poses intriguing questions that could resonate throughout the
book. The chapter, though short, establishes a strong foundation for understanding the broader themes and
character dynamics that are likely to emerge in subsequent chapters. The austere presentation may also point
to a larger symbolic meaning that will be unveiled as the story progresses.

Chapter Forty-Four

In Chapter Forty-Four of "If These Wings Could Fly," the emotional tension escalates during a harrowing
night. Leighton is abruptly awakened by her mother’s distressed cry, prompting her to rush to her siblings,
Cammy and Juniper, who are terrified and whispering that something bad is happening to their mother. This
urgency drives Leighton to seek safety for the girls in the armoire, instructing them to stay hidden and silent,
despite her own anxiety about leaving them alone in the darkness.

As Leighton descends the stairs, she halts at the bottom step, frozen by the sounds coming from the kitchen.
She strains to listen, hearing her mother's desperate plea for release, a moment that embodies the strain of
familial bonds under pressure. Visually and emotionally stifled, she imagines herself blending into the house,
hoping her invisibility will keep her mother safe while suppressing her instinct to intervene.

Despite her reluctance, she remains alert to the unsettling atmosphere. A crack on the wall, symbolizing the
fracture in their lives, grows as she continues to push against it. As her mother's strained presence is revealed,
it becomes evident she has been crying, despite not showing it directly. This scene builds the tension further
as Leighton witnesses a volatile confrontation; her mother attempts to manage the man wielding a kitchen
knife, their lives hanging in the balance.

With a mix of courage and recklessness, Leighton enters the kitchen, imploring her mother to leave with her,
only to face violent resistance. The atmosphere shifts dramatically as a physical confrontation erupts, leading
to a climactic moment where her mother shields her from the man's wrath. Leighton, grappling with the
horror of the moment, flees back to the armoire, choking back tears, feeling the weight of helplessness in the
face of familial violence.

After a tense silence, the man finally departs, leaving a shattered calm in his wake. Leighton emerges,
hopeful yet shaken, marking a turning point of vulnerability and fortitude amidst their turmoil.



Chapter Five

In the chapter from "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrator reflects on her sister Campbell Grace Barnes, a
serious thinker who often keeps her thoughts to herself. Campbell, who prioritizes riding her bicycle over
other aspects of life, finds joy in the freedom it brings, diverging from the pressures of a busy household.
However, this carefree existence leads to trouble when Campbell inadvertently destroys Mrs. Stieg's flower
garden while biking with friends.

Mrs. Stieg, an elderly widow and neighbor, confronts the narrator about Campbell's mischief. Her
reprimanding tone signifies her strong disapproval, subtly hinting that Campbell should associate with girls
instead of spending time with boys. Despite Campbell’s explanation that the incident was accidental—a
result of racing down a hill—the narrator senses that Mrs. Stieg’s assertion stems from her old-fashioned
views regarding gender roles and friendships.

The following morning, the sisters arrive at Mrs. Stieg’s home to apologize and help fix the damage done to
the garden. They work quietly to restore the roses, but the process leads to injuries from thorns, symbolizing
the difficulties faced not only in their actions but in navigating adult perceptions and expectations.

As they finish, Mrs. Stieg imposes her traditional beliefs onto the girls, critiquing modern youthful behaviors
and pushing the idea that women should primarily support their husbands. For Campbell, this provocatively
outdated perspective triggers her defiance, and she responds with anger, ultimately leaving Mrs. Stieg in
shock.

The chapter concludes with the narrator grappling with the societal pressures placed on women, depicted
through the metaphor of the wilting roses in their home. Feeling overwhelmed, she later disposes of the
flowers, symbolically rejecting the harmful ideals they represent, choosing instead to confront the
complexities of womanhood with honesty and resilience. Overall, the themes of teenage rebellion against
societal expectations, sibling loyalty, and the struggle for identity are intricately woven throughout the
narrative.

Chapter Twenty-Eight

In Chapter Twenty-Eight of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist wakes up to the comforting aroma
of coffee, finding her mother standing at her bedside with two mugs in hand. Despite the early hour, the
mood is light as they share quiet moments while chatting about college choices, particularly New York
University, which the protagonist is eager to attend against her father's expectations. The conversation
reveals a mix of humor and seriousness, highlighting a mother-daughter bond where the mother senses her
daughter's true aspirations.

As they prepare for the day, the protagonist hurriedly dresses and joins her siblings, Campbell and Juniper, at
breakfast. Their playful banter indicates a sense of normalcy, yet the protagonist feels a disconnection, as if
waking in an alternate reality. Her mother's sudden decision to embark on a spontaneous trip to New York
City surprises the girls, especially since skipping school is highly unusual. The mother shares her intention to
let her daughter experience the city firsthand, reinforcing the idea that she will indeed end up there if
accepted into NYU.

On the journey, the family engages in nostalgic conversations about "Apple Days," cherished childhood
memories filled with apple picking and baking, evoking a sense of longing for simpler times. The protagonist
reflects on changes in their lives, particularly in relation to their father, whose absence has altered their
family dynamics.



As they arrive in New York City, the excitement builds. They make stops at iconic locations, including a taxi
ride, NYU, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, while sampling classic street food. These moments become
a blend of cliché and perfection as the protagonist connects with her family again. However, she also
grapples with the looming idea of leaving them as she contemplates her future at college.

While sharing an apple in Central Park, the protagonist faces a small setback when the apple turns out to be
bruised, a metaphor for her mixed feelings about leaving home. The peace of the park contrasts with her
anxieties, amplified when she notices three crows perched on a branch — a nostalgic symbol from her past.
The chapter brilliantly captures the juxtaposition of family bonds, impending change, and the bittersweet
nature of growing up.

Chapter Forty-Six

In Chapter Forty-Six of "If These Wings Could Fly," Leighton wakes up with a stomachache, surrounded by
her family—her mom and sisters. She notices her father's truck is not parked outside, indicating he likely
stayed at his workplace, a trailer for Barnes Construction, where operations are sluggish in winter. Despite
the morning's familiar comforts, an aching sadness envelops her, which she can’t quite identify.

Her mom, appearing exhausted, prepares coffee with a hint of weariness. They engage in a nostalgic game,
mixing idioms and metaphors, an activity that once brought them joy but feels strained now, reflecting the
tension within their family. The underlying issue looms: the undeniable need for a restraining order against
her father upon recognizing the danger they face. Leighton’s insistence on this matter escalates into an
argument; her mother, while acknowledging the recent distress, refuses to act hastily, emphasizing her
marriage.

Leighton, frustrated and feeling responsible for her younger sisters, decides she can’t stay home and chooses
to stay with a friend instead. Despite the tension, her mother clings to the notion of family unity, frustrating
Leighton further. After an emotionally charged exchange, Leighton packs her things, aware that she must
distance herself from the chaos.

Later, she encounters her friend Liam, who offers her shelter over the weekend, understanding the turmoil
she’s facing. As they drive to school, Leighton opens up about her family’s troubles, discovering Liam’s
support, yet also feeling a sense of frustration that he has not experienced the ongoing instability she knows
so intimately.

At school, she takes refuge in the newsroom to research protection orders, feeling the weight of doubt and
fear as she reads about domestic abuse. She grapples with the concern that her father's reputation might
overshadow her truth, pondering the cost of fear that many women face in society. The chapter encapsulates
the complexity of family dynamics, the trauma of domestic issues, and the desperate search for safety amidst
chaos.

Chapter Twenty-Three

In the midst of a bonfire contained by stones, the flames dance hungrily, reminiscent of the narrator's
troubled thoughts about a past house on Frederick Street and old memories. The heat affects her physically
and emotionally, making her feel as if she herself is ablaze. Liam, a comforting presence, notices her
discomfort and offers support. His attention draws her away from the eerie thoughts as they consider leaving
the gathering.



Their attempt to escape is thwarted by the comments of Liam's friends, who mockingly label them as
"lovebirds." Despite the jibes, Liam reassures her and they decide to leave, but the air is chilly and the
tension from the previous exchange lingers. As they get into his car, they wish to drive around instead of
heading directly home.

On the dark roads, illuminated only by headlights, they share a spontaneous moment, pulling over to a
secluded lot surrounded by trees. The air is thick with anticipation, leading them to a hesitant yet electric first
kiss. Comfort turns to awkwardness as physical intimacy develops, but boundaries are respected when
Leighton expresses her discomfort. They shift their location to the car’s hood, where they attempt to
reconnect over the peacefulness of nature around them.

As they lie back, they spot satellites moving across the sky, leading to playful competition between them.
Liam's casual charm makes her feel at ease, and as the night progresses, they share heartfelt moments.
Eventually, Liam offers to take her home, marking a shift in their relationship dynamic when he agrees to
whatever she wants.

The evening ends with a tender kiss that aligns with the narrator's expectations of their first kiss. Yet, as they
part ways, doubt creeps in, making her wish for more time spent together away from prying eyes. She climbs
out of his car, filled with conflicting emotions, hoping for future encounters that defy their current reality.

Chapter Four

In Chapter Four of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the protagonist, Leighton, finds herself in the unfamiliar
territory of the junior hallway after a mix-up with her locker assignment. The narrative opens with her
pondering the absence of the senior privileges she longed for, particularly access to the Senior Wall— a
social hub for seniors to connect and express themselves. This longing triggers memories of the many things
she has missed, often due to her difficult home life, where she had to prioritize stability over typical high
school experiences.

As she opens her half-size locker, she is startled by Liam McNamara, a fellow senior known for his charm
and status as student council vice president and a football player. He mistakenly confuses her for another
student, Lyla, whom he describes as his cheerleader partner. Their ensuing conversation reveals Liam's
awkwardness and Leighton's sharp wit, highlighting their contrasting social circles. While he attempts to
explain away his inappropriate approach as a misunderstanding, she struggles internally with the residual
trauma of her home life, which complicates her interactions with peers.

Their banter flows naturally, touching on topics like the unglamorous nature of football in their town and
their shared class, Advanced Placement English. Liam's candid views on literature provide a refreshing
perspective for Leighton as they bond over shared classroom experiences. However, as the conversation
progresses, Leighton’s thoughts veer back to her tumultuous home environment, and she starts to withdraw
emotionally. She becomes acutely aware of the emotional turmoil she's carrying and abruptly asks for her
book back, realizing too late that the fun of the interaction has turned heavy with her inner conflicts.

Feeling an overwhelming urge to escape, Leighton hastily leaves the scene, captivated by a wave of anxiety
that threatens to engulf her. This chapter uniquely encapsulates her struggle to maintain a semblance of
normalcy while navigating friendships and the complexities born from her troubled background. The
repetition of the word "normal" at the chapter's end emphasizes her internal battle against her emotional
scars.

Chapter Fifty-Eight



In "Chapter Fifty-Eight" of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the narrative opens with a sense of quietness and
reflection after a tumultuous night. The protagonist's mother, despite the restoration of their home, is acutely
aware of the emotional and physical scars left behind. The atmosphere is palpable, characterized by a long,
silent weekend filled with an oppressive feeling as the father maintains a firm grip on the household. He
keeps the phone and the keys, restricting their freedom, leaving the protagonist feeling powerless and hesitant
to resist.

As the protagonist engages in writing a crow-themed column, they delve into Celtic mythology, particularly
the Morrigan, a goddess associated with fate and death, often depicted as a crow. This mythological reference
serves as a poignant backdrop, paralleling the protagonist's own feelings of foreboding as they witness a
swarm of crows blocking out the sun outside their window. The local government’s decision to address the
crow situation adds further tension, signaling imminent change as the crows’ days in Auburn Township grow
numbered.

A moment of distraction occurs when a wind scatters papers across the desk, leading to the discovery of a
pink flyer about a scholarship contest with a looming deadline. This contest symbolizes the duality of
pride—the pride that conceals harsh truths and encourages silence about injustices. The protagonist reflects
critically on their community, noting how pride fosters an environment where horror is overlooked and cries
for help go unanswered. They recognize the tendency of Auburn’s residents to avoid uncomfortable truths, as
they dismissively adhere to the notion that issues are “none of our business.”

As the chapter concludes, the protagonist prepares to form a powerful thesis: “It is not the crows that make
Auburn ugly.” This statement underscores the primary theme of the chapter, hinting at a deeper exploration
of underlying social issues within the town, illustrating how perception shapes reality and the ugly truths that
persist beneath the surface.

Chapter Forty-Five

**Chapter Forty-Five Summary**

The chapter opens with a series of memories that the narrator has from their childhood, reflecting on
moments of physical and emotional pain. These include the time when they were four, and they stepped on a
piece of scrap metal, as well as the fever that gripped them at age seven, and the overwhelming emotions tied
to their first period at eleven. Each memory is a reminiscence of pain, but now the source of pain is their
mother.

The scene shifts to the present, where the mother is depicted as crouched and distressed, embodying
confusion and suffering. The narrator’s instinct is to reach out, to offer comfort, posing the question, “Where
does it hurt?” Her response, “Everywhere,” resonates deeply as she remains hunched and seemingly lost in
her anguish. The vivid imagery of crows cawing - almost like a ritualistic chant - adds a layer of intensity to
the scene, emphasizing the heaviness of the moment.

The narrator's desire to console and reassure their mother reveals a profound bond and understanding; they
attempt to remind her that she is safe now, and that “he” is gone. This “he” symbolizes the presence of an
abuser who subjected her to verbal and physical torments. The mom’s tears, which fall without reaching her
cheeks, signify a deep-seated sorrow that is more than just physical pain.

The revelation that her suffering stems not solely from the memories of abuse, but also from the absence of
the abuser casts a somber light on the complexities of love and loss. The mother’s whispers of longing
highlight a painful contradiction: even after the danger is removed, the emotional turmoil persists, for she
secretly desires the return of the very person who caused her pain.



The chapter closes with the poignant self-reflection of the narrator, who contemplates their own feelings of
hurt and realizes that they, too, hurt “everywhere.” This echoes the broader themes of pain, loss, and the
profound effects of trauma, leaving a haunting impression of interconnected suffering between mother and
child.

Chapter Two

In the morning, the atmosphere is thick with crows, filling the trees and rooftops surrounding Leighton's
home. Observing from her bedroom window, she notes the unsettling presence of these birds as her brother
returns home, prompting her to rush through her shower to instill some semblance of normalcy in the chaotic
morning. This school year feels particularly heavy for Leighton, as it marks her final stretch before she must
find a way to protect her sisters and ensure her path to college.

Entering the kitchen, she is greeted by her mother, who, startled, spills coffee on herself. Though she
attempts to smile at Leighton, the warmth is overshadowed by a hollow semblance of happiness that no
longer reflects their closer relationship. The presence of scarlet roses in a chipped vase—a token from her
brother's attempts to apologize—further complicates the family dynamics.

Leighton wrestles with her feelings, torn between confronting her mother about the situation at home or
smoothing over the tension. When she inquires about her brother's recent actions, their mother deflects and
insists on a casual morning routine, a tactic Leighton recognizes as an attempt to avoid the sensitive topic.
The heaviness in the house remains palpable, with signs of disturbance evident in the disarray of picture
frames and a pervasive sense of stress that seems to heighten during these difficult nights.

As the anticipation and anxiety swell in the household, Leighton reflects on her identity and the traits she
shares with a photograph of a girl from a happier time. This contemplation leads her to question her ability to
forgive and cope with the ongoing turmoil.

Before rushing her sisters to the bus stop, Leighton resolves to confront the remnants of their fractured life,
symbolized by a useless house phone that links them to a world outside. With the familiar sound of a dial
tone, she acknowledges the fragile vein of communication that remains, underscoring the tension and
complexity of family, love, and the desperate need for safety amidst chaos.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - December 31

In the chapter titled "Auburn, Pennsylvania," dated December 31, we are presented with a striking snapshot
of the local environment. The narrative begins with a focus on the crow population, which stands at an
impressive 97,361 and is continuously increasing. This figure not only serves as a numerical indicator of the
crow presence in the area but also hints at a deeper ecological balance and the interconnections within the
local ecosystem.

The choice of crows as a focal point reflects both their adaptability and the role they play in the environment.
Crows are known for their intelligence, social structure, and complex behaviors, which can provoke thought
about their impact on the environment and their interactions with both natural and human-made elements.
Their growing population can also be an indicator of ecological changes, such as available food resources
and habitat conditions.

Furthermore, the chapter subtly invites the reader to consider the implications of such a large avian
population within a small town like Auburn. It raises questions about biodiversity, the health of local
ecosystems, and the relationship between wildlife and urban development. The mention of Auburn,



Pennsylvania, evokes a sense of place and sets the stage for examining local dynamics, challenging readers to
delve deeper into the environmental conditions and community life that contribute to such notable figures.

The atmosphere in this brief chapter is rich with potential for exploration, as it paves the way for future
discussions about conservation, urban wildlife, and the intricate balance of life that exists even in seemingly
ordinary settings. The engaging style keeps the reader’s attention and sets a contemplative tone for the
discourse to follow, reinforcing the importance of understanding the natural world around us and the
remarkable ways in which it manifests in our everyday lives.

Chapter Sixty-Five

In Chapter Sixty-Five of "If These Wings Could Fly," the preparations for a special evening unfold at the
protagonist's house. It’s New Year’s Eve, and Leighton and her friend Sofia are readying themselves,
adorned in striking outfits, including a black satin dress that accentuates Leighton's reddish hair. The playful
banter about their attire reveals their close friendship, with Sofia humorously comparing Leighton to a
combination of Audrey Hepburn and Strawberry Shortcake.

As they address a knock at the door, Campbell enters, admiring Leighton’s look, which prompts further
compliments. Before heading out, they are supported by Leighton's mother, who reflects on her past as she
sees the girls prepare for their night. The cold outside is palpable, emphasizing the bleakness of their
environment, where crows have overtaken the town, marking a foreboding end to the year and symbolizing
deeper issues within their community. Sofia’s car serves as a sanctuary from the frigid weather, yet the
ominous presence of the crows outside cannot be ignored.

Upon arriving at the school, the atmosphere shifts to excitement as Liam greets Leighton, appreciating her
unexpected glamor. His lighthearted decision to wear a Superman t-shirt under a tuxedo showcases his quirky
personality. Their interaction is sweet, filled with teasing comments and moments of shared laughter. Liam
also shares news of his acceptance into an art program, boosting both his future prospects and his spirits.

Their inspiring conversation reveals Leighton's pride in her writing, especially as Liam quotes her work in
the local newspaper that confronts the town's problems, suggesting that the crows are just a symptom of
deeper issues. The chapter encapsulates poignant moments where friendship triumphs over adversity,
underscored by a sense of new beginnings as they dance together in the gym, lost in each other amidst a
world of chaos. Leighton’s reflection on a past rainstorm metaphorically ties to her current bliss, revealing
how amidst the unpredictable nature of life, she finds solace and beauty in this one perfect moment with
Liam.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - September 28

The provided chapter is very short and consists of only a few lines with specific details such as a location,
date, and a statistic. Here's a summary while following your outlined requirements:

---

**If These Wings Could Fly**

This chapter opens with a setting in **Auburn, Pennsylvania** on **September 28**. The primary focus is
on the **CROW POPULATION**, which is reported to be **22,367**. The presentation is straightforward
and concise, emphasizing the specific date and details pertinent to the population of crows in the area. There
are no additional narrative elements or contextual information provided, which suggests that this chapter



might serve as a numeric or data-driven introduction rather than a narrative piece.

The use of numerical statistics serves to ground the reader in a factual basis, perhaps implying the importance
of wildlife observation in the region. The chapter's simplicity, with its bold and italicized text, signifies the
relevance of these details within the broader narrative structure of the book. The lack of additional context
can lead to speculation about the thematic significance of the crow population mentioned; whether it serves
as a metaphor or simply a point of factual interest is undetermined based on this short excerpt.

---

This summary captures the essence of the chapter while staying within the required word count and
preserving important details.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - September 3

The chapter opens with a concise setting that anchors the reader in Auburn, Pennsylvania, on a specific date,
September 3. It presents a stark statistic regarding the local crow population, marking it at 3,582. This detail
may serve as a poignant symbol or an anecdotal representation of larger themes that will unfold in the
narrative. The setting and statistics play a crucial role in establishing the environment and perhaps hint at the
dynamics of nature and community life in this small town.

While the text is brief, every element seems carefully chosen to lay the groundwork for a deeper exploration
of the interactions between humans and the natural world. The mention of the crow population might suggest
themes of change, migration, or ecological balance that could be pivotal to the story's progression. It leaves
the reader with an inviting sense of curiosity about how these elements will weave into the broader narrative.

Moreover, the concise format emphasizes a starkness that could reflect underlying tensions or contrasts in
Auburn. The specificity of time and place cements the local feel, grounding the reader in a distinct moment,
while the numerical detail about the crowds elicits questions that likely drive the narrative forward.

This introduction, albeit short, seems to set up anticipation for the exploration of relationships, possibly
between community members, and their environment or among different species cohabiting the space. The
implication of the crow population hints at themes of observation, survival, or disruption, inviting readers to
consider what these crows signify within the broader context of the book.

Overall, the chapter effectively initiates the narrative, invoking both place and potentially symbolic meaning
encapsulated within a simple statistic that stands poised to unfold into a more complex story.

Chapter Fifteen

In Chapter Fifteen of "If These Wings Could Fly," Juniper and the narrator enjoy a quiet morning in their
backyard while the chill of early autumn hangs in the air. As the weather remains unseasonably warm,
Campbell is out riding her bike, despite a recent mishap involving a rosebush that almost ended her biking
season early. The narrator juggles calculus homework, newspaper research, and frustration over an art
elective that hasn’t gone well, while Juniper reads a book of fairy tales.

Amidst their work, the annoying cawing of crows surrounding them becomes a recurring distraction. The
narrator has been researching the influx of crows in towns across America and shares that a nearby town has
seen around fifty thousand crows as they migrate from Canada. This astonishing figure surprises Juniper,
sparking a discussion about the local crows’ numbers and the ongoing football success of Auburn's team,



which the narrator finds peculiar.

As crows land near them, the narrator impulsively throws raisins, disregarding a local ordinance Juniper had
mentioned in a recent paper. This rebellious act brings joy to both, and they laugh over Juniper's lost leather
cuff bracelet, which she feels guilty about misplacing. They discuss methods other towns have employed to
scare away crows, revealing the darker side of hunting practices in their area, which gives Juniper an
uncomfortable thought about the safety of the local crows.

The lighthearted mood shifts as Juniper reveals that she has been writing letters to Joe, a crow she admires,
leaving treats for him in hopes of receiving gifts. The narrator is skeptical but considers the possibility after
Juniper presents a shiny marble she claims is a gift from Joe. Campbell, their sister, disrupts their fun by
mocking the idea, but Juniper's earnestness remains intact as she confidently shares her letter to Joe.

The chapter takes a darker turn when Campbell's bike is run over by a returning truck. The narrator witnesses
Campbell's heartbreak and frustration as she stands helplessly in the yard, grappling with the loss of her bike
and an uncertain future for her biking adventures. The emotional weight of her situation paints a somber
conclusion to an otherwise playful and nostalgic scene.

Chapter Sixty-One

In Chapter Sixty-One of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist, Leighton, is called out of art class by
Mrs. Riley to discuss an important matter in the newsroom. Mrs. Riley reveals that the council has decided to
award Leighton a scholarship of five thousand dollars based on her essay. However, there’s a caveat: they
have decided not to publish her essay in the Auburn Gazette.

Leighton is initially thrilled about the scholarship, but confusion follows as she grapples with the reason
behind the council's decision not to print her work. Mrs. Riley explains that while the council acknowledges
the worthiness of Leighton's essay, they consider it a "liability." This term raises concerns for Leighton, as
she questions who stands to be harmed by the essay's publication. Mrs. Riley implies that the danger may
extend to both Leighton and her family, but it also reflects a wider thought about the town's interests.

While contemplating this, Leighton notices Joe, a character connected to her, sitting outside. His presence, a
silent witness to her turmoil, adds to her feelings of unease. This leads her to suggest a solution: for the
council to publish her essay anonymously. Although Mrs. Riley hesitates, Leighton insists that publishing
anonymously would shift the liability from her to the council. She argues that if they still refuse, it would
prove their attempt to protect her is not entirely altruistic.

Leighton further expresses her determination to ensure her work is recognized, suggesting she could use her
essay for other college applications even if it doesn’t appear in the Auburn Gazette. This resilient attitude
highlights her commitment as she concludes her conversation with Mrs. Riley, who agrees to approach the
council on her behalf. By the end of the chapter, when Leighton looks back out the window, the absence of
Joe underscores her feelings of isolation amidst the circumstances she is facing.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - November 4

The provided text is very brief and consists mostly of metadata and formatting without significant content to
summarize. It mentions the location Auburn, Pennsylvania, the date November 4, and a specific crow
population count of 42,387. If you have a more detailed chapter or a specific section of the book you'd like
summarized, please share that, and I will be happy to assist!



Chapter Sixty-Six

You are being provided with a book chapter by chapter. I will request you to read the book for me after each
chapter. After reading the chapter, 1. shorten the chapter to no less than 300 words and no more than 400
words. 2. Do not change the name, address, or any important nouns in the chapter. 3. Do not translate the
original language. 4. Keep the same style as the original chapter, keep it consistent throughout the chapter.
Your reply must comply with all four requirements, or it’s invalid.
I will provide the chapter now.

Chapter Sixty-Six

“I HEARD YOUR DAD TRIED TO kill your mom.”

And there goes that perfect moment.

Liam and I turn to face Brody, who is grinning at me.

The police blotter.

Liam takes a step toward him, and I grab his arm. “Let’s go,” I say.

“Leighton.” Liam’s arm is tight and tense under my fingers.

“Let’s just leave.”

“But they haven’t even announced the Winter Formal Ice King and Queen,” Brody says. “I hear you two are
the favorites.”

“Jesus, Brody, how much of a jackass can you be?” Liam asks.

“Ignore him,” I say. “C’mon.”

“Brody, you have to leave,” says a voice behind me. It’s Amelia. Perfect hair, perfect dress . . . perfectly cold
glare in her eyes as she faces Brody. “As student council president, I’m telling you to leave the dance.”

“Whatever,” he says. “Lame-ass dance anyway.”

“Go,” she says again. Just like at the football game, I’m surprised by how forceful her voice is for someone
so small.

Brody flips her off before turning away, but he does leave the gym.
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“Thank you, Amelia.” My hand falls onto her arm. I’m so grateful, I don’t even know how to say it.

“Don’t let him ruin your night,” Amelia says. “Oh, damn, someone’s putting the basketball nets down.
They’re going to wreck my balloon arch. I’ve gotta go.”

She waves goodbye.

Sofia is on the other side of the gym, already yelling at the kid who is lowering the basketball nets and
gesturing wildly at the balloons. I laugh, but when I turn back to Liam, he’s still angry.

“Wanna get out of here?” I ask.

“Really? Where do you want to go?”

“New York City,” I say. “California. The moon.”

Finally, he laughs.

“First, the newsroom. I need to check my email.”

“Lead the way,” he says.

The newsroom is pitch-black, and we stumble our way through it, unwilling to turn on lights and attract a
teacher’s attention.

“It’s gonna take a little while to warm up,” I whisper, turning on my dinosaur computer.

“Mmmhmm. Did you bring me here under false pretenses, Barnes?” Liam asks, his hands finding me in the
dark.

“Maybe,” I giggle. The computer starts up, and I click on the email icon.

“You know, this takes a while to open, too,” I tell him.

He turns me in his arms and lifts me up onto my desk. He kisses me slowly, his hands tangling in the teased
curls of my eighties-styled hair. I laugh when he fails for the fourth time to move my hair. “What exactly are
you trying to do?” I ask, my eyes on the ceiling.

“Kiss your neck. It’s like a lion’s mane.”

“I am woman,” I say. “Hear me roar.”

He laughs, and then he is kissing me again. I can feel his smile against my lips, and there’s no place in the
world I’d rather be than in the school newsroom, making out with Liam McNamara.

The rustle of my dress sends a chill across my skin. I’m glad we are alone. This feels like how really well-
written words make me feel. Not like an article for the paper or an essay for lit class. More like a sonnet. My
legs are parentheses around his waist. When I sigh against his neck, it’s an apostrophe—in the possessive.
And every word of it is familiar already—I’ve been memorizing them for months. Liam’s arms come around
me and pull me in tighter, he kisses me deeper, and I wonder where this is going—

My email dings.

He pulls back, tilts his head. “Probably not the place.”



“Definitely not the place.”

I hop off the desk and turn to check my email. I scroll through the dozens of junk emails and college emails
that have cluttered my inbox in the last week. And then one catches my eyes: Early Admission Application
Update.

“It’s from NYU,” I say.

“You don’t think?”

“I don’t know,” I whisper, and we both turn to look at the screen.

“Oh, look. This one’s from my ornithologist.”

I click on that email first.

“Wimp,” Liam whispers, his hands trying in vain to gather up my wild hair so he can look over my shoulder.
I read the first email out loud.

“‘As promised, I’ve enclosed the second thermal-imaging map of the crow roosting habits in Auburn,
Pennsylvania . . .’” I trail off and open the attachment. Like the first thermal map he sent me a few weeks
ago, another brilliantly colored map fills the screen. Yellow and orange on the outskirts of town, where there
are fewer crows. Red and maroon where their concentration is higher. But this map looks different from the
first. There’s a lot more dark red, and now there is one patch of black—the highest concentration—and the
entire thing is shaped like a storm, with an epicenter where the most crows have gathered.

I look at the street outlines on the map, and my breath catches. The black spot falls almost perfectly over my
home.

“Liam . . .” I click to enlarge the map. “What the hell do you think that means?”

“Leighton.”

“It’s strange, right?”

“Leighton,” he says again. “You opened the other one.”

He’s right. I clicked the wrong button. Instead of enlarging the map, I closed it.

And opened the email from NYU.

“Lay-TON!” Liam shouts. He lifts me up in my shiny black dress and spins me around.

I got in.

Chapter Nine

In Chapter Nine of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist, Leighton, finds herself in a lunch booth with
Liam McNamara, who sits next to her friend Sofia. Their conversation starts casually, with Liam
commenting on the cold tater tots on Leighton's tray. As the conversation unfolds, it becomes evident that
Leighton has been hiding something from Sofia, and she feels the tension of being found out.



Liam candidly mentions broaching a confrontation with Brody, who has been rude in class. Leighton
appreciates Liam's support, especially since she typically avoids conflict and hasn’t spoken to Brody since
she turned him down. The dynamic shifts as Liam casually asks Leighton out, which flusters Sofia and leads
to an awkward moment. Leighton declines his offer, stating her commitment to focusing on college
applications and homework, which resonate with her priorities.

Despite her rejection, Leighton can't help but feel drawn to Liam's direct attention and kindness, contrasting
it with her overwhelming responsibilities and the turmoil of her home life. As they chat, Liam throws out
compliments that surprise her, suggesting he sees potential in her. Resisting her growing affection, Leighton
insists she doesn’t have time for dating, regardless of the fun it might bring.

When Liam adopts a melodramatic, heartbroken persona after her rejection, Sofia finds it entertaining, and
even Leighton struggles to suppress her laughter. As their exchange concludes, Liam leaves with a playful
farewell, which heightens Leighton’s awareness of the chemistry between them—something both
exhilarating and unsettling for her.

Sofia’s comments afterward reveal her belief that Liam genuinely likes Leighton, which makes Leighton
uneasy. Although she enjoys their interactions, she mentally berates herself for having feelings for him. The
backdrop of her family obligations looms large over her, as she has less than a year to stabilize her home life
to ensure her sisters' safety. This ticking clock complicates her feelings, as she grapples with the thought that
romance could lead to heartbreak. With the specter of a picture commemorating a past "ever after" stuck in
her living room, she reflects on the inevitable heartaches of life, hinting at the complexities that love entails.

Chapter Fourteen

In "Chapter Fourteen" of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the scene unfolds in the bustling Auburn Diner on a
Saturday morning, a place where the aroma of pancakes fills the air and families gather for breakfast. The
protagonist reflects on her family legacy in Auburn, tied to her grandfather's construction business, which
built many buildings in town, including their own home. This legacy, while substantial, raises questions
about the duality of people's lives—how they present themselves outwardly compared to their internal
realities.

As the family eagerly awaits their food, the waitress Christine greets them warmly, reflecting a camaraderie
that contrasts with the family's underlying tensions. Her invitation to join a girls' night out is met with a quick
refusal from the father, Jesse Barnes, who has been increasingly isolating his wife from friends. This
dynamic highlights the strain within the family, pointing to a pattern of suppression and control from Jesse.

The chapter introduces Officer DiMarco, a long-lost friend of Jesse, whose visit brings a fleeting moment of
normalcy. However, a sudden revelation about Jesse's lost bid for a significant library renovation contract
shifts the atmosphere. While Jesse attempts to brush off the news with a nonchalant attitude, the tension
between him and the mother becomes palpable, as his hand on her shoulder betrays more than a supportive
gesture; it shows the strain of control in their relationship.

As the children, including the narrator, observe their parent's facade of happiness, they too fall into the act,
nodding and smiling in response to their father’s remarks. The narrator’s inner turmoil escalates as the meal,
once a source of comfort, turns bitter in her mouth. The chapter closes on a poignant note, as the protagonist,
overwhelmed by the nightmarish reality masked by the morning's false charm, rushes to the restroom to
vomit—not just the breakfast, but the sorrow and fear lurking beneath the surface. This stark contrast
between the public display of normalcy and the private agony encapsulates the family's struggles and the
protagonist's quiet rebellion against their oppressive dynamic.

Chapter Eight



In Chapter Eight of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the narrator finds herself ensnared in the tension of her
household, specifically in her room while preparing for a calculus assignment. Despite her intentions to
focus, her anxiety grows as she anticipates her father’s imminent outburst, a cycle she knows all too well.
The atmosphere becomes unnervingly quiet, prompting her to slip out of her room, driven by a mix of fear
and curiosity to listen. She understands that the dread of anticipating the conflict is often worse than the
actual event, wishing for the turmoil to begin to reclaim a fleeting sense of safety after it passes.

Peering out her window, she observes her father dealing with a trash bag in the yard, a task that stirs a deeper
sense of unrest. His truck, emblazoned with "BARNES CONSTRUCTION," caters to the expectation of
family pride, yet she knows the truth—that her father's dreams of football glory were crushed by an injury,
relegating him to local legend status, thus leaving a legacy of unrealized potential entwined with anger and
disappointment.

When the narrator notes the mess on the truck, sullied by crow droppings, it symbolizes much more than a
petty inconvenience; it's a reflection of their chaotic life. Her father's anger manifests as he discards trash
recklessly, providing fodder for the townsfolk’s jokes and her own underlying fear. The presence of her
mother, passively trying to maintain order, only exacerbates the narrator's feelings of helplessness.

As the night progresses, tension escalates when a dish slips from her mother's hands, which incites further
anger from her father, resulting in shattering glass scattered across the floor. In a moment of desperation, the
narrator defends her mother, but this only earns her father's ire. He storms out, temporarily leaving the family
in the aftermath of his rage.

Right after, the narrator tries to comfort her mother as they clean up the broken glass, underscoring the
disquiet that hangs over their household. Her mother's lament that things weren't always this way starkly
contrasts with the narrator's perception that her father's anger is a constant in their lives. The chapter closes
with the narrator contemplating the nature of their father's rage, pondering whether he needs them present to
fuel it—reflecting on a painful truth that resonates within their fraught existence.

Chapter Sixty-Eight

In Chapter Sixty-Eight of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist finds herself reflecting on her
relationship with Liam as he drives away into the night. Standing on the edge of a sidewalk, she imagines a
hopeful future filled with promises, contrasting sharply with the tense reality awaiting her. The sight of
Liam’s red taillights disappearing into darkness brings a smile, but is soon interrupted by the explosion of
fireworks marking the New Year. This moment of joy quickly shifts as she notices the unexpected darkness
of her home; no lights are on, despite it being a festive night.

As she approaches the house, the dread sets in—she realizes all the windows are open. When she stands at
the front step, her heart sinks upon sensing another presence in the house. A man’s shadow looms in the
foyer, a figure lurking in the dark. The protagonist recognizes this figure as someone who has broken a
protection order. Panic and fear intertwine as she questions the safety of her situation, concerned for the girls
inside. The thought of running away flits through her mind, but the terror of possibly leaving them vulnerable
weighs heavily on her.

Opening the door reveals a figure that embodies all her fears, the darkness around him exacerbating the sense
of dread. The fleeting moment of optimism she had—imagining a welcoming home filled with safety and
love—turns into a haunting reminder of what she has to confront. This chapter illustrates a poignant struggle
between hope and fear, reflecting the protagonist's desire for a brighter future alongside the harsh realities of
her present circumstances. As the memories of potential happiness fade away, she grapples with the intense
feeling of anxiety that her imagined future is slipping further out of reach.



Chapter Fifty-Seven

In Chapter Fifty-Seven of *If These Wings Could Fly*, tension escalates as the characters return home to a
chaotic environment. Upon arriving late from a trip, Erin and her family find their house in disarray,
foretelling an atmosphere fraught with anger. There’s no apology from their father as he immediately begins
to lash out at Erin, accusing her of embarrassment. The physical state of their home reflects the turmoil
within: furniture is disheveled, walls bear evidence of violence, and a cherished homecoming picture is found
shattered.

Erin’s mother shows a rare glimpse of her own anger, confronting her husband about leaving the family
during their outing. He expresses deep frustration about his failures and the burdens of their small town,
exclaiming that he cannot escape his past or find work. His emotional outburst drives him to violence as he
kicks over a chair, causing debris to rain down. The escalating conflict culminates when Erin's mother takes a
stand, telling him he needs to leave, inciting disbelief and aggression from him.

As the confrontation intensifies, the father traps the mother against the wall, displaying a threatening
demeanor. In a panic, Erin retreats upstairs but remains in a position to observe. The father seizes the car
keys, taunting the mother to retrieve them, reinforcing his control over the situation. This act marks a turning
point, as Erin's mother stands in silence, feeling powerless in the face of her husband's turmoil.

The chapter ends poignantly with a shared silence as Erin, her siblings, and their mother end the day huddled
in bed, fostering a moment of quiet unity against the chaos. This chapter underscores themes of domestic
strife, emotional conflict, and the challenges of familial loyalty in a toxic environment.

Chapter Sixty

In Chapter Sixty of "If These Wings Could Fly," Leighton and Liam revisit a spot where they once skipped
school, seeking solace from the world around them. The cold weather prevents them from leaving the car, yet
they find warmth in each other as they sit on the hood and gaze at the starry sky, feeling a sense of protection
from the towering trees. This moment of intimacy allows them to be alone together, especially after a period
of silence following Auburn's disappointing football loss and the town's withdrawal from its usual
excitement.

Leighton's desire to share her thoughts prompts her to lean against Liam, where she confides in him about
submitting an essay for a scholarship contest, highlighting her feelings about home and the complexities of
their town. She mentions that if she wins, her piece will be published in the *Gazette*, acknowledging the
challenges she wrote about—particularly regarding a figure from her past.

As they discuss Leighton's essay, Liam expresses concern for her safety amidst the scrutiny such an
announcement might attract. Their conversation shifts to the difficulties of growing up in Auburn; Liam
shares his struggle with the expectations placed on him and the constant pressure to maintain a perfect image.
He explains that while he excels due to hard work, he feels that the town's acceptance is conditional.

Their dialogue delves into deeper reflections on identity and fear. Leighton reveals the emotional toll of
living with anxiety, feeling burdened by a life marked by caution and hypervigilance. Liam encourages her,
asserting that their aspirations reach beyond the confines of Auburn, expressing optimism about their future.

The mood shifts as they engage in playful banter, reminiscing about the early days of their connection. Liam
recalls how Leighton caught his attention, not just because of her looks but because of her unexpected
bravery during a class discussion. They find joy in this exchange, reinforcing their bond and hinting at
Leighton's struggles with self-acceptance and their complicated relationship with love and fear. Ultimately,



the chapter reveals the strength of their connection amidst challenges and vulnerability.

Chapter Thirty-Five

In Chapter Thirty-Five of "If These Wings Could Fly," Leighton finds herself emotionally overwhelmed after
a distressing encounter with her father the previous night. She rushes to Liam's car in the pouring rain,
seeking solace. As she settles in, his casual greeting, "Good morning, beautiful," triggers a wave of tears.
Despite her attempts to hold back her emotions, the storm within her erupts, leaving her vulnerable and
exposed as she reveals her pain to Liam.

Liam, noticing her distress, pulls over instead of taking her to school, showing genuine concern for her well-
being. Amid her tears, Leighton struggles to articulate the turmoil she’s experiencing at home, revealing that
her father's emotional abuse has persisted for years, intensifying over time. The complex emotions
surrounding her family dynamics, especially her mother’s blind love for her father, render her incapable of
leaving despite the pain.

As they sit together, the rain pouring down mirrors Leighton's inner turmoil. Liam urges her to distance
herself from her toxic home life, emphasizing that she doesn't deserve such treatment. His encouragement,
though well-meaning, clashes with Leighton's reality, as returning home feels inevitable given her mother's
unwavering attachment.

Eventually, Leighton begins to feel a sense of relief from sharing her burden, and she thanks Liam,
acknowledging they should return to school. Liam proposes staying away until after the first period, a
suggestion Leighton readily agrees to, finding comfort in their shared moments of vulnerability.

As the rain lessens, they observe crows playing in the trees, a moment of levity that contrasts with Leighton's
internal struggles. When they finally arrive at school, they're late, and Leighton remembers her impending
calculus exam, hastily making her way through the hall. A flyer about a crow hunt catches her attention,
reminding her that she isn’t the only one dealing with urgent, troubling matters. The chapter encapsulates a
tender and tumultuous moment as Leighton grapples with her emotions and complex family situation,
providing a poignant exploration of her struggles amid fleeting connections and harsh realities.

Chapter One

In the opening chapter of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist reflects on her tense home
environment, marked by an atmosphere of emotional turmoil and fear. The chapter begins with her window
open to a humid night, with heavy clouds looming, symbolizing a desperate wait for rain, which represents
life and forgiveness in the drought-stricken town. The protagonist's thoughts drift to the tension in her
household, particularly focused on her father's frightening presence.

As the protagonist sits with her two younger sisters, the noise of classic rock music fills the house, growing
louder with each beat, highlighting the chaos within. Suddenly, the mood shifts as a crash is heard
downstairs, triggering panic about their mother's safety. The father is depicted as a figure of rage, the cause
of which seems to stem from financial stress over a mortgage payment and a high energy bill. This stress
leads to violent outbursts, and the protagonist is acutely aware of the fear and potential danger her mother
faces.

The paragraph depicts chilling moments when the father confronts the mother, shoving her against furniture
in a fit of rage. Despite her attempts to reassure her sisters that everything is fine, the protagonist feels
helpless and fearful of escalating violence. She decides to escape and seek help, aware that the telephone is



cut, rendering her unable to call for help.

Climbing out the window and onto the roof, she attempts to maintain a facade of bravery for her sisters,
encouraging them to join her in what she tries to frame as an adventure. Yet, her own fear is palpable,
especially as they cross a yard covered in ominous crows that add to the sense of foreboding.

The protagonist's journey towards a neighbor's house is fraught with anxiety. When cautious hopes for
assistance turn to despair upon discovering no one is home, she returns only to be confronted by her father.
She lies to him in fear, saying she called the police, understanding the risks that come with the truth. As he
storms out, leaving her momentarily safe, rain finally begins to pour, bringing a change that feels both
cleansing and cathartic, as the darkness of her current situation is temporarily alleviated by the promise of
renewal.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - September 2

In the dedication of "If These Wings Could Fly," the author expresses heartfelt gratitude to several
individuals. The dedication is aimed specifically at the author's little brother, Jackson, who is depicted as a
guiding light, akin to a star, illuminating the universe not only through his presence but also through their
sibling bond. There's a touch of humor as the author notes Jackson's height in comparison to themselves,
emphasizing a sense of admiration mixed with sibling dynamics.

Moreover, the author acknowledges Kayleigh and Katharyn, friends who stand shoulder to shoulder with the
author in times of adversity, fearlessly facing challenges together with flashlights in hand—metaphorically
representing hope and companionship in dark situations. This imagery reinforces the importance of
friendship and support in overcoming obstacles.

In a poignant turn, the dedication extends to survivors of domestic violence and those still caught in such
circumstances. It's a significant acknowledgment, conveying solidarity with those facing hardship and
darkness. The author reassures these individuals that while they may feel trapped in seemingly endless
struggles, this moment can mark not an end but a pivotal starting point in their journey towards healing and
self-empowerment. The line implies that they hold the power to shape their narratives, thus encouraging
resilience and hope for the future.

Overall, this dedication serves not only as a personal statement but also as an empowering message to those
who have faced adversity, reminding them that the journey of life continues beyond the challenges they face.
The tone is intimate, reflective, and optimistic, encapsulating themes of support, resilience, and the
importance of connection in the face of difficulties.

Chapter Fifty-One

In Chapter Fifty-One of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist, Leighton, returns home to find her
family gathered in the living room. Her father, clearly burdened by guilt and stress, expresses regret for his
recent outburst, attributing it to the pressure of his failing business and a desire to shield his daughters from
his problems. His words are filled with remorse as he apologizes, but the underlying tension remains
palpable.

Leighton's mother attempts to support him by suggesting they keep the house in order to relieve his stress,
thereby indicating that they believe their actions might have triggered his anger. This notion frustrates
Leighton and her sister, Campbell, as they silently acknowledge the inadequacy of such a justification. They
realize this focus on the house and their behavior overlooks the real issue at hand.



As the conversation continues, their father proposes adding more enjoyable activities to their family
dynamic, hoping to create positive experiences despite financial constraints. When he pleads with Leighton
to be a part of this newfound plan, she reluctantly agrees but remains conflicted about the sincerity behind
their father's apologetic demeanor.

Later, as Leighton seeks refuge on the front stoop with her mother, they discuss the multitude of birds in their
tree—a moment that juxtaposes the chaos in their home life with the tranquility in nature. Her mother insists
that her father isn’t a monster, but merely a flawed person grappling with his demons. Leighton, however,
struggles to accept this idea; she feels their father's humiliation is a small comfort in light of his destructive
behavior.

The discussion reveals tensions about their father's recent actions, including staying with Officer DiMarco,
which Leighton views with disdain. As she contemplates the issues within their family unit, she recognizes
that even though they are bound by love, their relationships are fragile and could easily collapse under the
weight of unresolved conflicts. The chapter closes with Leighton contemplating the complexity of their
familial bonds while holding her mother's hand, signifying a moment of solidarity amidst the turmoil.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - September 15

The provided text appears to be an excerpt from a book titled "If These Wings Could Fly." It includes
specific details such as the location, date, and a statistic about the crow population in Auburn, Pennsylvania,
dated September 15, with a recorded count of 16,980 crows.

1. **Summary**:
The chapter opens with a setting established in Auburn, Pennsylvania, on September 15. It presents a
relatively straightforward piece of information regarding the crow population in the area, noting a significant
figure of 16,980. This data serves to create a contextual backdrop for the narrative, highlighting the
interaction of nature and human environment in a particular locale. The mention of an exact date and a
specific numerical statistic adds a layer of realism and invites the reader to consider the implications of
wildlife within their immediate surroundings in Auburn.

2. **Character/Setting Details**:
While this chapter does not delve deeply into any characters or an overarching storyline, it establishes a
geographical and temporal context that might be pivotal for further content. The numerically dense detail
concerning the crow population hints at the potential for discussing themes of nature, wildlife, or
environmental observation later in the narrative.

In summary, while economical in its narrative, this excerpt sets the groundwork for themes that could emerge
around nature, population dynamics, and possibly the relationship of individuals with their environment as
the book progresses. Further chapters may provide depth to the context introduced here.

Chapter Sixty-Three

In Chapter Sixty-Three of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist wakes up in the early hours of
Christmas Day to the sound of Axl Rose's music and raised voices from downstairs. Feeling uneasy, they
sneak into their sisters' room, where they find them huddled in fear. As the commotion continues, it is clear
that their father is in a volatile state, searching for his lost cell phone. After fixing a broken lock on their door
with a screw found on Liam’s windowsill, they muster the courage to join their mother and confront the
chaos in the kitchen.



Their father, visibly angry, holds a copy of the Auburn Gazette that features the protagonist's essay, which
has been anonymously published. Although the essay is a heartfelt expression aimed at healing and
understanding their family dynamics, the father perceives it as a threat to his reputation and their family's
construction business. The daughters, caught in the crossfire of the escalating tension, fear for their safety as
their father's rage becomes increasingly unpredictable. He lashes out, blaming the protagonist for ruining
their lives and threatens harm.

The situation deteriorates as he physically assaults their mother, leading the protagonist to intervene out of
desperation. This act of bravery results in a chaotic confrontation marked by fear and desperation, as the
siblings try to protect each other amid their father's aggression. The chapter captures the fraught dynamics of
family trauma, the desperation to escape violent situations, and a son’s instinct to protect his mother and
sisters.

As the chapter progresses, the tension heightens and culminates in an alarming moment when the protagonist
realizes the gravity of their father's actions and their own vulnerability. Just when hope seems lost, something
unexpected crashes in: Dad's lost cell phone falls onto the windowsill, symbolizing a flicker of hope amidst
the chaos—a potential means to communicate and seek help.

Chapter Sixty-Nine

In Chapter Sixty-Nine of "If These Wings Could Fly," the atmosphere is tense and oppressive as the lights
are out in the house due to someone shutting off the power as punishment. The narrator, presumably
Leighton, finds herself in a dimly lit room with her sisters, Juniper and Campbell, feeling a mix of fear and
urgency. Despite the quiet, the panic in her chest is palpable, and the tension grows as she hears muffled
arguments coming from downstairs, indicating a volatile situation.

With a desperate need to escape, Leighton contemplates calling for help but quickly shifts focus to the more
immediate threat: the presence of a gun. Fireworks illuminate the sky, momentarily distracting her as she
tries to reassure the frightened girls. She decides she must find their mother, feeling restless and knowing that
doing nothing only heightens the anxiety. However, Campbell's plaintive plea adds weight to the reality of
their situation—they all understand the danger they might face.

As Leighton approaches the living room, she is met by the shadowy figure of her mother and the man
wielding the gun. His confrontational tone sends chills down her spine, and she becomes paralyzed with fear.
The moment intensifies as she hears the creak of her bedroom door, realizing her sisters are at risk. She
thinks urgently of how to protect them, but they seem to sense the danger too, retreating back into the safety
of their room.

With her mother's calm, calculated movements, she positions herself between Leighton and the gunman,
embodying a protective instinct that momentarily calms Leighton’s racing heartbeat. Her mother’s whispered
instructions to go upstairs fight against the weight of Leighton's memories, where love and safety once
resided. This bond feels unbreakable, yet as the moment escalates, Leighton is torn between wanting to heed
her mother's words and her instinct to move closer, driven by an overriding need for their connection amidst
the chaos. The chapter encapsulates a crescendo of fear, protective love, and the instinct to act in the face of
potential catastrophe.

Dedication

In the dedication of "If These Wings Could Fly," the author expresses heartfelt sentiments towards significant
individuals in their life. The dedication is poignant and serves as a tribute to loved ones, as well as those



affected by domestic violence.

The dedication begins with a personal note to the author's younger brother, Jackson, likening him to a star for
his ability to illuminate their universe and humorously referencing his tall stature. This metaphor
encapsulates the warmth and admiration the author feels for him, establishing a sense of familial love and
support.

Next, the author acknowledges Kayleigh and Katharyn, sharing their shared experiences of confronting fears
together, symbolized by their readiness to face the dark with flashlights in hand. This imagery not only
emphasizes camaraderie but also highlights the importance of friendship during challenging times.

The dedication culminates in a poignant message directed at survivors of domestic violence, recognizing
their struggles and resilience. The author acknowledges that while the chapter may seem like an ending, it
simultaneously signifies a new beginning, empowering those in difficult situations by affirming that their
journeys are ongoing and personal.

Overall, this dedication blends personal anecdotes with broader themes of support, resilience, and hope,
setting the tone for the narrative that follows. It emphasizes connection to loved ones while also reaching out
to a wider audience, particularly survivors of domestic violence, offering solidarity and encouragement.

Chapter Forty-Nine

In Chapter Forty-Nine of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the narrative explores themes of change, personal
growth, and relationships, using crows as a symbolic backbone. The protagonist wakes up in Liam's bed and
is initially unsettled by the intimacy of the situation. Upon checking the window, she finds odd gifts that Joe
had left for her, further tying her past experiences to her current life. She decides to collect these gifts for
Juniper, recognizing their significance.

As she enters the kitchen, she discovers that Liam has made plans for a morning hike. Though the protagonist
expresses reservations about the cold weather, Liam, enthusiastic about the outdoors, assures her that it will
be invigorating. Their playful banter showcases their growing chemistry; he offers her cozy clothing and
brews instant oatmeal for breakfast. When she hesitates about the hike, he frames it as an opportunity for
"crow research," cleverly playing on her interests as a writer.

They meet friends Amelia and Sofia at the hiking trail. In their conversation, she learns more about Sofia’s
art pieces for an upcoming show, and they share excitement for the event. This is contrasted by introspection
as she reflects on Liam's previous confession of love. Their hike allows for light-hearted exchanges,
particularly about hot cocoa versus coffee, revealing more about Liam’s character and his caffeine aversion
due to anxiety.

At a lookout point, they enjoy the view while Amelia and Liam discuss student council matters. Sofia presses
Leighton about last night with Liam, prompting her to admit to panicking after his declaration of love.
Encouraged by Sofia, she contemplates her feelings for Liam, who has shown consistent affection. The
chapter ends with a strong metaphor as the crows gather, reflecting on the challenges of managing wild
populations and hinting at deeper life lessons about control and freedom. The protagonist concludes that the
crows will leave when they choose, paralleling her own journey toward understanding love and relationships.

Chapter Forty



In Chapter Forty of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist is confronted with a sense of dread as she
prepares to return home alone after school, fearing the imminent confrontation with her father. Her plans to
hide at the newspaper office are thwarted by its closure, leaving her vulnerable to the situation she dreads.
Just as anxiety begins to dominate her thoughts, Liam, her supportive boyfriend, arrives at her locker and
offers her a thoughtful gift—a phone, which he explains will be useful in emergencies. This gesture touches
her deeply, but it also elicits fear as she instinctively worries about her father's potential reaction if he
discovers it.

Despite Liam's insistence that she hide the phone well, the protagonist feels that there is no safe place for it.
She ultimately decides to return the phone to Liam, unable to take the risk of putting herself and her family in
jeopardy. This moment illustrates her inner struggles—while she craves safety, the reality of her home life
makes her wary of accepting help.

Their interaction is interrupted by a tense situation with Brody, who makes lewd comments and attempts to
invade her personal space. Reacting instinctively, she throws a basketball that strikes him in the face,
resulting in an injury and chaos in the gym. Coach Tenley confronts the situation, imposing a detention on
her despite her explanation of Brody's behavior. Liam stands up for her, confronting Brody and defending her
honor, but the situation leaves her feeling conflicted about her reactions.

As they drive home, silence fills the car, thick with unspoken emotions. The protagonist reflects on the
helplessness that amplifies her fear, even as she tries to reassure Liam about her safety and plans. The chapter
ends with her feeling haunted by the burdens of her past, amplifying her sense of entrapment in a dangerous
environment as she steps back into her home, a place that feels more like a prison than a sanctuary. Her
emotions reveal the internal conflict of wanting to escape her circumstances while recognizing how fear
paralyzes her.

Chapter Nineteen

In Chapter Nineteen of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrative shifts to the bus ride past local football
fields, where young boys practice flag football under the watchful eyes of coaches and fathers. The chapter
explores the pressure put on children to be the best in sports, leading to feelings of disappointment and failure
in their teenage years. The protagonist reflects on their own aversion to football, influenced by a father whose
obsession with the game ultimately led to his downfall.

As the story unfolds, the protagonist reads the *Auburn Gazette*, noticing the relentless coverage of the high
school football team. Although initially indifferent to the sport, they recognize the growing significance of
the team within the community. This realization sparks a desire to understand the team’s appeal, partly
motivated by the protagonist's friend, Sofia, who passionately supports the team and covers their games for
the school paper.

At home, the atmosphere is warm and familial as the protagonist completes homework in the kitchen while
the family prepares dinner. Their father returns from a long day of construction work, and the family shares
stories over a meal of spaghetti and meatballs. The protagonist’s younger sister, Juniper, expresses
excitement about a forthcoming history project, and their father's reaction reveals a stark contrast to their
usual tense family dynamics. The mention of visiting their grandmother, Nana, raises a sense of unease in the
protagonist, prompting introspective thoughts on their family's challenges.

The protagonist suggests attending the football game that night, surprising their parents, who agree as a
family outing. This response indicates a hopeful shift from the norm of tension at home. Meanwhile, there
are playful interactions between the siblings as Campbell helps the protagonist prepare for the game,
prompting light-hearted exchanges about clothing and personal appearances, signaling solidarity and support.



Humor is injected into the conversation as they tease about wearing sports-themed apparel, reinforcing their
bond. The chapter concludes on a positive note, as the protagonist dons the chosen outfit, reflecting
connections to friendship and familial warmth amidst the complexities of their personal life.

Chapter Sixty-Two

Chapter Sixty-Two begins with a reflection on the house that has been home for generations, starting with the
speaker’s father’s father. This ancestral connection raises questions about the nature of the house itself—was
it just built from timber and nails, devoid of malice? The speaker acknowledges that while their grandfather
was neither purely evil nor good, there’s an implication that his feelings might linger within the house. The
idea posits that our creations could embody parts of us, carrying the emotions, intentions, or anger of their
makers.

The speaker contemplates the possibility that their grandfather's anger might have tainted the very foundation
and walls of the home—possibly even extending to the entire town. This brings to mind a sense of “magic”
that Campbell once suggested, which now aligns more with the themes found in haunted house narratives.
This tone reflects a longing for protection or something more powerful than the fear that permeates the
environment, leading to a poignant realization that instead of being shielded, the house has mainly protected
the oppressive figure of the grandfather.

As the chapter progresses, the speaker explores the alluring concept of being free from the repercussions of
one's actions. They imagine a life where one can indulge in desires without the burden of guilt or
accountability, leading to the notion that such freedom might distort perceptions of right and wrong. This
reflection creates a chilling resonance with the emotional weight borne by ancestral connections and the eerie
legacy of the house, ultimately painting a complex portrait of familial ties intertwined with darker
undercurrents. Thus, the chapter delves into themes of guilt, legacy, and the haunting presence of past
generations, hinting at how the emotional fabric of our ancestors can shape our lives and the spaces we
inhabit.

Chapter Twenty-Five

In Chapter Twenty-Five of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the narrator reflects on the complexities of family
dynamics, particularly the emotional turbulence stemming from a father’s unpredictable anger. The chapter
opens with a metaphor comparing the house to a healed bone—something once broken that has now mended,
yet still carries the scars of its past.

Recalling a specific snow day from her childhood, the narrator describes a scene when she was eight years
old. Her mother, pregnant with Juniper and working as a waitress, leaves for work, while her father,
exhausted from labor, struggles with the overflow of trash that had been ignored. Upon seeing the mess, he
erupts in anger, violently throwing the trash and breaking a cabinet door in the process. This overwhelming
anger reverberates within the narrator, resulting in her and her brother Campbell fleeing to hide in a closet.

When their mother eventually finds them, they return to a scene that remains chaotic; their father is asleep on
the couch, and the cabinet door, contrary to the narrator's memory of its destruction, appears unbroken. The
moment exemplifies a child's confusion and the blend of reality with the surreal, leading her to doubt her
perception. Campbell’s whisper that it was “magic” indicates a shared recognition of the unusual.

As time passes, these violent outbursts become more frequent, and the narrator gains insight into the cyclical
nature of her father's behavior. Despite repeated promises that he will change, the pattern of anger persists.
She understands now that love alone does not prevent these episodes; instead, it complicates the situation,



creating a painful bond that makes leaving feel impossible.

In retrospect, the narrator recalls how the physical damage to their home often gets repaired magically,
reflecting the denial they’ve learned to adopt in response to their father’s volatility. This chapter encapsulates
the struggle of children trying to make sense of an erratic home life, the changes they witness, and the
emotional resilience they cultivate amidst chaos.

Chapter Seventy

In Chapter Seventy of "If These Wings Could Fly," the atmosphere is tense and chaotic, characterized by the
smell of smoke that raises confusion since guns don’t typically cause fires. Amidst the turmoil, the
protagonist, Leighton, finds himself pressed against the stairs beneath his mother, who anxiously checks if he
is hurt. Leighton reassures her that he is fine, but the distressing scene reveals that the wall nearby has been
shot, metaphorically 'bleeding' and requiring assistance.

A sense of urgency permeates the air as someone expresses panic, searching for keys without bothering to
examine the damaged wall further. Suddenly, a crow named Joe makes an unexpected entrance, flying
through an open window and landing on the shoulder of the protagonist. This event recalls the figure of the
Morrigan, a supernatural being associated with fate. Joe’s chaotic presence adds to the disarray as he bumps
into a coffee table, scattering trinkets that Juniper, presumably a key character, had left behind — including
pennies, paper clips, and the crucial truck keys, glinting in the moonlight.

As a firework illuminates the night, the scene momentarily becomes vivid. In a swiftly moving moment, Joe
seizes the keys with his claws and escapes through the window, leaving the chaotic setting behind. This
chapter effectively captures a blend of danger and the inexplicable presence of Joe, serving as both a
reminder of fragility and the unpredictable nature of their reality. The urgency and tension heighten as the
situation unfolds, blending supernatural symbolism with a stark depiction of vulnerability amidst threats.

Chapter Seven

In Chapter Seven of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the narrator reflects on her profound disconnection from
her surroundings and the world beyond her small town of Auburn. Feeling like she's on the edge of a
precipice without support, she seeks solace in the written word—a comforting legacy from her mother who
loved classic literature. However, she has grown weary of the tragedies inherent in these stories; instead, she
prefers the truth of journalism, which offers her a different perspective on life. Despite her disdain for the
classics, she finds herself in a literature class discussing *Tess of the d’Urbervilles*, dreading the inevitable
heartache contained within.

Throughout the class, she becomes acutely aware of Liam, a classmate who, unlike the stereotypical popular
kids, exudes a quiet charisma that attracts both admiration and scrutiny. The class dynamic is tense,
particularly when Brody, a popular boy, makes disparaging comments about feminism, using derogatory
language. The narrator attempts to advocate for the concept of feminism, emphasizing that it simply means
supporting equal rights for women—not a radical stance as Brody suggests.

Interestingly, Liam interjects that he considers himself a feminist, yet he falters when prompted to define it.
The narrator, feeling bristly yet resolute, challenges Brody's ignorance, which leads to an escalating tension
in the classroom. It is evident that although Liam is well-liked and socially adept, he also faces the
underlying racism that exists in their small town, something the narrator feels guilty for having ignored in
their youth.



The chapter encapsulates a moment of profound reflection as the narrator grapples with the social
complexities of her environment. Through her experience, she navigates themes of identity, societal norms,
and the effect of small-town dynamics on personal relationships. Ultimately, Liam represents both a familiar
figure from her past and an enigmatic presence that ignites curiosity in her, further complicating her feelings
as she balances her sheltered upbringing with the broader issues of race and acceptance in Auburn.

Chapter Twelve

In "If These Wings Could Fly," Chapter Twelve begins with a reflection on the structure of writing,
particularly the importance of a thesis statement. The narrator appreciates the logic and order that a thesis
provides, insisting that each subsequent word must bolster the claim. In contrast, the narrator struggles with
poetry, feeling that it resists the confines of rules. The narrator’s mother finds beauty in poetry's freeform
style, often creating sentence fragments that eschew conventional grammar. Mom’s own thesis statement,
“My life has meaning because he is in it,” governs her actions, as she seeks validation through her
relationship with a significant figure in her life.

In a pointed declaration, the narrator emphasizes a commitment to journalism, underscored by a dedication to
truth, proper structure, and factual integrity. Unlike the abstract vagueness of emotional expression, the
narrator is staunchly focused on clarity and method. However, as the narrator prepares to write a literature
paper for class, a personal realization strikes: instead of starting with a thesis for the assignment, they set a
personal goal instead: “I will leave Auburn and go to college.” This declaration marks a pivotal shift in the
narrator's perspective. It crystallizes their ambition and serves as a foundation for all their plans and efforts
moving forward.

By this point, the narrator is no longer only engaged with the academic tasks at hand but is actively framing
their future aspirations. Just as the mother’s life is driven by her emotional thesis, the narrator’s
determination to leave Auburn now shapes their priorities and pursuits, motivating them to excel
academically, notably by crafting a compelling essay for the Auburn scholarship contest. This moment
reveals a critical moment of personal growth, emphasizing themes of ambition, identity, and the intersection
of personal aspirations with familial influences.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - October 5

The provided chapter from "If These Wings Could Fly" contains minimal content, primarily indicating the
location (Auburn, Pennsylvania), a date (October 5), and information about the crow population (29,433).
Due to the lack of narrative or thematic development, it does not provide substance that can be effectively
summarized or condensed into a cohesive unit.

However, here’s a shortened version adhering to your specifications:

---

**Chapter Summary: If These Wings Could Fly**

The chapter identifies Auburn, Pennsylvania, as the setting, dated October 5. It notes a significant crow
population in the area, specifically quantifying the number as 29,433. This detail may signal ecological
observations or foreshadow relevant themes regarding the relationship between humans and nature within the
narrative.



While the brevity of this chapter highlights critical data, it lacks deeper context or character involvement that
typically enriches the story's landscape. The only elements provided are factual—a location, date, and
numerical count—without exploration into how these facts influence or interact with the characters or plot,
leaving the reader with a sense of anticipation for subsequent chapters that will likely illuminate further
aspects of life in Auburn.

---

This summary adheres to the original content without altering names, addresses, or significant noun items
and captures the essence of the chapter. Let me know if you'd like to proceed with the next chapter!

Chapter Thirty-Eight

In this haunting chapter, the narrator describes a chilling scene marked by a stark contrast between life and
death. The landscape is littered with dead crows—thirty-two in a precise formation—as a result of a crow
hunt. The air is frigid, each breath a painful reminder of the cold. The crows, now lifeless, are arranged in
number formations, creating a macabre image reminiscent of a child’s math homework. The feathers and
vacant eyes of the birds evoke a deep sense of loss, and the narrator reflects on the communal experience of
the crows, sensing that they may represent more than just individual lives, but rather a single entity dividing
itself across many forms.

As the narrator walks through the scene, they count the crows displayed for each kill—57, 82, 154—each
number a stark reminder of mortality. The thought of the crows flying overhead, potentially observing the
bleak aftermath of the hunt, leads to introspection. The narrator recalls Dr. Cornell's insight that crows mourn
their dead, which raises the unsettling question of whether these birds comprehend the slaughter of their own
kind. This contemplation deepens the emotional impact of the hunt; the narrator finds themselves disturbed
not solely by the act itself but by the way the bodies are arranged, creating a morbid spectacle.

There is a complex layering of emotions at play—fear, sorrow, and a poignant reflection on death. The
imagery of the dead crows spirals into thoughts of girls in a crawl space, heightening the sense of perversion
in the scene—a reminder of other lost lives and the unresolved traumas associated with them. The chapter
encapsulates a profound meditation on mortality, community, and the sometimes painful intersection of
existence and violence, compelling the reader to confront the uncomfortable truths of death's broader
implications.

Chapter Thirteen

In the early morning, at half-past three, the protagonist, Leighton, is jolted awake by the creak of her
bedroom door, surging fear coursing through her as remnants of a nightmare linger. She reassures herself that
it was just a bad dream — her sisters are safe, and her mother is okay. Just then, her younger sister Juniper
appears, seeking comfort amidst the unsettling noises from outside the room. Leighton encourages her to
climb into bed.

However, the muffled voices from downstairs continue to disturb her, indicating a brewing tension. Juniper,
feeling restless, opts to play a game called "Anywhere But Here," a form of mental escape from the distress
outside. As they begin to settle in, the older sister Campbell reluctantly joins in, reflecting the heavy mood in
the room.

As they engage in their imaginative game, where they describe idyllic places like the Galápagos Islands and
London, the atmosphere is disrupted by a loud crash downstairs, abruptly heightening their fear. They



instinctively huddle closer, with Juniper nearly choking back a cry. Realizing that the distraction isn’t
enough, they seek refuge in their grandmother’s armoire, stashing away items to create a cozy hideout.
Leighton retrieves a kerosene lantern, reminiscent of their grandfather's, and lights it, illuminating their small
sanctuary.

Inside the cramped space, they create shadow puppets, their laughs and imaginations momentarily replacing
the fear creeping in from outside. Leighton recalls how their father taught her this game long ago when nights
were filled with simpler fears. The sisters, lost in their playful shadows—puppeteering animals on the
wall—find solace in their temporary world amidst the looming threat outside.

However, as the flickering lantern light dims and the reality of their situation returns, Leighton remains alert,
steadfast in ensuring her sisters feel safe. She blows out the lantern's flame, plunging them back into darkness
while they silently face the uncertainty that challenges their sanctuary—a testament to their unyielding bond
in the face of adversity.

Chapter Seventy-One

In "If These Wings Could Fly," Chapter Seventy-One, the narrative unfolds in a tense atmosphere where the
protagonist, Leighton Barnes, confronts the haunting realities of her environment. The chapter explores the
fragility of life and survival, as she reflects on a fateful night that could have marked the end of her existence.
The intensity of her emotions is palpable, stemming from a near-fatal encounter where a bullet narrowly
misses her, instead embedding itself in the wall of her home—a stark symbol of the violence that lurks
beneath the surface of her life.

The imagery throughout the chapter is powerful and evocative. Leighton perceives her home not as a
sanctuary, but as a prison laced with the remnants of anger and turmoil. She recalls the moments of fear that
have haunted her within these walls, referencing broken glass in her window and the scars left by physical
altercations. This house, constructed from rage, embodies a darker essence, like a living entity that traps the
ghosts of its violent history. The metaphor extends to the structural elements—the concrete and wooden
beams—representing the very foundation of her troubled reality.

As the bullet falls from the wall, Leighton witnesses how even the physical confines of her home attempt to
mend the damage caused by her aggressor's wrath. It underscores a chilling revelation: safety remains
elusive, both from the external threat of violence and the internal chaos of her own mind. The chapter
concludes with an ominous reminder that the struggle is far from over, leaving readers with a sense of
foreboding about the challenges that lie ahead for Leighton and the impossibly tangled web of her life in this
house.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - December 25

The chapter displays a simple scene set on December 25 in Auburn, Pennsylvania, highlighting a specific
detail about the town — the crow population, which is recorded as 78,460. The text conveys a sense of place
and time through the factual presentation, indicating a moment of observation on a significant holiday,
suggesting a quiet coexistence between human life and nature, particularly through the increasing number of
crows.

Crows, often symbolic in literature for their intelligence and adaptability, are noted with a surprisingly high
population count, hinting at a rich backdrop against which further events may unfold. The chapter remains
brief, yet suggests deeper themes of nature's presence in human environments, and potentially foreshadows
the importance of crows in the narrative or as a metaphor throughout the story.



By focusing solely on the crow population, the author sets a tone that can lead readers to ponder about the
relationship between humans and wildlife, especially during a holiday traditionally associated with family
gatherings and celebrations. The use of statistics like the crow count presents a microcosm of life in Auburn,
suggesting a vibrant ecosystem that coexists with the human element, even on a day marked for reflection
and festivity.

This example serves to ground readers in the physical and communal aspects of the setting without delving
into character development or plot progression, setting up a context that may become more significant as the
narrative advances. The simplicity of the observation invites readers to reflect on their surroundings and the
often-overlooked aspects of nature that persist alongside daily human activities.

Chapter Fifty-Two

In the quiet yet tense ambiance of a cold winter night, the characters find solace in each other within the
confines of an armoire. The narrator observes an unsettling atmosphere in the house, with the wind howling
outside and creaking bones echoing in the dark. To lighten the mood, the narrator engages in reassuring
activities—playing games and telling stories to Juniper, who requests a tale.

The story revolves around a girl made of flowers, possessing the beauty of nature combined with a strong,
captivating essence. With bluebell eyes and sunflower hair, she attracts admirers, sharing her blooms
selflessly. However, her love for an oak tree-like man leads her down a path of sacrifice and sorrow. As she
falls deeper for him, she neglects her own needs, becoming a shell of her former self as he takes all her
vibrancy without recognizing her diminishing spirit.

Later, after settling the girls to bed, the narrator takes a moment to reflect on their future, flipping through job
listings in the latest **Auburn Gazette**. The football team’s achievements headline the news, but upon
exploring the job section, there are few promising leads, primarily at the library or local diner. Despite the
increasing pressure of adult responsibilities and the realities of college, a sense of urgency persists to provide
for the girls and maintain stability.

Amidst this, the narrator finds a notebook belonging to Campbell, discovering clippings of press columns and
police reports she has been preserving. There’s an eerie weight to Campbell's interest in these police
highlights, which record mundane local incidents as well as more serious events of concern. When asked
about her fascination with the police reports, Campbell expresses a haunting premonition—that one day, they
might become part of such stories, hinting at either a resolution to their struggles or something far more
sinister.

As the atmosphere thickens with uncertainty and foreboding, the chapter closes with the narrator's futile
attempt to provide comfort, witnessing Campbell drift off to sleep, leaving behind unsettled thoughts of their
precarious situation .

Chapter Forty-Seven

In Chapter Forty-Seven of "If These Wings Could Fly," Leighton enjoys a quiet Friday evening with Liam at
his home, appreciating the mundane yet comforting atmosphere. After a quick tutorial on Liam's shower and
borrowing one of his old football shirts to wear, she explores the house, brushing her fingers over the picture
frames, reflecting on the memories they hold.

Liam prepares dinner, creating a playful spread of peanut butter sandwiches, which makes Leighton laugh.
They settle in the family room to watch superhero movies, sharing an intimate moment. As they eat, Liam



reveals a rebellious side by breaking his family’s rules about eating on the couch, which prompts a discussion
about their night together.

The mood shifts when they become more physically affectionate. However, when Liam’s hand brushes
against Leighton’s breast, he abruptly pulls away, expressing his worry about taking things too fast. Leighton
is frustrated that her father's past actions loom over her relationship with Liam, feeling that he shouldn't
influence their connection. She insists that their intimacy should stem from mutual desire, dismissing any
fears about her father's baggage.

As they delve deeper into the conversation, Leighton reveals she is on the pill, indicating that she is not
making impulsive decisions about their potential sexual relationship. They discuss their feelings, with Liam
confessing that he’s falling for her. This unexpected revelation takes Leighton by surprise, as love carries
weighty implications that she’s not sure she’s ready for. After some back-and-forth, they decide to embrace
their connection without pressure for the future, agreeing on no promises.

The chapter concludes with a relatable mix of playful banter and emotional honesty, leaving Leighton content
despite the underlying complexities of their relationship. The evening wraps up on a positive note, which
helps Leighton process her tumultuous feelings from the last twenty-four hours.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - December 6

The chapter provided contains minimal information, offering only a brief introduction that specifies a date,
location, and a numerical data point about the crow population.

In Auburn, Pennsylvania, on December 6, the recorded crow population stood at 56,221. This simplistic
presentation lacks depth, narrative structure, or character development that would typically characterize a
chapter in a novel.

Overall, as it stands, the chapter serves more as a factual statement rather than a fully fleshed-out narrative.
For more detailed analysis or summary, additional content would be required.

If you have more chapters or additional text, please provide them for further summarization.

Chapter Seventy-Two

In Chapter Seventy-Two of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the tension escalates as Leighton and his mother
navigate a terrifying situation. The chapter opens with Leighton being urged by his mother to escape, despite
the chaos represented by Leighton's friend, who is holding a gun. Leighton feels an unsettling
realization—his keys are gone, and escape routes are limited, compelling them to leave only by climbing
upwards towards the girls.

As Leighton crawls up the stairs, exhaustion weighs heavily on him, underscored by the ominous scent of
smoke that soon transforms into a visual reality when he sees it pouring from his room. He understands the
dire implications: the lantern is spilled, igniting the curtains and threatening his belongings. The distress
deepens when he realizes the girls are trapped inside the armoire, their screams muffled by the wreckage of
flames and smoke.

Despite his attempts, the locked armoire presents an insurmountable barrier. A sense of panic grows as the
smoke fills the room; memories of the key Joe once left, long thought lost, spur a desperate search that leads
to a moment of hope. Leighton successfully unlocks the armoire, freeing the girls, whose faces reflect fear



and tears from the heat surrounding them.

However, the danger escalates as something slams against the bedroom door, indicating they are trapped. The
decision must be made to flee, and they rush to the window for safety, stepping onto the roof as the house
continues to burn. Outside, Leighton and his family face an unexpected confrontation; a dark figure emerges
from within the smoke.

As chaos unfolds with crows swarming and preventing the figure’s escape, the family ascends to the highest
point of their home amidst thickening smoke. A formidable shadow, symbolizing rage and anger, approaches
from the roof’s edge, adding to the sense of impending doom. Yet, despite the threat looming behind them,
Leighton’s attention is drawn to his family’s calm demeanor, their collective gaze fixed on the approaching
crows, hinting at the possibility of hope amid despair.

Chapter Forty-Three

In Chapter Forty-Three of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the narrative unfolds on a snowy day as Leighton
waits for Liam to arrive. As he parks awkwardly in the snow-filled street, she greets him with excitement and
anxiety. The backyard is bustling with Leighton's younger sisters, Campbell and Juniper, who are playing
joyfully in the snow. After a brief moment of hesitation between Leighton and Liam, they are quickly drawn
into the playful chaos of a snowball fight, led by Liam's enthusiasm and strategy.

Liam establishes himself as captain, playfully choosing Juniper as a teammate, which leaves Leighton feeling
slightly overlooked. However, this moment of competition swiftly turns into laughter and fun as Juniper
embraces her role as "the Beast," charging at their snow fort. The scene captures an innocent joy, with the
three of them constructing defenses and hurling snowballs in a spirited battle that ends with Juniper's victory.

After the playful chaos, a tender moment unfolds between Leighton and Liam, marked by a kiss that
contrasts the coldness of winter with warmth. Their interaction is lighthearted yet intimate, showcasing a
budding connection amidst the backdrop of familial interactions. The unexpected encounter with Juniper's
letter to a crow named Joe adds a whimsical element to the narrative, highlighting the innocence and
creativity of childhood.

As the day progresses, tension creeps in when Leighton's father unexpectedly returns home early. His
presence alters the dynamic, introducing a sense of unease for Leighton, who is concerned about her father's
potential reaction to Liam's visit. Despite this, Liam interacts smoothly with her family, discussing college
and sports, creating a facade of a normal family dinner.

However, Leighton's internal struggles amplify, sensing that this calm moment may quickly shift. As Liam
prepares to leave, they share a mix of playful banter and underlying tension, ultimately leading to Leighton
urging caution about their affection in front of her family.

The chapter concludes on a note of foreboding; although the day has been filled with laughter and warmth,
Leighton grapples with unsettling instincts, aware that happiness in her household often coexists with a
precarious balance. The phrase “Not yet” encapsulates her anxiety as she returns inside, already knowing that
the sense of normalcy may be temporary .

Chapter Forty-One

In Chapter Forty-One of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the narrator and her sisters find comfort in each other's
company, wrapped in blankets on their bed, as they plan a movie marathon for the upcoming weekend while



their father is away on a job. The atmosphere is cozy, with their long hair cascading over the mattress,
creating a moment of sisterly bonding. Campbell suggests a movie marathon, leading to excitement for a
cozy day filled with junk food and beloved films. Their choices include the entire *Lord of the Rings*
trilogy, indicating a blend of fun and nostalgia.

Amidst the warmth of their gathering, the reality of their tight finances becomes apparent; grocery trips are
infrequent, and the heat is off in their home, heightening the sense of urgency to cherish this weekend. The
cold winter looms, threatening a stressful season as they remain confined indoors due to construction work.
Despite these challenges, the sisters focus on the joy of the moment, finding pleasure in their planned movie
day.

The lighthearted mood shifts slightly when Campbell asks if Liam can join their movie marathon. The
narrator hesitates, feeling protective of their sacred sisterly tradition, but the playful teasing from her sisters
nudges her to reconsider. Campbell argues that they need to meet Liam eventually to gauge his compatibility
with their family. This raises concerns about her relationship and what it could mean for her family
dynamics.

Ultimately, the narrator agrees to ask their mother about inviting Liam, marking the potential merging of her
private and family lives, an idea that both excites and terrifies her. As the sisters continue to whisper and
giggle, the narrator drifts off to sleep, momentarily setting aside her worries, including thoughts of the crawl
space, suggesting a brief reprieve from their struggles and uncertainty.

Chapter Twenty-Six

In Chapter Twenty-Six of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrative centers on the evolving routine between
the protagonist and Liam, who drives her to school each morning. This consistent ritual becomes a
comforting part of her day, allowing her to anticipate joyful moments rather than focus on her fears,
particularly of the crawl space at night. The relationship between them remains platonic; they share
conversations and laughter, but physical intimacy remains absent.

On a typical Friday, as they prepare for a literature exam, their playful exchange highlights Liam's exhaustion
from football and the ease of their companionship. The protagonist offers Liam hot chocolate, contrasting
with her own preference for coffee, showcasing their developing bond. They discuss music in the car, and
when a Guns N' Roses song bothers her, she turns it off, indicating her evolving comfort in voicing her
preferences.

The exam serves as a backdrop for a deeper conversation. The protagonist quizzes Liam on their summer
reading, focusing on Thomas Hardy's *Tess of the d’Urbervilles*. As they tackle themes of social class and
gender dynamics in literature, Liam surprises her with his thoughtful insights, acknowledging ongoing
societal issues regarding harassment and discrimination. This perspective reveals a more profound
understanding of current affairs than she initially expected from someone his age.

Their conversation delves into heavy themes about women’s roles, societal expectations, and the
consequences of voicing dissent. While the protagonist contemplates the dangers faced by women who fight
for their voice, she expresses a desire to be a reporter one day, hoping to illuminate these stories and shed
light on painful truths.

Ultimately, the chapter depicts a significant growth in the protagonist, as she balances her fears and desire for
expression, building hope for her future while simultaneously navigating the complexities of her daily reality.
The chapter closes on a note of determination, emphasizing her resolve to eventually speak out and challenge
injustices, reflecting her inner strength and ambition.



Chapter Seventy-Three

In Chapter Seventy-Three of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the narrator grapples with a profound inner
conflict regarding a fire that has ignited, one that they clarify they did not directly set. Despite this statement,
there is an unmistakable acknowledgment of their deeper, more sinister feelings that contributed to its onset.
The narrator expresses a complex mix of denial and complicity, highlighting their emotional turmoil. They
suggest that although they did not physically ignite the flames, they had a longing for destruction that had
bubbled beneath the surface of their psyche.

This longing, they admit, had been nurtured by years of accumulated fear and resentment stemming from
their experiences. The visceral imagery of the fire serves as a metaphor for their suppressed
emotions—bitterness and anger manifesting into an uncontrollable blaze. The phrase “Burn, baby, burn,”
encapsulates their wish for release, symbolizing a cathartic transformation of their bottled-up feelings
through an external event.

As the flames roar to life, the narrator's ambivalence becomes evident; while they had not taken action to
ignite the fire, there is a almost compelling thrill in its unfolding. Their decision not to extinguish the flames
once they began speaks volumes about their inner state—perhaps also reflecting a desire for change or
liberation from their current life circumstances. Through this dynamic, the chapter paints a stark portrait of a
person wrestling with the consequences of their own repressed desires and the liberation that chaos may
bring.

Overall, the chapter captures the complexity of human emotions, particularly those tied to anger and the
destructive impulse that can reside within even the most seemingly innocent individuals. This paradox raises
questions about accountability, desire, and the often thin line between intention and consequence.

Chapter Fifty-Five

In Chapter Fifty-Five of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist grapples with the weight of a promise
made to Liam to attend his game, feeling regret and anxiety throughout the event. The atmosphere is charged,
filled with noise from excited fans and the energetic performance of cheerleaders. As the family sits together
in the bleachers, familiar faces from their town surround them, highlighting the community's presence.
However, the protagonist notices an underlying tension among their parents, particularly stemming from her
father's increasingly volatile demeanor.

As the game progresses, the father's irritation becomes apparent, culminating in a confrontation with the
mother. The family's public appearances mask deeper issues, and the father's behavior escalates, drawing
attention from those around them. The mother attempts to defuse the situation with a smile, concealing the
turmoil beneath the surface. Even as the crowd cheers for the Wolves, the protagonist becomes acutely aware
of the damage underlying their family dynamics.

In a tense exchange, the father forces the mother to leave, exhibiting a grip that signals a troubling escalation
in their relationship. The protagonist yearns to intervene but feels paralyzed, caught between loyalty to her
family and the instinct to protect her mother. Amidst the backdrop of a football game, a sense of dread
lingers as the protagonist witnesses the emotional strain and the potential for violence, yearning for a sense of
normalcy that remains elusive.

As chaos unfolds, the protagonist decides to follow her mother and attempts to shield her younger siblings
from the fray. In a moment of distraction, she receives support from friends at the game, yet it provides little
solace against the reality of their family turmoil. The chapter concludes with a poignant sense of urgency as
the protagonist races to catch up with her mother, underscoring a theme of longing for stability in an unstable



environment.

Chapter Thirty-Nine

In Chapter Thirty-Nine of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the protagonist reflects on her literature class focused
on the portrayals of women in literature. They study influential authors such as Jane Austen, Alice Walker,
Maya Angelou, and Sylvia Plath, with a particular emphasis on Mary Shelley’s *Frankenstein* and
Wollstonecraft's *A Vindication of the Rights of Woman*. The protagonist appreciates how women writers
represent women as fully dimensional characters, contrasting them with male writers who often portray
women merely as victims or archetypes.

As the class ends, Mrs. Riley, the teacher, encourages the protagonist to apply for an essay contest, sliding a
pink sheet across her desk. The protagonist shares her struggle with the prompts, expressing her apprehension
about not being able to express her thoughts effectively. Mrs. Riley pushes her to persevere, emphasizing the
importance of finding her voice as a budding journalist and highlighting the potential recognition that could
come from winning.

While pondering over an essay about a crow in ancient folklore that drops pebbles to raise the water level for
a drink—a metaphor for perseverance—the protagonist realizes that although the contest may not directly
lead to her goal of attending NYU, each small effort could gradually bring her closer.

She contemplates a more controversial idea for the essay that might not sit well with the council, consisting
of men who often resist changes or challenges to the status quo. The protagonist recalls past experiences,
particularly a humiliating moment in class when a male teacher ridiculed a female victim of harassment,
which silenced her. Additionally, she observes the unsettling dynamics of how men interact with her mother
at the diner, revealing a culture where women’s voices and experiences are minimized.

Ultimately, the protagonist grapples with the implications of speaking out in a town rigidly adhering to
traditional norms. She contemplates the potential collapse of structures upheld by fear and oppression and
understands the dangerous nature of her thoughts, realizing that some truths might disrupt the complacency
of her community. Her reflections underscore the tension between personal truth and societal expectations,
suggesting that while change is necessary, it also poses significant risks.

Chapter Ten

In Chapter Ten of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the protagonist is surrounded by an overwhelming presence
of crows in Auburn, which seem to multiply each day, adding an unsettling yet fascinating dimension to her
routine. While the townspeople express annoyance at the birds, she finds comfort in their presence, as it
parallels her own experiences and observations of life in Auburn. The chapter nostalgically reflects on her
childhood, especially with her late Grandpa, who provided a sanctuary from her father’s anger. Following his
death, there was a stark shift in her family's dynamics, especially with her grandmother Nana, who has also
faced declines in health since losing Grandpa.

The protagonist often visits Nana in an assisted living apartment in Lincoln, yet she lies to her mother about
her whereabouts, reinforcing a secretive distress in her family life. The visits to Nana are intimate but tinged
with sadness, as they both understand the unspoken challenges they face. Their conversations reveal warmth
and connection amidst the backdrop of family struggles; Nana's memory remains strong, but each visit brings
a reminder of the family fractures caused by grief and unresolved issues rooted in their past.

As Leighton takes care of Nana during her visit, she reflects on the comforting and familiar sensations of her
grandmother’s apartment, even as they discuss their family troubles. The chapter concludes with Leighton



returning to Auburn, still seeking a sign of reassurance from Grandpa that everything will be okay, but
instead, she is greeted only by the crows, symbolizing the weight of her unresolved fears and the ongoing
turbulence in her life. The crows embody a haunting presence, mirroring the emotional turmoil she carries in
her heart.

Chapter Seventy-Four

In Chapter Seventy-Four of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrator conveys a powerful metaphor about the
experience of falling. The chapter begins with a vivid description of a precarious situation—one that
necessitates a leap of faith into the unknown. The imagery of a "sky on fire" and a "house on fire below"
illustrates the desperate circumstances that compel this leap. The narrator feels the roof giving way,
highlighting a sense of urgency and hopelessness, as they realize there's no choice but to jump into the dark
night.

Amidst the chaos and danger, there is a sense of trust and expectation in Joe and his capability to save them.
This belief offers a glimmer of hope despite the surrounding inferno, emphasizing the theme of reliance on
others in moments of crisis. As they jump into the darkness, they are greeted by crows, described vividly as
"cawing, clawing, and covering us in feathers." These birds symbolize safety and rescue, illustrating the
transformation of fear into relief as they are caught and carried away from the burning home.

The act of falling, in this context, becomes a testament to vulnerability and faith, illustrating how sometimes,
hope arises in the most unexpected forms. The crows' arrival signifies a protective presence in a dire
situation, offering comfort in the midst of chaos. As the chapter concludes, the narrator reflects on the act of
being saved, encapsulating the blend of anxiety and reassurance that accompanies such drastic leaps in life.

Overall, this chapter captures the essence of falling—not merely as a physical act but as an emotional
journey, steeped in danger, trust, and ultimately salvation through unexpected allies. The duality of fear and
faith thrives in this narrative, illustrating that even when faced with overwhelming challenges, there exists a
possibility of rescue and safety.

Chapter Twenty-Four

In Chapter Twenty-Four of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the protagonist arrives home with a smile,
reflecting on a pleasant evening, but that quickly turns to dread upon discovering chaos in the kitchen. A
shattered dish lies in the sink, alongside burnt chicken and boiling water, indicating a disaster that occurred in
her absence. As she investigates, she hears a whimper and finds her siblings, Campbell and Juniper, huddled
in the dark living room. They reveal that things went awry while she was gone, with Campbell reacting
angrily to burnt food, breaking dishes in the process.

As the tension builds, the protagonist senses unspoken family dynamics and struggles, especially regarding
their father's volatile temperament. She is concerned for her mother, who may be upstairs, and the fear of
what could happen next hangs in the air. There are hints that the father's anger could escalate further, and the
quiet that follows is more frightening than shouting. The siblings converse quietly about their day, revealing
their fears and innocence amidst the chaos.

The protagonist attempts to reassure them while grappling with her own worries about their father's behavior.
Sounds from upstairs suggest conflict, but when their parents finally appear, the father’s smug demeanor
doesn't alleviate the tension. As the atmosphere fills with loud music, the mother's dismissive attitude triggers
frustration and anger within the protagonist.



Struggling to deal with the emotional turmoil of her home life, she engages in cleaning and straightening up,
desperately trying to restore some sense of normalcy and safety. In a moment of solace, she encounters Joe, a
crow, who brings back Juniper's lost leather cuff, symbolizing hope amid despair. This gesture resonates
deeply with the protagonist, reflecting on the idea of loss and the potential for recovery.

Drawing parallels between Amelia Earhart's story and the folklore of crows, the protagonist contemplates the
nature of bravery and survival, suggesting that perhaps, like the crow, finding safety can also mean choosing
to stay away from home—a poignant meditation on fearlessness in the face of chaos. The chapter
encapsulates themes of family struggle, courage, and the intricacies of finding one's place in a turbulent
environment.

Chapter Fifty

In Chapter Fifty of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the protagonist reflects on the experience of attending an art
show where she must present her own work. Standing next to her piece, *Portrait of an Old Crow*, she feels
the weight of humiliation typical of high school events. Although Liam encourages her to take Art II next
spring, she views his praise skeptically, comparing herself to an old house in need of restoration.

As the evening progresses, time drags on painfully, and when the clock strikes 7:30, she hastily leaves her
display to find Liam. Suddenly, she discovers his artwork, which captivates her attention. His drawings
depict a narrative of three girls, one of whom resembles her in expressions and features, conveying feelings
of isolation and devastation. The title, “THESE BROKEN WINGS: AN ORIGIN STORY,” leads her to
confront Liam about the piece. Their eye contact intensifies the emotional connection, prompting her to
question if he truly sees her this way.

Feeling raw and exposed, Leighton escapes toward the girls’ locker room, where Liam follows, reminding
her that he is her ride and she is staying at his house. Despite the cold winds outside, their drive to his home
is filled with tension and silence, with Leighton processing her hurt. Upon arriving, she firmly asserts, "I am
not broken," as Liam apologizes for the unintended portrayal. He insists that his artwork was purely
coincidental and expresses his regret for not warning her prior.

After a pause, Liam invites her to see more of the comic he created, which reveals the transformative journey
of the female character—initially vulnerable but evolving into a powerful hero. As they explore his drawings,
Leighton admires the fearless representation, appreciating the artistic narrative and Liam’s intent. Their
connection deepens as they share laughter and gentle physical contact, suggesting a budding understanding
between them. Ultimately, Leighton chooses to let go of anger, recognizing the importance of what to carry
forward in their relationship .

Chapter Three

In Chapter Three of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist Leighton reflects on the end of summer, a
time that brings freedom for many, but not for her. As she returns to Auburn High, she finds solace in the
predictable routine of school, relieved that her friends Campbell and Juniper are safe in their classes.
Stepping off the bus, she is in tune with the thought that her peers are relieved the summer break is over.

Leighton reconnects with her friend Sofia in the hallway, who greets her with excitement, highlighting the
lack of communication over the past week. Despite Leighton's difficulties at home that she refers to as a
"domestic nightmare," Sofia's infectious positivity shines through. Their friendly banter continues as they
navigate through the bustling hall, filled with fresh-faced freshmen. Sofia shares that she has Physical
Education as her first class, which prompts light-hearted teasing from Leighton about the challenges of



showering again afterward and dealing with wet hair all day.

Leighton checks her own schedule and finds she has AP English, which leads Sofia to joke about the morbid
subject matter they will be exploring. Though disappointed that their schedules won't overlap this semester,
they find excitement in planning articles for the school newspaper, wishing to cover sports.

As they pass a large window overlooking the soccer field, they notice an unusual sight: a massive gathering
of crows. The field is almost entirely filled with these birds, creating a vibrant yet eerie scene. Both girls are
unsettled by the sheer number of crows, which Leighton notes is a striking and odd feature for Auburn. They
pause to take in the scene, witnessing the crows flying in chaotic patterns over the field, leaving Leighton to
wonder what could draw such a multitude to their school, especially creatures capable of flight who would
presumably choose to be anywhere but there.

Chapter Thirty-One

**Chapter Thirty-One Summary: The Rest of the Weekend Passes**

The weekend unfolds like a dream, a welcomed reprieve from the chaos that usually blankets life. Saturday
night is spent with the girls, engrossed in their reading while I grapple with *Portrait of an Old Crow*. This
lull gives me a rare sense of normalcy, and I revel in the calmness that permeates our home; after living
amidst chaos, a little boredom feels magnificent.

However, by Sunday, optimism makes me reckless. Dad returns early from a construction job cut short by
rain, and as we come together for dinner, he proposes a game night, reminiscent of fun times spent at our
grandparents' house. Campbell and I share a knowing look, unsure yet hopeful that perhaps the storm has
passed. I silently wish for a narrator to warn me whenever I feel a fleeting sense of happiness that it's often
followed by trouble.

After dinner, Dad searches for his wallet, his growing frustration evident as he realizes it's missing. Mom
suggests checking the truck, and while they explore outside, Campbell and I comb the house. Despite our
searches, the wallet eludes us, making Dad's return more irritable. Just as tensions rise, Juniper finds the
wallet near the front door, claiming it must have fallen out of Dad's jacket. Relief washes over us, but dessert
remains forgotten as we dive into *Apples to Apples*.

However, the initial sense of joy dissipates. It feels as though we are precariously traversing a rickety bridge,
each step a reminder that we must keep moving forward without looking back. When Dad pauses during the
game, his apology for losing the cash in his wallet plunges the atmosphere back into seriousness. The
customary apologies have become part of our family dynamic, though his ability to apologize so rapidly is a
flicker of hope.

Mom tries to steer us back toward joy, but the unspoken tension continues to simmer. The unaddressed fears
and struggles—especially those of my father, marked by scars from his upbringing—loom over us, shaping
the fears we inherit. In our home, inherited anger takes tangible form, and the desire to break the cycle
contrasts sharply with our reality. While trying to enjoy game night, it's evident that the physical and
emotional scars still dictate our relationships, holding us captive in a legacy of pain.

Chapter Sixteen

In Chapter Sixteen of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrator grapples with insomnia rooted in an
unsettling fixation on the crawl space in their basement. This crawl space, a dim and damp area behind the



staircase, evokes feelings of fear and anxiety due to its hidden nature. Despite its nondescript appearance, the
narrator's imagination transforms it into a source of terror, particularly due to the potential darkness it
conceals.

The sleepless nights are exacerbated by the unpredictable atmosphere at home. Even when everything seems
relatively peaceful—filled with laughter, flowers, and good moods—the narrator struggles to find rest. The
underlying dread stems from an awareness that tranquility can quickly dissolve into chaos. Tomorrow could
bring a stormy confrontation, marked by an angry outburst, a trashed kitchen, and the destructive echoes of
relentless anger. The narrator mentally prepares for the worst, imagining nights when a calm facade shatters,
leaving only turmoil and fear.

The crawl space, she reflects, stands as a harbinger of potential horrors, leading her to contemplate that it
might become a grim repository of their shadows. While darkness per se does not frighten her, the real terror
lies in the uncertainty of making it through to the morning. This chapter vividly captures the narrator's
internal struggle, foreshadowing deeper conflicts and the psychological impact of living in a volatile
environment. The crawl space represents more than mere fear; it symbolizes the buried traumas and anxieties
that haunt her, underscoring the peril that lurks just beneath the surface of daily life. As she lies awake, the
weight of these thoughts mingles with her restless insomnia, encapsulating a haunting sense of dread that
permeates her existence.

Chapter Fifty-Three

In Chapter Fifty-Three of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist attends a town hall meeting dedicated
to discussing how to remove crows from Auburn. Unable to secure a ride, she decides to bike three miles in
December, opting against asking her parents for help due to recent tensions. Upon arriving at the municipal
building, she encounters a lone crow—a detail that strikes her as she shares a brief exchange with the bird.

Inside, the meeting begins with the game warden reporting on previous crow hunts, revealing a disappointing
outcome: while over six hundred crows were captured in a prior hunt, the recent effort yielded none, as the
crows eluded the hunters, seemingly aware of their attempts. The protagonist contemplates the notion that the
crows might indeed remember the hunts, prompting her to consider consulting her ornithologist.

The atmosphere is heavy as residents express frustration over the crows' disruptive behavior—raiding trash
and attacking garbage bags. Mr. DiMarco, a noted figure in town, seems dismissive of the concerns raised by
residents, which deepens the protagonist's dislike for him. As complaints continue, one man claims the crows
killed his cat, which leads another councilman to urge focus on verifiable arguments.

Amidst this discussion, Mrs. Stieg, a neighbor and rose gardener, shares her distress over the crows
damaging her precious plants. Her passionate testimony about the years of care required to cultivate her rose
garden resonates with some attendees, and she calls for expert intervention to eradicate the nuisances. The
room buzzes with mixed reactions.

Ultimately, when a vote is called on Town Ordinance 4420 to fund crow eradication, the room goes silent.
The protagonist boldly votes “nay,” but her opinion drowns in the overwhelming chorus of "aye" votes from
her neighbors. As she rushes outside, she is met by a cacophony of crows mirroring the meeting’s sentiments,
embodying the conflict between humans and the avian invaders. The stark imagery of crows echoing “nay”
signifies an intriguing connection between their world and the town’s concerns.

Chapter Eleven



In Chapter Eleven of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist reflects on the allure of brand-new
notebooks, equating their unmarked pages to perfect potential, much like babies. However, she acknowledges
that as life unfolds, these notebooks become filled with imperfections, much like our own lives. She
expresses excitement about having her own column in the school's newspaper, though she struggles to
determine a theme while others, like her friend Sofia, are actively engaged in sports coverage.

Sofia’s inquiries into the protagonist’s interactions with Liam, a boy she has been connecting with, bring a
mixture of embarrassment and intrigue. Despite protesting that they are "not a thing," Sofia insists that recent
exchanges indicate otherwise. This marks a pivotal shift as the protagonist's casual conversations with Liam
evolve into something more meaningful. Sofia teases her about having a crush, while the protagonist is both
flattered and hesitant to label her feelings. The narrative dives into her thoughts about the status of her
relationship with Liam and her ambitions, revealing a more vulnerable side of her character.

Amidst this personal exploration, an idea for her column emerges, inspired by the crows that frequently
inhabit the baseball fields outside her classroom. She resolves to investigate their presence, recalling how
their numbers have even garnered attention from local news. The chapter further unfolds to showcase her
ambitions beyond high school and her desire to escape the confines of rural Pennsylvania, aiming for a future
at New York University. However, she grapples with financial limitations and the expectations her family
has concerning her education. Discovering a flyer for a scholarship essay contest, she sees a potential path to
fund her dreams, prompting her to consider the significance of being "Auburn born, Auburn proud."

This chapter intricately weaves themes of youthful love, ambition, and the journey toward self-discovery,
establishing a relatable and poignant narrative as the protagonist navigates her aspirations and relationships
amidst a backdrop of personal and external challenges.

Chapter Thirty-Seven

In the early hours of a cold Saturday morning at 6:45 A.M., the narrator finds themselves next to a frosty
field, ready to interview hunters dressed in camouflage, armed with loaded weapons. The temperature is a
brisk 34 degrees, and they reflect on the choices that led them to this situation. Their crow column hinges on
this first crow hunt, initiated by their inquiry to Dr. Cornell, a bird expert. The discussion centers around
another town's unsuccessful attempts to control a troubling crow population – a staggering estimated fifty
thousand. Dr. Cornell notes that despite the community's desire for action, sporadic hunts will fail to make a
significant difference in the crows' numbers or migration patterns.

The narrator discovers an alternative approach from another town, which embraced its crow problem by
establishing a festival celebrating the birds, transforming the situation into a tourist attraction rather than a
hunt. This innovative strategy piques the narrator's interest, questioning the effectiveness of the current crow
hunt.

Liam, present with the narrator, reveals that his father expressed a desire for them to bond over hunting, a
tradition he himself isn’t keen on. He understands his father's intent but admits he finds little joy in the idea
of hunting crows, stating his fondness for them instead. Their conversation reveals a generational gap and
differing perspectives on traditional practices.

As they discuss potential interviewees at the hunt, the narrator's mind drifts to Joe and Juniper, anxious about
Joe's involvement in the hunt. When Liam notices the change in her demeanor, he offers a comforting gesture
but she deflects, insisting she is fine and does not like guns. Liam’s concern grows, leading him to advise
caution as they part ways.

Despite the hunters being generally uninterested in the impact of their actions on the crow population, they
eagerly engage with the narrator. However, upon hearing gunshots, the narrator becomes increasingly



unsettled, wishing for a more positive town celebration instead of the grim reality of the hunt, pondering how
they could transform the entire town into one of Juniper's notes for the crows, longing for a better exchange
for their efforts.

Chapter Seventeen

In Chapter Seventeen of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the atmosphere in Leighton's home is tense following
a series of problems, including family arguments and a lost construction bid. Leighton finds herself
overwhelmed, juggling a massive stack of papers related to crow myths from various cultures that she’s been
printing due to issues with the newspaper room printer. As she navigates the busy space, she accidentally
collides with Liam, a fellow student, causing her papers to scatter.

Their interaction reveals a growing familiarity between them; they exchange playful banter about each other's
commitments and pressures, highlighting the intensity of their respective lives as they pursue academic and
extracurricular goals. Liam expresses admiration for Leighton's writing, which she initially brushes off as
flattery, but he insists it's genuine. Their exchange captures a moment where friendship seems to deepen, and
Leighton allows herself to daydream about a romantic connection.

As they arrive at the newsroom, Liam surprises Leighton by offering an open line for conversation, a
proposal to listen if she ever feels the need to talk. This moment brings on a wave of emotions for Leighton,
compelling her to confront her feelings. In a moment of vulnerability, she admits to liking Liam under
different circumstances but explains the complexity of her life with her sisters, indicating her significant
responsibilities that prevent her from pursuing a relationship right now.

Their conversation brings Liam to reciprocate, sharing his own experiences with family, yet Leighton feels
the weight of her responsibilities heavily on her. She grapples with the strong pull of emotions, wanting to
say yes to Liam but ultimately prioritizing her familial obligations over her feelings. The chapter ends with a
poignant reminder of Leighton's commitment to her family, signaling an inner conflict between personal
desires and her role as a caregiver.

Chapter Fifty-Six

In Chapter Fifty-Six of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the protagonist experiences a moment of deep
emotional turmoil when they find the parking lot empty, realizing someone significant has left.
Overwhelmed, they sit on the cold ground, struggling to breathe due to the weight in their chest. Sofia, an
unwavering friend, finds them and sits down beside them in the freezing mud, showing concern for their
well-being. Despite the ongoing halftime festivities at the game, Sofia prioritizes her friend’s feelings over
her cheerleading responsibilities.

As they sit together, Sofia's comforting presence helps the protagonist regain composure. The conversation
shifts to the problems at home, which Sofia has long sensed but respected her friend’s desire to keep it
private. Their bond is evident as Sofia offers refuge at her home, emphasizing her support with a playful
invitation for a slumber party with their pets. This light-hearted moment momentarily alleviates the
protagonist's heaviness.

Once ready, they return to the stadium, where the protagonist embraces their mother, thankful that she stayed
despite the turbulence at home. They discuss logistics for getting home, with the protagonist suggesting a bus
route that runs by their grandmother’s place, indicating a desire to escape to a familiar and safe haven. The
notion of home hangs in the air, prompting an internal reflection as the protagonist fears fading into memory,
like snowflakes melting upon contact.



The metaphor of seasons emerges powerfully, with the protagonist likening herself not to delicate spring
blooms or soft summer days, but to a fierce winter storm—the season of crows and mourning. This self-
realization leads to a hopeful yet dark desire for transformation, echoing a yearning for personal miracles
amidst chaos. The chapter concludes with the acknowledgment that Auburn no longer feels like home but
hints at the possibility of finding a personal miracle despite overwhelming odds.

Chapter Seventy-Five

In Chapter Seventy-Five of "If These Wings Could Fly," the scene unfolds dramatically as the characters
confront a life-threatening situation inside a burning house. Campbell, in a panicked state, races into the
inferno, prompting a desperate reaction from Mom, who tries to intercept him but fails. Her attempt to save
him from the fire, which she inadvertently caused, fills the protagonist with a crushing guilt. The protagonist
wrestles with their emotions, wishing they were the one responsible for the fire so that the burden of guilt
might feel more bearable, acknowledging that they would have allowed Campbell to burn if it meant
avoiding the turmoil of the present.

As the smoke and flame engulf the space, the protagonist dashes into the house, undeterred by the crows that
previously guarded the entrance. Inside, the scene is harrowing as Campbell lies unconscious, weighted
down, and it becomes evident the protagonist must assist in his rescue. The air is thick with smoke, and
breathing becomes increasingly difficult. Despite the danger, the protagonist urges Campbell to leave, but
Mom's insistence on saving her son complicates their escape. Understanding the urgency, the protagonist
joins forces with Mom, dragging Campbell towards safety, overcoming the flames that threaten to engulf
them.

Simultaneously, the ambient tension escalates as the house begins to collapse around them. Moments of
hesitation stretch into a painful eternity as they struggle to pull Campbell out. Finally, they manage to roll
him out into the yard just as the structure of the house shudders, revealing its fragility under the heat. A
horrifying moment ensues as the whole building eventually folds in on itself, marking the culmination of
their frantic efforts. The chapter captures the urgency of the situation, the emotional depth of familial
connections, and the instinctive drive to save loved ones against overwhelming odds.

Chapter Seventy-Six

In Chapter Seventy-Six of "If These Wings Could Fly," we find ourselves in a scene filled with trauma and
uncertainty. The characters huddle in the street, their toes numb and hearts filled with doubt. Emergency
Medical Technicians (EMTs) assess their conditions while a police officer questions them about the events
that transpired. Amidst this chaos, Mrs. Stieg arrives, offering comfort with blankets and coffee for mothers
and responders alike.

As the tension rises, an oxygen mask is applied to Campbell, and the protagonist experiences a jarring
moment when her dress is cut open, revealing a bloody injury where a bullet grazed her side. This stark
image conveys the violence they've endured and hints at the physical toll it has taken on her.

Bill DiMarco makes an entrance, finally delivering the words they've longed to hear: an arrest warrant. He
outlines the violations that led to this moment—violations that include the endangerment of children and the
firing of a gun, underscoring that prison time is inevitable for the assailant. While these revelations should
bring a sense of justice, our protagonist steps away, drawn toward the remains of the house that once stood.
The fire chief restricts her movement, but her desire to confront the destruction fueled by violence is
palpable.



Reflecting on the malevolent shadow that lurked near them, she contemplates its proximity to their lives and
how easily it could have swallowed them whole. The memory is suffused with a legacy of anger and an
inheritance of fear that lingers in the aftermath of their ordeal. However, unlike before, the house in ruins will
not be able to erase the violence inflicted upon them. The ashes stand testament to their pain, as dark as a
crow’s wings, signifying a poignant end to an era marked by fear and suffering.

Chapter Seventy-Seven

In Chapter Seventy-Seven of "If These Wings Could Fly," the early morning scene unfolds with the
awakening of crows in the yard. As the sun begins to rise, these crows gather, creating a spectacle of
movement in the sky. Among the crows, a flash of gray is noticeable, prompting Juniper to quietly say
goodbye to Joe, indicating a deeper connection and sentiment toward someone absent.

The crows gather momentum, resembling a reverse domino effect as each bird follows the one before it into
the darkening sky. What starts as a handful transforms into a vast assembly with thousands, then tens of
thousands, turning the dawn crimson. The sunlight reflects off their black feathers, giving the illusion that
they are on fire or rebirth, similar to phoenixes rising above Auburn. This image evokes a sense of new
beginnings, symbolizing the end of a nightmare and the dawn of a new world.

As the vibrant spectacle unfolds, Campbell and Juniper move closer to the narrator, each taking a hand. This
simple gesture brings a profound shift within, as a sense of calmness envelops the narrator. The once frantic
"winged thing" in their chest settles down, bringing a sense of silence and safety. The chapter concludes with
the powerful declaration: "We’re home." This statement summarizes the emotional journey, emphasizing
feelings of belonging and the positive transformation symbolized by the crows and the rising sun. The mix of
vivid imagery and introspection ties together themes of hope, renewal, and the comfort found within familial
bonds.

Auburn, Pennsylvania - January 1

The provided text is extremely brief and lacks the content necessary for a meaningful summary that adheres
to your requirements. It primarily consists of a title, a date, a location, and minimal contextual information
related to crow population.

If you could provide a more substantial chapter or additional content, I would be able to create a summary
that follows your specifications.
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