
Chapter Forty-Five

**Chapter Forty-Five Summary**

The chapter opens with a series of memories that the narrator has from their childhood, reflecting on
moments of physical and emotional pain. These include the time when they were four, and they stepped on a
piece of scrap metal, as well as the fever that gripped them at age seven, and the overwhelming emotions tied
to their first period at eleven. Each memory is a reminiscence of pain, but now the source of pain is their
mother.

The scene shifts to the present, where the mother is depicted as crouched and distressed, embodying
confusion and suffering. The narrator’s instinct is to reach out, to offer comfort, posing the question, “Where
does it hurt?” Her response, “Everywhere,” resonates deeply as she remains hunched and seemingly lost in
her anguish. The vivid imagery of crows cawing - almost like a ritualistic chant - adds a layer of intensity to
the scene, emphasizing the heaviness of the moment.

The narrator's desire to console and reassure their mother reveals a profound bond and understanding; they
attempt to remind her that she is safe now, and that “he” is gone. This “he” symbolizes the presence of an
abuser who subjected her to verbal and physical torments. The mom’s tears, which fall without reaching her
cheeks, signify a deep-seated sorrow that is more than just physical pain.

The revelation that her suffering stems not solely from the memories of abuse, but also from the absence of
the abuser casts a somber light on the complexities of love and loss. The mother’s whispers of longing
highlight a painful contradiction: even after the danger is removed, the emotional turmoil persists, for she
secretly desires the return of the very person who caused her pain.

The chapter closes with the poignant self-reflection of the narrator, who contemplates their own feelings of
hurt and realizes that they, too, hurt “everywhere.” This echoes the broader themes of pain, loss, and the
profound effects of trauma, leaving a haunting impression of interconnected suffering between mother and
child.


