
Chapter Six

In Chapter Six of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrative begins on a Monday as the characters walk past
Mrs. Stieg’s home toward their bus stop. The protagonist's attention is drawn to a noticeable change in Mrs.
Stieg’s garden, specifically in the far corner where a bush has been completely destroyed. Unlike a previous
incident where a bush was merely broken, this one has been utterly pulverized, leaving only disturbed earth
and remnants of red petals scattered about—evidence of an intense act that left little intact.

The protagonist shares this observation with Campbell, who merely shrugs in response. However, the
protagonist detects a flicker of something deeper in Campbell’s big brown eyes—a hint of pride that seems
out of place given the destruction they've just encountered. This discrepancy raises suspicions about
Campbell’s involvement in the carnage. There’s an instinctual urge to investigate further; the protagonist
feels compelled to look at Campbell’s bike for signs of crimson petals that might confirm their theory. This
moment encapsulates a feeling of conflict—between wanting to trust Campbell and the seeded doubt
stemming from the bush’s decimation.

Ultimately, the protagonist decides against this confrontation and doesn't check the bike, emphasizing a tacit
understanding or complicity between the two. This reluctance to fully engage suggests a complicated
relationship, tinged with both loyalty and suspicion. The chapter thus cleverly sets up an atmosphere of
unease, hinting at past actions and the implications they may hold for the characters' friendship. The imagery
of the ruined garden serves as a metaphor for the underlying turmoil in their relationship, representing lost
innocence and the potential destruction of trust.


