
Chapter 9: The Undercover Cowboys
In July 1925, Tom White took over as the head of the Oklahoma City field office, tasked with the formidable
challenge of solving the Osage murders that had plagued the community for years. By this time, the cases
had grown cold, riddled with incomplete leads, and obstructed by corruption, making the pursuit of justice
seem nearly impossible. Enlisting The Undercover Cowboys, a group of operatives who worked discreetly to
gather evidence and uncover truths, White aimed to piece together the scattered nature of the crimes. Victims
like Anna Brown, the Smith family, and others suggested a calculated and systematic effort to eliminate
wealthy Osage individuals rather than the work of a lone murderer acting on impulse.

As White studied the case, he quickly identified critical errors in previous investigations, which had relied
too heavily on unreliable informants, inconsistent testimonies, and weak evidence that would not hold up in
court. Determined to correct these mistakes, he decided to reconstruct the case from the ground up, building
an unbroken chain of evidence that would finally expose the culprits. However, given the vast number of
murders, the pervasive corruption, and the deep fear instilled in potential witnesses, White recognized that he
could not conduct this investigation alone.

Instead of relying solely on conventional investigative methods, White implemented a covert strategy, using
undercover agents to infiltrate the community and gather intelligence. While he remained the public face of
the investigation, his team—composed of experienced operatives with the ability to blend in
seamlessly—would work discreetly in the background. These men, known as “Cowboys” for their rugged,
fearless nature, had years of experience navigating dangerous situations and were well-equipped to handle
the challenges posed by the lawless landscape of Osage County.

White’s selection process for his team was deliberate, ensuring that each recruit possessed the right skills and
temperament for the task ahead. To prevent personal bias and shield his family from danger, he excluded his
own brother from the operation, despite his proven investigative skills. His team included a former sheriff
known for his versatility in law enforcement, a seasoned ex-Texas Ranger renowned for his fearlessness, and
a deep-cover operative whose ability to remain unnoticed made him an invaluable asset.

Among the most crucial additions was John Burger, an agent already familiar with the case, making him
instrumental in connecting past and present leads. White also recruited Frank Smith, a man with an
adventurous spirit and an instinct for criminal investigations, though some within the Bureau dismissed him
as lacking formal education. Perhaps the most unique recruit was John Wren, one of the only American
Indian agents in federal law enforcement, whose intimate understanding of Osage culture and traditions gave
him a critical edge in winning the trust of potential witnesses.

This diverse and carefully selected squad was tasked with navigating a deeply corrupted system, where law
enforcement officials, politicians, and businessmen all had vested interests in keeping the truth buried. Their
mission was not just to identify the killers but also to dismantle the larger conspiracy that had allowed these
crimes to continue unchecked for so long. The challenge ahead required separating fact from fiction, cutting
through layers of deception, and ensuring that the evidence they gathered was not just compelling but
irrefutable.

With the stakes higher than ever, White and his team embarked on one of the most dangerous assignments in
Bureau history, fully aware that they were facing powerful enemies who would stop at nothing to protect
their interests. This chapter sets the stage for a battle between truth and corruption, with White and his team
determined to bring justice to a community that had suffered too long in silence. The Osage murders were
more than a crime—they were a calculated betrayal, and White was prepared to do whatever it took to bring
those responsible to justice.


