
Chapter Thirty-Three

In Chapter Thirty-Three of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrative grapples with the profound impact of
words, particularly those spoken in moments of anger. The author contemplates the weight of certain words,
analyzing how they are perceived and the emotional turmoil they can inflict. Words like "ice queen" evoke a
feeling of being burdened, akin to being weighed down by an invisible tether, while "brat" is dismissed
easily, likened to a raindrop that rolls off the back.

In stark contrast, the word "bitch" is compared to a painful splinter that can be extracted with effort, allowing
the speaker to persist and move forward. However, the term "cunt" holds a much deeper significance. It is
described as a festering disease that lingers, reminding the speaker of the initial time it was used against her.
This word resonates with a sense of shame and degradation, evoking memories tied to her mother, who had
been subjected to similar verbal abuse. The speaker reflects on how this term, laden with contempt,
significantly undermines her identity, reducing her to mere pieces—depersonalized and objectified.

The malevolent pleasure in the utterance carries a sense of victory for the speaker's aggressor, who bears a
tone of pride in wielding such a damaging word. The insidious nature of this term lingers not just in the
moment but for months, embedding itself into her psyche and serving as a reminder of the power of language
when it is levied with malice. Ultimately, this chapter illustrates the enduring scars left by hostile words,
emphasizing how they can strip away humanity and personal worth, leaving one feeling like an object of
disdain. In essence, it examines both the emotional and psychological weight of words that cut deep,
showcasing how they can irrevocably alter one’s sense of self.


