
Chapter Six: Katharine Lee Bates _Cape Cod,
1859

In Chapter Six titled "Katharine Lee Bates," we learn about the early life of Katharine Lee Bates, born in
1859 to Cornelia and a father, who, shortly after her birth, succumbed to a painful ailment. Katharine, or
Katie as she was often called, was the youngest of four children, her family deeply rooted in a lineage of
writers and poets tracing back to the 1400s. Despite the challenges of her family's circumstances post her
father's death, her mother Cornelia worked tirelessly to support the family while Katie indulged her creativity
through writing and reading.

Katie’s family was surrounded by the sea, a presence that influenced her immensely. She cherished the town
of Falmouth, immortalizing its beauty in her poetry. The chapter highlights her keen sense of observation and
emotional connection to her surroundings, as demonstrated in her reflective essays about the town and its
history, particularly its Congregationalist church, which was connected to the famous Paul Revere and
housed a bell he forged.

Katie, bespectacled and with a serious demeanor, contrasted her inner joy and curiosity with societal
expectations for women, which often relegated them to the household. She questioned gender norms in her
poetry and writing journals at a young age, expressing her desire for education and intellectual freedom.

Despite the limited educational opportunities for women in the 1800s, Katie's persistence led her to
Wellesley College, one of the Seven Sisters institutions committed to women's higher education. At
Wellesley, she thrived academically and socially, earning accolades and eventually becoming an instructor.
Her connection with Henry Wadsworth Longfellow inspired her further, pushing her to believe in her
potential as a poet and writer representing America’s literary future.

During her tenure, Katie paved the way for a new literary narrative that championed women's voices,
focusing on authentic representations of American women. She continued to publish both poetry and prose,
contributing to the emergence of a genre that celebrated childhood while also accepting a role as a beloved
professor at Wellesley. Eventually, her experiences culminated in a well-deserved European adventure,
funded by her literary success, allowing her to step beyond the bounds of her familiar New England setting .


