
Chapter 9: The Grudge

In "The Grudge," Calvin Evans battles the enduring scars of a childhood marred by neglect and rejection,
stemming from his difficult years at a boys’ home in Iowa. The chapter begins by painting a vivid picture of
the harsh environment Calvin endured—a place devoid of warmth, stability, and emotional support. The
boys’ home operated under an oppressive system where individuality and intellectual curiosity were stifled,
and Calvin’s inquisitive nature often led to punishment. Despite these bleak conditions, a glimmer of hope
emerges when a mysterious benefactor donates educational materials, igniting Calvin’s thirst for knowledge.
However, his enthusiasm is met with hostility from the home’s authoritarian figures, who view his defiance
as a threat to their control.

The turning point comes when Calvin learns the identity of the benefactor: his biological father. This
revelation upends Calvin’s understanding of his origins, as he had always believed himself to be the
biological child of his adoptive parents. The bishop, who reveals this truth, explains that Calvin’s mother
died during childbirth and that his father chose to place him in the boys’ home, deeming it an adequate
environment. The father’s financial contributions to Calvin’s education, though seemingly generous, are
overshadowed by his refusal to establish a personal connection. This cold decision devastates Calvin, who
realizes that the man he unknowingly idealized has no intention of acknowledging him as a son or providing
the familial support he yearned for.

Calvin’s feelings of betrayal and abandonment are further compounded by the dismissive attitude of the
bishop, who delivers the news without empathy. The institutionalized nature of the boys’ home, combined
with the lack of meaningful human connection, leaves Calvin grappling with profound feelings of
unworthiness. His anger toward his father intensifies, not just for the man’s indifference but for the broader
implications of his actions—a deliberate choice to relegate Calvin to a life of loneliness and hardship. This
realization fuels Calvin’s growing resentment toward authority figures and systems that perpetuate cycles of
neglect.

Through Calvin’s eyes, the chapter delves into themes of identity, familial rejection, and the longing for
connection. His discovery of his father’s identity is not the resolution he had hoped for but rather the catalyst
for a deeper emotional wound. The father-son relationship, or lack thereof, becomes a symbol of Calvin’s
broader struggle to find a sense of belonging in a world that has consistently failed him. The cold detachment
of his father mirrors the institutional indifference of the boys’ home, reinforcing Calvin’s perception of a
world that prioritizes convenience over compassion.

The chapter also explores Calvin’s internal conflict as he attempts to reconcile his desire for a familial bond
with the painful truth of his father’s rejection. His bitterness is not born out of hatred alone but from the
crushing weight of unmet expectations and unfulfilled hopes. The memory of his mother, whom he never
knew, becomes both a source of comfort and a reminder of what he has lost. Calvin’s longing for a
connection with his father is juxtaposed with his growing realization that he must forge his own path,
independent of the familial ties that have failed him.

As the narrative unfolds, Calvin’s resilience emerges as a central theme. Despite the emotional toll of his
past, he refuses to let it define his future. His determination to rise above the limitations imposed by his
upbringing reflects a quiet strength and a refusal to be confined by the circumstances of his birth. The chapter
closes with Calvin standing at a crossroads, torn between the bitterness of his past and the possibility of
carving out a different future.

"The Grudge" is a deeply emotional exploration of the impact of abandonment and the enduring search for
identity and meaning. Calvin’s journey highlights the complexities of human relationships and the profound
effect of parental rejection on a child’s sense of self. The chapter masterfully weaves together personal



trauma and societal critique, offering a poignant reflection on the resilience of the human spirit in the face of
profound disappointment. It serves as both a condemnation of the systems that perpetuate neglect and a
celebration of the strength required to overcome them.


