
Epilogue _Branthor

The chapter presents a heartfelt epilogue, set six months post the main events, focusing on the protagonist's
transformed life with his pregnant wife, Teal. Initially, he reflects on how driftless he was prior to her arrival,
observing his brothers’ families and realizing that he had misunderstood the essence of love and dedication.
Teal's presence has brought him joy and fulfillment, prompting a deep commitment to serve her in every way
possible.

Teal, struggling with knitting a baby jumper, finds solace in the craft suggested by her friend Holly, despite
its frustrations during her challenging pregnancy. The protagonist prepares multiple dishes in the kitchen,
cheerfully determined to ensure she eats, understanding her nausea limits her appetite. Their tender
relationship shows as he supports her through her discomforts, embodying a balance between caring and
humor.

The passage emphasizes their close bond, illustrating how the protagonist insists on spending time with her,
not out of necessity, but out of a deep emotional longing for her presence. The narrative captures moments
filled with warmth as they navigate the ups and downs of pregnancy, sharing light-hearted banter despite the
challenges.

As they enjoy a peaceful evening on their porch, the protagonist cannot help but reflect on Teal’s past,
feeling guilty about the hardships she endured before their union. He acknowledges how her life has radically
changed, expressing gratitude for the opportunity to provide her a different reality.

The chapter closes with a profound sense of purpose found in their relationship. The protagonist recognizes
his sole mission as being a good husband and father. Their shared moments signify fulfillment and an ability
to take joy from their journey together, beating the odds of previous struggles. The celebration of their love
amidst the trials of pregnancy culminates in a deeper understanding of their partnership, framing their
family’s future with hope and commitment.


