
Chapter XXVI

In Chapter XXVI, the scene unfolds in a motel where several characters seek comfort and connection amidst
emotional turmoil. Samson, a child in the boys' room, has created a makeshift bed under a table, draping a
motel bedspread like a tent, while the protagonist shares a bed with Lill, whose nighttime murmurs spark
contemplation. Lill reflects on the unpredictability of life, hinting at the emergence of good from bad
experiences.

The protagonist struggles to sleep, pensive thoughts racing about past losses, especially her Grandma
Dollop's death. She recalls the unique and chaotic funeral attended by family members, including Aunt
Dinah, Uncle Autry, and Grandma’s notoriously light-fingered sister, Jubilee, who caused her mother to hide
valuables during the wake. The funeral transformed into a vibrant, surreal celebration as nature seemed to
respond to the sorrowful event.

As memories flood her mind, the protagonist wrestles with the motivations behind her recent decision to run
away, questioning if her flight was solely for her Poppa or also an escape from her changing life. This self-
reflection keeps her awake throughout the night, as she grapples with the realization of potentially running
away from her own adolescence and the accompanying complexity.

The next morning, as the group prepares to leave the motel, Will Junior and the boys bring breakfast and
jovially interact, showcasing a lighthearted dynamic among them. Amidst the morning chaos, Lill and Lester
share a tender moment, highlighting their budding relationship, while the protagonist muses on the impact of
others’ voices in shaping one's self-perception, particularly in Lester’s case.

As they board the Heartland Bible Supply bus, the protagonist observes the interactions among the adults,
particularly how Lill’s support seems to elevate Lester. This connection fosters hope for Lester, suggesting
that Lill might be a transformative presence in his life. The chapter closes with the group journeying toward
Wymore, framed by the awakening of spring, presenting a sense of renewal and the desire for her Poppa to
recover as well.


