
Confusion

In the chapter titled "Confusion," set in Charleston on April 11, Beauregard faced significant challenges as he
prepared for an imminent conflict against Fort Sumter. Despite the excitement, he was unprepared for war,
hindered by a shortage of gunpowder after recent vigorous displays. With only enough powder to sustain a
few hours of fire, he awaited a fresh supply due that night from Augusta, Georgia, which required careful
transport through an area vulnerable to enemy fire.

Beauregard's difficulties were compounded by the inexperience of his officers and troops. Many came from
prestigious local families but were untrained volunteers lacking proper coordination. As more troops,
expected to number around three thousand, flooded in, Beauregard communicated his hopes to the War
Secretary that he would manage a satisfactory account of his forces, despite their low level of organization.
Reports from Colonel Roswell Ripley highlighted the dire situation, revealing that many recruits were ill-
equipped and poorly trained.

As the day progressed, desperation began to seep into the communications between Beauregard and his
officers. Warnings about the possibility of Northern reinforcements reinforced the urgency; one officer,
Henry J. Hartstene, urged Beauregard to make a decisive move quickly. On the ground, Major W.H.C.
Whiting expressed frustration over the disarray among the troops and beseeched Beauregard for assistance.

Despite the turmoil, preparations were intensified as soldiers received orders to ready their positions at
Cummings Point, where they awaited a signal to bombard Fort Sumter. The anticipation built as its most
eager members, particularly Edmund Ruffin of the Palmetto Guard, prepared to fire the first shot in the
confrontation, though delays led to disappointment when the expected bombardment did not commence at
the initial hour.

Throughout the night, tension lingered as the gunners remained on high alert, only to learn that the attack was
postponed until the following morning. Ruffin found himself ready to act, prepared for an event that had
stirred great excitement and anxiety in the community. As night fell, the sounds of drums echoed, signaling
movement towards fulfillment of their intentions.


