
Chapter Thirty-five

In Chapter Thirty-Five of "The Chocolate War," the atmosphere is electric as Archie organizes a
groundbreaking raffle at Trinity. The event, cleverly disguised as a football rally, draws a huge crowd to the
athletic field, with students eagerly selling and buying raffle tickets. Archie supervises the setup of an
improvised boxing ring, ensuring every student views the spectacle, a testament to his cunning manipulation
of events. The stage is a platform for a fight between Renault and Janza, both of whom stand nervously in the
ring, oblivious to the true stakes of the night.

Archie orchestrates the scenario with calculated precision, having previously baited Renault by enticing him
with the idea of revenge against Janza, who has bullied him. Archie manages to convince Renault to confront
Janza, under the guise of a fair fight, playing on Renault's desire for retribution and his innate sense of pride.
However, the entire setup is a trap; Archie knows Renault is outmatched, having subtly prepared Janza to
accept the fight with taunts that reflect Archie's ever-present control.

Renault, filled with a cocktail of nerves and determination, recalls his earlier thoughts of confronting not just
Janza, but the institution and its toxic norms which Archie epitomizes. The reality of the situation weighs on
him as he stands exposed and vulnerable before the roiling crowd, his body tense with apprehension.

Meanwhile, the ticket sales for the raffle surge, instigated by Archie's promise of excitement, illustrating his
mastery in manipulating the desires of his peers. The character Brian Cochran, tasked with overseeing the
raffle, grapples with his anxiety but eventually submits to Archie's authority, understanding the consequences
of defiance.

In a parallel narrative, Emile Janza reflects on his own motivations, desperate to prove his strength and evade
the reputation as one of the 'bad guys' that Archie has foisted upon him. He readies himself for the fight,
eager for validation through physical dominance, despite wrestling with self-doubt regarding Archie's
intentions and their mutual interests.

This chapter deftly illustrates themes of manipulation, violence, and the consequences of peer pressure,
alongside the existential struggles faced by the characters, particularly Renault and Janza, in a setting primed
for conflict and moral ambivalence.


