
Chapter Five

In the chapter from "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrator reflects on her sister Campbell Grace Barnes, a
serious thinker who often keeps her thoughts to herself. Campbell, who prioritizes riding her bicycle over
other aspects of life, finds joy in the freedom it brings, diverging from the pressures of a busy household.
However, this carefree existence leads to trouble when Campbell inadvertently destroys Mrs. Stieg's flower
garden while biking with friends.

Mrs. Stieg, an elderly widow and neighbor, confronts the narrator about Campbell's mischief. Her
reprimanding tone signifies her strong disapproval, subtly hinting that Campbell should associate with girls
instead of spending time with boys. Despite Campbell’s explanation that the incident was accidental—a
result of racing down a hill—the narrator senses that Mrs. Stieg’s assertion stems from her old-fashioned
views regarding gender roles and friendships.

The following morning, the sisters arrive at Mrs. Stieg’s home to apologize and help fix the damage done to
the garden. They work quietly to restore the roses, but the process leads to injuries from thorns, symbolizing
the difficulties faced not only in their actions but in navigating adult perceptions and expectations.

As they finish, Mrs. Stieg imposes her traditional beliefs onto the girls, critiquing modern youthful behaviors
and pushing the idea that women should primarily support their husbands. For Campbell, this provocatively
outdated perspective triggers her defiance, and she responds with anger, ultimately leaving Mrs. Stieg in
shock.

The chapter concludes with the narrator grappling with the societal pressures placed on women, depicted
through the metaphor of the wilting roses in their home. Feeling overwhelmed, she later disposes of the
flowers, symbolically rejecting the harmful ideals they represent, choosing instead to confront the
complexities of womanhood with honesty and resilience. Overall, the themes of teenage rebellion against
societal expectations, sibling loyalty, and the struggle for identity are intricately woven throughout the
narrative.


