Chapter Nineteen

In Chapter Nineteen of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrative shifts to the bus ride past local football
fields, where young boys practice flag footbal| under the watchful eyes of coaches and fathers. The chapter
explores the pressure put on children to be the best in sports, leading to feelings of disappointment and failure
in their teenage years. The protagonist reflects on their own aversion to football, influenced by afather whose
obsession with the game ultimately led to his downfall.

Asthe story unfolds, the protagonist reads the * Auburn Gazette*, noticing the relentless coverage of the high
school football team. Although initially indifferent to the sport, they recognize the growing significance of
the team within the community. This realization sparks a desire to understand the team’ s appeal, partly
motivated by the protagonist's friend, Sofia, who passionately supports the team and covers their games for
the school paper.

At home, the atmosphere is warm and familial as the protagonist completes homework in the kitchen while
the family prepares dinner. Their father returns from along day of construction work, and the family shares
stories over ameal of spaghetti and meatballs. The protagonist’ s younger sister, Juniper, expresses
excitement about aforthcoming history project, and their father's reaction reveals a stark contrast to their
usual tense family dynamics. The mention of visiting their grandmother, Nana, raises a sense of unease in the
protagonist, prompting introspective thoughts on their family's challenges.

The protagonist suggests attending the football game that night, surprising their parents, who agree as a
family outing. This response indicates a hopeful shift from the norm of tension at home. Meanwhile, there
are playful interactions between the siblings as Campbell helps the protagonist prepare for the game,
prompting light-hearted exchanges about clothing and persona appearances, signaling solidarity and support.
Humor isinjected into the conversation as they tease about wearing sports-themed apparel, reinforcing their
bond. The chapter concludes on a positive note, as the protagonist dons the chosen outfit, reflecting
connectionsto friendship and familial warmth amidst the complexities of their personal life.



