
Foreword by Edwidge Danticat

In Edwidge Danticat's foreword to Zora Neale Hurston's novel *Their Eyes Were Watching God*, the
exploration of Janie Crawford's journey toward self-awareness and love is highlighted. The novel begins with
the metaphor of distant ships embodying the dreams of many men, contrasting this notion with Janie's
resolute character. Hurston ingeniously presents a world rich in dynamics and codes, illustrating how her
characters navigate survival and triumph, particularly Janie's experience of hardship and self-discovery.

As Janie returns to Eatonville after enduring loss and challenges, she reflects on her life's journey filled with
significant moments—from becoming aware of her identity as a “colored” girl to losing the man she loved.
Despite the judgment of her community, Janie's resilience allows her to reclaim her narrative. The structure
of the novel, resembling a call-and-response format between Janie and her friend Pheoby, underscores Janie's
introspective storytelling. Her recounting of experiences serves as both a personal and communal tale.

Danticat expresses pride in the background of Hurston's creation of this masterpiece, noting that it was
written in a profound yet brief period during Hurston’s time in Haiti. The narrative encompasses themes of
race, identity, and femininity, revealing the complexities of Janie's character and her circumstances. Danticat
fondly remembers her initial encounter with Hurston's work, noting how her literary legacy, influenced by
contemporary topics, continues to resonate with readers and writers today.

The connection between Janie's experiences and those of her grandmother, who imposed her own limited
views on Janie’s life, raises questions about societal expectations and personal freedom. The narrative serves
as a reflection of human resilience, love, and the pressing need for self-recognition. Ultimately, Janie's
journey encapsulates a universal exploration of identity and the human experience, marking Hurston's *Their
Eyes Were Watching God* as a timeless exploration of life's pivotal moments and emotional depth.


