
Chapter Thirty-three

In Chapter Thirty-Three of "The Chocolate War,” the conversation between Archie and Emile reveals the
manipulative strategies employed by their group. The chapter opens with criticism directed at Emile, who
defends his approach to influencing another character by indicating the extent to which they could push him,
making him sell chocolates against his will. Emile proudly mentions using a psychological tactic by
organizing a group attack on the victim—a strategy Archie initially concocted.

Their dialogue reveals a level of camaraderie mixed with tension as Archie demands no outsiders in their
scheme, reflecting his need for control. Emile's comments about the other boys used for intimidation show
his willingness to embrace ruthless methods, describing them as aggressive individuals who would resort to
violence for small gains. The use of homophobic accusations is highlighted as Archie advises Emile to aim
for personal insecurities during their manipulation, indicating that the accusation has a greater psychological
effect on the victim.

Emile expresses eagerness to continue the plan, but Archie retorts that they need to hold back for now, which
frustrates him. The mention of a missing photograph leads to a moment of uncertainty. Emile is unsure
whether Archie is jesting or serious about the absence of evidence that could incriminate them. As their
conversation concludes, Emile feels a swell of pride in his loyalty to Archie and The Vigils, despite a
nagging feeling of doubt about Archie’s manipulative nature.

The chapter encapsulates themes of power dynamics, loyalty, and the moral ambiguities of their actions,
leaving Emile in a thoughtful position about his allegiance to Archie and the true nature of their endeavors
within the organization. The manipulation is stark, showcasing the lengths the characters are willing to go to
in order to exert control and maintain their statuses.


