Chapter One

In the opening chapter of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist reflects on her tense home
environment, marked by an atmosphere of emotional turmoil and fear. The chapter begins with her window
open to a humid night, with heavy clouds looming, symbolizing a desperate wait for rain, which represents
life and forgiveness in the drought-stricken town. The protagonist's thoughts drift to the tension in her
household, particularly focused on her father's frightening presence.

Asthe protagonist sits with her two younger sisters, the noise of classic rock music fills the house, growing
louder with each beat, highlighting the chaos within. Suddenly, the mood shifts as a crash is heard
downstairs, triggering panic about their mother's safety. The father is depicted as afigure of rage, the cause
of which seems to stem from financial stress over a mortgage payment and a high energy bill. This stress
leads to violent outbursts, and the protagonist is acutely aware of the fear and potential danger her mother
faces.

The paragraph depicts chilling moments when the father confronts the mother, shoving her against furniture
in afit of rage. Despite her attempts to reassure her sisters that everything is fine, the protagonist feels
helpless and fearful of escalating violence. She decides to escape and seek help, aware that the telephoneis
cut, rendering her unableto call for help.

Climbing out the window and onto the roof, she attempts to maintain afacade of bravery for her sisters,
encouraging them to join her in what she tries to frame as an adventure. Y et, her own fear is palpable,
especially asthey cross ayard covered in ominous crows that add to the sense of foreboding.

The protagonist's journey towards a neighbor's house is fraught with anxiety. When cautious hopes for
assistance turn to despair upon discovering no one is home, she returns only to be confronted by her father.
Sheliesto himin fear, saying she called the police, understanding the risks that come with the truth. As he
storms out, leaving her momentarily safe, rain finally begins to pour, bringing a change that feels both
cleansing and cathartic, as the darkness of her current situation is temporarily aleviated by the promise of
renewal.



